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Thus Saith God's Word

by Rev. Ted Brooks

Words of Eternal Life

“And the scnpture cannot be broken  (John 10 33)

"Then Simon Peter answered hum, Lord. to whom shall we go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life * (John 6 68)

Would vou once again repeat this verse "And the senpture cannot be
broken " In other words, 1t 1s not possible  There 1s not anything or any power
to separate God's word. "Heaven and earth shall pass away but my words shall
not pass away “ (Matthew 24 33) Jesus here in hus word has declared that the
stars would fall from their sockets, this earth would vamsh away before his word
would be moved Light would fail to shine. the oceans would disappear before
huis words are broken The moon and sun would give way before lus words are
broken. No wonder Peter cried out, “Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the
words of eternal hfe*

O my fnend, if there ever has been a ime 1n hustory 1t 1s now that we should
pray out to God for words of eternal hife If ever there was a ime for a people
to cultivate proper speech and prayer, it 1s now for sure. As we look around all
kinds of groups of religion are gathering together companing their creed and
doctrines. Slowly we re being led away from the noble inseription of the plans
of our forefathers, those stimng words of the wise men of old

Once we heard the words of the wise who said what they meant and meant
what they said

Jesus when he tested the disciples smid. "Except ve eat the flesh of the Son
of Man and drink His blood, ve have no life in vou ” (John 6 53) Jesus had given

rthem directions concerning the bread of life. He declared that no man can come
to me, except the father which hath sent me draw him (John 6 44) My friend,
as we read the life of Jesus we see that he has who he said he was Peter himself
declared, "Thou art the Chnist, the Son of the Living God " (John 6 69) All that
ever came (o Jesus were tested. Jesus said unto lum. "Follow me. and let the
dead bury the dead * (Matthew 8:22) "I am that bread of life " (John 6 48)

Jesus was dealing with hus own integnity "As the living father hath sent me,
aﬁn;‘- [ live by the father, he that eateth of this bread shall live forever * (John

:58)

O thou who hast the words of eternal life, help us 1o speak the words of life

Jesus said what he meant and meant what he said You can't come to him unless

you are drawn by him. Jesus will not play with vour emotions. He calls for:

integrity. "Let the dead bury the dead." We are in a spintual warfare and we
will face opposition We are compelled by his love and must always remain
faithful.

When Jesus said "Let the dead bury the dead” he was testing their
discipleship their integnty, their character. Jesus knew that character is the
foundation ...the deep place upon which rests all that is noble, grand and
sound...that which is elevated in the character of the man "Let the dead bury
the dead. Come and follow me.”

"When they came to Jesus, they ask questions, saving why do we and the
pharisees fast often, but they disciples fast not?" (Matthew 9:14)

Jesus was not forced to speak. Like vou and I, we are not forced to speak,
but if you do you ought to mean what you and say what you mean. What. this
world needed was a man of integrity. Jesus meant what he said. "l am the bread
of life. he that cometh to me shall never hunger, for | came down fro heaven
not to do mirne own will, but the will of him that sent me." (John 6:32-47) The
reason this world and some churches can't take Jesus is that he has integrity. He
meant what he said, you can't come to him unless you are drawn by the spirit
(John 6:44, 65) When you ask Jesus a question, he won't skirt the issue. He will
tell you what he means and say what he means

Often when vou ask a preacher a question, he or she will reply, "Well. no
one is perfect.” My friend, there is a big difference in perfection and being a liar.
a fornicator, or committing adultery. I heard a preacher sav recently that he
didn't see anything wrong with second marriages. He would go down the road
and say entirely a different meaning, You see, he could not say what he means,
but you can assure yourselves in the comfort of God's word, "The scripture
cannot be broken"

Dr. R.G. Lee wrote of Henry Drummond, a great scientist and lecturer, who
was dying at age forty six of 2 mysterious disease

He was weary of the Darwinian jungle of philosophy of evolution,tired of
rattling dry bones and dead monkeys in an effort to discover the origin of life.
Drummond told Sir William Dawson, a noted scientist and devoted Christian
that "I am going back tot he Bible to believe in it as ] once did. I can no longer
live in uncertainty." : :

My friend, silence is a privilege. No man can compel you to speak, You can
refuse to write your thoughts or to utter your convictions. You are the master
of your own lips. Your words are of you own choosing, therefore, when you
speak, be honest, be truthful, and sincere.

Say what you mean and mean what you say. Integrity is the deep peace upon
which rest all that is noble, grand, sound and it elevates the character of man.
Above all be followers of Christ. Mosi people are blind followers of the blind
They let others think for them, act for them or influence their actions. My friend,
mental inertia has been the curse of all ages. Thought is the only process of
finding ways and means for improvement. Cattle cannot think. They are easily

stampeded. People do not think as a rule and are easily carried away on a wave
tl:gf-pass'ion or excitement. Men who think in an emergency can often save many
ives.

My friend, 1 have seen the ruin of the program of God simply because of
blind followers of the blind and they refuse to think for themselves

The cemeteries are filled with those who refused to think for themselves.
Rather than 1o turn back tot he Bible, they become followers of the blind, saying

v what they did not mean and did not mean what they said,
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Pediatric Pointers

by Dr. Joey Bell, Pembroke Pediatrics

One of the things we get con-

Children with older siblings in school
cerned about as parents is how often

also have-more indirect ex 10
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A Collection of Selected Poems
by Lew Barton
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with $15.98, (Which include 6.5% sales tax) for
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Barton House Publishing, Inc.-P.O. Box 362-Pembroke, NC 28371
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WITH A WHOLE HEART

I wholly followed the Lord my God. Joshua 14:8.

T here s something about whaole-hearted effort that breeds
success. A contestant in the Olvmpic games may have superb
skill, endurance, and tmimg, but without a 100-percent will o

win he s likely to be left behind! In our text today, Caleb
describes why he was loyal to God when ten other spies gave a
discouraging report of thd@and of Canaan. This same spirit is
necessary in our hinanaal relationship toward God

Is it approprate for a preacher o talk about money * Should
we sympathize with the occasional church member who loses his
Christian experience because he feels the church alwayvs has its
hand out for a contribution?

To be sure, no minister should make money his only theme.
But a pastor would be foreshortening his ministry if he did not
take opportunity to lead his flock to a proper relationship
toward their money. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke, on an average, every hith verse deals with money. Of the
twenty-nine recorded parables, sixteen—or more than half—
refer to one's relationship toward wealth or possessions. This
demonstrates Jesus’ recognition of the importance of a Christian
[)("'SP(‘I"i\'c on maoney.

As Christians we have dedicated our lives to God. We have
told Him, "Lord, here is our heart; take all of 11.” But part of that
heart is in our pocketbook, for the money we have there repre-
sents the part of us that went into the earning of . If God
doesn't own the pocketbook, too, we are mouthing empty
phrases. It's not that He wants our money—He wants us.

© A person may ask, "l want to be fair with God, but where do
I draw the line? | try to pay a faithful tithe, and | give some
offerings, but the church is always asking for more.” The point
is, we don't draw any line. All we have belongs to God. We
simply ask Him how He wants us to use it, Whether we buy food
or clothing or baoks, it should be under His direction.

God cannot accept tokenism. In His system there is no such
thing as “the best of both worlds.” We are [ree to choose Him or
not, but we cannot serve both Him and mammon. We cannot be
Christians only in part. Caleb and Joshua, in contrast to ten
disheartened and disparaging reports, could say, 1 wholly fol-
lowed the Lord my God.” May we be able to say the same.

Business Services Directory

Call 521-2826 to place your business card here

- Native American
Sprinklers

Installing Lawn Sprinklers
at Reasonable Rates

Call (910) 521-4611 or (910) 827-0327

T Medicine

DDE G

David Hester, R.Ph.
1C2 N. Patterson St.

Maxton, NC 28364
On the comer of Patterson antd Martin Luther King

(910) 844-3100
The Pharmacy That's All About Your Health™

4811 Fayetteville Rd.

Lumberton, NC 28358 (;

- EYECARE CENTER
*
John I. Adams, 0.D.
Katherine S. Harris, 0.D.
Charles L. Clark, 0.D.
Carolyn Marks, Licensed Optician
Family Practice and Contact Lenses

(910) 739-3323

Herman Chavis, M.D.

Parkton Family Medical Center
William Sanderson, M.D.

Kenneth E. Locklear, M.D. Arnold Kinley, P.A.
15 West 3rd Street
Parkton, North Carolina 28371
Telephone 858-3913
OFFICEHOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
8am -5pm * Thursday 8 am - 1 pm

our children have cold systoms.
Sometimes it seems like our young
Kids have colds continuously. expe-
cially through the winter time. The
question often asked to me as a pedia-
trician is " my child having to many
colds™? What we have to remember
is that during infancy and in the
preschool vears. children average
about 7 to & colds per year. When you
consider that the average cold might
last up 1o 7 days. this means as much
a3 60 days in a year could be spent
::"i.tlh cold symptoms and that be nor-

The main reason kids get so many
colds is that they arc constantly being
ﬁpoml 10 new viruses as _\-ouns

ants. There are at least 200 col
viruses in the environment. The
vounger the child. the fewer viruses
he is bemghlwposed to and the less
protection his immunc sysiem has
apninst it.  Children who attesd
daycare nurseries. or preschool are
directly cxposed to more infections
than children who don't. Infants kept
in home based daycare rather than
large daycare centers tend to have
less complications during the first
year of life with common colds.

cold viruses. The older siblings catch
and then bring them home. Colds are
thus more common in large families.

Thcwr;;:ofoﬂds triples in the
winter people spend more time
crowed together indoors breathing
recirculated air. . Smoking in the
home increases a child's susceptibil-
ity to cold and coughs as well as ear
infections. sinus infections. croup.
wheezing. and asthma.

Some parents w that a child
who has ucnt colds has some
serious underlying disease, Children
with immure system diseases do not
get any more seridus infections often,
like ia, meningitis. sinus in-
fections, and!skin infections.

Some parents worry that they have
in some way neglected their child or
donowm;im[d. 'oi:m:ngtocanseﬁe-
quent colds: conl havin
alotofcoldsis an unwoizrl;y]; pan o%
growing up. Colds are the one infec-
tion we cannot prevent. From a
medical standpoint colds are an edu-
cational experience for your child's

That is all on colds today. Next
week we will talk about dealing with
frequent colds. Take care. We will
talk again next week.
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DEXTER'S REF, HEATING AND COOLING

Sales and Service for your
heating and cooling needs

249 Lonnie Farm Road
Pembroke, NC 28372

DEXTER JONES

(910) 521-9986 or

(910) 521-9060
Cell - (910) 618-6453

Savings and Service Worth the iiig!

BLEECKER

OLDS / BUICK /| GMC
Hwy. 211 East * Red Springs

Lumberton: 738-3800 - Red Springs: 843-2141

Raeford: 875-3536 - Fayetteville: 483-5000

Toll Free: 1-800-634-3495
“15 Miles To Savings”

ao? sy S
S Oxendine’s Tire Center, Inc.  %»
Jeff & Lois Oxendine

MOTOR CYCLE INSPECTION
NC INSPECTION
OIL CHANGE
ALIGNMENTS
BRAKE SERVICE

P.O. Box 3240
Pembroke, NC 28372

Work: 521-3346 Home: 522-0220

y

Repo Depo, LLC
Affordable Housing Specialist
Land/Home Packages Available

Craig McMillian
Rennert, NC
(910) 843-5221

Cell: (910) 734-4492
Craig4hire@msn.com

‘Work: 738-5530

Home: 739-1314

Greg Bell

Attorney at Law

431 N. Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358
(Located directly across

from the Courthouse)
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Park

Home Park Sale
Water & Grass ) Single and
Cutting Included __ £ ﬁ e e el Doublewide Spaces
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Peggy W. Chavis - Owner DY Night 910.7)8. 3687
1645 W. McDuffie Cronsing 2 Pager 1.800.212.0299
Lumbertan, N.U o Cell

VIOHT. 1199

Robeson Family Practice Associates
Herman Chavis, M.D. Kenneth Locklear. M.D.
Myra D. Hall, M.D. Rajesh Sakala, M.D
Barbara Graham. PAC

1002-C East 4th Avenue, Red Springs, NC 28377
. Telephone 843-33
OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday
8:00 am. winl 500 p.m.

Mobile Homes For Sale

Repos
Singlewide under $10,000
Doublewide under $20,000

Night 910-738-3687
Pager 1-800-212-0299
Cell 910-827-1199

Peggy W. Chavis
Owner




