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A Commoner’s Comments

his Dabk wet Fusmain s

A regional businessman wrote a very interesting letier to the editor
of onr local newspaper concermng iocal (axation Save one o com-
mon error. he made some excellent points. For example. our Caucasian
jorefathers won their political fivedom from England. and Martun Luiber
King won social freedoin for minonities. But he asked: "I wonder of
cveryone has forgotten how one atheist woman was able to remove
prayer from all the schools in America?” No. ail have not lorgotien
this myth, but that 1s exactly what it is - a myth! As common as the
belief 1s. did Madlyn Murray O' Hair single-handedly remos e prayer
from our nation's public schools? Or was she the atiention sceking
“loudmouth” who gladly accepted the credit. and became extremely
wealthy as a result? Did powerful people who wanted the same re-
sult. but without repercussions, discretely aid her cause. then assign
her the blame? No doubt city, county and state governments can tnm
their budgets. but have you noticed that our federal government.
which opened the door for the exodus of our jobs. our tax base. and
our economic stabiligr is spending countless billions of our tax dol-
lars in Iraq - with U.S. contractors. who contribute to campaigns of
politicians - who decide.to spend our tax money with U.S. contractors
operating in Iraq? mm sec the cycle? Segments of our pluralistic
population, which had no problem with prayer that begins with “Al-
mighty God" or “Our Heavenly Father.” did not want their children
exposed to prayer that ends with “In Jesus Name.” Neither did they
want the political. social, and especially the economical repercus-
sions from vocalizing their opinion. Madlyn Murray O" Hair gladly
took the credit for their accomplishment. The special interests dictat-
ing policy to our federal leaders today, war profiteers and space ex-
ploration vendors in particular. would like nothing better than for us
to fight among ourselves over the few monetary crumbs falling from
the federal table. And blame city, county and state public officials for
incquitable distribution of funds they do not have! Just as Ameri-
cans blamed Madlyn Murray O Hair for what special interests were
really responsible for half-4-century ago. Please ask yourselves: Do
our l{deml tax dollars allocated for Iraq stay in Iraq. or end up in the
bank accounts of politically powerful U.S. corporations? Corpora-
tions owned and operated by people who do not suffer when cily.
county and state governments are under funded. The regional busi-
nessman wrole 1o our local newspaper concerning our county
commissioner's inequitable distribution of funds. But how can public
officials distribute limited funds equitably? Isn't it time for all hard-
working taxpaying citizens to join forces with our city. county and
state officials in ﬁmilioningour federal government for what is right-
fully ours? And let the special interests pay their own way?

Think about it. please!

TWO MINUTES &\

WITH THE BIBLE

BY CORNELIUS R STAM, FOUNDER
BEREAN BIBLE SOCIETY
PO BOX 758
GERMANTOWN, W1 53022

THE APOSTLE OF GRACE

Did you know that St Paul
was chosen by God as the
apostle of grace”?

He 1s God's great example
of grace, "the chief of sinners™
saved by grace (ITim.1 12-16)

To him was commtted
“the dispensation of the grace
of God™ (Eph.3.2)

He was sent forth to
proclaim “the gospel of the
grace of God"” (Acts 20:24)

He wrote far more about
grace than any other Bible
writer

All his epistles open or
close (or both) with the
salutation, "Grace be To you

He declares: “We have
redemption through His blood.
the  forgiveness af  sins,
according to the riches of His
grace” (Eph.1:7).

He shows how God's grace
was planned for believers in
ages past: “Who hath saved us,
and called us with an Fholy
calling, not according to our
works, but according 1o His
own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ lesus
before the world began” (Il
Tim.1:9).

He shows how this grace
will be ours in ages to come:
"THAT IN THE AGES 10
COME HE MIGHT SHOW
THE EXCEEDING RICHES
OF HIS GRACE IN HIS

KINDNESS  TOM AR 1 N
THROUGH CHRIST JENE S
(Eph27)

He shows how this grace s
greater than all our sins
“Where sin abounded. grace
did  much  more  abound
(Rom 520)

He shows how grace gives
us a righteous standing betore
God " Being justified freely
His  grace
redemption that s in Chlrist
Jesus (Rom.3.24)

He shows how God's grace
has given believers a position
in heaven: “[He] hath made us
sit together in heavenly places
in. Christ Jesus. for by gruce
are ve saved through tanh
(Eph.2:6.8).

He shows how God's grace
is sufficient for our difticulties
and can help us tw live
consistent  Christian  lives:
"MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT
FOR THEE" (lICor.12:9)
"AND GOD IS ABLE 10O
MAKE ALL GRACE ABOUND
TOWARD YOU., THAT YE
ALWAYS HAVING ALL
SUFFICIENCY I\ ALL
THINGS, MAY ABOUND TO
EVERY GOOD WORK™ (1l
Cor.9:8). Accept salvation by
grace...through faith™ as “the
gift of God” (Eph 2:8.9). und
you too will enjoy these niches
of grace

through the

Board meetings scheduled for
Community Corrections Board

Samuel kerns. Director of the Robeson Counts Offender Resource Center
announces the scheduled Board Meeungs of the Crinunal Justice Pan-
nership Program Advison Board The mectings will be held on the
following dates at the Center Office. 120 West oth Street. Lumberton.
NCat 1 00p m August 18 October 200 Januars 2003, March 24, 05
and Man 12 03
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PRESCRIPTION DRUGS FROM |
MEDS FROM CANADA ARE SAFE |
According to TIME, 60
Sovactg.spﬁg?z on MINUTES and the U.S.
Lipitor, Celebrex, Government. Learn more

and join the millions of
Americans clready saving
up to 86 on leading

: n brands incl,uding Llipitor,
Discount RX phone Zocor, Celebrex, Fosamax

1-866-211-2121 and many others. To

Fosamax, and many
others. Call for a free
Guide on how to
order from Canada

. receive your free guide to
STERLING ordering from Canada,
Phone 1-866-211-2121.
FLATWARE
Buying and ¢ S =
» Sellin I f
N4 Over 6000 qauun?of active ’ e nv l-ro e
puteneronied seris | | composting toilets
at very a!!orqablo prices. 2

Free Catalog or Price List

of your pattern available . c!gan
i — simple
‘ '- VE EEN green
%5 1350 West Bay Drive
<! Largo, FL 33770
omy (800)252 3134 FREE INFO KIT
1972 - - -
i e 1-800 3? 5126
S (st www.envirolet.com
www.silverqueen.com :

New Technologies

We're growing
from a community
hospital in Robeson County into one of
North Carolinas finest and largest healthcare
providers—by enlarging our emergency
department into a state-of-the-art facility,
expanding Gibson Cancer Center to provide
in-depth treatment right here at home, and
adding a six-story 134-room patient-centered
bed tower, with private baths.

Continued Commitment

THAT’S THE
F‘[JTURE OF SRMC. But through all

the changes, one

thing remains the 'same: Our continued
commitment to provide the very best to our
patients and dedicated staff. Because at

SRMC, that's our future—and yours.

SOUTHEASTERN
REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER

Neighbors Caring for Neighbors

Southeastern Regional Medical Center * Lumberton * 910-671-5000 * www.srmc.org

‘ﬁ’re-Cut Patchwork

Quilt Kits!

We have many beautiful, traditional
quilt designs in easy-to-sew & time
savinﬁgre-cut kits. Starter kits, too!! [L
Send $2 for color catalog, plus 100% E

cotton swatches & 20% SALE offer.

Order Catalog & Quilting Frame Plans
ONLINE at: www.hearthsidequilts.com

X Hearthside Quilts, Dept. 52312C

Cpd) Hinesburg, VT 05461-0610
(=) Q YES! Please sénd color catalog, swatches
& 20% SALE offer. $2 enclosed.

Name
I Address
1 City
1 State Zip

Save Time: Order by Phone 1-(800) 451-3533
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Block Carbohydrates

and Fat!

You Can Lose Weight. WE GUARANTEE IT!

UltraCarb i3 an exclusive two-step system that blocks carbohy:-
drates and fat from tuming inte body far. Qur revolutionary
new tormula will allow you to ear the toods vou love and still
lose weight, quickly and easily

You knuw vou can't successfully lose weight without fighting
both FAT and CARBS! Now vou can do both... safely and
casilv. Without drags. Without stimulants

Isn’t It Time You Liked Your Body?

* Exclusive formula
* Blocks carbs
* Blocks sugars
* Blocks fat
* No stimulants
* No prescriptions

* 100% Safe

* For men & women

Call Now For Your 60 Dav Risk-Free Trial!

1-800-290-2845 Ext. U-23:




