HOW DID PEMBROKE STATE UNIVERSITY BEGIN?
OLD SCHOOL CATALOG PROVIDES
DETAILED ACCOUNT

James Howard Oxendine of Mint Hill, N.C.. jusi east
of Charlotte, recently provided Pembroke State Universily
a copy of the Cherokee Indian Normal School catalog of
1935-36 in which there is a detailed account of how the
school (now Pembroke State University) began.

class of '36, says the histori-
cal sketch in the front of the
catalog clearly defines how
the school was started on one
acre of property costing $8
near New Hope Church 1'%
miles northwest of PSU. =

That properly was pur- 8 .
chased for that amount from
Rev. William Jacobs, accord-
ing to the catalog.

The catalog says that “in
1887, under the influence of
the honorable Hamilton Mac-
Millan (of Red Springs), representative in the (state)
legislature from Robeson County, a law was passed
providing for the establishment of a Normal School for the
Indians of Robeson County. The law stipulated that only
those above 15 years of age might attend and then only if
they signed a contraci to teach (upon graduation) for at
least one year (in the Indian public schools). The law
appropriated $500 for the state treasury for maintenance
only (of the school) and carried a further provision that if a
building were not provided...the legislature of 1889
should repeal the act.”

In other words, the Indian people were made
responsible for providing land and a building. The state’s
only responsibility was the $500 apprupriation for
maintaining that building once it became a realily.

According to the catalog, Rev. W.L. Moore, in whose
honor Moore Hall at PSU is named, took the initiative in
calling a meeting to implement action needed to provide a
building.

** Only four men responded’” 1o Moore's call, according
to the calalog. ‘'Finally, the (state) legislature appointed
W.L Moore, Preston Locklear, James Oxendine, who was

Qimes I, Orrndine

& former counly commissioner, and James Dial, Sr., ax
trusiees Lo carry oul Lhe pruvisions of the acl. It gave them
authority o elect three other Lrusiees, thus bringing the
trusiee body up o seven. J.J. Oxendine, Isaac Braboy
and Ollen Oxendine were elecied,” said the catalog.
The catalog continued: “With opposition on every
hand, with money scarce, and with only a few really
inlerested in education, a subscription was raised among

' both whites and Indians 1 purchase a site. One aere of

land across the road opposite New Hope Church was
bought from Rev. William Jacobs for $8, upon which was
erecied a two-story building which would have cost
around $1,000 had nol a large amount of materials and
labor been given gratis.

As the late DF. Lowry ol Pembroke wrote in 1972
"“The people 1k their broad axes and went into the
forest ax Nt did o bulding the ark These  old
patriarchs sweated it out, They bl our firsst building. ™
The DLE. Loy Center at PSU s named in honor of thix
man who became the finst 1o reecive a diploma from the
school in 1905,

The catalog says W.1. Moore, who had been a teacher
in the public schools of Robeson County for several years,
“not only have $200 in cash tloward the ervetion of the
{first) building, but he alse quitl teaching for a year and
gave his services in the interest of the sehool in order that
the project might be put over within the 1wo years
required by the legislative aet.” The catalog notes that
Moore ** was elected the finst prineipal and teacher™ of the
school.

“He (Moore) began work in the fall of 1887 with an
enrollment of 15 students. He kept the school together
during the year and, thus fulfilling the provision of the
law, he drew from (he state the first money provided for
the education of the Indians of Robeson County. The
legislature of 1889 raised the appropriation o $1,000 and
granied the same sum for many years afterward,”
according W the catalog.

Among ather historical information the catalog points
out is that the school was moved from the New Hope
Church area to Pembroke in 1909, The state legislatune
appropriated $3,000 for a new building at this present
location.

The catalog then tells about the $75,000 alloeated for
the construction of the first brick building on campus: Old
Main, which still stands emblematic of PSU. As stated by
the eatalog, ' The school found a friend in the legislaune
in the person of Judge 1. Varser of lLumberon, who will
be remembered with the honorable Hamilton MacMillap
as the friends of Indian education. In 1921, the legislatune
appropriated $75,000 under the terms of ‘a bill sponsored
by Judge Varser for the ervetion of a new and up-to-date
building (Old Main). Very few people have been known to
rejoice as these did when they were able (o oecupy it for
their commencement exervises in the spring of 1923.%

A very valuable document is this eatalog from the
1985-36 academic year of the Chervkee Normal
School, which became Pembroke State University, a
proud institution of the Univemsity of North Cirolina,
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Locklear twins receive

academic recognition

Carmals tha Lockds ar

Carmaletta locklear, daughter of
Margelet Jones and Jerry Lowklear of
Raleigh, NC. has been indueted into

the Sociedad Honomria Hispanica,
the National ligh Sehool Spanish
Honor Soeeciciy at Saint Mary's
College, where she is an upeoming
12th grader.

Carmaletta has also been named a
P.C. Junior Fellow in recognition of
superior academie ment by Preshy
tenian College of Clinton, 8.0, She is
one of two students 1w reeeive this
recognition.

Carnadena has beer anendinge
Naint Mary's College Tor the Bist twe
years. She received a seholarship 1o
attend Saint Many's  College, an
all-girl private school, based on her
academic achievements. The coming
school year will e her thind year
receiving a scholarship,

Carmaleita nguntains o LT GI'A
Tor the 1) 91 vear. Her goals ame 1o
continge  ber educaton at UNC
Chapel Hill or Duke University. Her
long-term goal is working ih medi
cine.

L. Lncklvar

4.1, loeklear, son of Maneelet
Junes and Jerry Liwklear of Raleigh,
NC bas been nominated for honorary
award recognition and 1o have his
biography published in the appropri
ate volume of Who's Wha  Among
American High Sehool Students due
o his fine academic achievements,

Ax a Who's Whe student, J.1.
may apply for a $1LO00 seholarship
from the $75.000 1o be awanded this
year.

.. is o be commended, sinee
only 5 pereent of all high  sehool
students nveive this awand each
year.

4.1 is an upeoming 12th grader at
Garner Senior High Sehool, He
enjys golfling and his goals are 0

continue to do well in high sehool and |

continue his education,
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Carmaletta and L1Y are  the
grandchildren of Mr. Wileyv Jones
and the late Mrs. Beulah Jones of
Pembroke and Mr. Carson [ocklear
and the late Mrs. Susie Liwklear of
Pembroke.

The twins' mother, Margelet
Jones, savs that “Carmaletta and
J.1D. are her suevess.”™”
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