@ Eye Witness to History
, by Dexter Brooks, |
- Senior Resident Superior Court Judge

Serving as Supenior Court Judge
since 1989, Thay e the umique distine -
ton of being the first Native Amen-
can to serve n that capacity in the
State of North Carolina. and possibly
inthe nauon. Along with the disting-
tion of serving. | have been honored
to administer the oath of office on
many historic occasions inthe county
In this column 1 will reprint for you
the speeches | gave on these historic
occasions. L havebeen an eye wuness
Lo history and am honored 1o have
had the opportunity to participate in
the recording of this history

Oath of Office on July 1, 1992 to
the Newly-Elected Members of the
Board of Education for the Public
Schools of Robeson County.

Itis indeed my pleasure to admin-
ister the oath of office to the seven
newly elected members of the Board
of Education for the Public Schools
of Robeson County. On this historic
occasion it is only right and proper
that we reflect on how we came to be
here today.

In the not too distant past. our
county was divided into six indepen-

dent school systems that adminis-

tered scparate and uncqual schools
for three racial groups. My father.
John Brooks, taught for many vears
in the local Indian schools working
within' the system to improve the
opportunities available to his stu-
dents in spite of the evil of discrimi-
nation. Hisbrother. and closest friend.
Peter, made hisliving in the building
trade, yet soughtto change the sys-
tem so as to improve the educational
opportunities available to his people,
My Uncle Pete loved to recount how
he built the first school bus for Indian
children when the county refused to
provide such services to Indians,
May recognized the unfairness
and wastefulness of our former sys-
tem for educating and under-educat-
ing our young and worked tirclessly
o improve it. Then Rep. Joy J. John-
son stood alofie in our local legisla-
tive delegation when lic introduced a
bill to end the doublc-voting method
of electing the former county school
board. The resulting Janie Maynor
Locklear federal litigation, however,
finally limited the right to vote to
only those who lived within the school
district. The last time that I saw my
uncle Pete he was in intensive care at
the local hospital, yet his concern
was nol about his health but with the
status of the double-voting litigation.
This successful litigation resulted in
amajority-Indian board of education
which implemented an equitable dis-
trict election plan so that all races
would be fairly represented and equal
opportunity became not just a slogan
but an accomplished fact as blacks.
whites and Native Americans were
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In spite of the progress in the
county system. much remamed 10 be

done in the ety systems The Marg-
aret Cannady federal htigation suc-
cessfully challenged the allegal an-
nexauons o the Lumberton school
svstem under the Voting Rights Act
The Joy J Johnson federal hitigation
sought to force the city school sys-
tems to follow the lead of the county
system by electing their boards on a
district basis so that these boards
would likewise become tri-racial. The
case became moot, however, because
our citizens voted in 1988 1o merge
all of the county's school systems
Whether one was i favor of the
merger oropposed. most would agree
that it was probably the most signifi-
cant single political event-in_recent
county hislory as a tri-racial group.
including Eric Prevatte of the Ciu-
scns After Responsible Education
(CARE) organization. foreverended
the local practice of multiple school
systems

When you seven members take
vour seats. for the first time in history
Robeson county will have an all-
clected board of education. serving
the entire county. which accurately
reflects ifs racial makeup. Each of
you. however, represents blacks,
whites and Indians: as well as those
who supported and opposed the
merger of our. former five school
systems.

In ourdiversity you represent what
Amcrica will become early in the
next century. Blacks. whites, and
Native Americans must learn to un-
derstand and respect the culture of
cach other if we arc to be successful
in attacking common problems. If
vou fail, then how can our nation
succeed?

The time for litigation is past. The
time for discrimination is past. Your
goal should be nothing less than

insuring that every child--régardless
of race, wealth, or neighborhood---
has the same opportunity to develop
to their full potential. In accomplish-
ing this goal, those who labor under
your supcrvision should be held to
the same exacting standards without
regard to race or political favor. In
your hands you hold, in solemn trust.
the very fragile hopes and dreams of
many generations.

On behalf of my Dad and my
Uncle Pete, and of course, my eighty-
seven year old Mom. who is shame-
lessly proud of her second-youngest
son. | thank you for allowing me to

rticipate in this great event. You

onor mc by asking that I perform
thisceremony. I shall be forever grate-
ful.
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Letters to the Editor

Clear Message Sent by Members of
District 2 to Board of Education

T'o the Edntor

I'he members of District 2 Board
ol Education sent a Clear Message--
"Robesomans Care More Aboul
Improving Educaton Than Plaving
Polines * Therefore. 1 submit this
letier i response to the shenanigans
that took place in replacing the mem-
ber of the board of cducation on
January 21,1997

I have never been more appalled.
disappointed. and embarrassed with
the termed "so-called” Icaders' po-
htical games and the wheeling and
dealing with the educational oppor-
tunitics of our children here in Robe-
son County

It has taken mea little time since
January 21 wagempt todigest and to
move forward believing that the
PSRC Board of Education members
expetted us to think we were in the
‘real world' of.decision-making,

Can you agree with me thai the
board of education members are liv-
ing and operating in a sciting of
cducation dysfunction”

It took the board of education
membership month and eleven days
o announce its decisions of who
would be the replacement on the
board of education. It was not a mat-
ter of partisan bickering that took so
long. It was some board members
and their friends who chose to prac-
tice sclf-aggrandizement making
grandiloquent speeches instead of
working to help our schools and our
children.

Shellac, a varnish, comes
from the lac scale insect, which

feeds on plants by sucking out
juices.

.Say you read
it in Carolina
Indian Voice.

Grady Hunt & Brian Brooks

Let us help you with all your claims Jor
automobile or work related injuries.

Locklear, Jacobs & Hunt
Attorneys at Law
203 S. Vance St., Pembroke, NC 28372
(910) 521-343

The catastrophic problem and the
real truth s that the decision had
already been made prior 10 Januan
1997 There really was no need for
the people 1o think we could have
been heard nor a need 1o engage
oursclves in the excreise of futility
The controlling forces were at work
and had already spoken. This tvpe of
public representation must stop and
we will see that it does

How do the board members ex-
pect our children and the education
stafTs to learn to be "lunctional” and
(o "reach out” giving every person a
chance when they engage in politi-
cal-stronghold mancuy crs as was the
casc”

Many of the board members need
o wakc-up. stop the “controlling.
dominating attitudes.” and get on
with the people's business and the
cducation of our children

With the behavior of the school
board members and other eclected
ofTicial boards. it is no wonder that
several new “"watchdog® organiza-
tions have emerged recently in this
county. People arc fed up with the
‘good-old-boy' system and sclf-per-
pctuation of our officials.

Just this onc incident of replacing
a member of the board raises some
scrious questions about the decep-
tion and corruplt practices of many of
our elected ofTicials, A lesson should
have been learned when David Green
resigned and his replacement with

John Campbell was made at the samie
unmie (board mecting) that Green's
resignation was aceepted cmade pub

lic) Is it possible the board members
made a nustake then by not appoint

mg Brenda FagMg who was Green's
opposition” histead. the board mem-
bers appointed John Campbell

John Campbell. the Hunuin Relia-
tons Director. would have us 1o be-
hieve he has all the answers to con-
tract ncgotiations. filling vacancies
and now he wants an increase in s
salary asa board member 1twas just
a few months ago that the County
Commissioners gave him an astro-
nomical salary increase as HR Direc-
tor: now he wantsanother 67 percent
salary increase Docs he know who
pays all lus salaries”

We are sure there are many other
Robesonians who would care more
about improving cducation than
playing politicsand raising their own
salary as John Campbell has donc
Qur children and the people desen ¢
the very best in representation from
our board of education members

The decision of school board re-
placcment has been made. and we
must move forward. However. we
hope the board will develop policics
governing such delicate issucs and
other far-reaching issucs of~_the
people

Citizens.for Better Education.

Henry Douglas
Chairperson

Under normal conditions, th
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times its width.
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Give A Gift that

will be remembered all
year long!!!

Here's the secret—give a
gift subscription of this
newspaper o your special
friends. We provide a color-
ful gift card to meet any
special occasion announ-
Cingyou as the giver. Now
you don't have to worry
about shopping for a hard
to find gift for that special
person to enjoy. Come by
our office or call today for
specific details on this con-
venient, exciting gift!
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Know the consequences of alcohol and drug abuse
A message from United Natlonal Indian Tribal Youth

Clean your windows in privacy and safety from inside.
They are beautiful and practical!

Staying in Touch With Changing Times
VINYL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Call AL's ALUMINUM
for free demonstration

Over 25 Years Experience

910-738-5409

Curefree Reynolds Renovator
Windows are designed to fit your

busy lifestyle.

lLooking for a Horse?
Why Not Adopt a Mustang,
Call 1-800-417-9647 for details.
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Fantastic News for

Arthritis
Sufferers!

The Amazing New

Dr’s Cream

Dr s Cream; an innovalive,
dual-action pain reliefl formula
conlaining capsaicin developed by
a group of Doclors specifically to
relieve the suffering and nagging
pain of Arthrilis, Rheumatism,
Bursilis and Muscular Aches
Available at your local pharmacy
. To ordor dwect. send $9 95 for one jar o
$17.95 for two jars (Save §2 00) b
DAPAT Pharmacoutcals
5040 Linbar Drive. Suile 102-A
Nashwille TN 37211

health care team

This
Community
Just Keeps

ting
thier.

Pinakin I Vias, M.,
specializing in internal medicine,
has joined the staff of SRMC,
He will provide primary care
to acults and will treat patients
with chronic conditions such
as diabetes, high blood pres
sure, and heart disease,
A native of Bombay.
2 India, Dr. Vias practiced
general surgery in India
- for over two years, He
completed his residency
training in internal medi
cine at Harlem Hospital
Center affliated with
Columbia University's
College of Physicians

and Surgreons and Columbia .
Preshyterian Medical Center in New York City

Pinakin P. Vias, Ni.l).

We can all feel grood about cach new addition to the
medical staff at Southeastern Regional Medical Center,
Fvery physician brings yvears ol education, R]H'l'iil“[ll"(!
training and personal expertise to our highly diversified
and to our community,

We'd like to extend a warm welcome 1o our newest
doctor. With vour arvival, there s a sigmificant _
improvement in the general health of this community

N SOUTHEASTERN
" REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER

200 West 27th Street, Tainnberton, NC o (910) 6715000
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