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Drs. Dennis Stuart and Joseph Bell and Robeson
health C are C orp Sponsor N.C.Rural Health Scholars

Deepa Perumallu

This summer Drs. Dennis Stuart
and Joseph Bell of Robeson Health
Carc Corporation arc scrving as pre-
ceptors for Deepa Perumallu and
Elzabeth Quick. rising sccond-vear
medical students who have been se-
lccted as Rural Health Scholars for
the Class of 2000 by the N.C. OfTice
of Rural Health and Resource Devel-
opment. Eighteen physicians and
interdisciplinary community -based
practices that have demonstrated
themselves as exeellent role models
and teaching sites now participate in
this innovative program. This is the
third consccutive summer that Robe-
son HealthCarc hassponsored Schol-
dars

During summer preceptorships
withphysician-mentors. Scholarsarc
immersed in clinical medicine and
community life. But lcarning skills
1o treat medical conditions of indi-
vidual patients within the four walls
of the examining room are not the
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only lessons that Scholars hope to
lcarn during their summers. By vis-
ing patients in their homes. spend-
ing ime in other agencics and work-
ing in their communitics. Scholars
Icarn about the needs of the broader
community and how physicians can
work cfTfectively with others to ad-
dress them

The Program dispels many my ths
about rural practicc. During their
summers. Scholars sec that rural
medicine ofTers patients a wide range
of scrvices and excellent quality ; that
rural arcas and populations can be
vastly different from each other: and
that “it is riot all work and no play”
for health care providers.

On Junc 2nd. Decpa Perumallu
began her preceptorship with Dr
Start at South Robeson Mcdical
Center in Fairmont and Elizabeth
“Beth”™ Quick joined Dr. Bell at the
Julian T. Pierce Mcdical Center in
Pembroke

Perumallu. a nativ e of Goldsboro.
has scen her parcnts. both physi-
cians, care for rural North Carolin-
1ans with inadequate insurance coy-
crage sinceshe wasachild. Anactive
volunteer inclinics. a hospital inten-
sive carc unit and a retirement cen-
ter. perumalluis“at home™ in health
careseltings. During collegeat UNC-
CH where she majored in biology
and history. perumallu was scnior
dancer of aballet troupc and fcatures
cditor of the university 's newspaper.
the "Daily Tar Heel™. In 1194, she
studied Indian hlslon politics and
dance at the School for International
Training in India
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Please pray for us, and we'll pray for you.
We need your prayers always.
God bless each and every one of you.
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The Carolina Indian Voice newspaper
is growing and we-want to share our
exciting spurt with you—our readership!

Quick majored in biology at Mars
Hill College in northwestern North
Carolina where she wasreared Shap-
ing her interests in medicine were
volunteer and work experiences in
inpaticnt and ambulatory carc set-
tings and with children who have
expenienced the death of a family
member. Quick is drawn to pediat-
nics and family medicine

The Rural Health Scholars Pro-
gram was developed and is adiminis-
tered by the N.C. Office of Rural
Health and Resource Development
i conjunctionwiththe N.C. Pniman
Health Carc Association. the N.C
Arca Health Education Centers Pro-
gram. the N.C. Mcdical Society Foun-
dation and thc ECU and UNC-CH
Schools of Medicine. Now inits fifth
year. the Program has included a

total of 73 Scholars. It is lunded -

through a grant from the National
Health Scrvice Corps. U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Elizabeth 'Beth" Quick
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