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A certain precinct had 300 voters,
of whom 200 were Democrats and
100 Republicins. There being
roughly speaking as many females
as there are males in the human
race, add universal suffrage and you
have in this precinct approximate-
Iy 400 Democratic votes amd 200 Re-
publican.

Before, with a 75 per:cent vote,
the Democratic majority would be
75, or 83 1-8 per cent of the total,
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BORROWED BRIEFS.

Well, wa let out a faint cheer or
two on Navy Day, but are conserving
our real epergles for Ship Subaidy
Day, in the hope af being abla 10 get
through without sctually groaning.—
Ollo State Journal

One thing that makes us feel rt:zf‘,r
porey for the Democrats In this arltl-
eal ionr is that their whole blamed
patlonal committee has been able to
eolleét only 35051250 all 1.=n together
\sinece this campaign of education
opened, whereas we can gel that
mueh any day out of a couple of rich
widown and three or four coal oper-
#tors —Ohlo State Journal.

Of course If the bootieggers have

pay federal imxes and things like
&L they'll huve to pass the Increased

i ] the
gxpenne of doing business on o ¢
pﬂumnr.——!ndimapolln News.

* Russia has opened her campaign
for foreign trade by letilng It
known that she has nothing 10 sell
and no way to pay—Washington
Post.

" Too many of uw are ganerous with
sur brickbats and stingy with our
beuquety. —Kansas City Star.
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Slemp also slumped.

The ;;mr: Fiif: cool,
westerly winds.

“The glove senstor” certainly
was handled without "em.

brisk

Nuw-(':‘iil-i;;aﬁmum. you see
what comes of leaving Greensboro.

Pleasant Garden was one of the
few precincts where the voters really
entered into the spirit of the day.

The burning passion of this con-
gressional district for woman suf-

“frage is given further and fuller
revelation.

—

The way a good many of the
govereign suffragans lock at it a
legialator is only a legisiator, but
$4 is money.

The Tar Heel G, 0. P. may hava
woted early, but it counldn’t vote
&ften enongh to avoia becoring the
late Republican party.

Well, look whe's here—ald Vie
Berger, out of jail and wilder-
eyed than ever!
who simply can’t take a hint.

The eighth district doctors we
have with us today. Welcome, gen-
tlemen, and may your deliberations
go far toward abolishing your jobs.

\Vohturl is retired and Edwzrds
fs advanced; which means next to
nothing actually, whatever of sym-
bpolic significance may attach to it

erl."th-e election 'being over,

be |

the same as if both parties had
polled their full strength. The wo-
men qualified to vote, s 50 per cent
vote will give you 200 Democratic
and 100 Republican ballots, still a
Demoeratic majority of one-third of
| the whole, but of 100 in actual
yotes.

The electlon result in North
Carolina as a whole discloses inertia,
apathy, indifference. Silence gives
consent. There is no evidence of
more than a negligible amount of
protest in the state. The Demo-
cratic party has control of every
Ideputmeut of the state govern-
. ment, and a largé percentage of the
| registered voters, perhaps a major-
! ty of them—the figures are jn-
| conclusive at this hour—have not
|cared to give positive expression
of their sentiment with respect to
the manner in which this responsi-
bility has been discharged. In what
may be called negative approval, or
lack of disapproval, the party- in
power, on the other hand, has re-
i ceived a tremendous majority.

The numerous county upturns the
| Repupflicans have suffered are no |
doubt in the main simply that—
| county upturns; local results due to
local causes. However, there de-
veloped no emphatic Republican dis- |
| approval of the state administration, |
Ino militant Republican protest, eise
it wouid have been especially re-
| flected in Republican counties and
close districta.

| The election returns proclaim one
| thing pesitively enough, and that is

that anyone who may go whining
{ calamity and blue ruin to Raleigh,

Republican, Democrat, bourbon ur-r“'hod!‘-

bolshevist, will have his iabor for
| his pains. The legislative and the
| executive have been given a blank
check by the voters. State expendi-
tures within the past biennium have
been unprecedented, millions have
| been laid out and millions more are
represented in plans for future ex-
penditures, almost, it might be said,
where expenditures were measured
| in thousands before. The Democrats
| early in the summer announced that

[ A Mandate To Go Forward

dorsement; no assembly ever came
into being in this state with so
broad an implieit commizsion before.

b s ——— .
VOTED AGAINST EVERYBODY.
Senator Hitchcock was defeated.
Senator Lodge was re-elected on
theheaofthamnp,huthyn
margin so extremely narrow that
his opponent will demand a recount.
| Mondell was defeated.  Volstead
| was defeated. France was defeat-
ed. Freylinghuysen was defeated.
Pomerene was defeated.

|  The majority of thess are Re-
publicans; but the majority of ghe
seats in Congress are held by Re-
publicans. The two Democrats,
Hitchcock and Pomerene, were re-
| garded as exceptionally strong, and
| the election of each had been all
|but conceded by the Republicans
before the election, Yet they go
down with the list of Republicans
named.

Is there anything common to all
the men on that list? So far as we
are able to judge, one thing and
one only—each name on that list
was pretty well known to the aver-
age voter, each man, for one rem-
son or another, was conspicuous at
Washington. That quality also be-
longed to Albert J. Beveridge, who
was defeated also, and by a man
not half as well known to the coun-
try st large. LaFollette, in Wis-
consin, and Reed, in Missouri, were
re-slected; but what we are exam)-
ining now is the American vote,|
and the only instanee in whieh that
was given to s particularly well-
known man is that of Johnszon, who
won in California. But who is
Johnson? The champion rebel in
American polities, the man who s
known to be chronically ag’in the
government.

As the returns grow toward
something like completeness the im-
pression ‘deepens that the vote of
Tuesday was not the expression of
any enthusiasm whatever, but mere-
ly the registration of a vast dis-
pleasure. The country voted for
It simply voted against
everybody, except Hiram Johnson,
who is always sgainst everybody
else. The voter seems to have gone
to the polls, looked over the ballot,
picked out each'name that was
familiar and voted for the other
fellow. Whether the well-known
man happened to be a Demoerat
or a Republican seems to have mat-
tered little; if he had played any
conspicuous part in the conduet of
affairs recently, he was marked for

with pride their party would accept
full responsibility for what had been |

roads, colleges, schools, benevolent |
institutions, all the category of con-
structive progress financed out of
the state treasury. Sinee them the
state has heard of railway construc-
tion projects, a great port develop-
ment project, an inland waterways
products development scheme, up-
land fish hateheries, 15 millions ad-
ditional for jhe highway system,
notice has been given that effort
would be made to continue the ex-

slaughter. Even Beveridge, who has
been out of public life for many

There's one man done snd projected in the way of | years, went down in the general

mAassacre.

In two instances, however, there
peems to have been a definite and
specific issue presented, and in

couraging to every thoughtful stu-
dent of democracy. In Michigan
Senator Townsend had defended
Newberry on the stump. All the
rest of the Michigan Republican
ticket was elected handeomely, but
Townsend was defeated. In New

sorry for Mr. Harding in those
hours when the defeat of Miller
and Calder and the early returns
from the middle west made it seem
that the Democrats were running
away with everything in sight, and
that the administration had receiv-
ed & stinging rébuke. 5
No doubt as the night wore on
and later returns eame in it was
gradually realized that the Presi-
dent was not mas much in need of
sympathy as had at first been be-
lieved. Nevertheless, the emotion
itself is interesting as revealing the
standing of the chief executive in
Washington, On a similar “deea-
sion in 1916, when it seemed, on the
face of the early returns, that
Hughes had been elected by an over-
whelming majority, it anybody was
sorry for Mr, Wilson that emetion
was not widespread enough to
evoke comment. The- Democrats
were sorry enough, but they were
sorry for themselves. It was ad-
mitted that whatever the result of
the election, it was the Presidant’s
doing, and it occurred to nobedy
to regard Mr. Wilson as the vietim
of circumstances. '
Mr. Harding is so regarded. Per.
sonally, he is popular. Personally he
is regarded as a sincere, earnest
and honest man, who has done his
level best for the country at a ter-
ribly difficolt time. In Washing:
ton the blame for what then'seem-
ed to be the overwhelming defeat
of the Republican party was laid
more upon the minor party leaders
than upon the President. There-
fore Washington was sorry for Mr.
Harding.
But when a President is popular
in Washington, look out! A man
eannot please Washington and
please the ecountry too, if we are
to judge by the records of the Pres-
jdents. There has never yet been
& President of first-rate ability
whom Washington did not detest
cordially. Its hatred of Linecoln
fs historic. Its hatred of Roose-
velt was venomous. Its hatred of
Wilson finally became maundlin. But
ft liked Taft, and it likes Hard-
ing. .
We doubt that even the early
election returns were as ominous,
us far as President Harding is con-
cerned, as ls the fact thnt Wash.
ington, when it heard the returns,
was sorry'for him.
e —
AIRCRAFT COAST DEFENSE.
Gerternl Mitehell, being of the
air service himself, naturally in-
clines to enthusiasm over the pos-
sibilities of aireraft for coast de-

|each instance the outcome is en-|fense. Nevertheless, it Is beyond

question that the airplane is da-

and effective range; and there ia
every reason to suppose that in the
course of tims it will supplant long-
range cannon altogether, when it
comes to repelling ralds om our

and Governor Edwards safely elect-| pgnsion of the educational institu-| York Senator Calder was proved to coasta.

ed eenator, maybe they can now

tions, a Democratie governor has |

hate voted for the outrageous tariff

S0, even if one inclines to take

afford to arrest the murderers In committed himself to state sponsor-| on gloves for the benefit of certain with & grain of salt General Mit-

that New Jersey case.

Democrats Win in  Poland.—

s Headline. But without that, it is
& poor sort of Democrat who can-
mot figure out that Tuesday was a
@ay of great and impressive victory.

.kn_\'n:ﬂ who doubts that in
North Carolina the election waa a
total loss and no insurance to the
Republicans is invited to consider
this phenomenon: High Point went
Democratic

Congresswoman Alice Robertson
peeme to have been one of the first
political corpees removed from the
debris; but
kindly supplied another woman, ro
the house is not totally to
feminiem.

some western  state

lost

Ta what base uses may
turm, Horatio!
stead dicd
war buried,
dust; the dust
we make
loam, to which he was (politically)
converted, might they not
(metaphorically) & beer bar

we re
an thus: Val-
Volstuad

rueth int

callv);
tead rett o
is sarth; of +=arth
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Dr. Rankin, of the state board of
Bealth, Is to come tb Crecnsharo
fomorrow, and
boro is to select n sanitarian, Thera
are not an abundance of M
qualified by natural aptitude plus
special training for the position of
public health doctor, nor are there
many town officials who are quali-
fed to make a good sele

tomorrow  Greens-

D's

such a position, amongst the few, b

tion for | prises

ship for a fabric of water-borne
freights, nithough careful to declire
that the party was no further in-|
volved, ' |

A majority of those who went to
the polle have given their positivae |
approval of all this, and those who
did not leave their fall plowing, |
spent the day in the turnip patch|
or pursued the toothsome rahbit,
have proclaimed with finality that |
they find nothing in the conduct of
affairs to get excited about.

It is permitted to the leaders of |
North Carolina to go forward. In-
,deed, there is a clear enough in-
junction to go forward. The whole
populace does not uprise and surge
to the polls unless it is angry, and
it 1 seldom sngry unless m con-
siderable numbet are hungry. Those
who did go out and vote are the
more sprightly of the ecitizenship,
thinking more about public affairs;
that i to say, after there have been |
subtracted the regular fetehers and
carriers of the party organizations,
There is then, a clear mandate, from
the live ones, to proceed.

The gencral assembly that was
elected the day before yestorday

of his friends who are in the glove
manufacturing business; Senator
Calder was burled under a majority
of 200,000,

After all, there is a limit to what
even the American people will stand,
and the gross cynicism, the brava-
do with which Newberry and Calder
flouted all political decency passed
that limit. Townsend has paid the
penalty for lining up with New-

| berry. Calder has found that even

the money of his millionsire glove

two lessons will not be lost_upon
other politicians, and the coarse
work of Newberry and “the glove
senator” is not likely to be repeated
soon, .

The election of Al Smith in New
York probably has little, if any, sig-
nificance nationally. He was sim-
ply an immensely popular man with
an excellent record behind him and
the superb Tammany organizatien
making the most af that record. The
astounding Smith majority simply
illustrates that Tammany can do
when it is not handicapped by the
weight of its own paat.

All in all, the most conspicuous
phase of the election is the ex.

hould have no difficulty in reading
» commission Lo add to the road
hond whateyer is
necessary, to appropriate to the
state ¢ducational and benevolent in-
etitutions whatever is necessary, to
¢rabark upon any new enterprises or
enlarge the scope of any old enter-

authorization

accordingly as necessity may
shown; nlways with due regard,

ceedingly evil temper that it re-
veals in the country. The voters
Iure sore at everything and’ every.
| body. The Republicans have been
[in power, and their record is not
| pleasing to the country, so they
| bore the brunt of the voters’ wrath;
but that the sentiment is less Demo-
1cra‘.ic than anti-Republican is in-
| dgicated by the defeat of Hitchcock

Dr. Rankin's coming is understood | of course, to a eareful expenditure | and Pomerene. The voters are sope

to imply a recommendation in this

eonnection, and if he' makes one and
the recommendation is ndopted, the '
ehief North Carolina sanitary exec- | of extravagance, or indeed for any
.| stravagance st all; but it is both'

mtive assumes the responsibility

r Outside the physicians of Greens

X

bore, there is no one here in position
40 assume that responsibility without
axpert advice; and by virtue of his

gosition Dr. Rankin should know

" more about qualified sanitarian:
®  mwailable than the physiclen engay

fﬁhpﬁmvmm
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f money and the revenue-produc-
g possibilit.es of the state. There
s no sort of warrant for an orgy

e privilege and the duty of this
renernl assembly to make wise and

perity and the comfort and the cul-
‘ural advance of the people.

No previous administration, no
F revious assembly al the end of ita
\ife, ever received just such an en-

profitable investments for the pros- |

| over prohibition, and hit it several
llrerm-n fous wallops. They are sore
ahout the tariff; they are sore sbout
Newberryism; they are sore about
foreign relutions—witness what
happened to Lodge's mafority; they
are sore about pretty much every-
thing, and lashed out blindly, right
| and left. '
| This means, of course, that paoli-
ties during the next two years will
be one of the most nerve-racking
avoeations an American ean adopt;

A

chell's assertion that the coast ar-
tillery corps is already useless, it
is perfectly obvious that the Uni-
ted States, with its tremendous|
coast line, should spare no effort
to develop the bombing plane to
ita highest capacity. We should
give to the air service in general
many times the attention it -is get-|
ting now., We are letting Europe |
oulstrip us, both in military and in
civilian aviation; and if we ever
fight another war we shall rue our

| friends is not all-powerful. Those negligence.

——————————
If President Harding ecalls Con-
gress in Washington November 20,
we have an idea that it will be less
sh extra session than an inquest.
And the verdict, of course, will be
that the elephant was murdersd by
parties unknown,

PUBLIC PULSE

THE INDEPENDENT VOTER.

Editor of The Dally News:

Your editorial in today's News *Of
Party and Voter” |s 4 masterploce of
timely logle. Your reasoning ie in
striet accord with my personal paliti-
cal viaws and convietlons. which date
back to the beginning of my votlng
age

It lsa sometimens hard Lo maks a
hide-hoond “party followsr wnder.
stand the trand of = atrictly (nde- |
pendent voter's mind, some of them |
look upon us as an outslder. For my
part | have never been able to under-
stand how any Intelligent vofér could
walk up to the ballet hox and atuff
an unseratehed tickst In the hox, and

of many of the candidates that ha had |
voted for, mich less ths men them-
selves or the principles that they
wtand for. When a candidate makens
the plea for votes, hased uypon the
grounds that he has always veted
a straight party ticket. ha has proven
to my way of reavoning. that he In
unfit to hnid office and he should be
defeated by the vote of thd Intelllgent
Independent votera

It i» all right to ba n party man
but It & all wrong 1o be oane of the
hide-baund variely who put party he-
fors the bent interestm of tHe poople
at large, and in my opinlon, the man
who will vote the tcket wtrulght
(elthar party) and without eompari-
pon and  thoughiful conslderation
should ha loaked upsn as one unfit
and unsafe 1o be allowed oven this

amall privilege.
C B, OVERMAN,

High Polint.

veloping wonderfully in accurmey :

| dta ton

that without even knowing the namens;

| But

in filylng two-thirda of the dexired
distance and the more difficult coun-
try without a descent in 2 hours
they proved the entire feasibility of
the project. The hardy flyera who
make the next Attenmpt may reason-
ably expect to find it free from 1Lhe
handicap of & leaky radiator and
burned out engine.

At loast there are the best of as-
surances that the feat will be ae-
complished In tims and probably In
the near future. A genoration to
whose fathers the pany express and
the first I ive the plal L
were marvels of fast transpertation
can hardly ba so surfeited with the
sxploita of aviation as not to fesl &
new thrill at the near prospeat of

tinuous trip, As It is, the performance
of Lisuts, Macready and HKally s
both a recordbreaking achlevement
a8 & sustnined fiight for 5,080 miles
and a notable exampls of resouree-
fulness In overcoming the obstacles
of vielent storms, mountaln ecross-
winds and mechanical hasarda It
Is one of the great feats of avia-
tlon and comparable as a contribu-
tion to the development of Jong-
distance flying with the high-speed
recorda Yor shoet distances made at
the recent Detrolt conteats. How far
away is the Const-to-| t Alr Limit-
ed, to ecover the routh, on the basls
of the Pulltser Trophy speed records,
In from twelve to fourteen hours?T==
New York World

Falzse Economy In un...iér.

Presldent Harding Is right In stat-
Ing of the army that ‘“‘thers are
limits of redustion bayond which we
cannot go, even In the Interesta of
sconomy, without destroying the ex-
callent foundation new lald for our
natiopal defénse and forfelting the
sccroed benefils of the world war
exparience.”
Have we pot, however, already
sxceeded these [imitst The Secre-
tary of War, backed by such an au-
thority as General Pershing, states
that an army of 150,000 men and
13,000 officers is the minlmum eon-
sistent with nationul safety. The
director of the budgst, however,
states that the War Department may
not excesd expenditures to the
amount of §IIE,767.000, which will
faintaln only the pressnt personnel
of 125000 men and 13,000 oflicers,
In order to save & few dollars for
the moment the army Is belpg cut
to such an extent that It eannot
funotisn as an effielent unit,

The additional coat of keeping tha
eniiated smtrangth up to 150,000 mien
with 12,000 officers has been estl-
mated at about $23,000.000. In
other worda, this sum represents the
difference between an army at the
minimum strength for sfficlency and
an army so out that it s erippled.

The nesd of saving In every
branch of the government s olear.
But it !s false economy to cut the
army to such an extent that to
bring It bagk to proper minimum
strength will require Increased ex-
penditare in future yeara—New York
Tribune.

Light on the Sonth Sea Inlands,

Just as the world had besgun to
have ita 1deas of the Bouth Sea
inlands definitaly fixed by returning
Htsrary travelors who have Indus-
triously pictured them as & reglon of
tomance and sasy liwing Profsssor
Charles €. Nutting of the Iowa Btate
university comes home and publishes
the results of his recent explorations®
in the Fillan and other southern
Pacifie Insular groups. In the Iowa
Alumnus he reports the falands to be
n veritable naturallst's paradise, but,
strange to say, he describes a popu-
Intion whieh had something elss to
do besldes swimming among ocoral
reafs, dreaming uonder sheltering
palms and walting for bread fruit
o drop.

Professor Nutting's party brought
back hoxes ©f rare carvings, ghr-
ments wovan by nativa craftsmen,
six cases of fine coral and s mass
of valuable geologleal and sclentifie
duta. This Is contrary to all prece-
dents. The world had the Impression
that the chief product of the islands
®as literary material for new books
upon & delectabls la where Ilfe
was one continuous Happy dream.
The Fljlans, Professor Nuiting
says, wers not only willlng to work
but proved valuable alds to ths party
In al] 1ts investigations, having quick
discernment as to the kind of apeal-
mens dealred and & thorough ace
qualntance with the marine life of
the resfs. The party went into »
reglon Inhabited by primitive Fijlans
and had not a slogle halrbreadth
sscaps to chroniole. A stranger, Pro-
fessor Nutting says, c©an §oO Aany-
where in the Islands and his [fe and
hin property both will be antirely
eafe.

He found the Fijlans a remarkably
fine race. Omna of their oldest mnd
most powerful chiefs he descrfbed
as & pollshed gentleman of exquisite
courtesy, who made tha visit which
Professor Nutting pald him ons of
the most enjoyable sxperiences of
his 1ife, But he makes not & single
refersnce to the nymphs and sirens
of wondrous bsauty whom #0 many
literary vinitora discovered. Pon-
»ibly he was not n close observer,
He noticed, howavar, that peopls
in the South Bea Islafde.
He sald that he worked hard himdelf,
as did the members of his party.
Thix I8 & ravelation which nons of
the recently returned travelers has
made, It Is a matter too “which
seskorns after an casy life might son-
alder before -emigrating to the Bouth
Wea Islands—New York Herald.

Grievanes

All these years 1 have rememberesd &

night

When lslsnds ran black Into n sea of

olik, -

A bay anil an open roadstead set o

& shimmer Itke cool, white sllk

Under an August moon.

Trees 1iftad thomselves softly Into the

moonkight,

A vineg on the baloony glittersd with

a scattered brilllance,

The roofs of distant houses shone

solldly Hke loe

Wind pussed,

It touched mae.

The touch of the wind was cool, inf-

parsonsl;

The Angers of the wiod brushed my

fnce and left me.

1 remember that 1 ahivared,

And that the long, continttous sound

af the sea beneath tha cliff

Bermed the endions breathing of the
days | must 'live through alene.

| grieve for that night as for some-
thing wasted,

You are with me now, but that was
twanty Years ago,

And the future is shortened by many
duyy, '

I no longar fear tha length of them,

I dread the rwiftness of thelr de-

| parturs,

But they go-—go-—

With the thunderous rapldity of a
walerfall,

And searcely can we flnd o slow, dool
n'ght

To conslder purselves,

And the peacetul ghining of the moon

Along n sllken sea,

—Harpor's Magasine

A

flying scross the continent In a con-

¢
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“Here's another one of these—thess
‘confidential’ letters, Captain' The
"old man,” who had undergons the
rigors of Cuban, Philippine and Kur
paan | undaunted. upon
whose coat were rows of ribbons
reprasanting the highest military
honors the eceuntry oan bestow, fal-
tefed “1 can't give them out You
wil} have do It fof me It's loo
much for—for me.

The adjutant took the letter bor-
darsd tn red to denote ufgency. A
few minutes later another offiosr, &
llestenant eclonel of twenty years'
service, who rdmse from the ranks
after the Bpaniah-African war, per-
haps, n young West Polnler recentiy
graduatell, or apn overseas vetsran
woaring on hia right alsave the golid
stripes signitying wounds received in
battie, Ands himself separsted from
his chosen profession and facing the
pr of providing for himself and
his family In & compatitive world
with which he is probably utterly
unfamiliar.

To mibst Amerioans the man s
aniform Is a “soldier boy.” Be It &
Ngtional®Ouard regiment In summer
[ pmant, & group of youih at a
elvilian training camp or an old-line
organisation of the regular forces on
an overland hike, the men in the
ollve drad, soldlers and offlcers. are
connidéred soldler “boyn™

The newspaper ltem relating that
some 1.500 commissiohed officers from
among these “boya™ are to he ale-
charged from the army by the fArst
of the year Is passed over qulekly
by the reader. If he conalders the
giturtion at il he visualizes & hals
and hearty young man In his twen-
tien, deaply disappointed posaibly at
the sudden termination of & military
caresr, striking out for himself in
the business world. Temporary set-
backs he will mest, of course. But &
few yoars st tha most should ase him
assimilated in the clvil life of the
country, with \his disappointment
gradually overcome sa he forgea
ahead In his new line of endeavor.
He I a “boy” and, If of the right
calibre, can make his way with the
rest. And there the reader leta the
thought drop.

But the old colonel, & veteran of
‘thirty years knows better. The army
man for the nost part s & “boy" by
common titular gomsent only.

“The drill psriods are over. The ad-
Jutant walks hesitatingly to officera’
row. On the gr plot In front of
the quariers of the ofticer for whom
the ~envelop is destined ars playing
two tiny youngaters.

"What do you think of thess kids
of mine, oaptain? Bome rascals, eh?”
asks the major proudly. “Great {hlnn
to hava about the housel!"

“They murs are, major, they wsure
are” The adjutant’'s volce quivera.
The letter sn filled with moment for
thess tots birns his hand.

“I've gots=—a lotter hers for you,
major.”

“More reports, what? 1 guoess
there’ll be no movies for me &nd the
kiddles tonlght” ls the jecular re-
mark:

The communication fs  ynfolded,
“Under the requirements of the asct
of Congreas, approved June 30, 1834,
the President orders that you be dis-
charged from the service * * * you
will recelve one year's pay. * * *

No Mirth In His Tones.

The major smiles hitterly.” “Uhn!
Well, I kfid of expected yas—I
thought I'd probably be amohg thowse
~tired—eliminated, rather” Ha
laughs, but there is no mirth in ths
tones.’ Hia oyes an h¥ casts Lhem
upon the glesful children belio his ex-
preased oxpeciations of the coming
of the “confldential” letter.

In 1916 he was falrly well satab-
lished In business In.a mid-western
town. He conducisd & gurage. With
the outbreak of the World war he
entered the army. He may haves sean
service overscas, In Frange or Stherin
Or his war experiancé may have beew
galned on the Mekican border. The
call of the servioe lgot “in his b »
Whan Congress in 1819 snacted is-
Iation Incresaing the offiper personnsl
Be cast his lot with the colors.

The garage was sold. The protésds
ware soon eaten up lu the sxpsnscs
Ineldential €0 the constant moves from
glation to station during the after-

war re-orgenization of thé regular

TRAGEDY OF THE ARMY

Arrival of the Red-Bordered Letter That Means
Elimination of Another Officer.

gl

]
establishmont. For five S4%s ' the
nutomoblle business has Geed[' far
from his mind. His tenure In the
eervige wan to be limited only by the
offiolent performance of his duty, so
he had imagined.

Now, by thes firat of the coming
year, hs munst re-establish himself
somewhere with 32,000 or so a4 hls
working capital. Not In the old home
town, for explanations will nover
convinee the village gossips that h
was a viotim of cireumatances, tha
ha was not Inefficlent but mersly
slightly leps efficlent than the other
members of his adopted profession
who,did not receiva one of the "con-
Bdential* lotters.

Of the thirty other officers on tha |

post whosa children are racing aboul
the parade ground wsix are face te
taco with & similar “confidential"
tragedy,

Thers is ths chaplain, who ten
years ago wave up hla. church in
northern New York becauss le saw
a broader fleld for his efforta among
the moldier "boyn” And the dantal
officer, who attempting now to broak
into  his “game,” would be Immeas-
urably handicapped for years, as.
with u téw hundred dollars, hs strove
to-bulld up a practice,. There |s the
lieutenant, also, who twelve yeurs
ago as & gawky youth left the farm
to “join the army and see Lhe world"”
The drawback of & lack of education
he overeams by weary nighta of
study on duty in a lonely outpost fort
In Alaska. He galned the coveled
commisslon findlly. He la now wall
over thirty and Knows no other buai-
nes than that of snidlaring

General Pershing, In his «fMorts to
further the economicil administration
of the army, concaded that the regu-
{ar forces might dispense with §00
officers and atill “carry on" under
the provisions of the amended Na-
tiopal Defense act. which defined the
firet roa! military pollicy for defenss
which the country has avar snjoyed.
He rdvooated the retirement of older
men wnder provisioms which would
compensate them to mome extent for
thalr long service (n the Philippines,
and the wost during Ita wilder days
of frontier Indian posts and in the
war of 1888, fut Congress deter-
mined that some 1.500 must go, and
that this number should be sliminated
by the end of 1922

Five Minntes for Each Record,

o a board of five general officars
wis dplegated the onarous task of
rldding the service of the “least oftl-
clent.” Volunteeras for thim detal] bf
cutting short the ocareers of thelr
somrades In arma could not be foynd
in the entire army. It in said (hat
only the personal persuadion of the
commander-in-chigf of the wariime
army was of avall In organizsing the
“plucking” hgard. West Polnters and
non-military ui'dornr graduates,
overseas veterand and gensrals with
no forelgn sarvice durtng the Worlid
war and an officer who had worked
his way from ths ranks to & sllver
star were finally prevalled upon to
undertake the work.

The board » glven
15 to. mubmit final r
glves an average of five
conalder the record of
an average of five minut
whethar or not & man wh
sy, fifteen Years As an o
army and fought through
war will be allowed to
an officer or will be co
anter elvil Hte,” ona statl
discoverad. /

* Provislons for the asliml
unsultable regular argy officers have
gradually been roducing the commis-
sloned personnel since the war days
A few hundred may still remain an
the lineal list who &re unanle to
adapt themselves 1o the -new and
very broadsned wissibn of tha regu-
tar army, which makes (t & trainin
and instruction endre for the Nat
Guard and the rapldly growing O:
ghnlsed Reserve forces and cll.llnm‘
tralnlng campu f

Tha other thousand te be discharg-
od must comprise the officers who
are consldersd after u five-mimute ro-
view of thelr recordw As the st
afMiclont.”

Tha Army and Navy Jeurnal, pub-
liaked for and of, but ndt by. army
men, slates; “The force has recelved
e greatont blow In lta history to t?:

morale. No enmemy sver [uced, and
the ar army has faced all kinds
of enemles In many different parts
of the world during (s long smd
honorable carear, jever pucceaded In
striking sueh a 'hfw."

In &n effort to alleviate the dis-
appointment so far as possible the
war department has surrounded the
notifioations to the Indivifuals se-
lected for elimination with a well of
seersty! Hence, the “confildential”
lstters which pass through ea fow
bands as possibla. Te a casanl vial-
tor at an army poest the tragedy
which hag entersd the homes of one
out of every ssvem of the officars’
families 1s ly apparsnt.  Tha
blow i griffied at and borma.

. on_ the Trageiles. -

Rvery situation possess it hamor-
oun gldelighta. Bven the process of
elimination has its jeats. The dis-
trnoted war department
that the officers dlscharged
themsalvea to the National Guard er
tha Organiged Reserves o thai the
country will not lose the benefits of
thelr troining and experienca” It
s hoped that the major who, within
the next month or so, with his wife
and two youngwters, will lssws the
army post and with ths munificent
year's pay attempt to piek up the lost
traces of civil 11fe will gbligate him-
#8if Lo be called out upoh a moment's
notice to agaln defend his countrys
integrity against interlor or emterior
foes. More facetious thAn the hepe
in the fact that In many cases, prob-
ably the majority, - the sliminated
majors, the captaine and the lleuten-
anis willl comply with the request
For Ifibred In the heart of the mill-
tary mat'ls his undbounded patriot-
lsm, be what they may ths rewards
he gaine from his devetlon,

4till another comedy sideline In the
malodrama (s the fact that the appro-
priation met permits of the imme-
diste axamination of casdidates for
second Heutenancies te Gl up the
ranks deplated by tha departure of
the dlschirged veterans of-the World
war, At the ssme hour that the de-
partment of justiee announces the un-
doubted discovery of & “radlosl plot
to form cofimunist groups  fa the
army and navy" officers with the
most priceless of all military exper-
lence, that wained on the flald of bat-
tle, are discharged, thelr plnces to
bg takes by youths, enthusiastic
umough, but of doubtful valge to the
goveranfent until they wshall have
completed the coursa at ens of the

» service achools

Of courss, Congrass is haaring from
home, Despite the amirks of the
village tattlar, the town folks do net
understand why the major wh
& promotion on the muchly adver-
tised Flanders Flald should be
thrust unceremoniously forth Inte
olvll life. The army man as an in-
dividual may have but little politi-
cal Influenca, But he In rather a
town {dol In the place of his birth.
His sohool chumae of younger days,
hin parents’ friends and his Crater-
nity brothers will want to “khow
why." The constant discouragemants
which have been met durlng the aft-
orwar reaction agsinst &ll . things
military may huve almost extinguish.
ed hin fighting mpirit. But thowss
who bhelleve In him ars taking up
the fight on his half. They ap-
preclate the tragedy, perhaps morse
than doas the officer [n his bewlldered
hopelepsness

Thers may be the usual unfounded
complaints from the floor “of the

heuse that “only ofticars feom alell .

lite are belng ellminated; that dis.
orimination Is being made In favor uf
tha West Pointer.” These utterapces
will p&uclr or ignorantly fail to
take Into connlderation the faot that
but 16 per cent. of the regular Army
officeras of todmy are from the mill-
tary acadsmy, and that lhe prepor-
tlon of the Went Polntars to ba dls-
charged will be Just about 15 per
cent. of the total numben

. The adjutant whose army duty It Ia
1o delivey the ““confdentidl” lettars
knows thal no favorithvm Is belng
afjown, Theelighout ths army there |s
the urmopt: confdence In ths falr.
ness and impartiality of the bhard
of general affloars whose task It (s
to reducs Ahe comminsionsd person-
nel.

The lagislation may be modified 1o
nome extent befors the major hita
the trall In elvil Mfe. Hip arders
tor discharge may even be roweked
But that traglc moment whan he
unfolded the “confidential" com-
munication wil ever be msared  In
hin mlad. AWere ha not an Amarloan
noldlet ®hoy" his falth in the grato-
fulpess and “Justice of the rapobile
mglht, bo lrreparably’ shadowed.—An
Adjutant In New York Times.




