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The saying 'you will heap
coals of fire upon his head’

ol us s
purified in the fire..the
firc burns out the passion
for rebellion. Acts of kind-
ness 0 our enemics ex-
lends the opportunity for
God’s Grace in the world.

it has been said many
times belore  that  in-

dividual Christians are the
hands and feet of God in
the world, we are also the
visible manelestation ol
Grace in the manner we
live.

If the world is ever 10 be
transformed and made
whole again, we are the
avenue for that transforma-
tion. Not in our individual
successes, and nol in our
triumphs in conllicts with
the world, will it come; but
rather in our behavior as
communitics making con-
crete the transformation
which comes in living in
the pattern of Grace, and
in the manner in which we
make that Grace real in
the rest of the world.

The Rev. John Robinson
is the Pastor of the New
Hope Presbyterian Chapel
located at 2nd and Jones
Streets in Pembroke.
Come join us for Worship
at 11:00 a.m. this Sunday!
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Have you ever consid-
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beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.”

GOD'S ETERNAL PL

Why doesn't it simply say -

that God created the uni-
verse? Why the heaven
and the earth?

As we go on reading we
find the answer to this
question, for the Bible
clearly teaches that God
has a two-fold purpose; one
having to do with the earth
and the other with heaven.
The former is the subject of
prophecy, while the latter
is the subject of the "mys-
tery,” or secret, revealed to
and through the Apostle
Paul. (See Acts 3:21; and
cf. Romans 16:25.) The
former concerns Israel and
the nations; the latter "the
Body of Christ,” the church
of the heavenly calling.

Some people are sur-
prised to learn that there is
not one promise in the
whole Old Testament a-
bout going to heaven. The
whole outlook is earthly
there, with Messiah reign-
ing as King (Jer. 23:5, et
al). When our Lord ap-
peared in the flesh the
angels cried: “Peace on
earth” (Luke 2:14). He
Himself said that “the
meek"” should "inherit the

-

o,

(Matt.
tecost

all

blessings in heavenly places ;*
in Christ” (Eph. 1:3; 27‘-7'.‘_'
The prophecies rmii-’

fulfilled and®

ing the Ki
will still be
Christ will reign on earth
and bring the promi
“times of refreshing.” God?
be thanked that this worlds
will not forever be a place of }
war and bloodshed, sick-§
ness and death, misery and ;
woe. Indeed, at that time,:

heaven and earth will be -

opened to each other, and
thus will be fulfilled God's
two-fold purpose: “That in
the dispensation of the ful-
ness of times He might
gather together in one all

earth” (Matt. 5:5). He
taught His disciples to
pray: “Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven”

things in Christ, both which
are in heaven, and which
are on earth; even in Him"
(Eph. 1:10). :

Your young child may be able to hold onto a
glass better if you place two tight rubber bands
the glass an inch or so apart. This makes it sasier
little hands to hold.
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