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AN ACT
R 0 extem% the Jurisdiction of a single Jus-
tice, andito amend the several Laws now
in force if this State, relative o the reco- |
very of debts befor: a Justice of the Peace.

WHEREAS, it hath been fognd by ex-
perience that the extension of the jurisdics
tion of a single justice of the pcace has con-
tributed greatly to the advantages of the good
eitizens of lIIL State, it being reasonable
therefore to presume that a farther extension
to the amount of thisty pounds, (equal to
what is usually called tl\a Book Debt Law)
would 'add to the advantages already felt:

BE it therefore enacted by the General

_ Asumbly of the State of North-Carelina,
and it is hereby enacted by the autherity of
* the same, That from and after the first day
of March next, all debts and demands of
thirty pounds snd under, for a balance due
on any specialty, contract; note or agrees
ment, or for goods, wares and merchandize
sold and delivered, or for work and Tabour
done, or for specific articles, whether due by
obligation, note, or assumpsit, or for any
judgment Whigh may have been granted o-
ver twelve-months by a single justice of the
peace and no execution have issued thereon,
or for any forfeiturc.or peualty ingurred by
virtae of any act of the General Assembly,
are hereby declared to be cognizable and de-
tersninable byuany one justice of the peace |
out of court; lub;cct nevertheless to the
: -n;:ht ofappeal, 88 in similar cases, who may
give jmlgmcnt therenpon, and award pro-
cess of exgcution for the amount of judgment,
‘interests and costs, in the same manner as in |
similargnses is already, or may hereafier he
provided for: Provided always, That the
stay of exectition oh afl sums over twenty,
and fot exceeding thirty pounds, except as |
herein excepted, shall be had in the same
manner and for the same time as s provided
already by law for all sumis oyer ten and not
exceeding twenty pounds.

II. Andbe it further enacted, , That in all
tases where the evidence of the debt on
which a judgment may be found, shall be
that of a l‘onmr judgment of twelve ‘months
standing, no stay of execation whatever shall
b allowed,

And whereas donbts have arisen whether
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ny justiceof the peace for
sue anoﬂhf execution fo
maining
VIL. Andbeit further enacted, t

deposition of a0y pegson who is.an. mhaﬂ-
tant of anothes county.or state, « oth

a warrant before a justice of the

be admitted on trial of such

read as evidence: Prmnde

either plaintiff or defendant

respecting gepositions be gm'e

same rules, regulations mfid pesty

are Gsed in taking depnmiolﬁn

in the courts of law  this_ S

A regpects time and AL, e

also, thatsuch depositions may be take
one justice of the peacé, whén the &
party may cross examine.

VIIL, ‘Andbe it forther enacted, Thﬂ,ﬁl
acts and clauses of acts which come within
the meaning and purview of this act, are heies
by repealed and made void.

Raleigh, Dec. 22, 1803,
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. PeNNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE.
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To the Senate and House of chi‘csentalwen
of the General Assembly of the ‘Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.

GExTLEMEY,

The bill entifed * An al to revive the
alk, entitlela fupplement to the at emia.
ted an a@ 10 exrend the powers of thejul.
tizes of the Peace of this ftate” was pre-
fehted 1o me on Saturday the 2d day of Al
pril laft ; but as the Legiftature adjourn-
ed on the following Monday {when ten
other bills were returned with the execu<
tive approbation! ['had not an opporiu.
nity during that fefiiop, 10 beltow fuffis
cient copfideration upon its principlesand
provifions ; particularly, as it was, in
fubftance, the renewal of a legiflative
propalition to which [ had formerly ex-

rellcd my diffent ; and | am always anx.
ious in a ‘conflil of opinion, to pay u jult
deference 1o the wifdom of the General
A'Il'c'nh’ I muft now, however, con-
fels, llm the ample nime for delibermion,

any investigition of decision can be legally
had on a warramt in any case after Lhirty davs i
fram the date thereof, although the same |
may have heen exesuted and returned in due
time, and for suficient canse shewn postpo. |
. hed by the justice before whom it wus re.
turned ; for'remedy whereof, |
« IIl. Be it enacted by the ant honty tafore-

'l operated 10 confirm the conviltions of my

| tionality, the impolicy, the oppreflive and
pernicions tendency of this bill, and P

| therefore difapproving it, I have direfed

said, Thatio future it shall be in the power :

of any justice of the peace withih this Stafe, |
on suffidient cause shewn on oath, by either |
plaintiff or defendant, their agent or attorney, |
to postpone from time o limg, or contioue |
for trial any ~ivil matter or edse that may
come befbre him.  Provided Such postpone-
taent or continuance shall In no case exceed
thirty days ; and it shall be lawful for any jus
tice of the peace ta act on said postponement
or continuance, the original date of the war-

which I have enjoyed in vhe recels, has

judgment in relation to the unconllites

the Secretary ta return it to the Houfe

d‘tﬂmgd hwmmar hmiu- 1
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of Repeefentatives, in which it origina.
ted, with my objedtions ;

reafons that have been afligned on fimilar
occafions, and are already exhibited on
the recands of the Legiflature. I objed,
then to the bill's pafling into a law,

1k, Becaufe it appears’ro maro be un-
cooflitutional - Theconftitation exprell.
ly posranices to 1he citizenspf Penn.
{ylvania, * the trial by jury as hereto-

being, indeed, |
l little more than @ rccapimlm-m of the

rant exceeding thirty days notwithitinding. ;

IV. And be it further enacted,  That all |
judgments given by o justice of the peace
shall hear six per cent. interedt’ on the ori=
ginal sam 't the same shall be actually |
pald or othorwise settled; any law to the con-
trkw notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted, That whes-
ever a,uah-mcn' shall be given n lhe absence
of cither Plaintifl or delendant, by any jistics
of the peace, whether execdtion hai been Is.
wued or not, that on application of Sdich sbs |
sent party, his or her agent or attornéy,
within ten days afier the date of said jndy-
ment, to the justice who awarded the same,
on sufficient cause shewn on osth or affirma-
tiom, why hey,she or they could notastend the |
day of trial, it shall be the duty of said jus-
\ice, to insue his order to the plaintiff, d. L'n-

v dant or officer, as the cisg may Pequire, in
. possession of the papers, nllﬂﬂllnhe suit, |
g forbear nny further proceedifigs thereon,
nmmndmﬁy to Bring the same béfore
somne other {um:e for reconsidera.
tion ¢ pmmlul that the applicent shall give
sulliclenit security for his appesmnce. It
shinlt also be the duty of the justice aforesaid
to issug his summon directed 0 some pro.
pir officer to canse the parties with thelr |
witnesses b6 appear before him or some o-
ther justiog, at such time and place nol ex- |
ceeding thitty days, @ he may think proper, :
whery Mu | underge & falr investiy

tiom, and bey 10 the same procseding
o4 0 el "'&'m - M
' l'l receive ke
ae, the sarmg fe o
1“‘.1!!! ‘I__.
V1, Anahitwmhi&d«r
Loty aforesaid, That from and after the
Voresaid first day of Mageh next, all execu-

erto w ! !
whose instancs it
Lo jasadd by a

‘2t of wiid exctylion ; end when any

Vo thall be retarmed, not fully umﬁdml MN controlied, ¢

fare.” The trial by jury herctofore ex.
e din rivil, as wellas ineriminal cafes;

|
j

a5 on an appellate jurifdiftion ; except in
mere matters of debt and con'n& not
exceeding the fum fof wen_pponds, . But
the bill undcr confideratior, contemplates
the perpetuation of legiflative provifions,
by which the trial of iifes, _in_ & gress
viricty ofaeanfaions, a3 well of the na-
i tore of - tofyey av of contrafls, ivin the
firllinflance withdrawn from a jury,
An_attack vpon the wial by jury, fn
civil cafes, will afford to bad men in
worle times, w ready pretext for under
mining the trial by jury in criminal ca.
fesy and nothing can mare foreibly de.
Smonftrate the fenke'of the Unum,h in fa-

vour of cf‘uhﬂ\lng the trisgl b nd [J
uls,

wéll incontroveriies betwesn |

% in public profecution, than the apinion

ol 1he fama? flates (even includ ng the
princie

!!un of Peonlylvania) that, wpon

and en the ;xcu ife of an Original, as \uii .

l' [bl? sident of the United

” _eqr uﬁgh&nm i'u"

be coadition of vaflalage, md dn Ui’llwl L

e magiftrates witl be enabled
gh shie medium of infloduce, and el
ﬂwuh 1o dictate 1p the legiflative, < 2nd
Ip overane the exccutivg: department of

the rule,
ry celdhrated commentator, we fhall fa..

rected for the decifion of faéls without the
interventionnfa jnry,are ileps towards the

lefs raking l{ﬁm\tahu of the admonitionof
the {ame_enlightened llnh , we feel x
“ i s abovc all a duty w ch v

owes 1o his coantry, his friends, hi

terity and himfelf, to goard with 1hembﬂ
zealons ciecum(pection againlt: the intyo-
duction of new and arbitraty s methods of
teialy which under a !lf‘lelL of pretencet,
may Th time imperceptibly u rmine
the trial hy jury, the beft prekrvalhe of
liberty,* “

3dly, Becaufe bill has” an npprcﬂ'iw

and pernicious t q 4. Lhe emolus
ments of a Juflics mutl wpon the
PAtronage, uf the tyealihy, vt theditigions
part of the commupity, = Caltnlating,
therefore, vpon the nat nmfmmm

ot the human character, the temprations
to opprefs the

tramg ul\ will
Glﬂ'}m
evil, 'h he traufiction rl‘[‘a in thn
rivate foom  of Jullices’ houfes ;
particulaly if the aidof council (4
was  copremplated) " hould be ﬂﬁm!
W hatever may be the perve
whateveg may te the diltortion of law,
litle confolation canbe derived from the
mere right of uppcal, nce the sccumnla-
tion of ¢ofecould hardly be fultaised by
& poor Man.

!y THO. M'ﬂEAN.
Lancifler; Dec, 8,
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ilent of the United States, to the

Senate,

To the * of the United States, '~

v TN compllance with the desire of the Sei-
nate, expredsed in their-resolution of the 324
of Noverbery 8n he im ent of e
men in > of the United States, by
the mhn‘ﬁmir mm‘d now lay be-
fore the Senate a letter from the Secretary
of State, with & ipohlﬁculon of the cases of
MM hos heeh v
- THr JEFFER
“Deckmber 5, m:.

u:s*rr.n -
rmu the Searetary of State to the President,
= Department of State, Dec. 2, 1803,
8 A

to a resolation of the Senate
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justice of tho peace shall be |
made returnable iy threo moniths fmth | SNy &

pie, lndepfndeﬂl of uu!hq;ly. it wat'a
wile and necelfary amendment 1o the fe-
deral conftitution, Yo provide *¢ whar in
fwits ar common law, whers the valuz in
controverfey thoyld txcmtl twenty dol.
lars; the l”hl of trial by jury fhall be
En:fmu Amendments, garticle g,
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ty of the Bill, itis ineme |

the im

the (tite; and fimilac cafes will be deter.
mined very differently, when many hoo. /|
dred individual . magltimem are to ~give
T'o repeatthe language of a ves
nce ** that neg,l‘lihumls e

eftablithing an ariftocracy, the moﬂ op- |
preflive of ablolute goveenmeats,’ ou-

E:nr, the helplels and the -
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flion of facts, §

whm

m
day of sﬂﬂmhﬂl the |
Loll!iluﬁon sent o unn

by
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