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Saturday lait, in the Houle of Re~.
prefeatatives of the U, Siates,
Mr. HARPER
de the follewing Report frem the
ommitte¢ of Ways and Means, on
s fthe fubjet of ferther Revenue ;
hich was commitied to a Com-
mitiee of the whele Houfe.
ne Committee of Ways and Means
having, in a fermer Report, wherein
they recommeaded a loan of three
millions and an half fer the fervice
of ihe prefeat year, adverted ta'the

the debt 1o be incurred, and to the
gradual and timely exdnguifhment

gain to chat importent fubje® ; on

REPORT : :
LThe firt point which prefented it

If tor the eenfideration of the com~
mittes, in examining this fubject, was,

I* the amount to whieh it would be i

. roper te eftablith additional revenue
‘tthistime, This mult depend on
ke prefent and futnre increafe of
manent expenditure,” compared

ith che probable ameunt of perma_

ent revenue, frem exilting taxes,

When Congrefs, inthe year1798,

as compelled, by the continved ag,

reffions of a fereign power, ta com..
ence altive and extenfive prepara-
ons for defence, by fea and land,

e ordinary expenditure of the go.

he Public debt, the payment on ac,
unt of the principal, and an ade-
uste allowance for sccafienal gramts
od incidewral expenfes, was fome~
hing lefs than feven millions of dol-
ara, Noincreafe of any conlequence
as been made in this expouditure,
ince that time ; except What was oc™
afioned by the interelt of the debr,
bich the meafures neceflary for the

grefs to contract. As this debt a-
mwounts to five millions, at wighe per
cent. the increafe on that sccount is
400,000 dollars.

The continuation of thofc mealures

- : :
for fome timg longer, kavine render.

ed it aeccllary, 10 the epinion of the
Houfe, to contra® a furcher debt of
three milliens and a half, for the pre-
fent year, that meafore if ohiimaiely
vdopted, and carried into effed® on the
same terme with the former, whizh
|nay perbhaps be found unavoidable,
'will induce a further increafe of
280,000 dollars, in the ordinary expen.
ditore of the government ; making in
the whele an increafe of 680,090 4ol
Jars for the interaft of new loans,

Itis known that at the baginning of
Nexc year, 2 lurther addition of abous
1,200,000 dollars muft be made to the
ordipary expenditare for she furereit
and extinguifhing snnuity of the de_
ferred debt ; and thatin 1802, the pay-
ments on the foreign debt will be lar.
ger by eue million, than in the pre,
fent year. In 1803 wnd 1804, thoic
paynients will be increafed to two mil
lions beyond thelr prefent amonnt |
but after that perind they will gradu
ally diminifh ; and in 1809 they will
finally ceafe, by the exunguithment
of the debt.

The committee, liowever, though
they have thospht it uleful 1o ew end
their view 10 thit more remote ing
creafe of expendirure, are of opinion,
that it is wet neceflary for Congrels o
make provifion mow on that fubject,
No part of this increale will rake place
till two years hence ; and before that
:rhd arrives, Congrels will have a

tter*view of the politiesl suo fnan.
cial fiioation of the country than at

refent, and will be better able e
n"ll' refpedting the menos of meer,

tainty of this further jucreale proves
the necellicy of providing s far as ean

| be conveniently dene, for that which caufes,

has -Irudg. taken place or mult fuon
happen | fo that the burden way be
divided botween different periods, and
at little
dove hetenfier,

Neither do the commirtee think it
pecallary 1o reake previfien, durin
the prefent fefllion, for the deferre

dabe,
umr(-h now far mere sncertain
than, in sll probabilivg,

b

the next mesting of €
it change for the bettery a0 there s

ow 10 be made, togeher whh in-
ere ;.‘k:“" we may renfonably
expe it our prefent fyftem, mo

he with fome f-IZlI aide, hz
defraying thie addicionsl expence, If,
on the comtrary, our fitustion fonld
remain the fame, ’iﬂ we (hall have

more experience than wo now peffel, |

of the speratien of abr profent fytlem
and of the effedt of tt:'w 2. oue
commeres and our revenve. The pro.

It is enly. forthe intereft of the

| propriety of previding perminent mities wau'd prapofe to make provi-
| revenues, equal to lhﬁ intereR of fion duriug cle prafent feflion of Cou-

| fhort & perfod of every new engage-

ernment, inclading the intevelt of |

-~
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our fyiters will then be complered, or and very nearly equals thatof 1798. |

in & much more advanced ftate thaa .
st prefeqt.” We (hall,  confequ ‘ncly,
be then in a better fituation, than we
now are, for judging whether a fiirs
ther sugmentation will be neecflary,
to what extent it maft be carvied, and
how it may beft be made.

loans of the prefent and lalt years,
therefore, and for's fum equal to the
reimburfement of the principsl, with.
in 8 conveuient time, that the cow

grefs. . ;
That intereft, at the highe®t calcu.

of the principal, mow beg le#ve o lation, will amount ro 580,000 dollars. stuk_i be expe
exll tbe actention of the Howfe #= Itis kinown than sn extinguifhing un. this time, 1
or a finking fund, equal to two i
whick they fubmit the following :per cent. on the principal of s debr, ~making the
o owill, if Readily applied, extinguifla it |

nuity,

!“iu about twenty.four years, This is
lhelplan lieretotore adepsed by Cou
grefs, for the extinguithment of the |
| 4% per cent. tock ; and the commitice
fonceive thatit may fafely be adhered
to, imall arrangements for a fimlar
purpafe ; it appesring ¢ertain, thar
while adequate provifion is made, for
the puncétusl difcharge, within fu

ment, there can be but littlerealon ro |
apprehend : dangerons or inconvei
ent aceemulation of debt.

This annuity of two percent. on
the loans of the laft and prefent years,
agmitting the latter te be fixed at
3,500,000 dollars, will ameunt to
170,000 dollars,-and, added to the a
mount of interelt, will praduce an .f
gregate expenditure of 850,000 dol.
lars anaually, for 24 years.. As this
annuity, however by the terms of the

efence of the country, forced Con,_!

former loan, which are likely to be
tound necetlary is: the prefent alfo,
cannot, untl the'end of ten yuars, be
applied to the difcharge of this parri,
calar debt, it moft be employed,
fhsuld Congrets think fit to raife it,
in the purchafe of the public debr 1n
peneral, by wav of a finking fand.
The comanttee are of opinion, thar
every confideration of found pokicy,
and the belt eftablifhed principles ot
financial economy, arein favour of
raifing it.

At the period above referred to,
the tummer of 179%, the government
pollefled a révenue of fomething more
than eight millions of dollars, derived
from the dutieson importsand ton.

1.

 ferent fche wes of taxarion ; the com

2’.hen tho dlﬂ*l'-l'.k on Crrialn arte

o lefe 2% oF it oyl a varraay of other
articles, in 1he mavees Ro'd 1w piie
paper B referred o tnghe e letter.

commitiee, that be expects (rom theis
three mealures, fhonld they be adopr-
ed, an sdiion 1o

e ——
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]
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As the average. product

-

fion of this truffic; may lay what price
# the we pleafe on the goods re-exporied 3 -

This eventhowever though highly "d,ties on wines, zppears 'y the and of courte, may compel the cor-—

probable, sé & feems to them, be 2‘ the ftatement (Nu. 111.) 16 Se up={lumers to repay to us.the 1ax laid on

An ad-thole goods nhere, by the refufal of
dition of 20 ,or cent. on tWe s-patt of the dravback. Thau the
moun? of the Pu[‘em duty, would fame reafoning will apyly’in a preat

This degree, to the fupply of Eur pe
it is conceived, might with fogar, o flee, and orher Ea
ba fafely made in the manner pw-and Weft.luda onmadivies; be. -
pofed by the {ecretary of the trea- eaule France, Hollaed and Spain

ftill wncertain : and the revenve, in
ifg préfent @mebeing onegoal 1o the
increafed feale of expenditure, refult-
ing from the imtereit of this and the
1aft year's loans, and toa reatonable
previfion for the deﬂdemiu,.an.d for
the extinguifiment of the principal’;
the commities coneeive it proper, and
even indifpenfible, to provide, at pre
fent, for the additionsl fum of dellars
850,000 at lealt ; wove, they think,
will pot now be neceflary.

Having colie to this cmltduﬁnn, as
to the amay# of the fam which it
ient to prdvide for a(
Wexe turned (o far -
‘ways gnd weans o

.I‘Oﬂt ' Y e

A the ofticisl frusrion of the fecre-
tary of the igpalury, gives him n_mn-‘
exa®t and exrenfive jularmaric on
the fubja@ of vevenus, than any other
perfon can be fappofed topefle 5 ; and
enables him o torwi the molt correét
epinions refpedting the prebable ope-
rarion snd comparaiive meries of dit»

tentionito. the

wr Al e s

miittee thooght itproper, to addrefs
their inqni ies, in the firlk initance, ve
him, and tawait for the refult of hiy
deliberationg before they thould de,
cide, For this parpeie was writfen
ke letter, of which a eopy (No. 1.)
is fubjoined to this report. s

lo bisanfwer, which topether wira
vhe (trrymenrs therein refarred 10
(No.a ) is aifo Reraunto annexed, N
lacretury propoics ts angment the du-
ties ou feverul Kinds ol wine.«to rmie
thofe ariicles which now payv @ duly
of 10 per cemtum ad valorem, 012
I-2 percent and to make a new ar,
rapgement relpecting drawbacks on
goods vegxported, the effects of
which vonid he, to impole a 1ax ot
from_alou: filteen 1o abou: righieen
pei ceiuay of (heir whole minounr, on
drawbrks now aliowed. — Ty et 201
wouid s¢ prodused, by reluling alio-

cles, whizh are ennmerared inthe p
per C. wgompanying the fecreraty's
letterey by wnblolding a yreater

The facrcouy Wae luformed e

ne revenne ot

page, thetax on dowellic diftilled

pivits and Aills, on recadlers’ Licenfes, | bout dollars 920,000 antiuaily. Ry

wards of doltars §00,000.

prodyce dollars, 120,000.

aldition
fury.

are ver

per centum on the value of the ar.

rem, of which  the 10 per cent.
conititute a great proportion, pro.

1792, except a few, which were
raifed from 10 10°12 £-2 per cent.
in 1797 : and they produced their

of 1708, the nett product of thofc
duties rofe from doilars, 2,319,817
to 717,057 ; as @ppears by 3
Ratement (No. TV.) which s fub-
joinet 1o this repest, The insreafe,
indeced, mufl. probably have  bee:.
greater, as the reiurns for the -fafl
mentioned year, 1798, are very
incomplete ; two quarters being
wanting from  Philadelphia, as
many trom Charleiton, and four
trom Savauna ; which deficiencies
will, probabiy, be found 10 have
produced a grefter deduction frown
the product in 1798, than can kave
been meartfor, by the addit onaldu
veshidia 177, Thisprogreflivein.
creale, novwithitaning the inner
mediate fiue wation, appears to the
comm tee 10 prove i, fatisfacro.
tily, that the imperration ol wear-
ticles 1 quettion, 18 not injurioufly
affecred by the grefent duty 5 which
inay, theietore, be faiely augment.
ed 10 the amouit prupul'cd,

Thire 18 avoher eonliseraion on
this bead, which 14 corcrived to be

he Lias pot tared what partof this s
diion he expelis from euck meniur
feparately, The we itk Lo propn
fes to wake nespernal, | be bird, ihe
me on drawbacks, he would vor tiue |

on refloed fugar, om carriages, nnd on
fales at swction, the poftage of letters,
dividends of bank ftack helonging 1o
the Uniied S:ates, and fome other lefs
confiderable branches ot revenve, A

Jog the exigency. But yet, the cor~ |

roﬁbll may be lefs 1o be
ter
The political fitontion of the

reafon to hope, (he sugmentmions

the ordinary expendiiure, at tha
time, wap lefs than teven millions,
there was a balauce o! a willion aud
upwords in favoor ol the teaihry,
Had she revenune continued equally
productive in the fubfeqeent year,
1799, there woold have been no need
of turther pravifion at this time , finee
the above mentioned halnce woale
have been mnre than F.Mcient, ta en
ver the'increale of permanen v -
diture, Bot that was pot 1he enfe,
I'be duties on impoiis snd tonithge, |
which in 1793, produced dullure
7.405,4%0, fell In 1799, to dollars
5,417,286, a diminution of very i ear.
'y one vullion ; and althoogn the
flamp duties, and perham the other
branclies of internsl revenue, were
more produ@ive jo thet year than in
the former, yet that increale, amoone
{ing to only dolls, 200,000, was tar
3 L0 fufficient to connrer Lalance the
diraimwiion in the iwports and ton-

Inege.
It i not, hawever, 'a be apprehend.

(ed, in the opinion of the committee,

|that the diminstion in queltion will
i e permanent, On the conirary, they
[fuppole it 10 have relulted liom two
of a tamporary nature ; firlt,
'the exienlive depredations on  onr
ermmeree which teok place in 1796,
I 1797 snd 1999, elpeainlly the two rur.
mer ; the full et whereof was not
felt in the revenne, 1ill 179y ; beeaule
it was in lh:;{nr. that the duties on
"the imports of 1798 secanie payabie,
(nod fecondly, the great re exporiatic
{.ﬂ of foreign commo lities in 1799,
which ameunted ta dolls, 45,253,914,

it will be 8t gueeeding by dollars 13,000,000, thole that the duties on wines hn’c.
« Bhould  of any fermer year ; and which deew therio, been iujudiciuuﬂy laid ; fo

from the trealury very great fumas in
drawbacke. As this branch o1 tue !
revenne o battomed on 1he con lump-
viow of the conntry, which notwith.
Maading oceafional Audantions, has a
conftant progrellive increafe, with the
Increnls of populacion sod wesliy, the
committes conceive, that it may be e
pected foon 1o regain it former level,
and gradmnlly to sugwent, In prosf
of which they remark, that the Rt
quarier of 1he prefent revenoe vesr,
the retarns of which are before the

Lpeut 10 be a very pooper object al re=

no longer thay during the Locient
war in Emoye, )
When thes proceeded to “he exandi |

fienlty a8 to that pare of ic whicn re |
lates (o the apnamentation of duties,
Wines indeed, are now bighly taxe
ed, bat heliig ame ¢y, whi =
& confumed 1ala!ly Uy peaple m efido-
ent of caly crdumila e, they ap,

venue : nml it is not apprenended that
awodersts incri vte of the duty would
dipinifle the confon: ption, or codan,
per imuggling, Tois realoning, asiae
commitier conteive, will be on Bruv
vd by a Natement of the amount of
Auit s ot wines, which moannexed 19
this repors, (\.- 1 =nd troim which
it apvears tha from "4 10 1797, in.
clufive, the nett product ol thete du-
ties has ircrealed trom dolly 457 18
re doulin. 524,015, aliheugh no addin.
onal duty hus been Jala durg the
periodl. Tha vetoens Hor 1968 wre tor
mcomplete to he taken inio the ¢elen
lution, During the arrer part of (hat
period indeed, there has bean a fall
i thes prododt, os imithat of weany o
ther branches of the revenue ; but o
appears from the sverspe that this
fall is more than tounier_balanced,
by the rife in the former part—snd
the commitice enneeive, that fuch
Hutuaiions, srifing from accidenial
and tras fient caules are slways 1o be
expediad—and thar the sveinge of a
pamber of yesrs, o slone sflord &
fole eriterion, wherehy to judge on

of yre t we'ght, Thele arides ace
A rm ored rom diftant plices o
penera fre pit, and i fups of greas
catar 3 waich eroonltinces fo much
vooeiy the thithcu y ind hazaid of
Suapplngy as (o ieare bittle dangper

Lot eing attempted uoder the ope.
nation of this plap, they foned node (-

dutn g that the ¢
a tion wil bear, They arey more.
over mn the fame i vatien with many
other articies, luch as mullias, mullin.
ets and coloured o tns, which now
pey tue propoled duty of 12 12 pel
s,

T he average nets prodult of the

y 1O0 OV 3N,

advalorom duiies, from 1704 10 1798
inclufive, a pericd of hve years, be |!
3,081,173, as appears

wy dotlars
trom he e eier t sbuve mentiened ;

prraens be furpoled to corilitote

apppeared hiable 10 more doubt,

tatien, covhifle in con modities, eniel

trora the Ealt and Welt<Indies,
stterwards carry to Eurcpe, for 1

Germeny ; sud in Ealt-India »
the people of the Well. lndies, »

merce of France, Holland and Spai

fubjedis of this kind,
’- is, moreover, 1o be oblerved,

bi.

a1 to praduce a Ifyong templation,
to_enter high priced wines which
pay o very high duety, under the
names of ihnf. of a low price,
shereon the duty is comparatively
low. There in reafon to believe,
a1 the committee are informed by
the fecretary of the treafury, that
much lofs 10 the revenue hoas alresdy
been experienced, trom this canle,
The plan contained in his new
tariff (fee paper B.) propofes 1o re.

parstery arrangesieats, n_eum:,ln houle, excreds in prodect the et move this caule, Ly & different ad

war, and that of Sweden and

being 2t war with France,

As to the articles paying a duy
of 10 per cent. o yalorem, whth compeii-ors for the direct fupply of
mumerous, and of gratl

alue, including all w.oolcﬂ-gndg.l;indiré& fupply, 'hroagh the porrg
white cortons and nankeent, with oi Germany and Portugal, efpecial.
other articles of lefs ie ‘driaice,jiy the former, whicn are Yy far the
the committee are of opivion " Fih'mc} confiderable, we can  furnifh

Llhl ﬁ_:crcg_'a_ry ‘of the uufury“. ihl_!“;t on betjer terms than tht, : becauvie
an additional duty of twosund a half

ticle, may fafely be laid on them.

The prefent duties on all articles
paying a ate per centum ad valo-

bably twon' thirds, wecre fixed in

full erfcct in 1793 : from  the end
of which latier year, until the end

(Ve 1V.) wivllows, that [f the 1o

tenth rds of the whole maly w hich i
‘P!Uh’ﬂ:lr ine cule, the addn onal 12 v here ':
1=2 peoents propoled to be lad on
taem, wen'd pre duce dollae,6¢0 000.
As 10 the thid propeliton of the
fecretory, the tax en drawhacks, iv

Infvpocrter the plan, it wat urged
that the great nnfs of owr re“expor.
«l
ly luger snd gollce, which we bring,
and
he,
contumptic n of Frauce, Holland 'n::l

China poods, wherewith we fupply
of South Americs. That the com- | ooligh

lb:iﬂg four againft. cthe Eﬂﬂli{}l‘,_, by
the war, they cannot become our
Thar

thoiz countries. as to, the

they are excluded from- many of the
coun'ries where. the fommodities
wre preduced, and beckule their trade
with the north of Germ.my, is ex*
pofed to great danger and interrup.
ion from the French and Duich
[privateers, And finilly, that the
Englith are the lefs able to enterine
o a competition which we ought to
iread, inasmuch as the monopoly
f their Ealt-Iudia trade by a par. -
ncular ¢.mpany, prevents individaal
enterprze and ingenuity from buing

veft terms ;  aud as the Eoghth goe
reramart nfelf has laid a duty oa
exporis, duricg the war, equal “to
thiat propafed by the plan under cune
fileration ; o thar her werchants
and ours being on an eqnal foonmg,
in that refpe, they could not under
bid us, iu the tforeign ~markets to
which both refor:.

From hence it was concluded,
that while the war in Europe, and
Me-prelene ftate of things refulting
trom it, fhall continue, anda 1ax
on drawbacks fuch as that propofed,
would be a2 tax,” not en our own
commerce or our own merchants,
but on foreign nations ; whe being"
confumers ot the re-exported com-
moaities, wherein the 1ax would
fall in the firk inflalice, wnd bein
compelled, during the war at leat
vo purchafle thofe commodities from
1s alene, would be under the ne-
seflity of repaying to us the tax,
in addition te the price which we
thould otherwife demand,

To this it was anfwered, that
the whole argument refls on the
{fuppofition, of our being able 1o
.Hl.& two things, both of which
are of a very uncertain narure,
namrely 1o monopolise the bufinefs
of fupplying the courtries in quef-
ition, with Eait and Well. India
and Chiha commedities ; and to
wompel thofe commodities te touch
ihrlt at our own ports, before they
are carticd 1o the places where they
jare confumed ; it being clear that
ri, by raifing the price of the com-
lmodities, we fhould raife vp com-
petitors who would wunder bid ve

in the foreign markers ; or fhould
by taxing them on their arrival in
our own ports, render it the in-
terefl ot our merchants, to carry
WWhem dire@ly from the places of
their produélion, to the places
hey are to be confumed,
without landing them in this coun-
itry ; wefhould, in either cafe lofe
the duty ; in the firft by rnining
altogether the trade whereon it mu
‘depend ; and in the fecond, by
turning the trade away hom ouf
own poits, where alone the duty
can be colle@ed,

Whether we could be able te
monepolize the bufinefs in queflion,
10 fuch awextent, as 1o haveit in
sur power to lav our ows price on
the commodities which cempaele it,
was [aid 1o be very wuncertain, for
various reafons, "itﬂ, becaule the
ffels very far the greater
part of thofe places, in the EaR

being sonihilated by the eveots of the gnd Welt-Indies, where the valuas

: - ble commedities corfumed in Ev-~
ok very inconfiderible, the carry. 'y

ing trade may be copfidercd s almofl
exclufivaly pellelied by the Englth
sod curlelver. That the Eoghts, of Deamark snd Sweden,

0 0d whence they would find their way
Hollend, ard thereby excloded from jnio Hellasd and France, Seconds
the perts of thole nations in Evrope,
Afis and America, cannot enter intollaid in Enghard may eslily ba o
3 competition with us, in the bulinefilvaided by her merchan by means
of tupplyng their pulle lions, elpe lof .1L foreign
cally 1hole in 8 America snd the
Well: Lidies, with Esft India andlut home, and the Cangers of priva.
China goods § snd thet we, sonle.

pe are produced, and their mer-
chants ¢an carry them dire@ly from
thence 10 the ports of Germany or

ly, becaufe the dury on axperts

cing direftly vo
arkets, inflead of BrA touching

eers s greatly letiened, by the

wertly, baving theexclulivg poflef. convey which e gives 1o her trade,

=

encit:d in corgying it vn, vpon the
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