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AN ACCOUNT OF

LOUISIAN A,

Being an abstract of Documents in the |

Offices of the Departments of State lare situated the Ayoas, & natlon ari-

audofthe Treasury, '

[Continued from our last))
Indians én the Misvonri,

ON the Missouri and its waters are
many and numerons nations, the best
known of which are : The Osames, si-
tuated on the viver of the same name
on the right bank of the Missoari at
aboat cighty leagues from fits - sonflu-
ence with it : they consist of one thou-
sand warriors, who live in two settle-
ments at no great distance from each
other.  They are of a gigantic stature
and well proportioned, are enemies of |
the whites anl of all other Indian na- !
tions, and commit depredations from
the Ilinois ta the Arkanzas. The
teade of this aution is suid to be under !
an exclusive grant. . They area cruel
and ferncions race, and are hated and
feared by all'the other Indians. The
confluence of the Osage river with the
Missouri is whout eighty leagues from

Sixty leairues higherup the Missou- |
i, and on ths samz baok, is the river
Kanzis, and on it the nation of the
same pame, but at about seventy or |
eighty leagnes from its mouth. It
consists of about two handred and fifty 1
warriors, who are as fierce and cruel /!
as the Osajres, and often molest and (!
ill-treat those who go (o trade among |
them. {

Sixty leagues above the river Kan- |
zas, and at about twa hundred from |
the month of the Missonri, still on the It
right bank, is the Riviere Plotie, or |
Shallow River, remarkable for ite
quick-sands and bad navigation ; and
near its confluence with the Missouri
diwells the nation of Octolactos, com-

monly called Otos, consisting of Whout

two hundred warriors, among whom
are twenty-five or thirty of the nation
of Missouri, who took refuge among
them about twentyv-five years since,
Forty leagues up the ‘River Platte
you come ty the nation of the Panis,
compased ot about seven huntred war-

riars in fourneighboringvillages; they [| to make surveys of any extent,
hunt but little, atd areall provided with :

fire-arms: they often make war on the .
Spaniards iu the neighborhood of Sun-
ta e, fram which they are not far dis-
tant.

At three hunlecd |
Mississibpt and vne |

ariies from the
inared from the

River 14 satny hank are sg-
tuated th s ol Mihas.—
They cons V 1T5C of five hune
dred warmars t arc =il to have
been almost cut off Jast year by the
smali-

At caiag above the Maohas
anc o the left bank of 4he Missoun
dwell the Ponces, to the nimber of (wo
hundeed and Gty warrjors, possessing

in commoi with the Mahas thoir Ian-
guage, [crocity, and vices. Theirtrade
has never bern of much walug, and
those enpapred in it are expused to
pillage and il-trentment.

At the distance of 430 ‘.-;q(:l;r:'. from
the Mississippi, and on the right bank
of the Mwuourl, dwell the Aricaras, t9
the number of 700 warriors, and 64
leagues nbore them, the Mandune na-
tion coasisting of about 700 warriors
lkewise. These twa last nations are
well disprsed te the whites. but hare
been the victims of the Sioux, or Nan-
dowessics, wio being themselves woll
providcd with fire arms, have taken ad-
vantage of the defenceless situation ol
the others, and have on all necasions
lmmh red them without mercy,

No discoveries on the Missoury, be- !
vond the Mandane nation, have bheen
accurately detailed, thouzh the traders
have been informed, that many large
navigable rivers discharge their wa.
ters into it, furabove it, and that there
Afe Many numerous natons seiticd on
them.

The Sioux. or Mandowesmes, who | to thesen of the lakes

frequent the coutitry betw cen the narth
bank of the Missouri anfd Missisnippi
arc & great impediment 1o trade and
navigation, They endeavor to prevent
o[l communication with the nation:
dwelling high up t"l. mlﬂl fo de.
prive them of ammunition 4 s
atd thus keep them

‘I.P[hi_ti.l. "'l l'l' WM
clivly e the hanks of lk.

and marseore all who fall inlo thel
}tv"l'-

Pucre are & humbor 6f pations o

s distanie lroun '.il-‘ hillllh\ "[ "; ¢ .\[l\
soiarhs 1o the north and sotth, roncer
i wheta but little information b
yoon peceived.  Meturning to the Mis

WP and .\.‘t.m]l'\‘ R Lom the

|| Missouri, about 75 leagues abaye b
mouth of the latter, the River Mo'mg
na or Riviere de Moine enters -the.’,'J’

"small monopelies were created. A

" ed in this branch of his duty ;

!_ rrants extending fedin the illul- it

A

Mississippion the west side, and on it |

rinally from the Missouri, speaking | therefare be uncertain, * Within these - proeess, collect the proafs aud vemitjicity ; ore dollay and scven eighths for .
| the language of the ()Lax.achas?it- cung- “limits the best planters admit that oyt the whele 1o the governor, tobe u‘!:’ Every ptienddn ﬂ’*hn and & haf o
sisted of 290 warriors, before the small |/ quartsr of the cultivated lauds of any cided by the proper tribunal, » Theyl{howrs g busiuess; snd t veo
pox lutely raged among them. {cansidgrable plantation may be planted can inflict no. corporeal punishment|iccuts additiouad Tor every leafof pape
“The Sacs and Renardsdwell on'the | in cang, onc quarter lefl in pasture, except upon slaves § butthey have the[written by hims -
Missigsippi, about 300 leagues above |land remaining half cmployed for power of arresting and. im ingl] A counsellor or two have sorhetimes

St. Louis, and frequentlytrade with it
~—they live together, and consisted of
500 warriors—their chief trade is with
the Michilimakinac, andithey have al-
wavabeen.paaceable and friendly.

I'he other nations on the Mississip-
pi higher up, are but little known to |
us« The nations of the Missouri, tho'
criel, treacierous, and insolent, may
doubtless be kept in order by the Unit.
ed ‘States, if proper regulations are |
adopted with respect lo them.

Ifis said tha: no treaties have been

and that its treaties with the Creeks, |

27th Qctober, 1765,
Of Lands and Titles,

ces by grants from the Crown, but
mostly from the Colonial government,
Perhups not one quarter part of the |
lands granted in Eouisiana are held by
complete titles ; and of the remaindes ||
a considerable part depends Gpon &
written permission of 2 Commandant, 1}
Not a small propariion is held by oc- i
cupancy with a simple yerbal permis- ||
sion af.the office r fastmentioned, This |/
practice hag always been countenat |
ced by the Spanich government, in or-
der that poor men, ;. when they found
themselves a litths a% eate; might at ||
their own gonveniency apply for and
obtain complete titles. In the mean
time such imperfect rights were suf-
fered by the government to descend
by inheritance, and even to be trans.
ferered By private contract, When
requisite they huve besn seized by ju-
dicif authority and scid for the pay- |
ment of debts,

Until within a few years, the gaver
nor of Upper Louisima was suthorgsed
hirthe

I
|

exercise of this discretionary power,
some dbuses were cemmitted : a few
boutthree years ago. be was restr
ginee
which he has been only authorized to
muke surveys to cmigrants in the fol-
owing manner : Two hundred scres
for cachy man and wife, Rliv acres lor (|
cach child, and LIVEnLy adics
slaves . Hence the gumtity ef lund al-
lowed tosettiersdepended on the num-
ber in each fanily 5 and for this quan
tity of lupgd they paid no more Yhan the |
expened of survey. « These surveys |
were necessi e the scitlers
to arauts; and the povernos, and al-
ter hiin the hutendunt st New -Orleans,
wis alane anli ovised o exceateprant
on the receipt of (he snpvess from the ||
sotthers. The wistration of the |
lund-office s p8 nder the gare
of the Intendant of the province. !

There are no feudd rights neér ao- t
Llesse, . L !

1t is impossible ¢ atcertain Use
quaitity of lands granted. withwout call.
A an the clavm ants to exhi it '\!Ic-ll' |I|-
thes ;) the, registry bowg wmcomplete
and the maps mude by the diffsrent |
survetors general having begn byt |
in the fires at New-Orlcans of 1799 1
and 1794,  Np estimate has been ob-
tamerdl.

Al the lands on Loth sices of the !

il ¢aci

™ 0 eph
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 Mlsstssipnts bromn the distunce of sixe |,

teen loagues below New<Orlcan: to
Haoton Rouge, are granted tothe depth
of forty scres, oF near half & league, !
twhich is the usupl depth ofall grapis. |
Sone h‘it double and ln]"l‘ A LU !
thet i4 to nay, ey have twice or g |

1
forty meres i deph onrd eihers have |

b b banel Live s
In other ot of the couniey the Pria
ple, being weneruily settled om the
hanks of areeks or rivers, have a lront
I from sty o forty scresy and the
seant lmost Trvariably expresws a |
lepth of fotty acrens Al the landa
grapted in the island of New.Or.
or on the opposite bank of the
ppiy are sunkens inundated,
“present bt for culivation ;

U il g

{pidly that beyond. filteen miles the. hear Mdﬂerminu'%pc
t -

soil is not well adapted to it. Above ses not exceeding the, value of ene jorder of the o -five ce
e i b el ndl Suarae W AR, ol bifntio o Moo, wad
ed by the cold, and its praduce would for a larges sum, they com .. theficen

provisions, &c. and a reserve, for @ when they think it necessary 5 advice[p
¢hange of cropss  One Pavisian Ae of which and theiy reasons mast bejige
pent of one hundred and eighty feet transmitted to the governor. = «-vam.
square may be ezpected to produce |- Small suitsare aetermined ib 8 sunis| not €6
on an average twelve hundred weight mavy way by'h_ﬂﬂitg'hﬁﬂi Mﬂ'w‘-j ies

' both sides of the river ave planted for, by petition wnd reply, veplication and/ ploys him more
'ninety miles in extént and abou! thres! rejoinder, reiterated until the atditor
fourths of a mile in depthyit will result! thinks they havenothing new to sdy,'
that the annual product may ameunt’ Uhen 2ll the proofs either party choo~
I/in ronnd numbers to twenty-five they-! 'S s to adduceare takenbefore thekeep- [ zance of the,
' sand hogsheads of sugar, with twelvo
entered into by Spain with the Indian © puncheons of ram.
nations westward of the Mississippiy 1 young planters say that onesthied, ov
even one-hall of the arrable land might
Choctaws, &c¢. are in effect superseded | be planted in cane.
by our treaty with that power of the | remarked that a regular supply of
provisions from abave at o moderate
 price, would enahl¢ the planter (o givey
The lands are held in some instan. ' his attention to a greater body of land| receives fls binding force from the gos
'cultivated with cane. '
' these lands, as may he supposed, arc: depends before him. | o

| try, there is undouhtedly a'portion, m- if applied for ‘withist five days witer |

Terre #ux Beut, on the Foarche, I\a.} from thence to the council of the Ine civil cases, proviled he gives security

I culprite exe cpt those of the Alcalde
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city, however, the lands decline 80 ra- a'ao'a species of judicial.power. They]
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U5 T R AR ISR S T ke
aty has Aifty cents for cach decieeor

:cuniary ca

for.one Gubsof it but withit the .\

resided  a New-Oileans; but, being -
found obnoxious to the ofs

of sugar, and fity gallons ofeums . | 7 a0z, Lut in $u

From the above datw, admitting that nitude the proceedin

ot s lomed g
u

: 'lulv.
i v e

Crimes,
In cases of petty crimes the cogui.
er ecurt may be said
er of the records of the court, who is jto be final and ‘without appeal ; and
alywaysa notavy publicy l-‘monmmmm saich causes are deci-
Whe partics have now an opportuni- {ded in 3 summary ways, With respect
ty of making their remarks upon ‘ Tocrimewof deeper die solemnity
cvidence by way of petition, and of is usedi A person skitied inthe laws v
hringing forward -opposing pheofs, E‘il always nominated the courtto .
When the auditar considers the cause |defend the zocused, trial js pot” -
is matupey he isstes his decree, which jpublic ; but! examinations and depo- -
itions v writing ‘are taken privately .
The whole of| Yernor's signature, where the cause (b the waditor At any gme most con
s !*wlamw imself, at which, neverthes
"less the counsel of the accused in ad-
' be + He haw abyo eve
ralcl te the sea-coast, Bt for the cul-| {the date of the decvee,in cabses abovesjery kind of privilere goatited te him
ture of the sugar cane. There vacant; & certain valwe.* An ‘witerioc appeal (in making his defences Such Snite
lands are to be found, but the propor.! lie§2o thé Audience which formeily ‘are generilly very te and expen- _
tion is at peesent unknown, ¢ sut at St. Dominge, but which is now - $ive, whenhe is wealthy. © The con.
v In the absye remarks the lends at! removed to some part of Cuba, and demned is entitled to ansppeal as in. -

sl TR LS |

Enterprizing

It may also be

granted ; but in the Atgcapas coun-i) Lheve i an appeal € Havanna,

vou St. Jean and ofer dulets of the dies
Mississippi, south of the Lititude sup-!

posed to. divide thoss which are [

in Spuine | for the payment of the future costs.
Suits ave of various duvations.. Tn Theve appears, however, to be u vir-
pecuniary matters the laws encourage tual appeal in every capitalsondemnas
from these which nre unhit, for the summury proceedings, An execution tion, because'a mzofmmionnlei
cultivation of he caiey have been ene miy be had on a bond in {ous duys, placeuntil the confirmation of the sen-
tively kept out of view. . Tacluding''and in the same space i a note of tence returns from St. Jago de Cuba,
these and takin thivd instead of habl alter ihe pargy acknowledges it, Where there i5.a grand tribunal estab-
one-fourth ol the lanss [t for fagar, o alter Bisslzmatu el proved. Move- li'hhte!. nsislimeof five llilﬂ'.l:ll'bﬂbl‘
the produce of the winle would be, uble property is sold aftér giving ning whom sellors tilnd 8 i our
iy thousand wstead of tweaty.five] days warnings provided it be three CoUMMa 40 . j )
thousand hogaheads ol sugur. | times publicly cred i thatinterval, V- Criwles of great atrogity ‘are . very
The followuny duantitics of stugarg, Lafded propenty niust Ue ikesriseer]- mre ' My Ly » seems o
Lrown, clayed and relined, I0ve heen! ed theee times, with an interciliof 10 be conlingd 1othe S suldiers and
(N u'lr_{! ainta the Uokted Siates from 4'.!}! batwegen  eash, agd it may M]l-ihﬂ- 1Th¢,‘W“ . ristratv's
Lonisians awd the Vlindes, viz, Desolde - All property tuken in exe- spewer restring desy butteries, 1i-

o 41 ) [~

in 1799 - Tenade U cution must-be appraised and sold for ot &eo w50 0L 1 .
1800 - 1,50 BG4 ‘at Jeast half of thenppraisement,  In T Punishrents sve wenerully mild,
Le01 - 961,619 pectiniury niatters the governom de. They mostly consint o imprisopment
1802 - 1,576,933 feide verbally without appeuly when the avd Bayment of, costs, sometimes the

OFf the Lo
When the country was firet ceded) lurs.
to Rp-in. &l

s dues not exerec ene hutidred dol- Mocks, ! “'hilg: meny het militry, sre
l The Alculdes have the sume trely, perhaps: never _
the 'privilege when the amount is not above “whipping ;.aud in no cose do @ foes
French regulations, but by simost im- ‘twenty dolfars, go mtethe public tressury, Hm.
1 dorrees they have disop In addition 10 thesgcourts 4 vears Arsomandaggravated robbery of the
peared, and at preseat the provinge is ago there were eslablished fovr Alcale king's trgasury of offects, are punis
' red entively by :fwl.m‘gq[hp.uinr des de Bavvlo, of petty mapistrates, €& with death. « Robbery, of private
and the aordunnces formed r*:pl‘chiyl ane for coch ol the four quarters of the Perdons o amy amount s never -
fur the tolonys  Various ordinantes, ity, sith aview toimprove its police. sbed yith death, Lut by restitution,
promulgated by general O'Relilv, ity 1T hey hewr sud declde all demands not dmprisptinent, sod sotoetimes enor-
Rt governer under .ﬂ!a ity 68 well ae lexceeding ten dollare, grercise the WU costs. Urimpes lgl\h\ﬂ the killg"
some othar faws, are Translntcd Ond power of cununitting 10 prison. and in tevenue, such as contrsband trade are
gnuexed in the appendiz-No. !. | case of robibery, rol, or sstassmation, Punisbed with Lard lubor for life, ur o
Courts of Furtoes they can, Ly cfiling on & notdry, tuhe torms of years, on board the gollies,
The governoe's court has u eieil e2d lcognizance of the affair; but when 1hls 6 the mines, or oo the public works,
millitary jurisdietion throughout the (is done they are bound o femit the | o dearning. [
provinges  That of the hievtenant go. proceedingste someof the sther judg- 'l'hen'lrp 10 colleges, nnd hut are
vernor hias the same extentin civil ca 'es, and in all cases Whatever,-to give priblic sthgal, which is st Newsde.
sey only. | them inflormation when they havevoni- Jeans. . The masters of this are puid
There are two Alcaldes, whose Ju- miuted any person to prison. by the king. ' They teech the Spauish
vislictiony civil and eriminal, rx'tnr"‘ Most of the suite are on personal Janguage onlyi “Fhere are n few prie
tirougls the eity of New-Orlcans and contractsl tights to dowet, inheriian. vate schools Il.‘..f childien. Not meore
five leaghes around it, whers b par-ces, and ttles te Jand.  Those arising than hall the inhubitans ure s posed
tes havg no fueremilitar or military foam perscnal quarrels are generally 10 he sble 19 readd and writey of whom
privilege ; those who have can tpatis- deelded in o sunnaary wave  Vhe fn- 1ot mone, then two hundred perhag
fer thedmgauses to the governar, [ halitants are sald not to be ltigious.  are able o doit welll Ings
The tribunal of the lotendant has f-..m_.rr: and Costs of the CUdurls ond leaming of the inhabi .
cor nizance of admirdity and fiscal cau-’ thaar Gff cerme iy excend beyond thoge t
o8, and suchsuith as are bronsht fa.—'i The Mrdﬁymkﬂmm they seem to be endo
he recovery of money in Ui bing's o« couding three four’ sttornies. patural geuius,
wame or agaifist him, ' Their fees arce swoull.  Suits are opee cllity of 1
Thetribunal of the Alcalde I'rmin-‘ fied on in writingsoalled cooriia, which
cinl b cornizance of crimionl cane lmny be drawn up by the parties thone s

tes, where oflcness are ¢ m‘.milltd% Ives, If they please, but they must __Thzl“ consists of a bishop, wha. :
|

i preserved many ol

norr '.f"'-.\

ths conntry, of when the crim yresented by (he ercrifane ornatary Sdes not in the province, snd
takes refuge there, and in otber speckiwho Is the heeper of the records of the whose sulaty of four thousend dollars
lied cases, court, e chn on the revenwe of certaine
The eeclesioatical el sl e jpeiadly The fees of the judges are twenty- bishoprics In Mexico and Cubs ; 1wl
diction 10 all matters respocting \hie five ceonts for every hall signatore or canons having cach o sala of six hune a 3
charchy _ L fisurish (which s vsdelly aMxed on dred dollars § sd Iwrhlyrzn ¢ o
The goreracr, leutenant governor, coinmon occasions.) filty centslor eves fve for the clayof Ntu-()rh.m -
Alcatdes latendapt, Prodmeial Alcals ‘ry whole gignature, and two doliars tWenty lor as man country l"l'ii )
de, and the Provisor in eeclesiastical sud threefourtha for everyattendance, who receive vach from three lmnn‘ gl
ouines, are reapectively- sole judges. us nt a sale or the taking of evidence. ond sinty 1o fuir hundred s cighty 5
AN sentencey affocting the life of the | The feed of the Abogado, ofperson dolinm & yesr,  Those shlaries, exeept -+
consulted by the judpes on law points, that of the biviop, \ogether with sn
nre twelve and & hall coms for every allowance for sacrisaps snd «
perior tribunal, or captain general, ac- leal of which the process convisty, agd exptinces are paid by 1he m‘"‘ﬂ
cording to the nature of the catise, he: four dullars for every paint of law ¢ie News( ieam, Mmmm !UA
\ 3

1

Provindial, must be I"\f’“ b! the eu-

fore they wre carried Inte ewscution. teds  'Ihose of the attoriey, when etn. thinteeh thowsand
The governor has not the pawer of Dloyed, are sntystwo sud & half cents

purdot ing erimingle.  An anditor and 2

an stvewar, who are doetors of law,
are appointed 1o give counsel
yehgen  bat Tar some Nas

4 ) here is alse ol that place
o & sihple Detition @@ esciite, but U of Ursolines, te which it
it should be necossary to read a procegs bout & thouesnd seres of
10 those in order 10 foum Lis petition, and ot out in three pluntations,

require wmach e wnd Labour, sie nov in bumber bot inere then toh

* ’—P.

Cultive’| .
| The sugar-cat® mi cultivated
etween the river Toeryille atd the i

had Leen uo agse

1 e | e s compenaled a Jpertien, be. ortniu.qiunlm

H

., on both tidey o the yiver and M.{
ar buth 58 Ahe evanipe. Delow the |

¥ g -
dp 0q qauncll theys EETREIEIE S et twlve and s Lall cents pec leal Were formarly sbout the .
follnwibsle ¢ "‘"‘.‘r‘  Make them- ?‘tlh et Fornttend. of Spanieh m? ' m‘ -
oo resa il Tir ThElF desisiont.” any he io niluwed der; but Uhey vetived 1o Ha oo
Fas somppesis I.! Sty hate one dollar 47 A csoa oo (e winarr, ting the pesiod whep rﬂ Dected
5 .onE : = ay ¥ ™ ot - v "" Y
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