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A look at the Henry Berry Lowrie House Editorially Speaking
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While we are excited 1o sec somie positive activity at the North Carolina
Indian Cultural Center. we are nevertheless concerned with the looks of the
Henry Berry Lowrie house which is standing on the property of the Cultural
Center. We wish to raisc two important questions. Is this restoration o1
renos ation” Is this historically accurate or historical distortion” We will [CTIYE
You 1o be the judge of that although we would cditorially ask the board of
dircctors of the NC Indian Cultural Center o reculy this house.. . A new color
and coat of paint would help . At lcast it would look more like what we

After

cmvision Henry Berry Lowrie's house looked like the absence of color
am how!

Congratulations to
Rev. Mike Cummings

This in reference to the recent elec-

We would recommend restoration over renovation and wonder publicly
how this house which hasbeen called a “Swiss Chalet” will look whena Smoke
House is constructedin theback vard We encourage the Cultural Center Board
1o talh 1o the community. especially the NATIVES! Many of us arc offended

diate physical nceds of the less fortu-
by this white albatross!!! Tt is too white!! e

To the Editor:

Yesterday, Sunday May 30th, Sixty
Minutes had a program about art
restoration in Italy. Scems that some-
thing like forty percent of art works in
the world are in Italy (hey that's what
sixty minutes said: T wouldn't know
mysclf.) Alotofitis very old. and has
tobe restored. The [talians then argue
over whether it was restored right. At
the moment there is a big fight over
whether Leonardo ‘Da Vinci's Last
Supper. painted in 1497, was restored
correctly.

Recently here awork ofart. in this
case architecture. was restored. that
is 10 say. Allen Lowric's old housc
where Henry Berry Lowriewas raised
The anger here over one particular
point (the building whitewash) scems
asintensc as the continual quarrchng
thatapparently gocsonin ltaly *1am
nol originally from Rabeson County
and only saw the house wheniwasin
prety pood shape once: That was
cither 1979 or 1980w henMr Vermon
Locklecar took me to see it People had
been living in it until sometime in the

1970, Iwastold Wedidn't goinside
asitwasstill locked I remember the
pleasant weathered pray wood and
the surrounding ficlds. nny memon

- ofthe visit. other than that. 1s not yen
clear '

“In the fall of 198G one Peter
Sandbeck. a restoration specihst with
the North Carolina Department ol
Cultural Resources in Raleigh wrote
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Restoration of Henry Berry Lowrie House Raises
Interesting Questions

12, called "Henry BERRY LOWRY
HOUSE, Pcmbroke, Robeson C ounty/
Recommendations for Restoration."
Sandbeck and hisboss had visited the
house in February of 1986.

Having notraining asan architect.
I am not competent to comment as 1o
the validity of much of this report. I
speaks of the "traditional hall-and-
parlor plan, with the larger room or
hall heated by a fireplace.” a single
exterior chimnes. no longer there
when Sandbeck saw it "y ertical board
and batien siding" (hike Clifton
Oxendinc'sold house near Pembroke):
"a three-bay-wide facade. sheltered
by an original engaged shed porch
supported by four square posts with
molded caps:™ also "hinch -crafied
octagonal-shaped porch railings with
unusual iron pickets. and a silish
front door having four panels in the
shape of clongated octagons.” Here |
will give only o sampling of
Sindbeck's comments b the fol-
lowing scemed especiily interest-
g
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"Muchonemal hardware reniims
includmg o cast-iron box lock 1ron
hinges and patent window Tatches
The screws nsed'to fasten these hard-
wire iems proved to be especially
usclul i estimating the date ol con-
structionolthe house Bothithe hinges
and the window latches are held
place by machime-made screws witly
painted tips. Screws ol this 1y pe were
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in this country, thus indicating that
the house could not have been built
before this time."

I'have two things tosay about that
First, many people here will remem-
ber Bob Hersch, director of the libran
at what was then known as Pembroke
State Universily: he was dircclor for
six years until meeting an unlooked-
for and untimely death in a car acci-
dent in 1989 Well. he knew a lot
about old housces. both log and frame.
and he told me that that type of ma-
chinc-madec screws was not available
inthiscountry "most places”. he said
Until the tate 1840's. In other words.
the house conld conceivably be older
than that

Sccondly. this shows that Henny
Bern Lowric was raised tnthe house
I'he 1830 census shows his father.
Allen Lowric. age piven as 55, as
head of the houschold Living in the
honse also at that time were his see-
ondwife, maiden name Polly Cumbo
age pinenas 40 Now (and | mention
this because of the'misrepreserntation
i the late movic), Allen Lowric wis
the father of fourteen He and his first
wile. Cathrean Locklear. had had just
one child. Elizabeth; bornabout 1820,
who marricd Willinn Goins. But he
and his sccond.wife . Mary or Polly
had ninc boy's and four girls between
the 1820's and 1848 I name them in
appronimate order. Peter Patrick Low -
ric. Purdic Lowric. William Lowric.
Sinclure Lowrnie. Mary Ann Lowric,

Orra Lowrie, James Lowrie. Clavin
Lowric. Tom Lowric, Stephen (Stevie)
Lowric (four years old in the 1850
census). Purlinc or Caroline Lowrie,
and Sally Janc ("Pert") Lowrie. Well,
in 1850 when the census-taker came
to sce, the cight youngest of these
children were still ai home, from
Orra on down to Pert. There was also
a four-year old living in the housc
called Benjamin Lowrie: 1don'tknow
who that was: perhaps a grandchild.
Some of the recommendations of
the Sandbeck report seem to have
been carried out 1o the letter: that is.
the board-and-batten siding and the
wood shingle roof. which really docs
look pretty good. Other recommen-
dations (as to th¢ chimney and the
foundations) were not carried out at
all Something needs to be done about
this. Now we get back to the paint!
Ol'Sandbeck savs. "Our examination
oftheexterior rey ealed that the house
had been pamted originally or at an
carly date 1tis entirely logical that a
house having a number of unusual
and sty lish details should have been
completed  Our office can provide
paint resgarch services to deterimine
the original exterior pmnt colors,”
My question: Was this ever done”
And if it was done. should the house
really be painted a blinding white? It

tion of Rev. Mike Cummings to the
position of President of the North
Carolina Baptist State Convention.
Thisclevationof Rev, Cummings into
this position was a testament to the
miny vears ol dedication and praycr-
ful ministry Rev. Cummings has per-
formed in the many years that I have
been acquainted with him. His years
of hard work and gificd ministry has
touched the lives of many people.
Whilc scrving as the Director of Mis-
sions for the Burnt Swamp Baptist
Association. Rev. Cummings has ex-
cmplified concern. commitment. and
compassion for thosc less fortunate

Having worked-closely with him in
my position as a Social Worker with
Four County Commmity Sery ices..
Inc . Fam familiar with his method of
going the extra mile to meet the needs
of people in the community. His phi-
losophy is "Ministcring to the Whole
Man "Rev Cummings understands
that it is a waste of time and cfiort 1o
talk to a person about his clernal
destinationwhen heis hungn and has
no place to line. He therefore teaches
the Tove of Jesus through his actions.

and is a true witness for our Savior

Whilc heisknown far and wide for his
inspiration and anointed preaching,
heisalsoknown by many of us. myself
and my co-workers Rena Hunt and
Debbic Lou Oxendine especially as a
man who knows how 10 get things
donc We have assisted him and he

has assisted us in reaching the imme- -
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looks too different that way from its
appearance within Iiving memonry
Yours Truly.
Wes Taukchiray
Maxton, NC
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I probably should'v ¢ discussed the
outstanding results we attained in
‘End of the Grade Wiitung Tests for
fourth and seyenth grade students in
lastweek'scolumm The reason | didn't
certainly didn't rellect on the impor-
tance of those results. 1t instead. had
to do with the fact that we had over a
thousand students scheduled to com-
plcte their public school education
with ceremonics on Friday and 1 felt
that that was a once in a lifetime
happening that 1 wanted to acknowl-
edge. Having done that. 1 can now
take the opportunity to properly sa-
lute the over thirty five hundred cl-
cmentan school students who came
through with fving colors on the
aforc-mentioned st

The increase 1ir writing scores for
fourth graders now only improved by
14 1% over last véar's scores. the
scoreswere alsohigher thanthe scores
in the 1996-97 school vear which
were actually higher than last year's
scores. Among seventh graders: this
vear's scores indicated a continuing
rmprorement o e ihe past conple of
sears with this vear's improsvement
being substantially lugher than lasi
vear's This vear's scores werc up by
13 "woverlastscar 1 astvear's scorcs
were only up 4 8% over the 1996-97
schoal vear Especially noteworths
was the fact that we not only showed
tmproscment oser onr scores of st
year. we also closed the gap that
existe between o scores and the
regronandstate Fourth grade scorces
for example. mosed frombeing 13 8%,
behind the rest of the region to onl
33% behind and 12 6% behind the
state only 5.0%  Scventh grade
scores. likewise showed significant
nmprovement over last year. While
seventh graders trailed the region last
year by 8.8% and the Stateby 12.2%.
this year's scores showed them to be
only 4 5%behind the regionand 6.7%
behind the state

Thesearcimprovementsthat we're
extremely proud of as I'm certain
cveryone in the county is. It's impor-
tanttounderstand that these improve-
ments did not come about without a
preat deal of concertgd effort. Teach-
crs in those prades became more fa-

naitc in our community. He has served
as an ambassador between the Burnt
Swamp Association and the other
agencics in this county and is known
for his dedication to meeting the needs
of those who cross his path in nced

Rev. Cummings has the unique abil-
ity to reach out and help others as well
as inspirc and encourage them spiri-
tually. '

When | heard that he had been
clected to the Presidency of the State
Convention. my first thought was that
he would do a manelous job. He is
capable and competent as an adminis-
trator and is an cloquent and inspira-
tional spcaker My next thought. of
course. was who would take over the
community ministry that he and his
wife. Quac Cummings. have per-
formed so lovingly. Then | learned
that he would continue in a dual ca-
pacity as director of missions and
president of the convention 1 was
clated to hear that and am sure that he
will adequately perform his responsi-
bilities with integrity. honesty and
compassion. I publicly commend Rey.
Cummings for his advancement and
will continue to pray for him as he
accepts his new responsibilitics as
President of the North Carolina Bap-
tist State Convention We are proud of
vou. Rev. Cummings.

Sincercly yours.

Mudie Rue Locklear
Rena Hunt
Debbic Lou Oxendine

T T L L S Lo T e

mihar. through siafl” development.
about the writing process and how
newwaystoteach theirstudents could
be instituted to obtain greater suc-
cess Those new ways varied from
school to school as principals and
teachers had the opportunity to sclect
mcthods which they felt would work
best for their students. One constant
which contributed greatly to their
success. though. was the use of prac-
ticc prompls cvery ninc weeks. By
giving students a topic on which to
write and then going over the results
with them. students werc able to gela
betier understanding of what was
expected of them on the (est This
proved 1o be very cffective

We have come a long way from
Just a few short ycars ago when our
scores werea matier of great concern
Thanks. though. to the effort of dedi-
cated teachers and principals. Cen-
tral OfTice personnel and supportive
parents. and. of course. students will-
g to learn. | feel that we've turned
thecorner and. although we still have
much work 10 do. we are now on the
road to becoming the kind of school
sastem we know we can be and tha
wenonc can be proud of
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Garth Locklear, Chairman of
the Indian Honor Association will
be paying tribute to the Indian
Elders in the July 1, 1999 edition
of the Carolina Indian Voice. The
Indian Honor Association honors
those Indian elders who have voted
in the general election and have
worked to ensure that all family
members have voted,
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