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EULA. MABLE & LORRAINE HUNT

By Barbara Braveboy-Lockdear
SPECIAL TO THE CAROLINA INDIAN VOICE
Recent frigid weather caught some area residents
shivering. But for three Hopewell community residents
the situation became a laughing matter.

Eula, Mable “ZiI"" and Lorraine Hunt just threaded
‘their needles and kept on stitching quilts with their
nimble fingers.

It's been many moons since the Hunt sisters began
quilting -a craft they learned in childhood. As far as they
are concerned there is no special season for quilts, for

Their hobby became a business of sorts several years
ago when two students from Pembroke State University
came calling for old quilts for their dormitory rooms. The
be purchased from the Hunt quilters. This was before the
H?uhuwwwﬁmhmmdlm.

‘We were awakened from our sleep that night and
escaped unharmed,”” Eula remembers. “‘But we lost
everything we owned including more than 100 treasured
quilts."" Also lost in the fire was their mothers pedal
sewing machine which was used in construeting quilt

they are surrounded by them continually. A quilting tops.

frame stays up year round at the Hunt residence off
Highway 710 between Rowland and Pembroke.

Eula, 72; Mable, 68; and Lorraine, 66 never married.
““We had parents to take care of," says Mable Hunt in
explaining their marital status. None of the women ever
left home. They were among 19 children bom to Allen and
Betty Brooks Hunt in the Union township of Robeson
County. Nine children live today.

All three sisters say there is little idle time spent at the
old Hunt homestead where they live with an unmarried
brother, CIliff.

““We don’t quilt every day. Some days we loaf,"’ says
Mable. Eula readily admits to being the biggest loafer
because her siblings push her because she handles the
family's business affairs. She says she depends on her
sister, Mable or other family members to drive her on
errands because she never leamed to drive because of “'a
heavy, foot."

The sisters along with their brother took up temporary
dwelling in a small wooden house across the road from the
one destroyed. Unable to continue actual quilting, the
sisters busied themselves in sewing quilt tops with nimble
fingers, Construction began on a new home and during
the fall of the same year they moved into the modern brick
home they live in today. In planning the house they
provided for a quilting room built on the
backside. This is where much time is taken in turning out
masterpieces in bedeovering.

The sisters agree that double-size quilts are most in
demand. Among the most popular designs are the
wedding ring and star. Rarely is a quilt top made by
machine because none of the sisters feel comfortable in
operating the electric machine which sits pretty much un-
noticed in a room.

*I don’t use it for the same reason I never learned to
drive a car. My heavy foot won't let me,”’ laments Eula.

» s

Front: Lorraine Hunt; standing left to night: Eia end Mable Hunt.

In addition to running family business errands her
“loafing’’ consists of daily chores of caring for the
family's farm livestock which consists of four cows and
two hogs. Throw in 35 chickens and several cats,

Eula says she does it, ' Because I' ve always done it and
1 do it because there's no one else to do it,"" she explains
after coming indoors from rolling a bale of hay which she
has fed the animals. ‘' Hard work is not new to us. We
remember well the years of killing hogs, pulling tobacco
suckers, pulling fotter and plowing mules on the family
farm from sun up to sun down."”

The Hunt sisters share in the responsibilities of running
the household. They say they get along living together
because they don’t have ‘' fusses.”

“Jt ain’t a bit of good to have fusses...not a bit in this
world,” says Eula. ““We agree well on everything."”

Lorraine, who works in an area textile manufacturing
plant, does most of the vooking of meals for the family.
Mdouﬂuowtﬂlummdﬂ::mvhnlh's

not cutting and sewing quilt tops, s napping. Eula
and Lorraine enjoy good health. Mable suffers from
and diabetes.

““There is no boss in the family. We do as we please,"’
Mable comments. Mmm&“h“‘m

Cummings Family
to Observe
First Anniversary
with Singing

The Happy Echoes and the Cummings Family will host
their first anniversary singing on Friday, February 22 at

They all share in the tasks of making quilts. They all
handsew tops, but Mable says she has an edge on her
sisters when it comes to assembling pieces. Eula does
most of the cutting of designs.

“1 can beat ' mwurn here, I work
outside the home and don't quilt as much, but I
quilt faster,”” Lorraine None of the sisters lap

, of quilts leaving the Hunt
Occasionally they will quilt

a top brought in by | 1 also do quilt repair
a:? nmnﬂu-.,%\_.: get their fabric for their
from **first one place: then another.”” Often

times friends donate fabric and sometimes the sisters buy
it. And they re always on the lookout for new patterns.

The Lumbee Indisn women say they have quilts all over
the world including Germany, Mexico and Saudia Arabia.

working real hard and made more,”” says Eula.

Do the Hunt sisters contemplate retirement from
quiltmaking? ** We can’t when there are people wanting
them,”' Eula answers.

Andvhyh“.“udlﬂmmﬂnntquﬂtltdl?
:‘?mmmwaummmmm

““Why? To make & nickel,”" replies Eula, the biggest
loafer and family business manager.

Community To
Meet with
County
Commissioner
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Raymond |Pete) Clark, jmoun as Ray Spo# s
shown being interviewed by Beth Kulle of WBTW-TV of
Florence, SC, during his recent visit to PSU's
American Resource Center. Clark, 71, dances with
Lumbee-Cheraw Dancers, who were organized by his son,
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Lyrics of Indian Normal School

Song Recalled by

is Indian Normal

Howard Oxendiline

two old friends at Sheff's Seafood in Pembroke:
MaryHammond Locklear and Lucy Locklear. They started
humming theold school song, but only Oxendine recalled
the words. They were so meaningful to him that he wrote
them down.

In his neat penmanship, here are the words of the song,

* Indi " that woole and
S R e
INDIAN NORMALSCHOOL :

We are the I N.S. |[meaning Indian Normal School] of
the old N.C. of the U.S.A. so grand. So hurrah for our
School, hurrak for our state and hurrah for our nafive
land.

We ave the LN.S. of the old N.C. of the U.SA. so
grand. So hurrah for our School, hurreh for our state, and
hurrah for our native land.

Oxendien mailed these words to PSU for its quarterly

of **PSU Today.” However, credit was

xmﬂmnmhrduﬂl Abbeville, Ala., for researching and sending in the lyrics.
u".dtlﬂgmhinkhtﬂlll.m.jmmd It is Howard Oxendine, 2 man with a remarkable

Charlotte. credit
Aman with marvelous memory, Oxendine recently met sharing these historical lyries of a bygone day.

Prayer
Indian
held

Mid Winter
Service &
Dance to be

A mid-winter prayer service and Indian dance will be
held at Prospect School on Friday evening, February 22
until 11 p.m. Admission is free, The
drumming will be by the Running Water Drum of
Fayetteville. Derek Lowry and Angie Goins will lead the
dance. .

m'ﬂhonmduﬁngﬂmmﬂ.mpﬂh'-
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from 6 p.m.

to attend.
The D& L. Singers will be performing. Prayers will
offered by Vernon Cooper, Rev. Jimmy Dial, Ev. Priacills
Jacobs, Rev. Samuel Wynn, and Ev. Harold G. Dial.

Rev. Kelly Sanderson will deliver the message and
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