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education aid and supplemental in-
come from the Federal government
becayse you are an American In-
dian?

If you ase Lumbee and have been
led to believe, by the media or other
sources, that if the Lumbees are fed-
erally recognized as 3 tribe you will
finally get your "Indian Money" for-
get it. We are not on a reservation
with vast natural resources sach as

With the poverty and despair
throughout indian country today the
"indian money” wasevidently mailed
by way of the final pony express in
the 1800's and the rider found a short
cut to Mexico. There is no "Indian
Money" and there never will be in

a concerted social and economic de-

be available as a result of recogni-
tion, but there must aiso be a dual
approach to promote and enhance
opportunities for economic develop-
ment in tribal communities that leads

we talking about that would be ac-
cessible by the tribe? As a non fed-
- exally recognized tribe we currently
_cannot receive funding from the In-
dian Health Services agency. a fed-
erally funded agency charged with
the responsibility to take care of the
health care needs of federally recog-
nized tribes. :

What health problems amony the
Lumbee has this lack of access to
services historically lead to among
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.11)years less then the average white
in North Carolina. Lumbees have
the highest rates of heart disease.
mortality of any other race in the

State.
Lack of access to proper health care
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cﬂl’ihﬁﬁ afflictions
that kill our people at a higher rate
then others. Those who would ques-
tion qur heritage should have to look
in the eyes of those very afflictions
that kill us unduly because of the
color of our skin.

available to the tribe federal Indian
health services aimed at basic pre-
ventive health care and limited treat-
ment. The design of the tribe's pro-
grams for health care delivery would
be implemented after a lengthy needs
vices could range from dental care to
prenatal treatment and care.

Would these health services be free”
Toestablish a health care program to
serve the needs of a tribe as large as
the Lumbee would take several years
to evolve to needs response and effi-
ciency. For example. the tribe may
decide to provide health services ini-
tially on "provider of last resort"
who have their own heaith care in-

__ surance who would recelve insur-

may be required of all Indian health
services nationwide in light of na-
tional domestic programs budget
cutting in the futwre. It should be
noted that how health services will
be provided is a decision the tribe
- will have to make. Would free
educational aide be available totribal
members to further their education?
The tribe will be in a position to
promote educational achievement
within the tribe. One of the trust
respomsibilities of the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs is the educational needs
of tribes as promised in treaties and
mandated by legislation. Federal
recognition would bring the Lum-
bees within the scope of this trust

functionofthe B.I.A. The tribe could,
depeadent upon funds, establish pro-
grams toaddress illiteracy, adult edu-

provement programs for youth.
Mﬁﬁm.pp
college or technical schools would
be available through the B.LA, or
other sources the tribe would seek to
tap. The tribe would be abie to present
it's educational needs to foundations
as a Fedenlly recognized tribe in
“Y'Mbum
financial aidthroughthe B.1A. would
be free 1o those who receive it. It

should be pointed out that currently Mﬂmm"m
areeligible forscholarships  McNelll presenting Plaque to Sgt.  Albert C. Woods.

Lumbees
and financial aid from the Indian
Health Services and the Office of
Indian Education outside the B.1.A.

Indian Health Service scholarships

have a "service payback® require
ment in tribal [ndian services desig-
nated area

If the tribe is federally recognized
Indians in the service area will still
have available to them all those ser-
vices currently provided by Lumbee

The tribe would be eligible to have
land put in trust for economic devel-
opment. jobs creation projects and
have preference in certain set aside
contracting opportunities with the
federal, state, and local governments.
One thing will come to the Lumbee
with Federal Recognition as a tribe,

« that is more value then money.
- That will be the improved image of
- who we are as a people. No longer

under the veil of this country's ques-
tion of who we are; the day our elders
can finally say our trials and tribula-
tions for over 100 years to achieve
federal recognition has not been in
vain.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This week's
question is amswered by James
Hardin, Executive Director of
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Woods Retires From North
Cargip_na National Guard

Receatly SGT, Albert C. Woods of
wmnc the NC.

Chl-uyll. I”Z&eawun
platoon gave a retirement dinner for
AC. at Lakeside Restaurant at
Antioch in appreciation of his ser-
vice to the Guard and support pla-
toon. Prayer was by SFC. John
Brayboy. He was presented anaward
by SSG. Waymond McNeill on be-

haif of the support platoon. A.C
stated that he was thankful, and
thanked God for having served 20
years in the service. He said, "There
have been some enjoyable times and
there ha ve been some times that were
not so enjoyable. All inall, however.

ithas been fun.”

Wﬁ*"t‘:
his family and having more time to
devote to his church. He is a member
and Sunday School teacher at Sy-
camore Holiness Church of Maxton.
The Support Platoon will miss
Woods, but many of them are look-
ing forward to the day when they
retire their BDUs and become plain
old civilians. The Platoon offers con-
gratulations and a long and happy
life to Woods.
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The racial break down of those to be
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County Commissioner Noah Woods to Host Public m

Mr. Noah Woods, will hold Public
Forums in Robeson County Com-
missioner District 4 at the following
locations on dates and at times listed:
RED SPRINGS MARCH 18, 1993

7:00 PM Red Springs District Courn
Room 218 South Main St. Red
Springs, NC.

Notes From N.C. House

by Rep. Roa Sutton

The North Carolina General As-
sembly has been in session for
slightly over a moath now and mem-

bers have been busy getting orga-

dit Committee (GPAC) report has
been a major ilem on everyone's
agenda. The GPAC was a group of
27 public officials and private citi-
2ens appointed by the 1991 General
Mbm&emcmcy

mnhdmnmmpmio&e 1993
General Assembly. They proposed

A major part of the first month has
been spent receiving briefing on the

GPAC studies and their recommen- .

dations. More detailed exposure will
be forthcoming as GPAC recommen-
dations are made imto bills and
brought before appropriate commit-
tees and subcommittees. Speaking
of committees, my commitiee assign-
ments are to the Appropriations Sub-
Committee on Transportation: the

4

PROSPECT MARCH 23, 1993 7.00
P.M. Prospect Elementary School
MAXTON MARCH 29, 1993 7:00
P.M. Maxton District Count Room
123 Florence St. Maxton, NC
PEMBROKEMARCH30, 1993 7:00
P.M. Pembroke District Court Room
Main 5t. Pembroke, NC.

Business and Labor Committee. the
Public Employees Committee. the
State Government Sub-committee on
the Military, Veterans and Indian
Affairs; and the Judiciary Il Com-
mittee. Bills are just now getting o
the various committees and we are
actively discussing and debating
them.

The Local Delegation, consisting
of Senator David PamelL Rep. Daniel
DeVane. Rep. Frances Cummings
and | met with the Lumberton City
Council for breakfast on February
15, 1993, to discuss their potential
legislative concerns. Likewise, we
met with the Raeford/Hoke Cham-
ber of Commerce on February 13.
1993, for a similar purpose.

The full Robeson County Delega-
tioned and Rep. David Redwine and
Rep. Dewey Hill is scheduled tomeet
with the Robeson County Commis-
sioners on March 8, 1993, 1o discuss
their legislative agenda. All these
meetings are important and informa-
tive to the members as this is one key
way we have of finding out what
local government officials want and
need.

On Wednesday, February 24, 1993,
| filed the Golf Course/Cultusal Cen-
ter Bill. This Bill represents the
agreenient worked out by the Joint
Senate and House Legislative Study
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The purpose of the Public Forums is
1 receive comments, input, and
answer from _
regarding matters of interest to citi-
zens of Robeson County.
Commissioner Noah Woods wel-
comes your attendance.

District 85

Commuttee that beld public hearings
on the subject in Robeson County
last fall. The House Bill was seat to
the Appropriations Commitiee and
will be reviewed and debsted st a
later date. The Bill, HB29S, has no
surprises and tracks directly along
the recommendations of the Joint
Study Committee.

On Thursday night. March 4, 1993,
| attended the swearing in ceremony
for Major David Green of Parkton to
the North Caroling Board of Trane-

On the same occasion.
another Robeson County nstive.

Alexander Kellins was sworn in as
the Comsmissioner of the North Caro-
lins Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV). | wish to congratulate both
of these Robesonians ca their ap-
pointments. | intend 10 make peri-
odic reports via the local press t0
keep you informed about legisiative
matters affecting District 85 in Robe-
son and Hoke Counties.
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