Y attention was first at

iracted to ham by the
ease with which he pulled
the bartender over the

bar at Fat Anna's boand
ing house at Caleutta,
and then my admiration
was aroused by the skl
strength and agility with which he nandiod

himself in the mix-up that lollowed, when
four runners, the barntender, and old Anna
herself with her broom, set upmon lim Hut
he was thrown bodily our ante the sireet, and
I followed as quickly, tor | had alked o
much in & strange bauarding house Lo 4 voung
man that drank toa hitle, besade the added

offence agamst good taste of twisting Anna's
broom away from her and smuling a runner
over the head Wi puked guiselves up in
the middle of the strevt and mustered under a
h,mp post 1o grel w [ainted, unmendful of
Anna’s screes hing (nunenon in Y go py vour
own boarding howse vou b ufers, und stay
there, mine house = respee tabile !

“Come aml have "he sanld, © urﬂy

“No," 1 I denk very hittle, and
I've had enough

1 left him and went to my boarding house,
but befare | ogon 10 i and
reported a livelv scrap at Fat Anna’s in which
a big, angry U Souwegan b oleaned op
the place and had been arrested My

adnnk
ntiswered,

slee]s @ man «ame

frend.'" 1 thought, and went to sleep

In the morning, though. | oattended the
pelice court I'hee which haarding howse
furce was there the bartendi b as prosecuting

witness and Mistress Anng with her runners
toassist.  Fhe prisoner was brought an, none
the worse [or his expenenies aml s eye
helid the same twinkle a= on e evening be

fore,  T'he Lartender told his siomy

“For why," demanded the magistrate,
“did you hit this muan o’

“Berause he wys Siotch, your honor,”

answered the prisoner, calmly

“He's a lar,” velled the hartender.
an Irishmap, 1 am ™

Rut his <lamor was silenced hy the mags
frate

I'm

“Seoteh” he roared. YScotche Andd
that a resson for hittng a mon. 'm Seotch
mysell.  Tlurty  days — you — you he

glared at the prisoner —* Officer,” he called
“Take vou this man, and lock hm up
Seotch, 8 a1 Scowhe Thorty days for
you

He was led out, and we all departed. And
ina few davs, hgving secured & berth as se

ond mate af an Ameroan shoge Tlorget about

him i the pushool work that, al seq or in port,
never slickens i these <hips. The capidin
was a Sootyhman named S avish, Bl this

dlid mot brong hime v mow el noe ofied the Lt
that the triate, shippen] 4 weri ,-Illl my

self, was als s hoand nam#l M Lo, o all
to remiemlo i his antipathy
to Seots 1t CTOW CRmEe
aboard o thi ailineg, wndd | read ther
names 4! “an, timling twe thinds of
them Scoto b that 1 thought of bim, and won

dered what he would doif the Fates had enn
demned lim te this shape then, s 1hough in
humornus f<ponse o my wonder, when |
read off the List name on the artndes, " Denmis
Finnegan.” | answeresd by a hearty
“Here, sir inel thiere he swoaod, g, Dlomd
anil (lean, with the merry twinkle in his eves
and a brand sheath knife and hell
strepperd arnund nm 1 nsaddes] recogmition,
B thar was ws tar as Deould go, T wis ase

tirsy

we my inerd and
wais oy when the

Wy

v o A

WS

e s

omd mate

We gt down the Moghly after the wsual
traubile, ans s were al s, where, belore
two duvs Dol passel Drenms Finnegan, Toe
Yander, bl tetr b miark on most ol e

Scotchovuntigent forwatd, thaugh he made
no deman tratn g

he was vl ur

Coakijiwer ar male

ol ethent, anbipating orders

ioagre tenl el Shoowrng himeaelf an ex
pert able wim ot s pugna ity Jid not
last long. o depueied] with the ligquor m lis
system, anedl with of ment the twnkle in fns
eye.  He rlipeed into a mquets maody man,
seldom spwibinz enoeptin answer to an order,

but none the lews masteriul and eficient He

was not in my watch, vel 1 had some appor
fumty Ty obearpor hom thooeh none 1o falk
with him

Aod saun W At eganin
count of & lareer anl healbaeer interest |
had known Py =~k s dwaliter T
on baard. Yoo nowd covan A= D) ciesd
and veded v se e es wloare
the pangasy alnl i e " .
lav 1h 'l SE o die Mo
{fop watin while the mate and b 1
were sweaung birces and Wt
anrl as it oo g [ ime o
nat o cloak | eripipese shie nad peed o
aifling wir of the  abin, or she wonbd not ha
ippearsd withaur her Tather Iher
muv have heen s taber winy caism] 1t
stifing & vy my lew meetngs oodh ham
since sathing be tadnaed an odor of Whiske
that wa= decdmih nivira<ant and spowe
thirkly from Jariened faculwes 1 had last
wen hm oat toar bellc when be hilted s head
up through the after companon, sand, " How

at the whweel, and
dewn belore the man

ye hudiden -
stumbled drunkeniy
could answer
The girl stood besde the after companion,
swaying easily 1o the slight heave of the ship,
and supporting hersell with one buad lightly
resting on the house.  Finuegan was ut the

ne man

P M QRG AN R@B ER TS @N

and being behind ber, stared
and brazenly ut her

I felt my  hair roots tungle with indignation
and when 1 raught his eve he paw something
1oy face that indued ham to look «losely at
the compass for a while.  The girl seemed 10
s abwout sixieen, tall and well developed lor
her age, and with a lace like that of a bild
had a wealth of black hair, whiih she
seemed 10 tuke linde care of . for it blew around
her face in the wind, and was mnoocent ol

apealy

wheel

~he

putls or hair pins—only 4 it of nbbon
showed oow and then  Her complexion was
somewhut dark - tanoed . in fact, but there

it oot and there was
Hut it was hier eves Lthat
imlnrr\.\nf me minl They were L.:gt and lu
munous, Mack us weht, and with a frank,
dhrect stare in them that was disconcerting
tor me when they fell upon me 1 stoend up,
lifted my hat politely. and would have joined
her hasd she returned my greeting But she
diil not, shie stared 41 me o moment i-mgrr
faved o winidwand, and slowly movedd over o

was a nch, creamy

color in her cheeks

the weather rl reas bung this she moved aft,
her hands sluhing alomg the ral until her out
suetchied Telt hand wuched the gquarter bin
then she shipiped belund o, found the tafirail
and felt hier way along this 1o a grating along
snde I twox And by

trath basd duwned apon e, dlso upon Tinne
gart The eves sought mine, wide opwn in
ity
tor trme the unspoken word upon my own
“hlind ™

Mr Moleod came aft, hoarse from hawl
ing to the men at their watch tack le and strap
It had grosn nearlvdark now, amd | was glad
of 1t becawse 1 did not care to have this fellow
see the tear<in my eves He was g tall, good
]IMLHI}: sort of 4 man, about |'!'l|r1§ VEArs old,
a hrst-class seaman, and we had got on very
well together, even though 1 did not like him.
He joined me in the alley

“Hello, the Lirdie’s up

“You mran the skipper's daughter,”
swered, * Yes, 've seen her ™

“She's blind as & bat, the old man says
For all that, she’s a peach, as they say in your
country Guess 'l take a kias i the dark
She'll never know whe it is '

Mro MiLeod” 1 sad, staniling erect
“What are vou thinking ol 7"

“Chh I The old man’s dead drunk,
and she'll never know.  IUH keep her guess
g "

“AMr MoLesd | won't permit it "

“You won't permut, you sav—" he had
started. but turoed bk 2 You'll remembaer
that I'mover yioun here and have charge of tie
to the main

the whee this time the

anl-as he loobed at me his lips seemed

Seen her yei ¥
| an

e b
|lf k.

| weakly vielded. so strong is the intluence
of nautical etiguene gpon a seataring muir
It was well tor me,
another man ook ap the hiarden and Lore the
pumshment. 1 had reached the foat of the
steps in alwdirnce
siream, then a snathng, growhing sound, and
I mounted the steps agan in two bounids

The girl was eret, o Iinging to the quarter
hatt, the wheel was deserted, amd 1 siuw by the
star< that the ship was roynding o And n
the clear space between the wheel and the
house two forms, lescked in a close embrace,
were writhing to and tro. As | hurreed ato |
heard Finnegan's voice, highly aciented, e
pressing his opinion of the mate in explosive
sentences punctuated with lund qaths

"Tamn yer miseraple, Sannee heart
“he growled. " You hunter o
cowartly sneak  vou kisser o leetle garls |

Lwet down Ol the [Howipe,
Hr ta your oom '

I~ r|'.l1ﬁ that 1 alid, dar

10 his ooeder when | heard a

anid

vyl weemen

kil vour | kil you. Tamn vou ™
“Finegan.” | yelled. “Stap 1 Take
viallt whiel, man This sn 't vour alfain

“Tuake der wheel vourself, sir, till 1 Lill s
Seotyhman '
| tek at, for the weather leas hes were shak

it by hard heaving got the shapoff o her

L Al Ly this time the <trugele was
abnt nwet Tawhing up fram the compass
I «aw Mileod bent hack nearly idonble,

Finnegan's right arm amund his waist, whih
he hugged tightly 1o himaelf, and his left
wnst under the other’s chine  Farther and
the mate vintil there wita an
~omelhing

farther Yo vt
ol

y=pde vl hn i
Iy

Ve

ng s
e n.as

Immialika THi &

vietne a beine paess

~ e ol ) crteliral o
He dropgwd Tike o log

him

way

sull, while Finnegan, o A Riow
wppet oy e the
Neaw | take
t hunt any mare 1
Have vou kalled im
i1 The it atum

~uer | have liraken i< bae L

(AR
il
ity “ He

hnivar
‘ A5, 1

I 40!
waon he S

Trihed

e e
o, the wrely
and Yl d

the ™ herl

= rortement T
orres | Hr and |
ate, teeling his heart Ihere was

weath {rom the nos

wak pone
Tamin winl

el e m
Fhis wal, nor a sign ol

mate has t=een kilied,
when T had his attenton

W\ he answersd. ' Killed!
Lilled

Ve captam.” 1
sl
e Whai'c
Dennis Fronegan killed him
v He's Iying on the deck up
there nom

MeOAL ] ] killd?™ He was eoherent
now And Finnegan killed him 7 Is be mn
mons

“Novsr | owas waiting for you to order
that

“Get the irons and vour gun,” he said, as
he howsted himself our ot the berth

* Wait, captain.” | sal with a dim idea of
helping Finnegan Vol should know why
he killed him before vou act. 1t was for an
assault upon vour daughier ™

“What!" be roared. " I'he mate assaulted
my blind girl! Where—how was it¢ Tell
me, mon, and dinna waste sympathy on me
1 desairve little

I told him all that had occurred, umitting
my emotions on discovenng the gul's blind
ness He listened gravely, then answeted

“1 am no the law. and the law demands
that a man that kils o tellowman shall e im.

mother, and that perhaps made the trouble
A mother's a mother, you know, At any rate
I found my house stripped when [ came hack
thut voyage, wife and child gone, and a letter
in the post ofbce saying she was through with
me, and bad gone with a man that loved
her.”

“And did you never get trace of him?" 1
asked.

“Omnly that he was a Scotchman. A vear
later, however, 1 got apother letter from the
wilr, «ent from London, saying that the child
had dicd and that I had a right 1o know it
That'sall My leetle girl—my leetie Hedwig!
The Lirst word she leamned to speak was

and with a

Thae ses vt

e wiibie
frw ofr

theee Resbuiems ul the gor
bre | draied her

preesoned at once until the proper authon
ties may deal wi' him’

I st ured the rons and my |\|-'|tu!, though 1
knew 1 would nin need n I'hien I called a
man o relieve Finnegan

"My man,”" suid the captain, as Finnegan
releasing the wheel to this man, stepped over
the body and extended his hands tor the irons
“T'm sorry for this, for ve acted the man in
defense of 2 wooman,  But ve went too lar
aned | must confine ve till the vonsul frees ve,
which nadoot he'll o when | state the <arcom

stances.  Yell be fed well - the usual allow
we, and exeroised evers Jav on dec b 7
“Which s the law. | beheve, captam.” an

weered Finnegan, with a4 smile

] osee v i reialize the epornuty o8 your
Wenee,™ said the vaplain s 4 woelul
tiing to kil a fellos rreatiire 1 should na
hive it o my ionsoence ™

Nhine s o lenr, ciptaent <ol Finnegan
S wasn't WY b dive, dnd besiides e W as
syiteh

V'he caplain saw no sgnif ot
speei hyowhinh 1w Forp he oovalid pee
der | 5 et ty b, esen
under the Law _ shictld he s howee Wesdint
Finnegan up o the lazareite, sewed the Yuwl
in i csack atid next morning buoed iowith the
Usud]l ceremoaes. Then the vajitdin
drunk .n{\ n, andd Tor a while itwas witl
dhiftiv iy thar | ool Beme st modtelas o va
the sun. and heet linpscber alier bk
ling enovgh to tuke « hronometlor s glits \
I wids nint 4 navieator 1 needed him fie this,
hut meithing el ool handle the ks
and the men, and the “ bosun” stood his
adlch

1 san Finnegan often, and be wmvartilily
asked almuat the pard

s common enough. <ic” he exploned
i Apealingey Tor a tellsw v gen tond va some
helple< thing he his pante e mal] fwsg e
livthat even when ey 3Ll amel s s I
‘.|f’|p|r5- UIratune-

“"Yes, Linnega | Rut can vou
expilin orlier aintradie il
17 hse ! s oo LTI ey e ) oalie
“onbh A winke sou admar venies A
woman ¢ naser, vodi preelecd a4 weawman non
atother Arid volr name 15 ol Finnegan

T Why o Pmay bnepoime #
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T d el arral TR AL
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He waitesd o oment 1nen »ant or '
fugged L1 e gl cith memnries 1z
that | nad viris g trom him

s e ol stomv." e said | never
drank at nest. bot | always admire] womei
1t was born in me. and 1 eould pot heipan 1
had mv <hie at teepntvonye—a bare our of
Dundee, amd my wife and child  Aad 1 100l

ishlv left them where the Dutchman left his

anihor. at home, among the Scotvh. My
wife was more 1o me than any woman on
rarth, Fut she coulid pot understand, sl ane

time. when the Little ‘ir\ was four vears nid
1the maos jovable age, vou know, she ran awav
with «ome fellow, and ook the child- my
little Hedwaig ™
The tears were in his eves pow, and | could
sav nothing
" Little continued. “ She

Hedwig,” he

thought more of me than she did of her

all

Gurth
thirse

my first name. And she's dead

vears, she's dead!"”
His vipee was broken now, and the tears
stroaning fast | let ham sob 4t out, then
tshesd, " And your last name "

Never mind,” be answered. 1 helieve |
am A4 hineal descendant of O] Red Eric, amd
Lief But do you wander now that |
hate the Scotch, that | lost my command, that
I drank and went down, and that 1 defended
that inpocent girl on deck from the mate #
Biind, and as helpless as my own htle girl?
M

s son

ourse.  1'd do it agair
And so would | boran pusd
U have these off vou belore ope

I ledt lim and went on deck, intending to
argue tic matter with the skipper when he
appeared sober enough 1o talk And |
Tound himin this condition pear the linnacle,
nol only soler, but anxious of face. He was
tall man of about, ity, and though the
marks of s recent dissipation bore heavily

his 1rons

“

upeon him, he was still o handsome man, with
pray e aml bean) that matched his evies,
amdl, when not under the mtluenie of Lieguioir,
a masterful seaman and navigator

Weare o have a typbioon, Mr Williams, "™
he sand emetas | pnned him I'he Barom
eter's below twenty mine and itr's bast 1 In
reaily We're ton short hanshes! $oe want i

shovoll were o ndvigator, my lad, anid 15
make v tirst mate Al onve, and take | s
e d deormy loeward

Ve was hittle wind, andd the < lap pedlbed
l-a il aoswicll that came from o &}
i Testhe south vadt, a heaiy | 4
Eras vorged st il sk it nibie ¥
e was the saft, humsl sensanon 1ty oy
irien wall the " smell of a Tilia \ |
reference 1o the hammmeter 1Ly
for 4 reey my mats b

Threie s 3 mpetent mate o

wi below, vaptun,” 1 saul |
tall.ed o Finnegan  He's Boeld o omm

But the law, lad, the law I've n il
he was an excrptional sador man, lant g0 |
release himg what'll he oo Whan 111 <av 1
the sonsul  Tve enterad the matter in the
wiinial log, and then there's the (rewe *

I answer for it pan. that he does
nen run,' | sand e s had o dovaol vraabide,
amd ook 10 whi-key

The vagtain’s fave leared et him on
ddev k. e siid
I gladlv unbivbed Finpepan as | must
adl vl hen arud 1 Livien ety s '
My man W) Phe'v g bt vl
Woiilllames intorma mwe that ator
Have you any dhis harpe

“Iye lostthemall_sir. " unonered Tinnecan

“Can oy tal e the san, tuhe o N i
sughts, beep the log, and pdot the sl s track
on Lhe vhart

\ L] iy 1 1 o~
Wil \
- | ‘ 1o
"ww 1 reN
| poromiss ijit 1 i i
Lven e e " 3 0
| e (T YT r
(1]} Wl take Myt wit
W i Ther M: W
vwermd the ampgead Finnegar 1
ithat
Mro Williams is nat 2 navigator vl 1t
was e mho pevoommeniied] vo

well, at

“ When vou

\erv
liythes, shoren
damn at once o lower topsails, InrMopmast
stavsail

e stivwes] vour

anrd recfed spanker

When

Finnegan had pone the captun
turned 1 me with 4 yagh of relief I'm
glad of myv resolution, Mt Williams," he

It's Tween a sore Inad an mv heart to
connne that man  And for the offense of
Pmtecting mv own daughter
drel.  As for his drnk
we e all weak at botto

Hut emotion gave way to work  Finnegan
appeared, and for two hours we were busy.

wad
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K. well—Lord knows

The men forward needed no introduction o
their new first mate, nor any inspection of
‘dist hurges' to know that he was thelr master,
His orders came in crisp, explosive nautical
terms that a greenhorn could not have under-
stood, and his voice, when he raised it for the
benefit of a crowd on the foretopgaliant-yard,
wunded like the blast of a trumpet. ’f"hrm
was no mistaking his caliber, and no man
required the repetition of an order.

It struck us squarely from astern when it
came, and for a few moments there was a
snapping, singing and whistling of things that
made us think the spars were going. But
nothing carried away, and we sped on, dead
before it, for it was a fair wind, until the rising
scy threatened to board us.  Until now the
captain was loath to heave to, but when he
did decide he chose the port tack.

But the wind increased, and with it the
sea.  Again we reeled that spanker, then took
in the mizzentopsail, leaving the ship snug
enough for anything short of a burricane—
under maintopsail, reefed spanker and fore-
tpmast staysail. But even this was too
much, and soon we thought that hurricane
was hardly the word for the solid pressure of
wind that hove us down untl the lee rail was
luried, and the water up 1o the combings of
the main hatch, The captain ord the
muintopsall goose- winged —thut is, furled on
the weather side, and | started forward to
roYse the men to this task, barely saving my-
seli at the main rigging from going over to
leeward with a sea by clinging tightly to the
coils  But the next sea took something else;
hefore | had shaken the water out of my eyes,
I dimly siaw a cloaked hgure creep cautiously
out of the forward companion, groping with
outstretched hands for the weather rail; then
that sea, breaking over my head with a stun-
ning fotee, swept on over the lee rail, and
when | looked again, the black cloak framed a
frightened, white [ace on the water, a hali a
length to leeward. 1 threw off my oilskins
and haots, sang out * man overboird,” and
when the next sea camne | went with it.  The
tea was o greut help, it sent me within three
fathoms of the girl, and with a few strokes |
rew hed her.  Her clothing had supported
her head out of water, and she was screaming.

Al right, Miss McTavish,” 1 said, cheer
ilv as 1 could.  “1'm bere, and they'll send a
loat " She quieted as she heard my voice
and trustfully obeyed my instructions not o
struggle, to permit me to remain behind her
andl Leneath, with my hands under her arms,

Had that topsail heen furled or even goose-
winged. there is no doubt that the ship, with
no headway except from the staysail and
spanker, would have drifted down upon us;
as it was she forged ahead, and we passed
under her stern, the agonized face of Captain
At sh looking down upon us. He threw
the ead ol the spanker <heet, bt it fell short

| arrd away Ihicre were no

| F

vrd o as sewn e

e b

WS
Vel woin Vaaed = n lone oy me, Tuil pos
Fav tem minutes il & peep over my
bstdider shiowid me the white bt dridtang
tern hirst amay from the -IH!‘-" Quarier. =\
e b shop g the oars, amd Finnegan erect in
thr stern <hecis iires ing them | shouted
sl they must hase heard, for they heasded
0 v aned gl firsaoshy But it wa
t s ertrange That bronight s together, anil |
nearls exhausted when 1he how oareman
shippetd i oar asel sezed the gl Next |

o seized myself and we were hoth pulled in

“You did well, tamn well, Mr Wi ',"l‘m\s "
shouted Finnegan, his eves sparklingmoith ex-
aned his vowe taking on I'! acvent
that excitement alwavs brings to the s;-l'crh

aitetnent,

of Anglicized foreigners. * Lift the young
lady ait, where Wiere's room '
She was con<iois, bt weak, and the men

tenderly Lifted bt back to the stern sheets,
where she sat, trembbing and white of face,
near Finnegnn I'he ot was in the trough,

-

sru] he v aleml oo strgighten her hack 1o a

wirse tn qhe ship, now a0 quarter of a mile
anwav. when he sinoped over the girl and fin
geredd & bow ket that had been drawn with its

hawn from beneath her dress

Where, Miss McTavish.” he asked in a
shaken i you get ds docket?™
vaulid hear b voice indistinetly over the wind,

vOu e

ait though 1 saw her lips move, I could not
" |%iTie
Nowir mether <™ be shouted 10 ans
A AT ave 1) T 1l aopenesd
okl atithe inner faoe, and sand. 1
T neuter s pictupe
Her 3 eomed 1o b Per
. - s non olinr
And amre nAme -
Nzr wer B I'he mien near
Wigan g mbling a1 the thelav . bt 1 osi
e el therr
ol Marm continued Finnegan, e fae
strained aml intence Iyt name they call

vou when leetle—when vou were s leetle g 2
She hail bandly rephed shen he dropped
the tiller. and put both big arms around her.
“Hedwrg, Hedwig,” e gmaned. My
leetle girl Hedwig ™
He drew her white, wondering face in his
own. kissing her repeatedly on cheek and lips.
until the wonder in her face gave wav 1o
fright.  He took her in his arms. and rocked
haik and forth, the tears streaming down his
face, and her name coming brokenly from lus
lips. Then she screamed, and he
ing ber tenderly on the seat, and faced us
“Men," be said, wiping his cyes with the

back of his hands. *T've found mine own
lectle - daughter, that | t'ought was dead.
That'sall. Give way Back port.”

There wuhnh-tmuhkmmrcuhin.tln
ship and at last this was accomplished and
we saw Captain McTavish clasp the girl in
his arms at the . Then, as we backed
to the hanging falls, Finnegan, directing
two to remain and hook on, the rest o

climb, swarmed up the bow tackle hand.
over hand, and reached the deck. [ and
the others followed, and in a short time we
had the boat up and secured. Though over-
sceing the job 1 paid little attention to it,
being keenly interested in what was bappen-
ing on deck. The captain, with ope arm
around the girl, stood at the main nm‘.‘nﬁ
holding himself steady with a grip on the
of the maintopsail halyards, whose iron
block and wire whip were but mx feet above
his bead. Finnegan was facing him. “I
don't follow you,” the caplain was saying
“ What ase you talking about? 1 kmow
ht o' your wife.”

u% ou lie,” said Fi n.  “Where is the
wife you stole from me when at sea? Derels
the leetle girl—my leetle girl Where is der
mutter 7 Speak, before I kill you with mine
hands."

A coud of anguish passed over the cap-
tain's face. He straightened up, looked
wildly around at his crew, and said: * Come
into the cabin if you want to talk in this man-
ner.  We are before the men.”

“And we are before God Almighty,”
swered Finnegan, advancing a step. "“e
speak it out right here.  Where is mine wife
that you stole »"'

'ho are you? What is your real name 7'
asked the captain, boarsely.

“ Father of dat Jeetle girl. Who made her
Llind 7 Where is ber mutter?”

Captain McTavish reeled, hanging tightly
to the halyards.

“You are Gurth Ericson,'" be said.  “Tam’
compelled to believe you. The mother Is
dead; she died ten years ago.”

It was the mate's turn to reel now, but bhe
recovered himself as quickly.

“And why did she say in der letter from
London dat der lneth.prl wndnd? Answer
me, or | kill you now.’

“Ta stap your possible pursuit.”

“ And IL.II made my leetle girl blind ™

“A sickness that left a blood clot on -the
brain.  She will never see again.”

“ Nefier see again!”

Ericson-—as he must be called now—stood
silent, his face growing darker and his eyes |
more lurid with thoughts that found a fit |
accompaniment in the rumbling Umnd:r and |
fitful flashes around us,

“Nefler see again,” he snarled. Then
with the whole expanse of his upper ml:l
showing under the upcurled lip, with fingers
extended like claws, he sprang at the captain.
But he did not reach him.

A report like that of a bundred-ton gm
struck our ears, and in & blindingsfixsh -of
light we all went down. There was a crack-
ling ¢rashing sound aloft, and even-on=my |
back 1 knew that the mainmdst hadibeen |
struck by lightning.  As 1 scrambled to my '
feet, unhurt, the whole fabric above the b.el|
m; Mhr.:rl went by the board, and, as the:
sail hulvands slackened, Captain M
<till supporting the girl, sank to the deck. 1
looked for Ericson; bhe was himself
up with the fiendish Jook . gone from his-face, |
and 1 sprang to the girl. But Ericson was '
there a second behind me. *

She was unhurt, but frightened, and her
eyes turned from my face to Ericson’s, then
back. We lifted her up, and her €yes wan- |
drrﬂ‘I about, resting on this object and that. '

“What is it?" she asked. *What hap-)
pened ? 1 can we. My blindness is gone,
but—oh, it hurts!” She covered her eyes
with her hands ™

“Yourvan seel™ rtuml Fricson, joyously,
"My leetle Hedwig!  You can seel Look at
me. Tell me who } am, Hedwig?™

She uncovered ber eyes, '|mkl'd l:k-? at
his fare, and doubtfully said,
think I remember. Gurth.”

“ Your father, Hedwig,” be said, soberly.
“Your real father, from whom you*were
stolen.”

| seemed to be a third party. Tuming
vy tor a moment 1 eaamined the captadn.,
Liv was stone dead from the holt that had re-
stored sight to the gr!‘l, and acmoss his br-dy
lav the steel wire maintopsail halvards,

| hree months later Captain Eneson and a
bright eved voung lady stepped aboard after
a viait 10 the wnnii

“ Exonerated,” he waid, drrly, “from the
charge of murder, or manslaughter, hecause of
good seamanship in TIgINg a jury mainmast
and getting the ship out of a storm center
and 1o port.  Also. made permanent skipper
by cahle from the owners. But 1 almost lost

my 1ase— " he looked quizzically at the smil-
ing girl—“on account of this young person,

I vught not have shawn her to the consul.
He said he didn’t blame the mate, and if it
wasnt sudden death he'd kiss her himself.™

“And he 15 an old, gray man,” she said,
carnestly
“Andlamawungone,” Isaid. “Weare

all alike. Hedwig ™

“That's all right, young man," said Fric-
son, grimly. “But you'll learn navigstion
before you get this girl.”

I havelearned it.




