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ntry of Louisiana, I con-'

plon of taking & ramble tither.’

- Lthercfore d to the Spanishgovernment,
rawuﬁgﬂuemmﬁ'ﬁ'w.u'
ﬂwwwﬂwyvbﬂﬂphlmi. :
- 1 For that purpose I left Natehes the Sth of
narch hist, and have been since that time
through various parts of Louisiana, but prin-
‘on Red o 1 bave kept an acen-
te journal of my travels since Tleft Charies-
m:ﬁd-tith notes and observations
this time i$ swelled to a considera-

days ago'I received a letter from

'Gov. Claiboine, of Natches, informing me of
. thecession of this country to the U. States,

e the medium througl
t infoemation has been

: ‘M; nineteen-twentieths of-,wlrm'
wl

speak none but theis native
understand but little of the gov-

e Spitcd atey, . My rogm bas

b % s every day since I re-

c¢ived Governor Cliborne’s letter ; some ha-

ving Hedrd the vepart, and wishing to Jearn
o P s S

e tryth of it ; others to obtain seme know-

atof

e | 5

of these powery
A pidty in their
by their en-
by experience,
European colony had to ex-

pect, situated four or five thousand miles from

hie to be

2

knew,

llihhbmuuhdn;utyuhugnhnn- :

sylvania, aod in many respects possessing su-
mmm.
LT ¢ v
rence is entirely to be attributed

“ difference of government.
Wﬁhﬂ to the.

France and 0l have
the mildness of the A
Itdnterferes with no ane's religion, but pro-
tectanll. Tes dis 0 encourage com-
mierce, agriculture, navigation, ma-
nylactures,

resented to them

arts and sclence ; and that they |

will now be wader & government that will ne-
ver sell them, and that is able, and will always
be to protect them, and whose fitan-
cés are such, that they will not be oppressed
with taxes.
Assome d
will
same extracts from my
it, which must he in a o
pich e bode
er hope has not already becomo tire-
some, and which bas no other recommenda«

escription of this country, which

manner,

tions, than the novelty of the subject, and &

wrict adherente to truth.

“The island of Orfeans, which forms part of
hm\thea:ided’lhemniuip-

plriver ¢+ the sotrh end of it forms ane part

of the mouth of the river Bulize, and Is o |

m It ts bounded on the ‘east by Splrigu
bay, the lakes Ponchirtrain and Mau.
tepas § and north by the Bayan Manchack, or
T T
w when the 1
 otbhen that diver in Nigh, its waters b
through the Bayan, fulling into lake Miare-
from thence to end from

Py,

thence into Spiritu Santo bay, ’
mm.m.aahmmmtmm
Aboet tse middie of it_on the

1 hers s ane large hundsome
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rg;rc@gmwg,mnm st |
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to the inhabitants of this part

. i the district of gﬂun. in nearly
8% [} 100 miles by 50, ° hi-"unh.lic”rich, and,
Aod Ssarypetied with S

: .*uﬂ:&. )
Tt mogrpe g -

how small s its ress |
to lhll:“:fale! !

vees of

can governmenat. |

become part of the U:;;d States,
l'uptcl{:: i '

the bounds of & let- |
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lly fall til they become too low to cult

Il

ments.  These plantations are interchange-
"ubly planted in sugar cane, rice, corn aud cot-
ton.. Nothing cun exceed the luxuridhey of
their crops.  The population of the island of
Otleans, including the town; may be estima-
ted at 20,000 inbabitants. © On the opposite
side of the river is anotherisland; in Innﬁ
about 170 miles, formed by the Bayan.
Fosh, which, like Manchack, is dry at low
“water, but at high wat%r a large ship might

into “Vermillion bay, nearly 100 miles west of
Orleans.  All alonig the banks of La Fosh, for
70 ot 80 miles, is as thick settled as any part
of the hanks of the Mississippi.

“There are several other islands along the

are’some settléments, particularly one called
Baceatarin, at which | was. Among these
bays and islands are found; in the greatest
ction and abundance, turtle, fish, oystefs,

te. and in winter plenty of fowl. Farthet
to the westward on the bay, is the lirge rich
settlement of Tackepa, interspersed withbeau-
tiful prairies riversand creeks, someof which
a vigable Jor small vessels. - The popuin-

- tion of this district is 965 families ; they have
“larRe stocks of very large sizéd cattle; make
consideruble sugar and cotion for. cxporta-
e .
'North of T i s and directly bagk of it,

—
Abb.

fed Chef 'ﬂ.

i amd ies into the

11 Gulf of Mexico, at Tuckepas . Thisis a purt

of the Mississippi that breaks out about two

. hundred miles wbove New-Oricans, just be-

low and in sight of the mouth of Red river.

The navigation of Chafieli has besn conside-

rably obstructed for some vears past, by drift

I| wood, that in foating down the Mississippi,
I has lodged i its rnn:tsh. '

Nogth of Appalusa, and joining, begin the
settiements on the waters of Red rivers This
river heads in the same mountaing of the Mis.
souri and the river Grand, which separate the
wateérs of the Mississippi and the Gulf of
Mexico, from those of the Western Ocean,

Red riveris near 2000 miles in length; it falls
into the Mississippi about 300 miles from ity
! mouth, and is navigable, it is.said, for bosts

first Wigh land that will admit of being seitled
| lon account of its overflowing) is . Jzavial,
i which is about 75 miles up it by water, and
I 40 miles shove the amouth of Black river.

water : itis a beautiful preivie, on the south
side of Red River, about 30 miles, i length,

I
\
| ded with thick wood, interspersed with hand.

some clunthy of treesy tulled over with fine

gras, and settled ol round the edge in a cire

cular form.  Their ficlds are in the prairig, in
i fromt of thelr houses,&the coutre of the praivie
(which is not cultivated) is covered with cate
theof x vevy large size: Tpassed TNFOUGh Tza.
vial in the month of Marcht I accumtely
{| nscertained the number of families, which is
296, The land; when ploughed, has & very
rich appéarance, wnd preduces corn and cote

ton abundamly, but not to be "‘"-F"“"‘
the river lands, orthe A or Tuckepa
Red riverare some

prairies. On each side
| scatiering scutlements for about 30 miles, to
f Dayan on which are abbut 100 fa.
| milies.  The land bere, in point of fertility,
is inferior 1o nane in the world | and for abeut

40 miles hence, o the of the Ap-
usa yan Hebert and
yan (on which a few settiements are

bq'unﬂnhmmh vich, and

as well © &% AN canbe. Iths
perfectly level, (rese 8 river bed) the
20 feet deep, snd like » bed of manore,
Hi.lnrmd river, the baoks and low
grounds ( wre § or 6 miles wide) are
nearly of the same us the lands on

Bayan Rapide, with only difference, be-

:otuwm somewhat looser, which s
rhaps

WO D RN RS s hh wai e nmh 8 WA

" g -

" "
| L A ¥ Ly ; A ,W

vate ; |
it never can admit of but one row of settle« |

Gulfof Mexico,west of Mississippi, on which §

more than 1300 milesy . In ascending it, the ||

& 4 or 5 in breadth, ofan oval form, surropn- ||

PSRN

- com, eotton and tobuccy,
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“From this place’ the great western foad
es off towards Mexico, and it will ever be
n important' place, being the keyto an im-
nense rich cotmtry. The population of  the
fistrict of Natchitoches,isbetween 4 ard 5000,
The low grounds of Red River, are generally
5 or 6 miles wide, and no seil can be richer,
d nearly all like ;considerable partof which

fis overflowed annyally
|but' it _continues wp Lut a short time and al-
and rises no more il the same time the next
years . There, are ficlds that from the best
account | can obtajn have been planted suc-
| cessively for near 100 yéars in corn or tobacey,
I and never known to foil in producing plentiful
| €rops, nor is the soll apparently in the least
exhamted. Itis particularly fuvoursble for
tobacco, which grows remarkably Jusuriant,
whm u very %ne ﬂ;\'our. The soil hh“ a

eimprégnatioh, which imparts somethin

of it to the tobacéo, mp. : .
The ‘well and Mver water is somewhat
brackish.. Iam convinced that one hand
there can mikke a8 much tobacco, in & sen-
mz"ufwf'or five on the best lands in Vir
pinix or“Nomth-Caroling, It is made with-

out any hills Being raised, and grows so quick
(from the strength and | the soil).
that they usially ntl‘ it three times: when

prepared for market, it is stemmed and made
into twists ol five pounds cach. :
From 80 to 100 bushels of corn can be made
‘tothe acre, Colton produces equally well,
, The gardens on the natyral
| not be made richer with manu, ¢) are potdess
et testod The tery v MR SO
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A 5

BT d, ™

12 78 e helghbaurbood of Nalchitoches sre
severel salt springs, the waters of which are
ot Jeast three times s as sen water,

' Two men, with 10 or 12 old pots and kettles,

! ﬁrp!y the settlements on Red river with
| salt. “The springs are slmost nexbaustitle,
| and would admit of very large quantities of

splt being made from themay ;

There are likewise plenty of iron and cop.
perore, pit coal, shell and stove lime. The
different hranches of the river, the lakes,
crecks and buyans, sbound with very fine fish,
cockles, soft ahelled wurtle and shrimps, and
in winter great varietics of wild fowl. . This
country is far from being sickly, The river
being very deep, doea not get mugh hested §
houses are immediaiely on its banks, which
are kept porfectly. clean : and the water being

"saltish, preyents the cxhulation of sickly va-

|| Pours and it is happily freed from many of

| thpse troublesome ipaects 0 common in the
|| wouthern statesy particularly the Led bug.
i| The musquito is very rarely sgen here.

{1, + . The high lands, which are all . vacant: snd

|! unsettled, ave covered with a,thick growth
| Izavial is called np island, and is so at high |

of oak, hickory, ash, gum, sessafras,

o grape-vines,, ke. intermized with
some short-leaved pine,and interspresed with
| prairies, creeks, lakes and fountains ¢ it 1 not

mountainous hut gently rising hills mnd vals
lies, snd generslly & strong clay soile  But
::u Wﬂdl“ n!Ll.h the tmhnlm tn‘:.lmd:
very mnch injured by the ntburving
of the woods b’ - \
ooy

| m q
"‘ﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬁ-. begios aboul 50 or 60 miles
the upper settlements, and extends 4
500 miles. The river there never over-

its banks ; the low grounds are wide
& from the river, for 40 miles on each sidethe
lands are remarkably vich, interspersed with
hagdsome beattiful streamvand foun-
taing | also quarries of freestone, lime, fMlint,
slate, grit, and almostevery kind of stone,
Abost 80 or 90 yesrs ago, n number of
Frenchmen settled on this part of Red river:
they built & merchant mill, with burr-stones
(which they
tivated whest in the prairies with wuch swes

) " gL O -
cm.uhmi’ﬁ'!m,a.; VAT = i
Rl -

ol e o shrs Weunns o ||

fn the ronth of April ; -

t ways falls in time to plant corn snd tobacco,
conveniently pass thro’ its.  This Bayan falls |

soil {lor they can=s

2,

mhﬂﬂ_lln:.lhithlﬂuu- b

g?ﬁihilitmmyﬁchmﬂ repairel] tithes.

mines,ns rich as L from which

he,has takenore and had it proved. - He like- -
‘wise described to-me aqtarsy of slate, that is
on the bank of the river; i bich flakes

which flzkes
1nay be talien seven of & ‘rﬁv pen
fectly true, and .u:mthi }aﬁm
the source is it ' * He ‘says the
prairics in that country are full d‘m
| wild borsus, mules, sntelopes, and-a repiar
ble mclﬁ-ﬂ‘mhgvhu navels
lhﬁl‘b‘ﬁ y M e $ A e v

-

are on

. Inascending Red river,about S0 m '
the mouth of ity Black river Talls in on.
north side » this is slwdys a clear f '
streain, for 5 or 500 miles.' A
up'it, it brapches, st the same
| different divections:.- The  eastern br
‘called the . Tensaw, s navigable for-
miles, affords rich Jand which is &ll vacan
The middle or main branchy, called Washeta,
s navigable 500 miles, on which is anold get-
S e
i ore, enty of very | TRl &bt
grind-stones.  * The western cbranch, @
Catahola (on which are 30 or 30 families iew-
ly settled) runs through o beavtiful rich p
rie country, in which is ' large lake ;
Catahola Lake, . On this lake are' said to be
a great number of salt sprifigs, and very re.
markable accounts are given- of the fish end
fowls with which it abounds.—On the rive
called Ozark, are mithy valuable tracts
land, same of which ure settled, - The ,
of White River mndSain( Francois, b -
‘. From the lower: petflement; at Sems
| .Gn:ie.to, x tlements op the Mi
ryt] t Te !

ing pouio 100 o b, 3

i
" 60,000,
Ko

- vast importance. - The extent of L
ing 1500 miles in length, snd not less than.
200 in width, will admit of its being divided
into four states at'lemste s~ 0 otr 0 T
Travelling up the Mississippi some
ago, ltoutpaiuto.::e;b!:in the oumber of
sugrar plantations, ! {
of wgﬂ tnade ‘apnually oum Tnth
14 below NewDrleans, and 84 above, inall
78 ; andthey averaged anmually about 75,000
weight of sugar, besides a proportionable
quantity of rum and wiolasses. - Considerable
sugar has been made in-Tuckeps, but 1 have
not been able to ascertain the quantity ; but
in examiv ing that part of Loulsiana Uhat will
answer the cultivation of sugary viz. on the
Misstnsippi, for 60 miles below New-Orleans,
ancd 60 miles shove ity with Terre Beul, and
the bayan St Jobn's,' the bayan La Fosh,
Tuckepa, lndinq;i:bm at jeast, 1000 su-
plantations made to these
& m-cd“wemhich ll‘.'ﬂql::l out =
vually 75,000 (hogsheads, - of 1000 pounds

weight esch, besides a proportionable quan-
tity of rum and, molunses. - + .,
capshile of

o The lands on Red river alone, are
producing more tobacco than s now made in
all the United States, and ot less than one
| Tourth part ofthe labour-; and in Ul Louisi-
Il ank, I ihink wore than fen times as much
eotton might be made asin the U o
~—The extreme iihlomh country, the
vast quantities of four, beef, pork, o
sagar, ke, which it would yield with the pro-
ducilons nl us mines, '

posal of vast ql'ol‘liti-nanml lands
T il KA
1 .
caleylation. - ol iy
be westerns boundary of Lovisians is not

under

sscertained, and there ure various opinions
shoat It The of the Gevernor of
at ends, and that of the

miles west of the port of Natehitochen, on the
Red River Mhhﬁmmm
eVET WAN ANy Agreement the

vernthents of France and Spain, c-unm
tanee | for wherever the line is, H must ron
through a remas rich und fertile coun.
try ; and & few miles ¢ way of so Jong &
um:h‘t ;

The Ozan tre arace of Indians living in a In Lowisiava (ax inall Spanish countries)
prairie between Red viver #nd & branch of || the Roman Catholic teligion Is the anly ong
the wrh, st 3 remarkeble lufme springs © || tolerated.  Some amoog them (who sre
they formerly comisted of near 2000 warriors, WJ sttached to that relighon) have ex.
bt hear twoahirds of them were destroyed pressed 1o me their fears, that when thée A.
by the sma a fow years They are meriean ' i entablished over them
in shee giganiic, and in cruel aml || they will mot be permitted to worship as
ferocious | they are always at war «ith their || plessey but § Bave dsstired”
SR s - | s

e .
ninrds, ' metly sn abbot in Prance, and o

| Something wore than twenty yeam sge || few who, during the lte disturbances there
“'ﬂmﬂt*”* ) 10 1. ‘mh :
soithe this cogmry 1 for this soms  witheyt &
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