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“Building Conununicative Bridges in a 1ri-Racial Setting '

DeLora Cummings, SATW Guest Artist

Art Auction To Be Held June 26

by Barbara Braveboy-Locklear
SPECIAL TO THE CAROLINA INDIAN VOICE

Come next Tuesday night some lucky bidder will claim texture and color...a lot of color.” '

a masterpiece of art, and a husband and his five children
will reclaim the artist mother and wife they gave up six
months ago to paint it

**1 promised by family that after June 26 I wouldn’t pick
up another artist brush for the remainder of this
summer,’”’ says Delora Cummings, this year's guest
artist of **Strike at the Wind!"" The 41-year-old Lumbee
Indian was commissioned by Robeson Historical Drama
being offerad YO sucion s the fift sanual SATW aucton
being auction at the fifth annual SATW auction
dinner next Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at the new Holiday Inn
in Lumberton. The event is the largest fund-raising
project for Robeson Historical Drama, the sponsor of the
outdoor drama which depicts the times and life of Henry
Berry Lowrie, an Indian leader whose leadership brought
social and economic change to Robeson County during the

post-Civil War ema.

Cummings that her 4 x 5 foot painting of
*finest oils and Belgium linen" is one in which
all peoples of Robeson County can identify with. I didn't
want the painting to foeus exclusively on *Strike at the
- Wind! So I made it ‘Strike at the Wind!' and so much
" more.”" She says her task became one of a broader foeus

The petite native Robeonian says while she'd always
wanted to create a commissioned piece for SATW, the
actual contract to do so was frightening. ‘*The demand on
me to create something so big for so many people and
it to raise so much money really did frighten me."”
demand became a labor of love for the artist who
personally sees the finished product as a
contribution to her beloved Indian people. “
becomes that little something I can leave
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fabric materials because I wanted the work to show

...**As an artist, what I paint, why |
paint and how I paint are the results
of everything I am, everything I've

experienced,
known, and everything I have seen,
feit, smelled, heard and touched."’

M

every person 1've
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She says inegral

project. ‘'My family is very supportive of my interest in
art and accepted extra responsibility during the past half ~contests.
year." Working from a studio in her home, she donated a
minimum of two hours each evening to the painting. As
the work progressed she says the hourly commitment
increased. ‘' T d never before gotten so involved in a piece

of work as with the SATW
would paint until 3 a.m. and not tire at all.
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get up and go to my regular teaching job and couldn’t wait

until my two-hour painting time
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Jessca Nakeish Cummmgs
Mr. and Mre. Kemwin Cummings vy Dollie Lowery & Ronald Pullard
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in the evening."’
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She says as the work took focus, the painting became
the Cummings family secret. The artist adds that she
often employed the ideas and services of her children. *'1
worked with still-life, and when 1 needed something

special to incorporate into my were eager to go
outside among nature and find the particular items I
needed. I feel my artistic contribution to today’s society is
sharing my love for mankind, nature and all the beauty
around me."

She continues, ‘' As an artist, what I paint, why I paint
and how I paint are the results of everything I am,
everything I' ve experienced, every person I have known,
and everything I have seen, felt, smelled, heard and

Pembroke State University graduate says she originally
worked in oils, which later expanded to a variety of
mediums. In the early 1980's she began to foeus on
watercolor and has worked i in that medium;
except for commissions requiring .

Cummings is a member of dosens of i s
including the National ‘Art Educators, Robeson-
Community Art Guild and Lumber River Art Guild in
which she is president.

She has received many awards, most recently, the Dick
Blick Artist Award. Her artwork was selected by the
Rising Star Publishers to be printed into a collection
greeting cards. Much of her artwork has appeared in
various books and brochures, most notably in North
Carolina’s 400 years: Signs Along the Way. She teaches
art in the Public Schools of Robeson County at Purnell
Swett Senior High and has given private lessons to gifted
and talented children. She has worked as a commercial

artist for several years and served as judge in Art

Tickets to the Art Auction are still
available. For more information, call the
Strike at the Wind office, (919)521-3112.

Brae Taylor Lockiear
Mr. and Mrs. EX Lockiear
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Robeson County

Cultural

Center

Receives
Grant

by Ben Jacobs
The North Carolina Indian Cultural
Center is pleased to announce that it
has received a $30,000 grant from
the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation of
Winston-Salem, North Carclina.
According to Dr. Helen Scheirbeck
Development Director of the
Center, the grant is for
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