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Indians Lose Chance atthe UNC-Pembroke
Chancellor Position Unless...
....They rise up in righteous indignation!

There is a mean political streak in the Lumbee camp. as we sec it. We just
don't seem to feel good about ourselves anymore. And we have begun anew
to beat up on onc another. Maybe success (sic) has gone to all of our heads.

You know about the mess concerning the Lumbee Tribal Council/LRDA
debacle. We cannot even agree to disagree, and psychologically need to have
somconc like Jurist Howard Manning. a conservative and white superior court
judge. sort out our differences. My God. what in the world is wrong with us”?
Why can't¥we just get some Indian Iprcachcrs together 10 serve as an ad hoc
clection commission and have a referendum about what we want to do as a
pecople? Well. as we see it. that's asking too much for a Lumbee. if you ask us
Too. did you noticc how many non-Indian lawyers were helping we poor
pitiful Indians fight among ourselves? LRDA had a passel of “ hite lawyers.
and the.Lumbee Tribal Council did too. altliéugh one tumbee. Arlinda
Locklear, was involved on the tribal council's side. Where inGod's name was
the other Indian lawyers? It's just not in their best interest to get involved. as
we seeit. Ditto for Senior Resident Superior Court Judge Dexter Brooks!

And now the:Chancellor's Selection Committee at UNC-Pembroke has
scemingly flipped its gourd too. The Indians have lost it. and it makes us mad
as [ire. editorially speaking of course. What in the world is wrong with we
Indians? Education has scemingly driven some of us to cthnic paranoia We
lave turned upon omselves. We are politically devouring one another - We
have met the enemy and it is US!

Roger Oxendine local tobacco man. also doubling as chairman of the
UNC-P Board of Trustees. chairs the Chancellor's Sclection Commitice We

~want 1o introduce you to the selection committee he piched  Yealh. Roge
Oxendine will have to share somie of the blamie for this fiasco because he's the
one who picked this collection of naysayers. We remember when Bruce
Barton. our former editor.. for instance. asked 1o be on the chancellor's
sclection committer he was turned dow n because. s some saw it, hie was oo
out spoken and controversial: 1t might have been good to have someonc on
the selection commrittee who was not afraid to speak out for the Indian cause

Everyoncon the chimeellor's selection committee is so nice. and so proper and
SO tmmmmm' ; .

Throuéh Native Eyes Cast Meets

Inan undisclosed location in a neighboring county (s past Saturday the
cast and crew of the movie Through Native f res met for the first time: The
meeting beganwith the joining ofhandsand a slzort prayer Everyonewas very
glad 10 sec who made the final sclection and others werc surprised that their
fricnd had not Director Van Coleman took center stage and welcomed
cveryone. congratulating them that they were going to be a part of history. “If
you have an cgo. an attitude or a chip on your shoulder you nced to leave it
at the door™ he said to the actors.

" This is going to be some hard work and it is not going to be easy but the
end will truly justify the means.” stated Robert Locklcar who has been cast
in the rol¢ of Henny

“Fwantall of you who have been in the outdoor dratiia to help the others
who do not know the ropes.”™ said Harliss Smith who is a Strike at the Wind
veteran who wenton to say “you know what it is like to face the mosquitocs.
stand in 100 degree heat and not get paid for it ™

Making the final cast selection out of the over 375 that auditioned were
Strike at the Wind veteran cast members Robert Locklcar ( Henrs ) Mychalene

“Deese (Rhoda). Janet Graham. Harliss Smith. Marcus Locklear. Chris
Hardison Teresa Cummings. Margaret Freeman. Carnell Locklcar and
Vinita "Cookic™ Maynor-Clark

Thefirst reading, of the script proved to be interesting to everybody  Many
details that hine been ignored in a historical prospective are found in this

- unecxpired term that ended Januan 17,1993

script. All of the cast members had a good fecling aboul the movic
Readings will continue in a closed rehearsal until the actial filming of the

movice fater on in the month
by Vinita Maynor-Clark

Diverse Groups Pledge to Help
Increase Indian Housing Lending

National Community Reinvest-
ment Coalition and National
Associaton of Affordable Housing
Lenders agree to partnership with
National American Indian Housing
Council to jumpstart mortgage lend-
ing in Indian Country,

Washington. D.C. (02/04/99) Ata
news conference hosted by the Na-
tional Amcrican Indian Housing
Council (NATHO)Y. the National Com-
munity Reipvestment Coalition
(NCRC) and the National Associa-
tion of Aflordable Housing Lenders
(NAAHL) jomed in acommitment to
partner with NATHC to help reverse
Third World housing conditions in
Indian Countin

"The time is right for such a part-
nership” saidd NATHC Chairman
Chester Carl "Between 1992 and
1996 only 9 1com entional morigages
were made i Indian Country L and not
manm hianve been made since Com-
pared 1o honsing nationally, Indian
Hougine v 16 tiimes as overcronded
and 6 timesas substandard.” he added

Wit NORC NATHC announces
o iniatbines

Jomt teennmg for Indian Housing
officials o usc of Community Rein-
vestment Act

Joint adiocacy elforts o preserve
CRA

NCRC wilt work with NAIHC to
train tribal housing entitics on the use
of the CRA as a tool for making banks
accountable for lending intribal com-
munitics

With NATHC. the National Asso-
ciationof Affordable Housing Lenders.
will launch a 3-part program

FEducaning bankers about success-
Int modets of lending on tribal land.
including the creation of a clearing-

housc of information

Creating emphasis on the impor-
tance of this market through
conference panels and through publi-
cations

Providing technical expertisc to
NAIHC from its members.

Carl. who is also Executive Dircc-
tor of the Navajo Housing Authority.
said. "We¢ welcome the expertise of
both MAAHI and NCRC and their
members. We hope this collaboration
will be a catalyst for the changes
necessary o make mortgage lending
routine in Indian Country . [ pledge to
help tribes remove those barriers that
exist on our side of the fence ™ -

NCRC CEO and President John
Tay lor said. "We pledge to help Na-
tive Amecericans in their quest for
decent, safe and sanitary housing.
utilizing «the Community  Reinvest-
ment Act Other groups have used il
cliectinely 1o ensure that morigage
lending and housing development
happen where it is needed most."

NAAHL. President Judy Kennedy
said. "Our membersare expertin com-
muniis lending and we are dedicated
to expanding our cfforts in Indian
Country - We hope our collaboration
with NAIHC will break down the

barriers that have impeded progress.

in the past

Statistics show that although a few
lenders have begun o mahke loans in
Indian Country. the opportunity is
there for much, much more loan activ-
iy, The néed for homes is also
undeniably great

* The 1997 Home Mortgage Dis-
closurc Act data, which tracks loans
by ethnic group. showed that Ameri-

The selection committee 1s made up of 6 whites. 2 blacks. and six Lumibee
Indians (sic). It makes youwonder what is happeningin the Indiancamp  Two
or more of them, if we are reading the political tea leafs right. voted against
adding Indian candidates to the list of twelve that is now on the table. It would
havetaken a vote of 5 or more for one or more of the Indian candidates to make
the cut. Nonedid. If no Indian made the cut. then some of the Indians on the
chancellor's selection committce voted against their own people. That is mind
boggling. Can you imagine this happening at any other school in the
university system? We'll answer for vou. Heck no! Fayetteville State will
always have a Black Chancellorand N.C. State will always have a white once
Only UNC-Pecmbroke plays these silly mind games in which the end result is
to kick your own people in their political tceth. How %ad! How pitiful! Neither
candidates Dr. Ray Brayboy Judge Gary Locklear. Dr. Ruth Dial Woods or
Dr. Freda Porter Locklear received enough votes to make the cut to 12 viable
candidates. Notice that three of these Indian candidates have doctorates.
REAL ONES! Have we all lost our collective minds? Are we going to allow
this miscafriage of justice to stand’

What ever happened to Indian and Black causcs' If we are reading the
action of this commuittee correctly. neither of thetw o blacks on the conmmitice
voted for an Indian candidate either  Evidently some of the people on this
board did not think thatany of the Indrn candidates were suitable or qualificd
to be chancellor-of UNC'-Pembroke. the only school in the system with a
sizable Indian student population  According 1o information we have been
ablc to obtain. the Indians on the chancellor's selection commitiee arc Roger
Oxendine; McDuffic Cummings D1 -Zoc Locklear. Dr LindaOxendin: Dy
Cheryl Locklearand Ms Angic Revels I vou sce any of these Indians oner
your morning, cup of coffve. o elsewhere: ash them how they voted  They
ought not to mind telling then constitueney how they voted. cither for or
against the Indian candidates

Onc of the members on he selcction committee was ey en heard o exclaim
during the process that "Fimapoliteal " That is so hard for us tobelicve  You
can'l trush your teeth in America without being "political ** The late and
esteemed and very political D Adolph Dial believed that politics was the art

New Officers Named at Pembroke
Housing Authority

 Pémbroke - The Pembroke Housing Authorily ¢lecled new olTicers o
Thursday . January 28. 1999. for the calenderyear 1999, Elected tothe position
of Chairman was Jocl Garth- Locklcar of Pembroke. ‘North Caroling
Mr.Locklcar. was originally appoinied to the Board of Commissioner on
January 17. 1993. an succcssﬁ:ll_\ rc - appointed on January 17. 1997. for a
five -year terin ending January 17. 2002 Mr. Locklear was previously elected
Vice - chairman and served for calender vears 1997 and 1998 Mr. Locklear
i(g m;-ncr and opcrator of Garth's Dctective Agency of Pembroke. North
arolina

Elccted to the office of Vice - chairperson was Olivia M. Revels of
Pcmbroke. North Carolina. Ms Revels was originally -appointed to an
. at which time she was re-
appointed for a five vear term to expire on Januany 17. 2000, Along with her
husband. Mrs. Revels isco-onner and co-operator of Revels Funeral Home of
Pembroke. North Carolina,

Outgoing Chairman William E Locklear served as Chairman during the
years 1993 through 1998, Under his lvader siup. some of the Authority's major
accomplishments included adding iwo-uniis for the elderly: con erting four
unils to handicapped accessibility . installing central HVAC svstems in nincty
- cight units. mostly for the elderly: establishing on - site sccurity for
Strickland Heights. and many other dccomplishiments 10o nunicrous to lisi
Undcrscoring his appreciation for the support recenved from his fellow
commiissioners. Mr Locklear gracetully turned the pavel over toMr. Garth

Locklear. pledging to continue his support and work for Pembroke Housing
Authority =

can Indians were the ONLY ethnic
group that registered a decline in the
rate of mortgage lending for home
purchase loansextended in 1997 com-
pared to 1996 increased 12% for
Asians and 4% for Blacks and His-
panics while dccreasing 1% for
American Indians -

* Anastounding 40% ofthe Native
Amcrican population on reservations
lives in substandard housing

* NATHC estimatces that more than
200.000 housing units arc needed
immediatcly to provide adequate hous-
ing in (ribal arcas Carl. continucd.

of the do able. WE DO TOO!

Of course people have a right to vote like they want 1o It sull makes us sad.
and we are concerned that the six Indians on the board did not sce fit 10 keep
an Indian(s) on the sclection hist. What's wrong with us as Indian people? W
can remember when we had nothing. and it looks ke we are busy giving back
all of our recent good political gains because we are more comfortable
psychologically as a people with nothing!

The only remaining solution is for the UNC-P Board of Trusices 1o refuse
the winnowed down listunless it has viable Indian candidates added to it Whs
Not” They do have that right. Will they hinve the courage to do it” Probibly
not  That's thesad part. Our Indian leadership s tired of the fight and wishes
10 throw in the towel How sad!

Nevertheless. we publicly call on the UNC-P Board of Trustees to reject
the winnowed down listof twelhve. or at best. add onc or more of the Indian
candidates to it. ‘It's the only fair and reasonable way to doit. Which of the
Indians voteg to keep Indian candidates on the list. and which ones voted not
to? Did they have a political ax to grind” You do have a right to ask them!

While you're atit. ask the biacks on the board to expliin their vote too They
are Thomas Jones. Jr and Larry Rodgers. Jones works for an all Indian board
(hus company 1s owned by Lumbee River EMC). and Rodgers. a track coach
at UNC-P. has lived in the Pembroke arca most of lus aduli life. ¢y en sen mng
a stint as President of the Pembroke Jascees [ seeins hike they would hin e
been sensitive to an Indian candidate, they were not! . 1

Fhe whites on the board are Dr. George Waltér. Dr. Sucilen Cabe. Bob
Bleecker. Ben Gersh Mg Jean Hodges and Thomas Nartin: They owe us i
explanation oo

Inthe meantime. contact the members ol the UNC -P Board of ‘Trustees, and
askthemtodotherightthing ADD INDIANS TO THE SHORT LIST THAT
WILT BE SUBMITTED TO CHAPEL-Hill  Attend the next miecting cn
masse  Raisc sand aboul this terrible turn of events  Lel those in positions ol
power know how you feel about it Or just do nothing, Remember that EVIL
MEN_ triumph when good people do nothing — Bad policy results — Poor
selections are made. We've told you about it. to the best of our abilify . as we
see it Now what are you going to do about it”?

Cutting the Ribbon é_nd opening the
Doors to Education and a Brighter
Future at the new Pembroke Library

On Februan 5. 1999 a Ribbon  their wasa sense of welcome and the

Cutting Ceremony took place in front
ofthe new Public Library of the Town
of Pembroke Their was a varicty of
representatives from various organi-
zations who were present to be their
as the Mayor of Pembroke, Milion
Hunt, Sceretary Betty McCain. Head
Librarian Mrs. Mattic Locklear. Di-
rcctor. Robeson Public Libran Rob-
crl Fisher. Pembroke Town Manager
McDuffie Cummings ¢ut the red rib-
bon tied -across the doors of the hi-
brarnn As we walked into the hbran

desire to browse and enjoy the sur-
roundings. The inside of the libran
was casily understood as the open
space made 4t casy to find what you

‘were looking for. The overall mes-

sage from the indivduals who spoke
wasbr children and parerits to con-
tinue a productive relationship with
cducation_and doing activitics to-
gether such as going 1o the librar
together. Education was comveyed as
the key to alleviating the darkness of
1ignorance

"Together with tribes and tribal hous-
ing entitics. we can help make
mortgage lending happen in Indian
Country. We can answer the pravers
of familics that have waited for vears
to have a home of their own. We can
help famihies who livein overcrowded
homes. We can help alleviate the de-
spair of familics who live in homes
without plumbing. without running
water- without insulation Many tribes
and tribal housing entitics have made
great strides toward housing their
people. to make cven more positive
and lasting changes. we need the sup-
port of partn¢rs who will work with
us. We arc looking forward to work-
ing with NCRC and with NAAHL."

The news conference took place
during NAIHC"s Sth Annual Legisla-
tive Conference at the Grand Hyvatt in
Washington D.C

The Nauonal American Indian
Housing Council is the only national
adviocacy group representing housing
interest of tribes and tribal housing
organizations across the country.
NAIHC provides research. training
andtechnical assistance and publishes
Native American Housing News,

Joel Garth Locklear

Olivia M. Revels




