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 BOSTON, D_cc;:m!?_gr 25.
TELEGRAPH.

We undertand that a Mr. Grout has | { | :
obtained-a patent tor the exclufive ere 2i-{<° entered the harrour amidit a very hea

un of Telegraphs in this counfry : that

- he is now in town, and propofes to make

few experiments, to demonftrate the
;nudn.:fs [(J)t’ his fyftem, by figna taffs,
&%-. to be raifed on Fort Independence
and Fort.hill, and that he has turther in
yiew the eretion of a telegraphic line of
communication berween Botton a_m!
Martha's Vine-yard, if there are no_in-
furmonntable natural impediments 5 and
at lealt, fo far in that direltion as will
‘reatly facilitate the receipt of ncws from
A€NCe. i
S December 26
NAVAL AFFAIRS.
Orders, we learn, have been {Tued
from" the Navy-Office'to fufpend the -
guipment of our national fhips for the

prefent.

From the GAZETTE of the UNITED

STATES.
S -}!H;L;-uaunu, Bee.19.
Mr., WaynNe,
SIR,

“That the puoblic mind may not be mill=d
"y the different flacements whichhave beer
p‘uhh{heal refpecting the capure of Curra-
-0n, | requeit you to inferr, in your paper
he copy ot a demail, which I t-anfimuted

o ihefrcretary of the navy, on oy arrival

at thng place,

I have fince received letters from Carra.
cen, which enable -me to itute, that the
fpecie Which was derained by caprain
Watkins, has teéen rrttored to theAme-
rican conful, by order of Liord H, Se)-
mour, b Ly

ANl Ameriean weflels that werein the
harbour of Corracea presious ta the capi
walacion, have lieen cempelled 10 pay @
falvags to the B itith, S

' I am S,

Your obediens fercant,
“W.D ROBINMOM,

L[€C O P Y.]

On the sth Scp ember the Freneh force
at Cartocoa commenced o ffenfive ndts «
gainft te Dutehy and particu'asly intimg
ted 1heir defigus {ny a mimieito) again
American perfaos and propecy — Qoo
6th, the A neriean conful requelt «d me .
go to St, Kins, with a view 1o precor
fome afftance oo the United S eslb

wn that ftation, On the rgh 1 2irive) &

St. Kitts, andd foundthere the frigate [ol

Adami, and ﬂmp% of war Merrimack a

Patapfeo—To capt, Crofs cf the John A
dams I prefenicd my papers, and explain.

ed (he dalure of my errandy, urging hi
immediately to go down to Corracoa ; he
joined me in opinion, as ro che neceffic:
and hogularity of the cale, but exprefle

a delicacy at leaving his ttation at tha

tive ; however, he (heerfully gave he
confent for the Lnmedid e depiriore of thie

1wo alofemeniioned floaps ot war, Acco-d

ingly caprains B own and Geddes, (winl
prompiiule that evinced their Zeal tor the
fcrﬂ(;;) alnqurel fllr fl"-l, allli f:li‘hl lhr
cniwng day, ©Onrhe 221 inlfan. we ap
sared oft the harbanr ot Currican, wiiere
we dilcorerel a Boaulh thgame lying e
windwaid of the port ; fhe feut Ver boar
oo board the Merrinack, by which we
Jearnt, that the ifland had capitolated on
tie ro honftant, 1o Frelerick Wakins, efq,
conmander o the trigate Nereid, au,
that the American conful with his tamily
was intaid frigate;
on board the Nereid and had fome conver.
fation with the commander an!l oar con-
ful relatinz to the caprrularion, &c — Al.
ter which | went on fhore, waited on the
pavernor, and other offizers, and Hlate
the arrival ot the two floops of war, whofe
objedt was 1o protedt the A nerican per-
fous and property, The poverpor repl.
ed, that no effective relief conld be afford.
el anl=fone of the floops of war cime
into the harbour, All- the offi:ers bath
civil and anlitary havieg declared that the
falvation of tie ifland depended on the
American fhips ufting oftenfively. | gave
it 2% my opinion, that the Am-rican comn-
man lgis were not anthorized by their in.
flrudlions to attack the French in the pofi-
tion they them held. The poverser and
othes fail, that anlefs fomething decifive
wis done the inhabitin's in the garrifon

as well as the Aunericans, would ‘all bel

facrificed,  Tnac wigie I Rail on fMhore
with a view to alcertam the adtaal Groay-
on of things, an | oblerved thar a onliler.
able nynher of American cinizens had v

luteeced their lervices i the tatts, and

were nlaced at the principal hat evies, Frou
wirace they could not reicens (of coorte)

woull have hecn ferioufly froated, hnd he
French takenthe dlacehy ttorm, Upnder thele
coqfilerctions 1 advifed Mr, Philips w re.
commend one of the fhips e be fent inter

she hiwrbous ; he coincided in my opinion,
and | went on board the Merrimack, cap.
tain Brown, and after lating the urgercy
aud pecullarity of the circumflances, e

i the French (who were fheliered be-

"I we were within hal! yan fhor of the enes

Jconfilently reported and belicved, that

Fymmediately —wer
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relolved 10 lend 20 marifies from his own |
fhip, and to difpacch the Patapfco on the
dertaking, On'the 23th ink. the Parapl-

vy fire from the Frénch baneries, which |
ronfiled of § or 6~g4 pounders. Afier
fhenad eptered'the harbour the mufquetry

hind the walls, anil in the hovfes an fhore) |
hecame very warnrand inceflant; bur by
rhe fpirit with which the Patapico kept'up |
‘he fire for ab®ut two hours, tomp]e'cly'
{ileaced the enemy, As | was a pallenger
on board, and had an opportuniry of ob-
{erving the conduct of (he officer nnfi
crew of the Patapfco, it affords me peculi-
ar pleafure to {taie their enthufiaim and
pool cnta 1'tYon this occafion—angd 'when
ids coplidered thar for near three hours

my; who kep. up a cositinual difcharie of
mufgietry, 1t is as {ingular as fortunate,
that ouly twoperlons were wounde:!, On
the 24'n inftaut, captain Geddes fent 50|
men on Move, whith topether with 20
trom the Merrimack, were under the:
command ot tne lieutenint of marines
trom the Pataplen ; they were ftationed at |
» polt on one wing of the hatteries,
i cafz of an artack on tire town, would"
have been thie firlt object ofafbwle, b was,

tse French intended 1o make an allauvlt
thar night, but ‘while this event was X,
peéted, the Frepch caump  was evac.unfc_di_
Rand rakimg-advastape of the darknefls o
he night,; they precipi arely embarked Le-
ween 8 and 11 o'clack; coi their cables and
wade aw.v, On the moning ot the 25th
‘the M rrimack f(tood clofe in wih the
tand, and bad the morification ro fi.d the
place and which the French vellels ocea.
gted the Jday preceding entirely evacuated
rfie Briviflr Seinate~difcovering. this to-be
he cafe, immediatelv ‘made preparations
for ente 1 ¢ it e narbor, aid accordingly 2,
wut 11 o' lock the 25:h mhA. eame nto
he port, and took potl: ffion ot the place
i the nume of Mg Brravuic niajelly,
From this reprefenia icn igis ol vious,
*wat the Brisifh frigare Nereil reu‘;crcd 10
+Fect ve ufliLance 1o the inliabitants ol
Surracoa, as the commanter ot ber did
ot think proper to senivre the fhip
ransh the fi ¢ of the French batieri's
o oen e ing thie hortoar, nor did-he deem
i prule t.0 a tack the French privat-ers,
honeh hes lay i fuch a p hoon as rone
“r e« the enrerprife. praflicxtle-and  ea-
jelin it i prefmned be id nor with o
nany rifk vl e recerved areintorces
centdrom: jamaca, and merely kept erur.
g ! the port in view of the F ench
~unp and vellels, The fripate had only
ionded fix or feven wen and was holding
sty commun-earion with the Duich gas
vermor, wiich the French from thest fjn.
ion abterved, confeqrenty loft no time
noprevarvicg for the atlnle of the towp,
vhich they coatinued bomburding wunti)
he Americar floops of warappeired off
he harbour, aad on that morriug had
ictually advanced with a principal parr|
of their force wiuhin a few hundred yards|
f themain fortificarion, with an intention
o rake it by aliulc, but feeing the wwo

i
v .

¢k velsels, & thirnone of them were per-
mitted to load with sny produce, On ‘an
explan:” .00 being demanded of Watkins, he
fsid;, that he found itnecefsary to detain the
seftels until the reinforcement arrived from
Tamaica, & vutil a proper court of admiraley
wes eftablifhed at Curracoa, b after thewr
bufinels was inveftigared, they fhonld be
fuffered to depart, and in tuture allowed

the fame indulgéncies, as with other of his}-

Britannic  majefts’s iflinds in the Well=
Indies,- Thus were the American floops
of war obliged to retuen to St. Kitrs, with
ont Knowing the illue Caprain Warking
has granted comwnflion to § or 6 fnall
velsels 1o cruize in the vicinage ot Cur,
racoa, and capture all American vefsels no
matter where tbund, or of what their car-
poes confit, and the Merrimack and Pa,
1apfeo had the mortification to fee two or
three velse's captured & fent in, without
having it in their power confiflent with ther
prefent inftrullions, te interfere.

The capture of the fchr, George, owned
by Mr, William Pauerfon of Baltimore, s
atiended wiih fuch extraordinary circumftances
as [ prefume; will meiit ferious atention,—
She fiiled from Baltimore, cleared out and,

which, |dellined for Curracqa, arrived there fafs, but

ifal ing @ little to0 the leeward of the harbor
anchored in one otithe bays ¢ caprain Warkins.
hearing (hat fhe was at anchor, {ent down an
officer an? fome 'men, took poffellion of her
and brought her it pert—=ihe day .enfuing
an Englifh enfign and pendant was hoilled
on board of her—ihe - fupercargo and captai

of [aid fchooner wasted on fard Watkins and
demanded his reafons for hoifting Engifh o

lours on board the George. He replied with
a great deal of hautcur, thathe had good rea.
font for {o domng, but he did not with o be
buthered by thent, and if they bad any (hin.
io do or iay, on the Lufinefs it. mult be done
inrough their conful 3 accordingly Mr. Phiis
Aips, accompanied by captains Biown &Ged-
des, warted on him, & afked his realons for tak-
poll:ihon of the George, without any invel

teation or trial whatever—he replied, fhe
was a *¢ damned fine {chooner,” .dnd he mull
fhavs her to tend fome difpatches to England
—as to the.cargo, he would  fend it1o Ja-
maica for trial, where he zhd no doubt 1t
would be condemned, as he had found cod-
iraband, drticles on board ?* he was regqueft-
ed 1o name the articles he called cumra?und,
and ke produced three bales, marked W, P,
No. §2, 6o, and 6z, tvo of which were ac

waily an inferiorfpecies of afnaburgs and
the o her ticklenburgs—Nr, Phillipsexprefl-
ed. his furprife a- the articles being deemcd
contraband, and remonlirated with captain
Waikias, butto nocfett 5 the only fasisfac-

as he pleafed, and if he - did wrong he muft be
anfwerable for it, but that the fervice required
the fending of the fchooner wuh difpaiches
0 England.—Capra'n Geddes and Mr. Phil-
hps ook famples of the articles in queftion,
whict® 1 -hate brought with me, Other vef-
fels have been recently fent in, whofe fate is
uncer-ain ; -every bale of goods s torn open
an.l ranI'at'L'rd, and [hould there unforiunae-
ly be any German lioens on-board whole rex-
tur= 13 fufhciently firong to make brat faile,
the vellel and cargo will be condemned.—1t is

doops of war,they were disrbneerre | and I
etreared tocheir camp, What followed |
aitil "their evhcuation hat been previoufl

iated—Ir therelore appears, that had nor

e American M ps arvived at Curracoa on

e 221 inlt, theflind would 1o a tﬂlm-l-!
[ v have been 1aken by.the French, and of |
cwmrfe the capitul viiow wonld kave been a!
wllity,  The Patapfco’ and Mernimack
1ive theretore refcued the sflved from a'
‘erions - dilervma, as | have no doubt tw \
vproneipal part of theinhabitar is, togeiher |
vith o ali cne A ericvad; won d'have hoep |
acrifi.ed had the Foench tuccecd=!, That|
the fmd fhips have pur capr. Warking in
weacesble poffellion of the il nd. does not |
‘herefore admit of any. difpute; as the'
reinforcenent from Jamzica had never
nade s appearance—in what manner the
\merican citizens have been trest~d tor,
his elential lervice, will beflt appear by
the lollowing detai’, ' i
| In the afternoon of the '.‘s'h inft, cap

taing Brown and Geddes wared on eapt
Waikins, and informed him,ahar as therr
objefl ot Cuorracoa was the proteftan of
American citizens and propsriy, they were
Jdefirous that all the Aderean vetlels i
port fhoald prepare for departure under
their convoy :=—He replied, molt cerrain

ly, atl that he had not the fma'lelt wifh
to throw the leall obitacle in their way,
nut that they might fell, load, and depart,
4 hereofore. The Amnerican capiaing
were then aflembled, and informed that
the’ Merrimnck and Parapfzoiwanll give
rhem convoy thro® rhvs Mona paflige inren
'1ys, This being conclulded, the faid Wa:.
sinsftated fo _caprains Brown #nd Gediles,
‘hat he received pofitive informaion of
wmother expedliian having failed from
Goadaloape for Curracoa, and reguefie
them to po and eruizs oft the iflind while

‘he American velsels were petiing realy
far fea ; <necordin tly the two (hips wem
out, and afier ceuiling 4en days, returned

learnt that' anembargo was laid on gllAmeris

+

a well known fatt, that the velleis trading o
the - Well-Tndies, carry more or lels of Ger-
man’ linens, but according to captain Wat
kins"s confiruénon, all thefearticles are con
traband, The fol'owing breach of hoaor will
illuflr ste in a very flrong point of view the
characler of the faid Watkins,

During the petiod the capiiulation was ne.
gocraring, things were infoalarming a flate on
frore as 10 induce Mr, Phillips 10 feek an
alvlum for humf-f and his. family on board
the “fr ga e ; captain Wa ki s very politely
tendered his cabin and: gave cvery apparent
evid=nce of refpe‘t 16 Mr, Pnillips as Ame-
rican confol—among the eff-&ts Mr. Phillips
carnied on beard the frigare, was a large a-
mount of ¥pecie, which he placed in thecharge
of faxd Watkins —afew days afier this, Mr,
Phillips had occalion 10 write a note on fome
bafiuefs 1o Mr, Corfec, his partoer 5 fad
no ¢ was irulled 10 the charge of one of the
offi.crs of the fr gate, who broke it opedt and
de wverad it to captain Watking, the (aid Wat.
king then informed Mr, Phillips that he re-
gretied he was under the neceffiy of retaining
the fpecie he had committed to his charge, a
he bad difcovered that he was toicerned in
bufinels which was not joftifiable in an Ame.
rican conful,

Mr. P. affured him ‘hat by the Jaws of his
country he was entitled 1o profecute Eﬂﬂldlt‘l‘tt,
and flared his (urprife-ar the viola ion of con.
fidence he had repofed in him. This how-
ever would not avatl ; the money was il
retained when I left Curracoa  Among the
mdividuals whole feeliogs had led them 1o
ufe fome harlh exprellions on  the casduil of
faid Watkine, was a caprain Lambert, of Sa-
lem, whofe oblervations partook of moare free-
dofi NI eorrefpanded with the faid Warkin'
idzas of propriety 5 be therefare (ent fur and
interrogated him in the moft arrogant man«
nee—""aptain Lambert made (uch replies as
Waiking conceived indecorious 3 he way or-
dered 1o leave the 1lland direflly, and if he
uwitered a hogle infolent. expreMion he would

to Curracoa ; but to the forprife and moge, have hin 1o the gang.way and flogged —Capt,
tificati- it af the Americancommanders, they L: was of conrle under tbe nesellity of depart=

ing frem Curracoa,

ton thit could be got was, that he would do }

i

o et W oo

nited States will-take the recellary meafures
to fecure 10 the American
merits,

‘Y am fir, _
Your obedient {ervant, .
WILLIAM D. ROBINSON.

B. Stod;..-’art.,..b:ﬁ;. Secretary of ‘
the Navy of the Umted States.

e,
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LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA, -

The tollowing Refolution paffid the houfe
of Delegates on the 32 initant, ok

Whereas the General affembly of his
commonwealth ar their feflion, which commen=
ced in December in the year 1798, paffed fun~
dry refolutions;. tn.one of which they folemnly
proteft againft the ait of Congrefs, commonly
called the fedition law as a palpable and a-
larming infraction of the Conflityion of the
United prates,

And yhereas.the General ‘Affembly of this
commonyealthy ac their feffion, which ¢om-
menced p December in the year 179, repeat-
ed this f&emn proteflation againll ihe faid 28t
of Congefs, and morcoyer, direéied the pubs
licationof the repert of a felett committee,
cop daning a fiir and candid reprefentaiion of
the reafons on which thatsmeafire was found-

“ed ;-2 report-of which the m mbers compofing

this prelent Goneral Affembly take pleafure
in exprefling their decided approbaton, not
only becaule of the perfpicuiy -and wirehitis
bly force of iae argumenis which it coniams,
but becaufe adifpofition 1o promote * mutyal,

{ refpect conhdence and affettion among the

members of the uniony®’ is uniformly pre~
{erved. .

And whereas recent occurrences have taken
place in feveral parts of the United Siatesand
particulaclf in this commonwealih, - which
jofiify the apprehenfions exprefled by the faid

{ad At s as ni:prcﬂivc and dangerous ia
praciice; as it is erroreous in principle,

And whereas the-faid Jaft mentioned Gene-
ral Allembly by their refolution paff:d on the
titkday of Janoary lafl, mitrueted the Senae
tors from. this Nate in the Congrels of he
Un'ted States,10 oppofe the palling of any law.
founded oa or recognifing the dottrine lately
advanted that the common law ot England 1s
in foice under the goverpment of the Unied
States,a dedtiine which they traly declare 10
be novel in 1s principles’ and tremendous in
its confequences 3 and the members of the
prefent General Aflembly, afier the moll ma«
ture deliberation are of opinion that ihe faid
dotlriot tends directly to the fubverfion ot a
fundantotal article io the conllitution, namely,

ers.but tuafe which are expreflly granied ;=
therefurey

Refalved, That the Senators from this Rate
in the Congrelsjefthe U, Sia es,be 1gftrutted,
and dthat the reprefcnratives be rcq%l
avail themfelves of every opporiumity ® obuain
a rep@al of the faid aet of Congrels, and «
oppult any law or refolunon comtaining &
recogeraon of the faid dofirine.
AR A e R

NOTI!ICE. .

Tl‘lt fubfcriber inteuding to leave thig

,  Sate in the Spring, and ro be ab-
fent (hugng the Sommer montls, carnelt-
Iv requelts thofe who are iudebiedt to him
o to he late concern of Lanpgdon and
Giles, 19 make payment on or before the
ficlt daypf April next; a itnict compliance
with witeh, will eifable him 1o ditcha: ge
the juft dlaims of his and their creditors,

He offers fer fale, ;
The Wilding vewly ereéted on Toom.
'y Wisrt,  The Sull Houfe Lot and
Wharf dith the I revements thereon
togethe:with 2 moery of the Saw-Pits,
adiuiniu%lhe sforefaid Loz, with thz Saws

ed, to

and othd Luplemenrs complerely fixed
for-careying on the bufivelsof faw:ing tim,
ber, and 8 quantity of rimber od band,
The Lot No. a1, being a Waier lot on
the Hill, 8 litdle below the alorefaid ills

ioule lr..t.“

. = R. LANGDON.
j-unnn-:is = A

{ FOR SALE, !

A gant faddle or chair Horfe,

and a Now Riding Chair and Harnefs.

Apply nf_;__thc Printer,

EAHRAIM PABODIE,
BOAT and SHOE.MAKER,
ESPEATFULLY intorms his old enl.
tomery, and the public in peneral,

that he Lid jult arrived from New-Eng-

land, with!a compléte afforiment of LEA.

THER at! BOOT LEGS, and has ree

commenced his bufinefs ot Boot and Shoe

Making in, Wilmingten, North of the

Court-Hosfe, and next door fouth of Mr,

A. T, Browne's, where he will be happy

to-wait-or *H-thote who pleate to-caploy -
him, and the fmallefl tavours will be

gratefully acknowledge...

N. B. He has jull opened  for fale a
larpee aflorrment of NEGRO SHOES, s few
white LAMB SKINS, foitable for Free,
Malon's aprons, and afew keggs ol My Au,
factnred TOBACCO, by the kegg or final-
ler qnantiLy.

-

L Nov, 90 == sup—tf,

%,
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: I forbear. te make any commehis, on this
detaily but pefumz tbe Ex - cuiive of the U-.

that thy general governm ot pollefles né"pow-_

flag ihe refpett it '

Genera -Miembliesy.and-whizh prove that the

)




