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Whatever Happened to ...

Earl

By Barbara Braveboy Locklear
SPECIAL TO THF. CAROLINA INDIAN VOICE

His family and neighbors call him Earl. Thousands of
his former high school students call him ‘' Mr.Shep.” His
birth certificate shows him to be Earl Rayeford Sheppard.
Those who know him he’s one kind fellowman,

One of three children of Duel Sheppard and Hattic Mae
was born in McDonald, He was
his father died and says he was

father five years later when his
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SECOND ANNUAL PSU GCOSPEL

MISIC FESTIVAL

BY GENE WARREN
JThey have performed at the White House for former

at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tenn.

They are The Kingsmen, who are booked out of
Nashville, Tenn., and will be among the groups
performing at Pembroke State University’s second annual
“Gospel Music Festival'' April 25.

Current members include founder Eldridge Fox, lead
singer Jim Hammill, tenor Gary Sheppard, bass singer
Ray Dean Reese--and the band composed of Anthony
Burgeron the piano, Tim Surrait on the bass, Greg Fox on
the drums, and Gary Dillard, who plays the steeler guitar,
banjo, dobro, harmonica, bass guitar and rhythm guitar.

Under the guidance of Fox and Hammill, The
have won nearly every aecolade in Southern

They have won numerous Dove Awards
Gospel Music Association and have received
News'' for ‘awards in every

““Top Female Voealist'’' and ''Top

have recorded over 100 albums that
songs that become Southern gospel classics,
*'Stand '* “The Ole Ship of Zion,”" and
““Excuses."’ They have also released a number of videos,
helnﬁlg. ““Mississippi Live” and "'Stand Up At

Founder Fox describes their music as Southern Gospel
and says they are proud of it

‘*We started with 8 Southern gospe! sound, and we've
never deviated from it in any way,”” Fox says. “‘We do
what we do, and we don’t have any desire to be anything
Fox feels The Kingsmen's longevity stems from two
*(1) Trying sie Best to do the Lord's will, and (2§
P Bt us to do--not what the industry
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wants or expects.”’

For Fox, the dream of performing in a gospel quariet
began in childhood. He says after atlending a concert
featuring The Rangers, The Sunshine Boys and The
Homeland Harmony Quartet, he knew he wanted to spend
his life glorifying the Lord through music. In 1953, he
formed a group called The Silvertones, but was called into
the Armed Forces. When his military stint was
completed, he organized a group called The Kingsmen.
The pressures of balancing their jobs and families and
performing on weekends fioved too great and this group
disbanded.

However, Fox bought out the other members, retained
The Kingsmen name and began developing what has
become an institution in Southern gospel music.

Each member of the group has been with The
Kingsmen for several years. Reese, of Asheville, has 20
years with the group; Hammill, of Memphis, Tenn., 18
years; Dillard, of Birmingham, Ala., 13 years; Greg Fox,
son of founder Eldridge Fox, 13 years; Burger, of
Cleveland, Tenn., 11 years; Sheppard, of Qates, Mo., 6
years; and Surratt, of Canton, N.C., the newcomer of the
group.

Eldridge Fox sees The Kingsmen as an on-going
institution. *“We're going to continue doing what has
made us successful--singing for the Lord and our fans, If
we do those things, everything else will take care of
itself,”” he says.

Tickets are $5 for the ‘' Gospel Music Festival."" Ticket
outlets are: Lumberton--Christian Book Store, Dee's
Hallmark Shop, McNeill's Jewelers, Merrimac Music,
Robeson Baptist Assn., The Comic Book Shop:
Pembroke--Burnt Swamp Baptist Assn.; Launinburg--
Quick Copy; Fayetteville-The Dancer at Cross Pointe;
and Red Springs--MeNeill's Jewelers. For more informa-
tion, telephone (919)521-0778.
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State University “‘Gospel Music Festival" Thursday,
Apnl 25, at 7 p.m. in PSUs Performing Aris Center. |

N.C. INDIAN CULTURAL CENTER
A racking and game horse show  exciting entertainment that will be much of the competition categories
featuring J« the best show fun lor‘ the whole family."’ require special equipment, some
horses in the region will be held  Mr. Swett that horse riding  SAtegories are open (o novice riders
Saturday, March 30, 1991 beginning and showing is popular in the m"““":ﬁl"l}“md
at 1 p.m. at the North Carolina Indian  ares. He explained that the show is children’s lead-in compelilions are
Cultural which is located off an annual event held in Pembroke unusual and exciling events,
Highway 74 near Pémbroke. and has been rated one of the best  The show is sponsored by the
P . shows in southeastern North Caro- North Carolina Indian Cultural
1o Bruce Bwetl, chair |ina Center and proceeds from the event
man of the show gommitlee, a Mr. Swelt said the show will begin ~ Will be used 1o help develop the
large number of horses from North gt 1 p.m. with ehildren's competi Cultural Center as a tourist attrac
Carclina and adjoining states are ion, and will end with the major tion.
expecied (o be shown in 30 events competition for game horses, and
and classes. ''Owners of horses who  racking horses. Admission is $2.00. The announcer for the show is
have won national and world class “The Cultural Center site is an R W. Sharley. The mcing and game
shows have siid they would be here.  excellent loeation for the show,”” said  horse judge is Mike Hancock. Other
Over $2,500 is prize money will be My, Swell. ““We have a beautiful members of the show committee are
in the show,"” said Mr. setting that has picnic and play- Willie Collins and interested com-
facilities. Boating, fishing, munity residents.

and eamping are also available at the
'm'UO
Mr. Bwett

pelntnd ihat while

For additional information about
the show, contact the Indian Cultural
Center at (919)521-2433.

FEaster Sunrise
Service to be held

An Easter Sunrise Service will be
held Sunday, March 31, 1991 from
7:00 10 8:00 n.m. st the amphitheater
at the North Carolina Indian Cultursl
Center.

Michael Cummings, Dir
octor for the Burnt
Swamp Baptist Association will
AT
Elrod Chureh will

apeeial music. The Pembroke
Olub will present a spocial

tribute 10 members of the military,
veterans, and their families,

According 0 Bruce Swell, Site
Manager for the Indian Culiural
Center, the site of the event has
much seenle and natural beauty.
“"We hope to see & beautiful sunrise
over the lake at the site,"’ he said,
The public is condially invited w
attend, Admission s free,

For more information, eontaet
Bruce Bwelt at the Indian Cultural
Center st (PIDIB21 2488,



