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From the Charleston Gazette.

0 DE
“Written by Mr. J. Hodgkinson, and sung on
the day set apart by the Citizens of Ame-
rica, to celebrate the peaccable acquisition
of Louisiana.
~Tune—$ And this is law I will maintain.”
"“WHEN Superstition held her rod,
O’er Europe’s sons degraded ;
"Man's life depended on a nod,
His ev'ry right invaded !
" Fair Liberiy her exil'd hear,
Hid from despotic sway ;
And many a bitter tearshe shed
Upon her weary way.

" No séttled habitation she

For ages e’er could gain ;
The earth, o’errun with bigotry,
To hear her would not deign :
*Till Enterprise, discovered had
A region yet unknown
To this she flew with soul full glad,
And claim'd it as her own.
Columbia she named the land,
And vowed they'd ne’er séver ;
This is the soil for freedom’s band,
It shall be free for ever.
And when oceasion call’d her forth,
To war against oppression ; - S
God call'd a WasiNcTON to earth,
T" assert her due possession,

- One dark’ning spot she saw remain,

Yielding to foreign force :
This she petition'd Jove to gain,
To illumine Freedom's course. -

"The Deities assembled soon ;

‘I hey heard the message given ;
And to decide upon her boon,
Was riow the cause of Heaven,
2lars rose, and this opinion gave =
I'll lead them to the ficld,
Columbia’s sons are truly brave,
Their rights they ne'er will yield.
When Peace and Mercy, hand in hand,
With Pity at their side,
Cried, let not blood imbrue the land,
Where Jirtue shall preside.

" See Furope and her slaughtering hosts,

Humanity afMight !

There let Ambition muke her boasts *
There lead her sons totight :

But let Columbia, great and free,
Away with maddening rage :

iler rights assert with dignity ;
If forcede=the war then wage.

Savs Jove, by Styx, T think it bost,
I hope vou will agree,

To grant fiiy Likerto's yarmest—
LOUISIANA's TREL!

Peace wav'd her olive-brinch— Thuth ctied
Al sanetion the decree.

May patrint I7dom <111l preside,
LOUISIANA's FREL !

SPEECH of Mr. Sosenh Alston, jum. in the Le-
gistature of South.-Carolina, en the prroposed
Amendnient to the Constitutio:,

[Concluded ) -

- REJECTING these attempts at yeconci-

ling the coutradictions I have mentioned,

withthe intention of these who forined the
constitution, shall we be betrer satisfied with
that founded on the compromise between the
federative and popular principles, which the

pres ntynode ofelection is said o preserve 7

No sir—t00 many better modes of effccting

that compromise, had it been desired, pre-

sent themselves—Dbetter modes, in as much
as they would have secured to us, with more
certainty, the advantages attribmted to the
compromise ; and, at the same time, effcet-
ually have saved us from ull the inconven-
fences of the present mode.

———

These contrary
provisions of the conititution, then, beine
thus irreconcilable upon any olthose 1::‘4:!1"1!;
which have been suggested, o which, in my
opinion, may be suggrested 3 hey can only,
as | before observed, be attributed to the o-
versight of the conventions ‘The manifest
tendency of the amendment, therefore, ine
stoad of overturning, is 10 preserve vour con-
stitution ; since, without being thus amended,
iU s impossible it cun be cartied into execu-
tion, nccording to the spirit in which it was
formed.  This is ul) that is simed ot by
amendment; it goes no Grther than o ren-
der the constituiion consistent with itsclf,
A failure of clection Ly the prople, it is to be
remembered W not conbined merely to the
case which Iutely occurred—=two 'prnf.hn
Raving an eanal nuniber of votes, and those
a majority of the whole. 1t extends also,
to the case ol no person having a- majority
of the whole ; acane, whicl, wheneverpublic
corruniion snd private intrigue make great.
er DrosTress ﬂln’l"f“' s,

rrait s

% 00 1% a melaneholy
certamly will, and whe Ny 1N l'u.nl.
LN e s tead nl'f.lu lm"“eq‘ mans “\”“.:
v will happen much more frequently than
the mther.  Here the rn:h{ oft the huse “l‘
represeatntyves to decide, remamns untouch-
ed. The s mendment, in the other instauce
merely recteaing their right of decision by

preveating the securrer e of a case lor that

decision, and this ¢ nlv. becavwse - the occur.
F aine

rence al such a case has been fonnd s aheo-

ey incampatible with the right of-clection

P svinusly piven 1o thie people.

Steaking of the fuilure of clestion by the
l“"""' et elietion by the House of Hn-:"f.
sentatives, T eannot avenid notie iy
ol the

1 1
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? here one
many contrscictions, into which the
2\ of some ﬂf “lc ﬂ:tp‘r‘*-'l « of Lhe ths: FMotls
in e nrinsiple, has Jead them.

B T ety (oars the vehement opposes
tha

The danger
llf
amendment, whose, speech 1 Just now
fqonted) which mast alwavs attend siich an
inparant elsction, asthatof el magisirate

Ol Uie United Dlates, was meart to by aveid.
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ed, by diminishing the chances olits frequent

recurrence. So two persons are put in a

condition-to act as President in succession,
to prevent both the evils of vacancy and of
a recurrenceof choice more frequently thun
once in four years. - Yet, strange it mav ap-
pear,oneof the argumzntsagainst the amend-
ment is, that it tends to render a choice, in
the first instance, more certain ; and con-
scquently, to diminish the chances of that
very frequent recurrence of election, so much
dreaded by the constitution ! An apprehen-
sian indeed, is indnlged, that if this amend-
ment be adopted, two persans both ‘qualified
to act as president, may not be selected for
President and Vice-President. A fear is
entertained that, by-allowing the elector to
designate, his obligation to vote for the two
ablest mzn among us, will be lessened. "As
the constitution now stands, (continues the
speech Just read) each elector is- to write
the names of two persons on a piece of pa-
per,called aballot.  Either of the two persons
thus voted for, may be the President, and
the:elector cannot know which ; this affords
the «most powerful inducement to vote for
two, hoth of whom are qualificd for the very
impotant office.  I'or it is not only uncer-
tain upon whom the choice will fall, at first,
but the one renumininewill certainly be Pre-
sident upon anv contingency, which shall
remove or incanacitate the fivste The an-

swor to this, howevct, has, no donbt, already

suerested itsell te every man, who has heard
the quatation.  Were the uncertainty which
were to be President, the only indueement
with the elector ta select two Jersons, hoth
qualificd for that office, this surely could
furnish no objection to his being allowed to

“designate : since the very circumstance of

his designating, at the same tme that it des-
troyed the in lncementy would destroy also
the necessity of his voting far two persons
thus qualified.  But this uncertainty is not
thz only indune=ment: theve isanother, and
an cqually strane inducement, in the contin-
{;'ent:'\' of the Vice-President beine called to
actas President. “Uhis inducement, howeveér
will be as powerful under the amendment
as it now is; the President will be equally
exposed to aceident § the Vice-President will
be equully certain of succeeding bhim. 1 see
10 reason, therefore, for supposing  that, by
adopting this amendment, we shall lessen the
necessity on the partof the elector, of beinge
as careful in selecting the persons he votes
for as heretofore,

I come now, Mr. Chairman, to the leading
argnment of eentlernen; the encroacliment
which, it is suid, the amendment will make
upon the federative priircip'es of the consti-
tution, and the consequentdangeritthreatens’
“to the small states.  Let us examime this,.—
Asa preliminary observation, 1 must remark
that, however naturataconssyuence this dan-
gerto the small states many seem ol an en-
cenachment upon the federative principle
in theory, it is practically falses  Adopting
for a moment, the common error, that the
interests of the northern and sovibern states
are differert, and euppusing all the small
states collected at one pointy, and the large
ntates at the dther, the friends of the federa-
the ‘l!‘illilll(' might, with reason, dread ewe Iy
encrouchment upon it.  But there is, fortue.
nately  for ws, such a happy geographical
intermixture of great snd small stutes, that
there cannot, by passibility, avise a question,
in which the interestsol extherwill brarrayed
in appoesiticn 1o the sthere There is not a
single small state which s not complerely
protected by similarity of interests with some
neighbouringgreat ststes Thus, New-Hamp-
shire and Nhode-Ishand are closely connect-
ed with Massachusetts— Connecticut and
Viermont with New-York ¢ Penmaylvania
shelters New-Jersey and Delaware ~-Mary
lund is eentiguous to Virginia=—and MNork-
Corolina 18 nwarely surrounded with smaull
states.  Hence, in all questions which hove
divided vy, ench party has consisted, indise
eriminatelyy of large and_small states.  ]n
our clections, particulurly, there have lLeen,
invariobly, as wany small states gratificd by
the resvlt of the popular choice, ts were Jise
appointed,  This intarmixtyre « fl..rl:clml
small states s an importegl coniderations;
and. in my opinicn, will always prove a cheek
as effcetual in preventing any attack Ly the
former upon the latter, as the federntive op-
panization of the senate would be 1w the ul-
timate success of such an sttack. In the
senate, the el influcnce of the small states
is put hevond the reach of hozard @ st leawt
it cannot be destpored Lut with thede own
consent, and as i is hardly within the scope
of vemiote possihilities, their own consent
should be obtaiped. that equal influence must
be premanent.  And while it ix so, where.
ver may he the disposition of the large states,
the smuller, forming so decided a8 majority
as they dp. can have little 1o apprehend.

Great stress has heen Liid upon the facility
with which the present amendment will ena.
ble the large siates to combine and give a
succession of Presidents to the union, to the
totul exclusion of the smaller states. [t
how Las this been shewn ! Assertion is the
omly argument that hus been offered 3 and |
contess myself too dull 1o discover, from my
own ingenui'yethe maode in which this com.
bioatien will be etlitated, In ull ‘pu!lnl‘nr
elections, the larpe states will, no d
Kave the advantape. Thev-have the advan-
tapre nowe=they will have the advantage un.
derth
will e

i,

amend ment-« byt howthe amendment
reare that advantage, i bevond my
comprehension. Tt has. indeed, been stated,
thut, by not Jdesignating, the small states,
in other words, the minority, will always be
able to select, at least, from the twn persons
voted for by the majaiity i and, thus, it has
heen trimmphantly exela med, a single small

sale may determine the fate of the election |

ae

Yes sir-~ind has not 2 #ingle latge state,

| from the indiscriminate manner in which we __

vote, the same power in thwarting the gener-
al will ?_It has,and greater. There must be
a ereat equality between parties, whea a
small state can turn the fate of an election---
there must be a great inequalitv, when a
large state cdnnot. Besides, against whom
are the large states to direct these combina-
tions 7 Against the smul! states ? The small
states will not be objects of their jalousy.
If combinations do arise, it will be combina-
tions of great states-agunst great states ;
the small states will be cal'ed in as auxilia»
ries, and will thus always have it in their pow-
er to inclin the balance.

Amidst the long train of horrid consequen-
czs, however, which prediction has attached
to this amendment, like the fiery tail of a
destructive comet, these combications are
not the most dreadful. - The amendment
has been seriously declared to be the fore-
ranner of nothing less thana total prostration
of every federative [eature in the constinftion
—the prelude to a general consolidation of the
union.  With the same propriety might it
have been declaved the forerunner of the
prostration of the firmament, or a prelude 1o
ageneral cousolidation of the various parts
of the varth. 1 do not know what extrava-
gant projects the wickedness or ambition of
individualsinsome states may haveconceived.
but that snch projects may devive the simal-
lest snpport {rom the adoption ol this a-
mendment, appears o me one of the most
eatraordinary apprehensions  that ever was
indulre!l.  There are ceriain messures, itis
true, in theaccoraplishment ofa great design,
which, Teadine naturully, one to the other,
are, each, to be as sedulously puneted aveinst
as the ultimate objects Thus, the estahlish-
ment of a permanent militury fuce, the' of
20,060 troops only.aight reascenably alarm
114, '['t'.‘f_"‘.'}' thousand Lroops aiohe, ore not
dingeerous s buttbey furmsh the means of
thtaining an 100000 100000 Sapnish the
means of obtaining any rumber,  and thus
a military d':ﬁprlti'im n:i .‘_!'I! lret} onsequen-
cese  Did this amendment berlitte the pro-
gress, u single step, towards the evil appre-
“hended, the same reasoning would apply.,
But is this the fact 7 No Sir—irstead of vy &,
destrov tvenry featnre in the moae of ¢lee-
ting your executive, and the encmies of ssate
sovereipnty will be as far from ¢ffecting a
consolidution as they now are,

With regard to the fuderative principle ge-
nerpily, 1 cmdidly confess Lprefesit, 1 pre-
fer it, however, not because [ suppose there
is danger in the admission of the popular
principls, so far as we have admitted it—the
reasons | have mentioned lorhid such an idea.
My preterence is founded mercly. upon this
great political truthy thaty among states us
among incividuals, the smallest share ol pow-
er, the smallest righty, never shovld Le sur-
rendered, but where unequivecally necessary
fey the better maintenance of the rights re-
tained.="The surrcz o o7 the federanve
principle, in my ¢ pinion. w0 not s impe-
l'iﬂll.'&l}‘ NUCESSOry ; I could have w ished,
therefure, the constitution bad adopted it in
full forces  There could |ave Leen no good
reason for supposmg that oo governmenty pre-
Cicated npon complete state equplity, organ-
ised in the same manvery ahd hvasted with
the same powers, as the government ol the
preseiit dayv, would have beon loss officients
This opinion may be rash—a shoittime past,
and it certainly had been deemed heretical
Itis worthy of remark, however, that those
who hove bLeen hitherto accustomed to ex-
press the warest admiration of the federst
constitution—thore W '_.u have deived thgir
chiel merit frem the ungualificd adorstion
they were inclined 1o pay t=—aute the very
persons now Yo zealously epposed 1o the a-
mendment, because 1t threatens to encrouch
upon the federative principle & W Ly 17 «n, Jet
me ask, was not this same zeal loribe ledera-
tive principle displayed in 17721 W here
was the puardisn genius of the smaller states
at the momentous petiod ol considermg the
constitution ! Sunk intwe deep a sluniber 10
be wroused ! The principle of state equality
was abuandoned, the const tution was sccept-

}-rd AL lengthe indgedal seepsthat - spirity

which never should have slept, has awaken-
edl ; but awakened, alas ! oo Jate. if there be
danger in a deviation from the federative
principle, 1o save the smuller states from the
cflfects of their temerity.

I repeat, siry & preferthe fl'lh'r‘.'lti\cpliiui-_
plei and were we, instead of amending »
single srticle, about to form a constitution
de novo, no man would be found o more stre-
nucus advoeate for it than | should.  But
having sbandoned thet prineiple in the great
outlines of our constitution-=huving consent-
ed to ity relinguisliment, where only the re-
linguishment conld have been attended with
danger==| cannot conceive whonee this ex-
treme solicitude of gentlemen [or its preser-
valion in the more subordinnte parts | a soli-
citude which, in purstiit el an imeygimary
good, would expose us to dangers, the muost
real and formidables  As welly it appears to
ey might the unnatural mother, whose own
negligence hud brought death upon her o-
tunt, wffect to bewail, in straims of loudest la-
mentation, that the Eyyptisn art of embalin-
ing wis no more, and that she could not re-
tain forever, the loathsome mummy of that
faie form, which, when adorned with all the
graces of health and animation, she was s0
Iittle anxious to preserves  Or, o illostrate
stll more clearly the concern of gentlemen,
as well, I should rather have said, might the
courtezan who had, an hundred times, grant-
ed the last favour to her paramour, aflect to
tlush at the accidental exposure of her bo-

som 1o his gaze. V/hat!l you admit, in the
full eanfidence ol secunty, the popular prin
ciple in the legislative branch ol your go-

l .

vernment®you behold, without fear, far
states forfing a majority of the wholein the
federal house of representatives ¢ and doyou
tremble at the thouglits of committing the
election of your executive to the people ¢ Noy

you have noabjections that the popular prins
ciple should prevail in the election of Presi-

dent ; it is the appointment of Vice-Presi-
dent only, about which you are thus solicit-
ous. Of Vice-President 1 A mere spare top-
mast, to use the expression of a lormer mem-
ber of this house, speaking of your Licuten-
AL goverior—a mere jury-mast, to be raised
oulv in case of some storm which muy shat-
ter'the main-must.  Strange contradictions !
Is the senate your shield against*the machi-
nations ol the large states in the Tlouse of
Representatives? It forms a sull stronuer
barrier to executive -encroachients.  Jrs

members are the constitutional centinels on -

the conduct of the President ; withont thei
consent—hut why should I proceed in expo-
sing the fullacy of an argument which must
be manifest to every man? Belore 1 lake leave
of this part of the subject, bowever let me
not withhiold the humble tribute of m+ adiu-
ration from the inrenuity and address, wath
which gentlemen have endeavored 1o enlist
under their banners the two strongest pas-
stons of a confederated republic—stite jeal-
ousy and state pride. Twill not trespuss up-.
on your patience, by entering into an histori,.
al examination.of the cffeets of these passion:,
but I will submit to those, who are so reauy
te excite them. whether they have not de-
stroved, at least, as many staies as they bave
['ll‘c;ic'. ved. Perbiaps, 1oo, it wonld not be diffi-
cult to shew, that,y in this country, more than
i any other, every unnecessary appeal te
them is carefully to be avoided.  So muny
causes combine tg keep alive a spivit of vigi-
lance among the dificrent menibers of the
contederacy, that there can be lictle appre-
Lension of their ever being lulled into wo
creduious @ security.  "Uhere is far morve

danger, on the other hand, of their vigilance

degenerating into an accursed jealousy which
at some fulse alurm, may burst the friendly
ties which connect them, and, instead ol one
powerful and happy confederation, present o
the eye of afflicted philunthropy, a vaviety ot
petty and invidious rivuls.

One more observation and 1 have done. It
is respecting the manner in which the popu-
lar and federative elections ave, at presenty
conducted.  In the popular election. the
¢lectors are appointed so short a time belore
the dav «a which they are to vote, that it is
itTl]:m‘"\i! le they can have the least commuiii-
cation with the cendidates o1 each other.
Tlhey ave. moreover to et in their respec-
tive stales—io vote afl on the same dany.
Thus mensged, a single avenue only is le't
open tointrigue. 1 ulfude to the oppertunity
griven, by the indiscrivhibate manner in which
Wwe now vote, to the gerson designated by the
public voice as Vice-President, 1o inipose
himself upon us, By corrapting the electors
of bis own stute, as President.  Thus, st the
late clections Mo Burr's influence in New-
York was supposed 1o be gigantic; 1 believe
mvsc[D it was uncommonly grest ; had he,
then, bren less rigdly respectful of the pub-
lic wishes than be has shewn himsell, and had
Lis infldence been great as was supposed,
how ensy would it have been for him, by cor-
rupting the electors of that state, or even ene
of them, to have become, by clecteral choicey
chicl magistrate of the union? ‘T'his, indeed,
was possible. without the smallest corruption
on lus pmt: there were fmany persons in
New-York who actually, from principle, pre-
ferred him to the successful candidate ; there
may be many in the state, from whence a fu-
ture Vive-President will be tuken, whe will
prefer him to the candidate for the presiden-
cy ; and, il we continue to vote as heretofore,
it will be equally easy for them to take nd-
vantage of the confidence with which other
states may vote for the twe together, and ex-
press their preference by voting for him sand
dropping the other.  Adopt the amendment,
however, and this averue, as well as every
other door to intrigue, will be closed forever,
W hatever may Le the disposition of the can-
didates 1o intrigne==whatever their talentye—
both, like arms inthe hands of hitn_ who has:
lost his sight, will be hurmless.

Let us now yeverle the medal, The peaple il to
make & thoice | Inliaomy 1he eleflion 1 catried (0
Walhingior-=the ¢leliars, nflerd <f beirp lestieved
cwes on immenls countiy, are col cfed all 31 one Lo,
sed that (poe ihe fnvniain beed of copruption,  lullead
of boiog chafen fo Mot a ilme Lelore the day ol woe
png that they cannot be even beand ol by tte und--.
driere=they are known many weeks bel 1e haed.  Ine
teigue hos tuli time 10 (prevd ber frares—every palle s
feitamt ety temper glcermined 5 ard the biity are liid
seeoiding 10 tha spproie ol the previbey sie deligned
for, The day of elebtion arniver! Thev, whaarg'o
decule the laie of your countis, mel 2l in one haily
groduslly leparate (nio itie elubs ara jevin 1.0l med
vith sil the toge ol paiy Zcol, plots are 1Pl —~ Mo
ehimstions 7er on loci | v d esch, embo dened by the
prevemce snd sadiefs of bis noighbor, o prejpared for
the moll nelenicon purpoles.  Su, the awlultair ol ong
hippy Polsod boa lo indeliby imprefled wpos my
wing the evile o0 digs eleHhoms, tha I ork back, with
fewangs boraer ng on hotror, 10 the day which pro-
claimed an eqhaliy of vores and » conleg emt reler.
#nce 1o the Houle o Regielenin ives. On that day we
fowed he leudr ol & Gruption, which il sot Lenely
cheiked By this smendment, wromifes 8 growth that
wo.id do honor 1o the rickell ol ol Europe! Sowed
ihe leeds of corruption, did 1 Ly ? On thet doy 1he
manller lprung tcio lile, like Miserva lrem the brala
of Jupiter, loli grown, gigemtic in hor Haeee snd me-
oaing v 0 ton iy with in | What theogh the ime-
pregushe virtue of the  then condidates dildeined her
slidance ! Her vidage wor marhed—ihe «fie@ he wan
o lenlend 1o preduce, weighed —ambition snd (et iguny
w every Lormer of your countiy, were rouled imio siiem
tiop=t thouland hope wuie lormed = thou!jnd pro-
A engendared—~which wit Yot & sl oppor,ani.
by 10 e anied inie anecution | Would you crudh thele
hopes, thele Lehemer tn embrye , sdopt the smerd,
menl belore your Theo, indeed, will the Popu s eles.
thon defer v e encociume it has received | Thes, jae
deed, may we loy wilh trath, walels all, or et pro
por ton of the wieclans st corrupied, o exiteme cale

ol d gravity oot probable in say consiry, i tan
bave o silursnce of lweels, ' " i
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