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North American Native writers to gather for
Gift" event at QU

"Returning the

North American writers of Native
American descent will gather for a
four-day event titled "Returning the
Gift: A Festival of North American
Native Writers" July 7 through 10 on
the University of Oklahoma's Norman
Campus.

tinuing Education, 1700 Asp Ave.
The festival is co-sponsored by the
OU College of Arts and Sciences.

The festival will feature writers of
North American Native descent from
and Central America.

J. Rufus Fears, dean of the OU Col-
lege of Artsand Sciences, has adopted
the "Retumning the Gift" project as

partofan effort to promote American -

Indian researchand awarenessat OU,
said Barbara Hobson, project coondi-
nator at OU.

of the festival will

working on her doctoral degree at
OU. The third and fourth days, open
to the general public, will bring in
non-Native supporters of Native writ-
ing, including critics, publishers and
teachers of Native American litera-

Distinguished Service Medal presented to

A central mission of the project is to
strengthen the role played by Native
writing and Native wirters in educat-
ing and providing role models for
Native youth.

The project also includes and out-
reach education program to bring
traditions of Native literature to na-
tive American students at all levels
and

their teachers; the publication of a
"Directory of North American Na-
tive Writers"; and the formation of a
North American Native Writers
Associaiton.

In addition, the outreach program
will foster development of writing
workshops; establish a clearing house
to help Native writers publish; dis-
seminate infosmation about contem-
porary Native writing and writers to
libraries and bookstores; and publish
an anthology of Native writing from

. writers at the festival and other docu-

mentation of the project through a
writtenhistory, audio, film and video.

Joseph Bruchac, an Abenaki story-

tclluluhilm‘na-cﬁu' and

social concemns and a sense of re-
sponsibility for coming generations
are major elements of contemporary
Native literature.

"There's no question that education
is a great problem in this country
today, and perhaps no group is more
i,n need of better education and
stronger, more positive role models
than Native American youth,"
Bruchac said.

He said the United States and Canda
"have a long history of government-
imposed systems meant to destroy

Velasquez and Walker

Robert Walker, a 1982 Sewart High
graduate, recently received a
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chest was stopped by his bullet
resistance vest. Officer Walker
also fired his weapon, hitting one
of the suspects. Two of the men
were taken into custody at the scene
and two, including the one that was
wounded, escaped. Even during
ﬂﬁsmdhqﬁm.buhof-
ficers maintained their composure
and wer able to0 provide to the
dispathcer a complete description
of the two that escaped and their
pect was soon arrested when he
sought treatment at a hospital. The
second man, during an operation

100 several months later, took his
own life instead of surrendering to
police. Officers Velasquez and
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Native cultural heritage and glorify B

Western civilization in a totally un-
balanced way. Such education made
people feel confused about their iden-
tity, even ashamed of being Indian or
Eskimo."

"The idea of the artist being isolated
from the people doesn't make sense

'‘Retumning the Gift'. The ability to
write well, to tell stories or make
poems is regarded by us as a special
gift.

"This festival, with its strong em-
phasison the place Native writers can
holds mentors and educators, is one
way of our returning the gift and

keeping the balance. It is a means of
giving back, as writers and as human

Inadition to the OU College of Arts
and Sciences, the event is sponsored
by the Greenfield Review Literary
Center, Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, State
Arts Council of Oklahoma, Bay Foun-
dation and the New York Times
Foundation.

Conference registration is $85.00.
Toregister, call (405) 325-5102. The
toll free numbersare 1-800-522-0772,
Ext. 5101, in Oklahoma and 1-800-
523-7363, Ext. 5101, outside of Okla-

~ The mind of man is
capable of anything—
because everything is in
it, all the past as well as

all the future.
—Joseph Conrad

Fourth of July
Celebration Planned

in Lumberton

The North Carolina Indian Busi-
ness Association will meet on Sat-
urday, J;m 20,1992 from
10:008.m.-12:00 noon in classroom
222 and 223 of the Education Cen-
ter at Pembroke State University,
Pembroke, North Carolina

Agenda items will include:

A presentation from Greg
Richardson, Director of the North
Carolina State Indian Housing
Authority on an up coming con-
struction bid (see attachment).

The Small Business
Administration's Native American
Initiative.

Native American Marrow Donor
Awareness Program

List of North Carolina Indian Busi-
ness

Membership is open to owners
and operators of Indian businesses,
organizations and those interested
in assisting the asssociation achieve
it's goals and objectives. Please
plan to attend and bring a friend.

A $5.00 registration fee will be
collected at the door. For more
information contact Wanda Burns-
Ramsey, Economic Development
Specialist for the North Carolina
Commission of Indian Affairs, at
919-733-5998.
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Rﬁﬂm-md(ﬂ- Hearts 4-H Club

4-H activity day held

One of the major events in the
Robeson County 4-H members
present presentations on 4-H
projects, says Vernon E. McHam,
Extension Agent, 4-H. Presenta-
tions normally last from five to
twelve minutes with the exception

of outdoor cookery projects. Pre-
sentations are a special kind of

. activity which help 4-HT'érs 6%8l0p

their public speaking and commu-

ication skill

McHam states that the follow-
ing is a list of 4-H members and
their areas in which presentations
were presented; Omekio Baldwin,
Artistic Arrangement, Sr.; Marcus
Leazer, Beef Charl-Grill, Sr.;
TM“M&;M
Richardson, Crafts, Jr.; Sonya
McDuffie,Crafts, Sr.; Amy Tippets,
Electric, Sr.; Kim Hunt Environ-

mental  Quality; Shawn
Hershberger, Fish and Seafood
Utilization, Sr.; Tomy Locklear,
Fruit and Vegetable Use, Sr.;
Nkoma Young, Photography, Sr.;
Laura Bethea, Safety, Sr.; -Janet
Jones, Sewing, Sr.; Shannon
Hershberger, Wildlife, Jr.; and

bers will compete at district level.
Our District Activity Day will be
June 26 at Union Pines High School
in Moore County beginning at 9 a.m.
The public is cordially invited to
attend ;

For more information regarding our
district ativity day or other 4-H pro-
Center of NC Cooperaive Extension
service at 671-3276

Pembroke
Kiwanis Report

Program Chairman Ed Teets
presened Cadet Art Thomas
Lockiear, 2 1991 graduate of Purnell

Call (919)521-2826 Tody!
Smoking restricted further at

Southeastern General Hospital
Guests of Southeastern General why we have been so slow in ban-
Hospital may breathe a little easier ning smoking within the hospital,”
beginning July1. Welsh added. "Certainly we need
On that day the second phase of 10 be more sensitive to the needs of
a smoke-free plan spproved by the those who do not smoke.”
SGH Board of Trustees will take Hospital officials are also aware
effect. Visitors will no longer be of the difficulty many employees
permitted to smoke inside the hos-  have in quitting cigarettes. Be-
cause of this, smoking cessation
affilisted facilities. Patients will  classes are being offered to all
be pemmitted tosmoke onlyby writ-  employees at no charge.
ten order of their physician based "As the major health care pro-
on criteria approved by the medical vider in Robeson County, we at
staff. SGH believe that smoking is both a
; bealth and safety hazard" said
SGH employees, asof July I,  Welsh. "Going smoke-free is the
may smoke only in certain desig- right thing to do in order to provide
nated areas including specified  a healthier, safer environment for
lounge areas and in the Employee patients, visitors, and employees
Smoking Facility, a free-standing alike.”
smoking building located in a park- SGH affiliated facilities also
ing lot behind the hospital's west  covered under the no-smoking
wing. policy include: the SGH Healthcare
Corporation building on Rowland
Avenue: the SGH Lifestyle Fitness

‘Center, 4895 Fayetteville RD.;
WoodHaven Nursing and
Alzheimer’s Care Center, 1150 Pine
ment Center, 1 100 Pine Run Drive;

Poems wanted for :
contest and

anthonlogy ;
Sparrowgrass Poetry Forum Inc.
is offering a grand prize of $500 in its
new "AWARDS OF POETIC EX-
CELLENCE" poetry contest. Thirty-
four other cash awards are also being
offered. The contest is free 10 enter.

Poets may enter one poem oaly, 20
lines or less, on any subject, in any
style. Contest closes July 31, 1992,
bbut poets are encouraged to submit
their work as soon as possible, since
poems entered in the contest also will
be considered for publication in PO-
ETIC VOICES OF AMERICA, a
hardcover anthology. Prizes will be
awarded by Sept. 30, 1992.

"We are looking for sincerity and
originality in a wide variety of styles
and themes," says Jerome P. Weich,
Publisher. "You do not have to be an



