Along the Robeson Trail

by Dr. Stan Knick, Director- UNC-P Native American Resource Center

Another contemporary issue
which faces the Lumbee and other
Native Americans is inter-tribal
rivalry. This competition, and
sometimes outright conflict, between
tribes or nations of Indians is nothing
new. Itcan be seen extending back for
hundreds, if not thousands, of years.

Indian legends tell us of very old
rivalries which go back farther than
anyone can remember. Some of the
earliest written records about Native
Americans describe what must have
been traditional rivalries between
groups (for example, North Carolina
Algonkian-speakers versus Iroquoian-
speakers in 1586).

It is easy to see how inter-tribal
rivalries developed. In some ways, it
was advantageous to individual tribes
(and their leaders) to perpetuate
rivalries with others as a means of
strengthening tribal identity, or
claims to certain lands or hunting
rights.

Some rivalries evolved as aresult
of ancient political struggles and
warfare. Others came about as a
consequence of economics, such as
the desire to control trade relations
(for example, the Occaneechi of the
Carolina Piedmont controlled the trade
route between the mountains and the
coast, placing them in a crossfire
rivalry between the Cherokee and
Tuscarora).
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Some rivalries were clearly
worsened by the coming of European-
sponsored wars. For example, when
the Cheraw and Catawba were
employed by the colonists to fight
against the Tuscarora during the
Tuscarora War, it didn't exactly get
rid of their old animosities.

There are plenty of modern
examples. A meeting held not too
long ago in Brazil, when several tribes
gathered to protest construction of a
dam and power plant on the Xingu
River, is a good case-in-point. Just
before the confrontation with the power
company representatives, as the
leaders of the various tribes talked
over their strategy for the day, the
chief of one tribe (Kayapo) said to the
chiefs of the other tribes: “I'm glad
that you others could be with us today,
so that you can learn how we real
Indians handle these whites.” The
facial expressions of the other chiefs
made it clear that the rivalry between
the tribes, articulated by the Kayapo
chief, was deeply felt by folks on all
sides. .

Sometimes these inter-tribal
rivalries are handled pretty well by
both parties. In some instances, there
iseven occasion for humor, Chippewa
people continue to remind the Lakola
that when the Chippewa chased the
Lakota out of the Woodlands and onto
the Plains they were just getting a head
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start on the federal relocation
program! The Lakota reply is often
that anything would be better than
living in Minnesota!

Al other times, old rivalries
between tribes or nations are used o
the advantage of outsiders, This seems
to be the case in the on-going Navajo-
Hopi case, and may also be true in the
historic Lumbee-Cherokee and
Lumbee-Tuscarora differences. Old
rivalries usually serve only to divide
the few resources which Native
Americans have, making them easier
to control by outside interests such
as big business, politics and
governmental institutions.

Despite the fact that inter-tribal
rivalries may have had some
advantages in earlier times, and that
they grew out of unavoidable
historical and cultral processes,
nowadays they have become almost
entirely disadvantageous to Lumbees
and other Native people. Who wins
these inter-tribal rivalries? Not the
Indians.

In the next segment we will
discuss more contemporary issues
which face the Lumbee today, as we
move toward situating the Lumbee in
context. For more information, visit
the Native American Resource Center
in historic Old Main Building, on the
campus of The University of North
Carolina at Pembroke.
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* N.C. Cultural Center, Pembroke
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*HOME FEATURES

* All.Homes Come With Refrigerator & Stoves
(Gas or Electric)

* Air Conditioning & Heating Systems
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* Lot Of Space And Elegant Interior Design

First Time Home Buyer’s Plan Come In To See IF You Qualify
If You’ve Been Shopping Come See Us Before You Make That Final Decision

L
g
a5

o
&4

-

Lumberton

* Doublewides, Pine Log Rd. Lumberton

- a* -
FIRE

_~ _Storage Unit With Each

Land/Home Package

%:3,000 \IAI.II%,;,_,

*HOMES READY TO MOVE IN

* 2 Modular, N.C. Cultural Center Pembroke
* 3 Singlewides, Jamestown Mobile Hcme Park
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As s draws oo close | houghi
that "1~ mightbe i good time to update
avenone on the status of construction
in our school system It of course his
been sonie ime since voters across the
state approved the referendum wiieh
resultedin the avanlability of S64M for
construction and renoy ation of ficih-
tes imour system While actual needs
amounited o a great deal more than
that . that figure allowed 1o us to get
started on some of the more important
projects

Itishoped that the first major project
- at Fairmont Middle School - will be
ready for occupaney by the end of
Januan That progect called for the
construction of iy new ¢lassroom build-
g 1o replace the old 2 story butlding
which was origimally butlt 76 years
ago m 1922 with somwe renovation
donc 10 1t 1940 In addinon 10
classrooms. the building also houses
the school's auditorium  Needless 10
say. it has outlived its usclfulness and
the 540 students in grades 3-8 who
attend the school will be much better
sernved by the replacement facihin
When the students are able to occupy

-the new building . the 2 story buildime

and the agnculture shop will be o
down

Ihe nest project 10 get undervin
will be work a1 Prospect Bids wore
opened qust recently and. after ap-
provalby the Board of Education w hich
has scheduled to take place at s Jinu-
an meehing construction. hopefully
Wil get underway by mid Februan
That project will consist of i1 twele
classroom addition as well as centain
renovations. The construction of those

classrooms will allow the removal of

the raelve mobile units whiclvare cor-
rently being used toaccommodiite some
of the 775 students ranging from pre-
k1o et grade who attend the school

Currently in the schematic design
phass e the other two major projects
thai nave been given priority by the
Board They include a complcte reno-
vaten of exasting 2 story building a

Red Springs Middle School along
with the construction of 6 additional
classraoms at the school which house
sihsidents ingrades S-8 T he biild-
ing getting the lion's share of atten-
tonwasbuiltin 1925 and is thus one
of the oldest buildings in usc in our
school system. We hope 6 open bids
for the project in June with construc-
tion to follow shortly thereaficr
The other major project sched-
uled to get underway is the building
of a new wing at Lumberton Senior
High School. The wing will be de-
signed toaccommodate the 600 ninth
graders who currently attend Lum-
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berton Jumior High School When
completed  Lumberton Semor will
then join the other five high schools
I oour system as a four year high
school Upunulthen 1t hasbeen the
only ligh’school in the county which
only had three sears of hugh school
beginng with the enth grade It
willalso bring about o realignment
of grades at Lumberton Junior High
wlich then allow 1t 10 become a
nuddle school The opening of bids
lor the hugh school project 1s sched-
uled for June of 1999 with oceu-
paney  hopefully wkinge place
Augustofthevear 2000 That would
b g for the begmning of that
school vear :

O he 64N bond mones aviail-
ablc tous the four projects which |
hsted will account for $23M  Ap-
other S10M has been allocited for
crtical needs projects Whale the
School Board has approved a hist of
those needs it remianns for them o
approve contricts 1o take care of
them and I expect that to take place
shortly When that has beendone, we
Wi sull Tanve appronmuately $29A1
et for other projects which will be
considered durmg the nest fow
months ' o

A e srd-before. while $So40
sounds ke an awful lot of money -
md it s - the number of schools that
W hine that need atention pand 10
them for thewr condition is such that
SO4NL represents only about ;) quar-

ter ofwhat weactally need A surves
made by the consuttamt group which
we employed shortly alier the bond
referendoum mdwared thar what we
could actually usc as 239N It has
been o matter of sciting priorities 1n
order to niake the best use of the money
available 1bclieve we'se done that by
the decisions made Further decisions
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Tobuacco has ot been used by
Native Americans 1y :
and for v arions 1o ison
tobacco and s <ol
Native ceremoties ant mimals Some

atogs forms
A lies past,
core sed

of these practices mr.
ricd on today

Unfortunately. most tobacco use
today s 1 Tonm ol cisorie habitual
cigaretie smoking 1s the single
preventable cause of disciscand death
in the US. today This week we will
discuss children exposed to sidestream
and sccond-hand cigarcite smoke. This
involuntary. or "passin <" stiroking in-
creasesa child's risk of lun ing serious
resprratony illiesses Alast 50", of
all children e exposad 1o Ggarette
smake by ar least one adult stioher o
"home "

<ull bemny car-

, Children who ate Cvpuosed o pils-
sive smoke have a lower respiratory
infections. includiiig poewmonias and
bronchitis The livquency of respira-
tony problems resultine frone these
exposures cause more disabiliny dins
for these childecn and wore out ol
work days for thoir parcnts Children
exposed to smoke also have more fre-
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will. doubtless. be aflected by inevi-
table grade level realignment at some
of our schools Whatever we do when
the umes comes. you may rest assured
it will be done with the bestinterests of
our children in mund
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quent and longer hospitahizations ton
these problems as well as higher o -
alldeath rnes

Children whose parenis sinoke silsa
have long-term efleets mcluding de-
creased lung function: compared with
children of nonsmoking parents They
have ‘more chronic respirator. synip-
toms. especially persistent wheezing,
angd arenore likely 1o develop asthina
Passive -tobaceo smoke is associated
with more chronic car infections. and
clildren exposed to a parent's sinoke
also arc at greater risk of becoming
stmokers themsel es '

My advice 1o piarents is 1oty not 1o
smoke i am - enclosed area that kids
may be i This includes the home and
cirs. Ti's not good-enough 1o smoke in
iseparate roont with the door closed.
smoke will po under the door and find

e ey M
s way mtoevery room i the house i

rowmust smoke. it wonld be best for the
health of your children o alway s step
outside before lighting up

Don't forget that if you hine am
topres you wonld like me to discuss o1
questions answered write me at P O
Box 3010 Pembroke. N € 28372 Take
care and we will alk again nest week!

OMEOWNERS

BLE BEGINNING AT 6.625%

Pay Off Taxes and Leins
Closing in 8-10 Business Days
Up to 125% on Appraised Value

*FREE
CONSULTATION
*APR
7.282

&) ;azowr 200,

AR R A XK LT L 2

W S~

Application taken by phone til 6 PM

CALL TOLL FREE TODAY
(888) 322-9503

First Horizon Home Mortga

VA & NC Licensed
Mortagage Corp.

INSESSION
BIRTHDAY
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(an $80 value)
includes

Admission & skates for the Birthday Child & 11 guests

Additional skaters are $4.50
Y sheet Skate L ake and All

2ach
paper products

A Small Drink arnd Hot Dog for each skater (refills extra)
Invitation

Supervision by a.party hoste
Snack Bar Area Jecorations
A Gift for the Birthday Child and Passes for Guests
Happy Birthday announcement & special Birthday Song
Skate
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No outside food or refreshments allowed in the building

Non-Refundable $25.00 deposit required
MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE
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