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Last weeh we heoean o

series which looks at the his
ol American Indian St
the University of North € arobn
at Pembroke.  This o
ol the series

In order 10 understand )
hislur_\ ol the Amerwean Indian
Studies  Department ot the
University of North Curoling al
Pembroke, it s
know a little about the histors o
the local Indian population. th
l.umbee.

Fhe modern LLumbee are an

TN reant o

amalgamation ol VATious
Eastern  Siowan people
tincluding Lumbec, Cheraw,
Waccamaw and Sapont)r. with
apparently smaller additional
contributions I'rom lTroguoian
(Tuscarora) and  Coastal

Algonkian (Halteras) sources
(Dial and Eliades 1975: Picrce
etal 1987). The archacolovical
record in the vicinity ol
Pembroke indicates that .
American

abnve

people hav v

consistently lived along the
‘banks of the Lumbee River
from Paleo-Indian times (ca.

12,000 - 8.000 BC) through
Archaic times (ca. 8.000 - 2,000
BC) and throughout Woodland
times (ca. 2,000 BC 1750 AD:
Knick 1988, 1992, 1993),
Native people were living here
when the first permanent white
settlers arrived in the mid
1700s, and some ol the
descendants of those Native
people can now trace their
genealogy back to that same
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and other
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Fhe  begimmng ol the
crsity tlselt 2O back Lo
IS0 Two men ol the area
Hunmulton McMillan, a white

trom nearby Red
and W. L. Moore, a
Focal Indian mimister

rovhatecian
|'|I“'_"
shared
ibout the education of
residing in Robeson
niy o Phese men became key
i the establishment of
Croatan Indian

Fivcdans

phasers
Normal
ol which has evolved into
w Limversity of North Carolina
it Pembroke.

MeMillan believed that the
lindians ol

Robeson County
descendants of a
mereer ol Coastal Algonkian
Indians of Croatoan Island with
the survivors of John White's
(late sixteenth century) lLost
Colony at Roanoke Island. Also
a4 state legislator, McMillan
introduced legislation in 1885
which would legally designate
the Indians of Robeson County
as Croatan (4 word McMillan
apparently derived from the
place-name Croatoan),

Al the same time the bill
sought to establish a separate
school syvstem for the Indians.
An Indian. School Committee
was created with the power to

were  the

hire teachers of their own
choosing  for the schools.
However, while the Indian

communily scemed apprecialive
ol this effort there is no
evidence that any schools were
started as an immediate result of
the new law.

I here bad been no public
schools open to local Indians
since 1835, Thus in the 1880s
the illiteracy rate was extremely
high. Few Lumbee people were

quahlitied to teach in the Indian
schools. With this realizatnon,
Moore and a number of Lumbee
leaders concluded that what was
needed in order for their people
to make educational progress
wis a central institution offering
studies from the elementary w
the teacher training (or normal
school) level an institution
which could train Indian people
o serve as teachers for their
own children in their own
communities. With the
assistance of McMillan in the
state legislature, a bill was
passed in 1887 establishing
what McMillan labeled as the
Croatan Indian Normal School.

This 1887 act put the
school under the direction of an
all-Indian board of trustees. It
provided that students had to be
Indians from Robeson County
and at least fifteen years old.
Students also had to agree to
teach Indian people for a given
period. The legislature
appropriated $500 for the
school, but the money could
only be used to pay teachers.
No funds were allocated for the
purchase of land or the
construction of a building. In
fact, the act stipulated tnat
unless the Indians provided a
building, the law would be
repealed in the next session of
the North Carolina General
Assembly. Thus it was left to
the Lumbee people to provide
both the land and building for
their school.

Next week we will continue
looking at the history of
American Indian Studies at
UNC Pembroke. '

For more information, call
or visit the Native American
Resource Center in historic
Old Main Building, on the
campus of The University of
North Carolina at Pembroke
(910-521-6282; Internet address
www.uncp.edu/nativemuseum).
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Mental health problems are

fullilling lives. Chances are, some

health problem--orhas recovered from one. Sogetthet
mental health. Because mental health is

Call 1-B00-789-2647 for a free
brochure about mental health or visit
m.allmmulhelllll.samhu.gov
(TDD: 1-866-889-2647)
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with the harsh

housing.

of the elderly.

For the elderly who have to deal
realities of
Volunteers of America is there to
help. Since 1896, we've worked
in communities across the country
to restore hope and rebuild lives.
Today, we help seniors lead safer,
healthier, independent, and produc-
tive lives. With programs that pro-
vide home health care, transporta-
tion, assisted living and affordable

The need has never been greater.
And we are there to offer support
and compassion to enrich the lives

life,

There are no limits to caring. ™

Find out how you can help. Call
1.800.899.0089 or visit us at
www.volunteersofamerica.org.
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Mental health problems affect
almost every family in America.

surprisingly common. Yet most people
with mental health problems recover

and go onto lead productive,
one close 1o you has a mental
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fulfilling fives. Chances are, someone close to you has a mental
health problem —or has recovered from one, So getthe facts about
mental health, Because mental health is oot o alf o

Call 1-R00-789-2647 for a Iree
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