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The deadline for Saddam Hussein to leave Kuwait is
nearing. While loved ones of military men already
deployed to the middle east pray for a peaceful solution to
the situstion, the Congress of the United States is in our
view gagging at gnats and swallowing camels. Some of

whether we are going to lose thousands of Americans in a
warin a far country. The question of who has the power to
deelare war, in our opinion was settled many wars ago. It
is our that Congress has never declared
war until after the President has already plunged the
country into war. The has been set. The
President declares war as he deems the situation calls for

look **good”’ for the United States to appear devided and
issue at such a crucial time.
continue to pray for a peaceful
to the crisis in the Middle East, and for our

EXT???

power, will they exercise it? Or will they get caught up in
party line politics about whether to impeach or not to
impeach? ...Sometimes we think that our United States
Government should act more and speak less,

We are of mixed emotions about Timothy Jacobs at this
point. It seems to us that reporting to a parcle officer,

doing community service, and paying his restitution, was

not too much to do in exchange for his freedom. Afterall,
it was a plea agreement and he did agree to do certain
things in exchange for a six year sentence on the state
charges of kidnapping... We still are saddened by the fact
that he has been returned to prison, although we do
recognize that it appears to be his own fault... Neverthe-
less, we hope that he will not be incarcerated long and
when he is released again that he will resolve "‘never to

go to prison again.”

Indian Solidarity continues to meet and are discussing
and planning activities that will ensure that the Indian

County. Many issues are under discussion with this group
now...including selective buying and other constructive
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Another of the Native American groups of the Eastem
Woodland culture area is the Kickapoo Nation, Their
original home was in Southermn Wisconsin, between Lake
Michigan on the east and the Mississippi River on the
west. Rather than occupying the Eastemm Woodland
proper, they were actually residents of the edge of the
Woodland, between forest and prairie. But their cultural
and language ties were more with Eastern Woodland
people than with those of the prairie and plains.

The Kickapoo language is a branch of the great
Algonkian language family, and thus the Kickapoo are
distantly related to the Hatteras of North Carolina,
as to the Narragansett, Potawatomi, and
others). The Kickapoo lived in villages along the
Wisconsin, Rock, and Fox Rivers, frequently alongside
their Algonkian kinsmen of the Mascouten and Fox
Nations.

Living as they did in the transitional area between
forest and prairie, the Kickapoo practiced a somewhat
unusual subsistence lifestyle. In the Spring they were
farmers, cultivating comn, beans, and squash as did most
of their Woodland brethren. But in Summer they
regularly hunted bison on the prairie to their west. Then
in Autumn they returned to harvest their crops. But in
Winter they usually moved south to hunt deer and bear
for about three months. The Kickapoo had clearly become
well-adapted to life in this transitional environmental
zone, exploiting each food resource in tumm as it became
available.

The Kickapoo lived in oval houses in both Winter and
Summer, but the materials used to build the houses
differed depending on the season. Summer houses were
made of bent saplings covered with birch or elm bark,
often with the floor left bare. But Winter houses were
made fron saplings covered with cattail mats, with the
floor covered with grass or reed mats for warmth. As with
many traditional Native American homes, the door always
faced to the East.

With the coming of Europeans, the Kickapoo and their
Mascouten and Fox cousiss were caught between two
great opposing forces. To the East and South were the
Iroquoian Nations, with guns provided by the English and
Dutch; each year they pressed farther and farther into
Kickapoo hunting grounds in search of furs for trade with
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the Europeans. To the West were the Siouan Nations,
armed with guns from the French; they also pressed into
Kickapoo territory in search of furs for trade.

In 1685 the Kickapoo and their Mascouten and Fox
cousins formed a confederacy, and acquired guns from
the French at Green Bay. Over the next few years they
would raid west against the Sioux and east against the
Iroquois. They also raided French traders during this
period, thoroughly disrupting the fur trade in their area.

But eventually the Kickapoo were employed by the
French to fight against British-influenced tribes,
including the Fox, Natchez, and Chickasaw, in the
“French and Indian War."' In the American Revolution,
different bands of the Kickapoo fought briefly on both
the English and the American side, though when the time
came for the bands to fight against each other they
refused, and ended up more or less by default on the
American side. This would prove to be a short-lived
alliance, however, because the United States claimed all
of the Kickapoo lands in the Treaty of Paris in 1783, The
inevitable settlers soon followed, and the Kickapoo began
the journey out of their homelands.

After a long series of conflicts, treaties, and removals,
including stays in Missouri, Kansas, and Texas, a number
of Kickapoo wound up in Mexico in 1838. By 1862,
another group of about 600 moved from Kansas to
Mexico. Some of these were returned by military force to
the U.S. in 1872, and eventually many others would
return and be placed on a reservation in Oklahoma. Some,
however, remain in Mexico, living on a 17,000 acre
reservation near the town of Musquiz, and maintaining
many of their Algonkian customs. Nowadays, about 1200
Kickapoo are enrolled in the U.8. faction, but only about
500 live on their reservation around Mcloud, Oklahoma.

As with many other Native American Nations, recent
years have witnessed a resurgence of attention to cultural
heritage amongst the Kickapoo. The Oklahoma and
Mexico groups often visit each other, and the more
traditional -minded folks look proudly into the future
while not forgetting the past.

For more information, visit the Native American
Resource Center in Old Main Building, on the campus of
Pembroke State University.
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