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Serving as executive director for
Pembroke Housing Authorily is
rewarding aswell aschallenging. When
Lemark Harris began that position two
years ago, the of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) had
issued a mandate to the Pembroke
Housing Authority. They had twelve
months to get the public housing in
order. or face a take over by HUD. Each
year HUD does a tReview.
It is rated with 60 being passing. In
1992 Pembroke Housing Authority had

a rating of 53%. The areas of weakness

were listed and the mandate was given.
Since becoming Executive Director.
tions
of the Authority have been
computerized and all areas of concern
have been dealt with. In 1994 the
Management Review by HUD rated
Pembroke Housing Authority at 95%.
That is quite an accomplishment and
Harris is proud of the progress and
growth of the Housing Authority.
Harris moved into the position as
executive director from Pembroke State
University where he served as a budget
analyst. He recalls his vears there as a
greal learning experience. *Twopeople
rovided invaluable assistance o me:
auletic Dial. Director of Accounting.
and Ruby Smith, Grants Officer. Both
of these ladies helped me tremendously.
Working at PSU was a challenge and |
really enjoyed it
Why would anyone leave the security
of a state position to take on the duties
of directing public housing with a
mandate from HUD? ** It wasachallenge
and | wanted 10 do what | could to be
beneficial 1o the public housing in
Pembroke. There is a stigmatism
associaled with public housing that
should not be there. and | felt that |

Six file for
three seats in
town elections

Lemark Harris, Executive Director of Pembroke Housing Authority
could help to eliminate the negative mﬁnﬁmmm inmm“hdlﬁmmdlcl

of our public housing. '
re are five housing projects in |
the town of Pembroke: Strickland
Heights. the largest with 100 units:
Terrace with 44 units which caters
1o the elderly and disabled. Chavis
Park has 45 units and Locklear Count
has 27. The offices are located at
Locklear Court. Because Strickland
Heights was the largest project. there ]
were many problems when Harris
became director,
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contact NACIE's North Carolina
contact person 18 Agnes Chavis
Member. NACIE (910) 739-4226.
The North Carolina Commission of
Indian Affairs. Greg Richardson.
Executive Director, (Y19) 7315908,
North Carolina rtment of Public
Instruction. Olivia Oxendine
education Consultant. (V1Y) 715-
1735 RSVP. North Carolina
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Andy Hunmt, Section 8 Housing,
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County.

7390058




