by Brian Kelly Dial

“I see GSX as a cancer
that must be removed,”

PYPEGGY HOWE

She's famous, but we
know almost nothing about
her.

We mmow bher birthday,
Ang. 8. We know that she
was born and baptized on
Roanoke Island, in what is
pow North Carolina. And we
know her name.

She's Virginia Dare,
whose birth in 1587 made
her the first English child
born in the New .World.

Virginia's parents, Elea-
nor and Ananias Dare, arri-
ved in what is now North

Carolina 1587. as
G e T &
Walter Raleigh’s attempts to

colonize the new world. An
exploratory expeditiun had
reached the Outer Hanks in
1584, and a 1585 colony had
failed after a year.

On August 19, 1986
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the GSX Corporation pro-
noses to construct near the
Laurinburg-Maxton Airport.

it is said to be the
largest plant of its kind in
the United States, it will
employ only thirty some
workers. the trip was orga-
nized under the leadership
of Rev. Mac Legerton, di-
rector of the Robeson County
Clergy and Laity Concerned.

Several speakers express-
ed their opposition and
concern to the board mem-
bers,

Among them was Wyvis
Oxendine, Robeson County
Commissioner. Oxendine
stated, “We have enough

The settlers landed on
Roanoke Island in what is
now Dare County. “Among
the colonists were 100 men,
17 women and nine children.
Together they were to be-
come the “‘lost colony."

Several ‘weeks aner their
arrival, Eleanor gave birth to
a daughter who quickly
became the object of affec-
tion of all the colonists. The
few children begged to hold
her, neighbors helped care
for her and one chronicler
wrote that “‘the maid quie-
ted her with snatches of gay
ditties.”’

Colonists remembered the

- rituals sifioiiading e Sew-

miles from home, the colo-
nists clung to their religious
beliefs and after several
days the new parents made

years
years

The coach was very proud
of the four boys and theér
accomplishments this year.

wcnnical matenal to warrant
denying the permit.’’ The
Robeson group applauded
Oxendine

murmured words of support.

Rev. Mac Legerton, a
resident of Pembroke, said
that the Lumber River “‘is
our livelihood, our source of
drinking, washing... R is
some of the cleanest water in
North Carolina...lf GSX
were permitted to operate,
this water would be contam-
inated to its maximum legal
level and become some the
most toxic drinking water in
the United States.’’

Dr. Harold Teague, a
chemistry professor at Pem-

plans for baptism of their
daughter and began to think
of a name for her.

When a neighbor sugges-
ted naming her for their
good queen, Elizabeth was
promptly rejected as a name.
Some have since written
that, although a queen,
Elizabeth I was ‘‘the veriest
shrew'' and “'a vain and

Finally, John White, go-
vernor of the colony and the
baby’'s grandfather, sugges-
ted she be named ' for this
fair land ta which she has
come, our new home, Virigi-
m'.

the 10-day-old Virginia, pre--

pared for the long voyage:
back to England.
Au?onnu say .ﬂ!al the

John White sailed away to
England leaving the tiny
band in the wilderness.

Armiving just as England
the
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deserted. houses were
dismantled, but the pali-
sades remained. Buried
chests had been dug up and
rified. White later wrote,
“One of the chiefe trees or
postes at the right side of the
entrance had the barks talen
off and 5. foole from
ground in fayre
lotters was grawen *
toan’ without any crosses or
signs of distress.”" |
Taking heart at “‘no signe
of distress,” White urged
ship’s o take
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Communicative Bridges

In A Tri-racial Setting. e
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Rev. Oscar Cummings,
Brian K. Dial, Mr. John L
Godwin and Mr. Wes White,
all of Robeson County, also
expressed their opposition to

Baby Virginia Dare Turns 399

Many legends have per
sisted about the lost colony.
Some believe the English did
indeed go to live with the
friendly Croatoan Indians.
Some believe the colonists
were annihilated by the
Indians or the hostile Span-
ish from the south. Others
insist the settlers built a
crude boat, set sail and
were lost at sea.

One legend says Virginis
grew into young womanhood
and was changed by the
sorcery of a rejected lover
into a white dove. She
roamed the lonely island
until true love restored her
to hér human form, ohly to
be killed by a . silver afrow
shot by a cruel chieftain.

Through the years, histor-
ians and researchers have
pored over the meager
shreds of evidence left by
the colonists to no awail.
Theories abound, but after
four centuries, the fate of the
lost colony is still unknown.

Unknown, perhaps, but
eternally fascinating. The
saga of Virginia Dare and
the *'Lost colony,”” has been

in dramatic story
and song in Paul Green's

Island. And delvin. into its
mysteries is an important
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%:Lelebrating The Year Of The
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"% NATIVE AMERICAN

STRIKE at

the WIND'

BY BRUCE BARTON

In this eleventh season of
‘Strike at the Wind!', North
Carolina is celebrating the
year of the Native American
throughout 1986. This would
be a good time to come out
and enjoy the bitter-sweet
saga of Henry Berry Lowrie
and the Lumbee Indians,
and their white and black
counterparts. The larger
theme is the story of all the

of Robeson County,
and how they dealt with the
realities of the Civil War era.

You'll meet your friends
and neighbors on stage,
telling the story of their
heroes, their history. People
like Zeke and Vonnie Lock-
lear (Allan Lowrie, and a
Scuffletown citizen respec-
tively), and their precious
danghter, Paige, All three
are part of the most exciting
outdoor drama in America,

appearing on stage.

You'll also meet Della
Sanderson, emoting in her
first season as ‘' Aunt Ma-
ry.”" Della's husband, Floyd
“Duck’” Sanderson is the
armorer for the show. He's
the one who makes the guns

go “pow!’ Kawanna, their

13 year old daughter, is also
in the show as a Scuffletown
citizen. You'll also find

Denise, 10, and Tabitha, 8,
helping their father back
stage. Della says, “lt's
something we can do toge-
ther as a family, and we
enjoy ourselves every

night.”

Bo, celebrate the ‘' Year of

the Native American’’' and

share we pys and travails of
“'Strike at the Wind!"’", the
most exciting outdoor drama
in America. Join the Sander
son and Locklear families.
It's fun! And you'll have a
good time.

**Strike at the Wind!"" is
presented Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights at the
North Carolina Indian Cu}-
tural Center (formerly Ri-
verside Country Club), in
the heart of the Red Banks
Community, approximately
3 miles west of Pembroke.

Show time is 8:30 p.m.
Admission is $5.50 for ad
ults, $4.50 for senior citizens
over 65, and $3.00 for
children under 12. For more
information, call 521-3112.
Hope to see you there! The
show runs through Septem
ber 6, 1986.

AND WATCH FOR
THESE SPECIAL NIGHTS:

““*Student Night for all
students/all Counties' -Au
gust 28, 1986-$3.00 per
student-$2.00 per student
under 12.

“*Veterans of Foreign War
{VFW) Night''-August 29,
1986-$1.00 off per person.

“Chamber of Commerce
Night'' for all counties- Au-
gust 30, 1986-$1.00 off per
person.

“PSU Student/Faculty/
Staff Night''-September 4,
1986-$3.00 per person.

*Church Night''-All chur-
ches/all counties/all deno-
minations-$1.00 off per
member September 5, 1986.

**Organization & Industry
Night-September 6, 1986-
$1.00 off per person.

Non-Profit Senior Center

Thirty Senior Citizens Ac-
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Begins Fund Raising Efforts

the State of North Carolina
to solicit funds.

Senior Citisens Action
Group, Inc. sincerely solicits
funds for this very much
needed Senior Center

the efforts of churches,

Floyd "' Duck’* Sanderson

.

Della Rae Sanderson
as Aunt Mary

Kawanna Sanderson
as Scuffletown Citizen

Zeke Locklear
as Allen Lowrie, Sr.
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Vonnie Locklear
as Scuffletown Citizen

e g

Paige Locklear
as Scuffletown Citizen

Magnolia Teachers Recetve
GTE Grant

Two instructors at Mag-
nolia School have been nam-
ed co-recipients of financial
grants under the auspices of
the *‘Gift"" program which is
funded nationally by the
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teachers to aver receive this
grant in l-!--l‘



