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 POLICY QF RUSSIA. ' cccd:d_.'Bntthoseihoarebe_stacquaimedw'uh l not to be assufaed that Russia is animated | lishment in the Mediterrahean, or on ilig gy
— Russia, confess the absurdity of attempting |! by that disinterested zeal thet has been itn-

THAT the B Revolution bus over-
throwa the anci¢ntisystem of the Balance of
Europe ts its foumtidzions, s a trath uni-
versully acknowlediged ;  and the oscillations
which have taken plgui: thepolicy of al-
most every state sinég that event, sufficiently’
orove thit none of thef yet fias settled itsélf
in its new situation and Pegained equiledritm.
A few years ago all Europe was leagucd
against France. - Prussis, hogever, soon de-
viated into a suspicious’ mentrality.—Russia
entered into the war i a passion and lefl it
in apét.  She formed anintiniate union with
the Ruler of Franceto adjust thg new terii-
torial arvangements and politicel infiuence
o ihe Cermanic Body; #nd now we see Rus-’
sia and France fullen’into open hostility, to
the indulgence of which, in deeds of urms,
physical obstacles seem alone to interpose.

Some of the French politicians have much
recommended a steady and constant alliance
between France and Russia, as calculated to
secure the tranquility of Furope, both inthe
North and South, by equally controuling the
powers that influcnce in each.  But that sys-
tem, though perbaps it night answer ex-
tremely well in quict times, &after a state of
power & possessionto which European nations
have beenteconciled by the time &habit, is not
likely to succesd when a general discontent
promptsevery one to covet & pursue some ob-
jecttochange orimproveitssiwuation. Far lesy
will it succeed when beth or ene of thepartics
is actuated by a vivlent and insatiable spirit
of ambition. France is now anjmated by
that spirit.  The French Government is not
disposed to secure the repose of Europe and
its oww acquisitions by forbearance, but by
action. Itis mot in the nature of things that
the French government at present should be
innctive ; indeed, if it-were 10 descend to
that system, its neighbours would, by mistak-
g quiet for imbecility, soon rouse it again
to activity. “All ambition of conquest and
aggrandisement is impelled by two princi-
ples. [t is in its own nature active and stir-
ring ; but as it always excites jealousy and
ill-will, it always has enemies ready to take
advantage of its indolence or want of fore-
sighte. Thus a conquering power is, in a
certain view of the case, always acting in self-
defensce, even when it attacks, We do nat
believe that the Frepeh government dare
cense 10 he restless, tucbulent and offensive.
The moment it adopts a pacifick system, it
will be assailed in its tarn and foreed to de-
fend itself, because in” its pacifick system
wonld its neighbours: discover a favourable
epportur;*y to rer@in or to acquire. Our
situation 1 India affords an apt illustration
of this nceessity.  No enlighlened statesmun
ever expiots vur vast empire there to be
long at peace. The moment we cease to do
mischicf we shull be called (o account for
what we have donee  Qure moderation will
Le weakness, so that we nwst be in perpetu-
al hostilitics with the enemies we End or
muke.

It is evidenty thergfore, that France and
Russia are not likely to agree in sharing the
government of the vest of Lurope. Buona-
parte indeed, there.ds reason to believe, bas
deceived the Emperour of Russia a¥ 10 va-
rious stipulations which forme.! the condie
tions of their momeniary union. But we
doubt much whether Russia, either seriously
expected that the King of Saedinia would be
restored, or obtaly an adequale indemuity.

But the French Government has probubly
disappointed the expectations of Russia, in
points of which the public is st present but
||||1w|frﬁl? ilormed,

I hewever the French Government Lias not

ket good furth with the eomi oSt Peters-. |

busth in promoting the objects of its amibi-
tion, the ministers of Russia bave shewn con-
tidecalile dexterity in pursuing its policy.
The establishment of the Republick of the
Scven ulands, which has, in Ld. become a
Russion colony, was a master stroke, and it
has been very skilfully followed wp.  Buona-
parte never committed a greater error than
in cuncurring o that estublishment for Rus-
sin, e has batterly repented of ity and there
wus o ttme when he medijated that oceupa-
flan of the Repiblic of the Seven lslands,
wiid’s Mussin under the favour of the present
circamstances of l".uropc. s so happily el
feeted, Tt will he remembercd, that in the
repart of Sebastianh, which, with meonceiva-
ble muedness, Buonanurte coured to be pub-
b, hvetly that vanouring coxcomb gave an oc.
*count of his reception af ohe of the 1slands,
and of the faveurable dispo:ition of the natives
10 peceies the Frenchs  This poerile publica.
tan.al the French designg woulid have in.

Coynt of Petgisburg been already sufficiently
l.;l'«pnﬂ l!o

Many cirewn -tances haxg concurred 1o
iew the extreme anxiery with which Rassia
Has luboured to advance her position 1o the
Bouth, Frverience has shewn that the
schieme of Pater the Gireat, of establishing o
great noavel Ppowar in the Baltic has labed, |

o eular Lacbarian which has fadled: yet in
wring that scheme be did all that naturg and
Giicumslances ail u.\:, .ull he |,|'\"'J)‘ g -

It iy gttt the only mreat desien ol that i
|
|
|

1

i

'

|

|

. . 4 |

|'."|" ‘vl '{lll\l] Lo anxCI Daly Tl‘f'll‘, "alt ot |I||.' ‘

- to raise a great and commanding naval force

irn a sea that.is frozen up six months in the
year, and manuing that pavy with boors.
The events of dn hundred years, and the
steady prosecution of a political system,
which in the hands ofa great power alwavs
ensures suiccess, hus effected Peter's objects,
and nofonly brought Russia into the Black
Sea, but given her the entire dominion of it.
The natigation of that Sea, connected with
the natfigaiion of the Mediterrancan, and
commetge which Russia may carry on, must
by degrees give her that navy which she
covetedy and with it zlmost all the other abx
jects of her ambition in the Sopth-Fast of
JE_urqpi. She soon may have the whole
sources, of the Tirki=h wWarine, once fur {rom
being despicable, “Bhe will with more [aci-
lity gain the inflluende she dedives, Her in-
fi spce in the North #was acquired by bloady
ware, in which she gained comparatively
nothing but reputation snd experiences A
more splendid reward awaits her if she con-
timues 1o pursue her obvious policy in the
Black Sea and Mediterranean.

Even during the wild and extravazant ca.
reer O Paul, the Mediterrancen was the
grand object with which the war against
France was connected. 1t was to Ialy that
the Russian army was sent. The ussian
flcet was sent fo the Meditervanesn. s
sian troops were sent to Naples.
of Sardinia and Naples were ke vnder e
protectionof Russis. The lome of Rassiawas
spread round cvery shore of the Moditerrar
an, that her reputation might precede and
cilitite her dominiom.  The same conmecton
with Italy and the Statés of the Modit rrane-
an, has since assiduously and afieciediy been
maintained. Theve can be no Goubl,
fore, that now Pussia, havinge obtomed an

I he kinees

Lheres

‘esiablishment in the Archipelago, iom wiich

she can influence all the adjoining vountries
of Greece, is determined v extend and con-
solidate her power in the south ¢f Eurepe.
She now will send forth her Neels and ar-
mics by the Sovth, instead of the North,
and ber name will rize to a splendour rovnd
the shores of the Euxine und the Mediter-
rancan, which 1t could never have guined
in the black and inhospituble 15giuns of the
EBaitick.

Tlic war between England and France bas

afforded to Russia everwv fucility she could 4

have desirved for theattainment of her ends
She has strengthened and fortilied ber peh-
tion in such a manuer as to bid doliance to
It would require a power-
ful expedition to dislodige her; but there is
litt}e probability that this country vould per-
mit France to distedpge Russia from an im-
portant position in which she wished o
establish bersell,  Our flect in the Mediter-
ranean therefore is the Bussian Reet. Under
itg protection Russia completes her designy
i Whe Greecion Isjands, Nor do we con-
ceive that our fleet in the Meditervancan is
ill emploved in that servicee. We can ane
ticinate no danger 10 our interests from the
growth of a power in the south-east of LFu-
rope, whieh in all probabitity, must alwavs
be ithe rival of France for grestness and do-
minion, It is an ascendency which in the
present circumstances of Europe, c# neis
ther prove injurious to onr commerciul nor
polirieal interests, though fur ressons which
wiil be mentioned, it will tend for the mo-
ment to destroy every chance of an efficient
continental confederucy against France, It
may not hart our future interesis, but it will
not serve our preseit purposes.  There is
cvery teason to believe however that Minis.
ters havenot beenaware of the conscauences
ol ithe Russinn schemes in the Archipelago.
Nor have they bern insensible how this
country was indirectly promoting their auc.
cess,

Some conjecture 100, that unless the Grand
Sciguior affords every facility wfthe Russiun
projects=uniess he gives them the entire
command al the uul]lh'!‘!'ﬂ'h the Turks will
be altacked and the magnificent views of
Deter and Catharine may be realized. The
Russions bave a port and a depot in the
Archipelago, and they may attack Constans
UIH:;'h: oM every sides At any rate the
overthrow of the Turkish power in Europe
is but deferved, even if the present favoura.
ble opportunily were to be lost,

If our view of the subject then be correcs,

u coup de mutn.

the whole uhiu.t of Russia, in the event uf

a war with France, will be to strengthen and
confiern ber position in the Archipelago, and
by consequence extend her influence and
authority in the Morca, without risking any
thing to the shock of war and battles. She
will reserve her force and her resources for
that quarter in which France is likely 1o
excite upposition to ber views, and where
too she has most solid advantages (o uconire,

We have ever bean of opinion, sud are
still, that Rossia will not &t present attempt
to byng suy forces 1o act in the North, or
ot the Northern frontier: of France. It would
be tisking every thing, and nothing to gam
but reputationy which may be hetter acquired
i1 another qearter. Not to mention the want of
finuncial resourses the hopelessness of shaking
the malilary puwer of rance unsided ; it s

L Bbsurdities.

{ directly against the capital itsell,

————

putetl to her. Doubtless it is a desirable

“thing ™ that the power of France should-te
reduced, but will that fecling prompt Russia

10" dtcts when her losses wonld be her own,
and the advantages redound to her rivals or
her enemies? If Auvstria will nat move, will
Russia move fudther than heér own interest
dictates?

It is not to indulge political reveries, the

construction ‘of Wwhich requires some smalki-

collection of materials and knowledgey but
it is downright folly and igmoraneeé to takk
of Russia landing men in Holstéin, driving
the French out 'of Hanover, and such- ke

to create a divisicn in the Neorth of Edrope
by means of Russia afid Sweden, they w:il
shew themnselves grossly ignotant of the
means, the interédts, and' the nims ol that
power with which % y are desireus te con-
lederate. _

in the preceding part of this arlice we
have endeavour.d 10 shew *hae there way
very Jittle probubility of Russia making any
considerable eflurts by sea or fund srainst
France, in the North, and that her pelicy
would be to strengthen er position on the
Mediterramean, bidding defiunce 1o 'the' hos-
tlity ol her opponent. :

Itis«vident that the French Govermment
entertains much more apprehension of the
consequenees which may result from Russia
being permitted to pursue her schemes of
aggrandisoment in thit quartery than from
her exertions in the North.  Buonaprte is
fully sensilie thut he camnot directly, by
force of wims, preveht the completun of
the designs which the ‘occupation of tie Se-
ven Ishunds hizs begun.  His Redts are block-
aded 1y in Toulen, -and vo imtipediment ¢ x-
ist8 10 the indefintte extensivn of the Russian
forcey I the Tonion Ishinds, if the Tafks
corfirue to grant a free possage tirough the
2osphorus and the Dardanelles.

In order thercfore, to put a step w the
growing power and inlluence of the Rus.
sivrs, m the fnien Sea and the adagent
country, the Freneb Government seeus o
emnploy every efioet to prevail upon the Grand
Seignior to. shut the possaze of the Dos.
pharous. Tt perhaps, may be doubteds hot-
ever, whether the Turkish Goveramnent il
verture o do so.  “That passage was granted

. 1o the Russians, not fromy ignorance of the

danger with which the concessinn was preg-
nunte but from a conviction that it might
be extorted by force,  The Turks have now
fallen into an ablect terrenr of the Russian
pewery, and though they cannot doubt the
views of that nation, they are willing to
prechase @ respite at the expency oven of
mcreasing the turther danger. I the Turky
were 1o declare that no more Reedan ships
und troops shoutd pass the Bospliorens, s
gia it way be easily inwogined, would not
qlictly submit to that interruption ol -hee
[lans, It is the thjt-{‘l of the Frenih wo-

Favrement, bowever, 1o stimulate the Porte

to this measure, trusting that they should
be able to support thelr ancient Ally in her
resistunce, were Russia 16 attempt main-
taining this advantage by lorce.

The Turks, of themselves, are little able
to resist the power of Russing which in the
event of & war, would, perhaps, be bronght
Indeed
an attack upon Canstantinople, by sew and
lavd, which the Russiuns could make, would
in wll probability, be successful, as the Turk-
ish government is in no respect prepared
to resist it.  The French, indecd, would
supply them with officers, but the Turks are
tob stupid and presumpumons o be guided
by them. It was in Constantinople that the
Greek Emplire was yverthrown by the Bare
barians of the Cross and Crescent, while the
provinces were ‘s prey to anarchy and cen.
fimion,  The present state of the Turkish
Empire justifies the comparison. < The Rus.
siuns by their fleet in the Black Sea, might
even reduce Constantinople by famine, by
imercenting the supplivs which come from
the provinces on which it is now, in « great
mearure, forced to depend, since disorder
and civil war have raged in those from which
it formerly derived its subsistence,

But in case the Turks should, frem a
dread of the Russian pewer, still continue to
grant every Lcility for the extension of that
power, which they know threatens thor very
existence, the French government have not
failed 10 employ every act and suggestion o
alarm the Court of Vienma, respecting the
Russian establishment in the lotlan lelunds,
and its probable consequences, Tt cenainly
wears & suspicious appenrance, that Russia
should be collgCting so great a force in the
islands of the lonlan Sea. It i» ridiculous
to suppose that these forces are meant tn
attack the power of France in lialy, und 10
preserve the allies of Russia there.—Unless
the srmies of Austria were 10 occipy the
French elsewlere, all the troops Hussia
could ot present lend in "taly, would imme-
diately be defcated. That cannat be the
object. The Court ¢l Viennus not orly wmnst
evseriain some jealowsy ol & Rusien eotal

We bave eonstangdy wavned
our veaders against paying any” attemion 10
thesefooleries ; and if our Mimisters erpect

i e it e
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L grownyr power of Russio.

shores of Greece, which prebebly interferes
with its.own maritin:e prespects, but it can-
net-—be indifferent to-the possibility of an
attack on Constantinepic itselfs either now
or at seme future pericd, when Russia Las
united and consslidated the great meuns now
within ber reache 1o 2 very short time all
the Greceian iskinds, with their supply of sea-
men & will be at the disposal of Kussic.
It was considered very Goubtiul pohey of
Joseph 1L to concwr so far with the yicws
ol Cetharine, in her ploiis cfoverthroning 1he

i Turkish Empire. To' reduce 1o impoternce

an-enemy by whom the Sus@ian Monamchy
had so oftéen been Liguybd within a hei)
breadth of destraction, wes doubisess poli-
tick and wisey but it never can be the inteiest

-of that house to suffer the seat of the Turk-

ish power in Luvepe, aid with i, probably,
1s wost valfinhle possessions, to be tansfer-
red to Russiu. M. Segnir, the eldor, States,
in bis notes on Favier's celebraied Memeire,
that he-has frequently heurd Juseph 11 say,
*That though Austiia bad often been in
imminent toanger by the Twbuns, it would
be i a much worse state il the Russian
Bonnets vot Constuntinuple.”  Censidering,
indeed, that Russia is a veighbouring power
o Austria, considerving her vast power and
unbounded ambition, it cunvot e the inter-
est.or policy of Austria 1o copnive ot any
acquisitions that would render her still move
formidable. It therefore is-us much the
intefest of Austiia as of France, to wuteh the
The views ofum-
bition which are naturel to every grest stute,

_ and which the House *ofs Austtia *has als

ways cherished, must now take a pew e
rection.  The Josd of ‘the Netherlinds, has
rendered ail acquisition “in that qiarter im-
possibles  France and Prossia will never

L suller her to obram any Larther, or at Jeast

considerable, aceession of territory in Geis
manve  Lhe Turkish Smpire on evary side
presents tewpting booty.  Dut Russia is the
rival of such views, and will opyose them,
unless some phan of partiticn cun be adjuste.d
to satisiy bethe  In the tome manner Au-
ciria must naturally resist eny exclusive plan
of conguest which Russia way entertain™at
the expense of the Turkish Empire.

In this respect the views of Prussia, paist
be the same with those of Austria. She
must he led to oppose gvery acquisition ot
Dussia, for whigh she recctves no coniveldent,
bucanse she alveady feels e proponderance
of Russia in the politicks oi the Novih,

Il thew there be LRy reason o al'llt'.‘llll'lll
that Russia still entertains those gigantic
views ol ambition, which the overthiow of
the Turkich power is 10 satisfy, and which
her present conduct secin o COUMTERERCE,
there is little doubt that Austria and Prussiu,
both will concur wit! France inepposing hers
It is evident indeed that the French MOVEL L
ment has lehoured, and not withot® snuceess,
to alarm the jealuusy of the Camt of Viennu
Should Russia persist in thete schemies,
which manifestly aim at the very boeart of
the Turkish Fmpire, it weuld not be sur-
prising to find Austria opposing her Ly force
of arms. It may therefore be the policy of
France to instigate the Turks to a riplure
with ussia, in order 10 give employment
to the arms of the latter; and hnowing tao,
that in cese she were to Le successful Austria
would interfere to obstruct her complete
triumph, and the entire gratification of her
umbrion.

We shail not at present enter into any ex«
amifaticn how far the arms of France and
Austria, or how far a Vrench army, with the
concurience of Austria, marching by the
shores of the Adrintick, might oppose the
designs of Rusaia in the Movea, or even de-
fend the "Vurkish Empirey shovld it be o
tacked on eny other side. We have no
doubt, however, that every cflort would be
employed to compel Russia to abandon her
prev.  That enquiry, however, st present
might appear Unnecessary. :

If, however, the Russiap government be
sincere and disinterested in the hostility
which it professes to the system and princi-
ple of aggrasdizement pursued by Irance,
it will pive no room for suspecting the purity
of its intentions.  While Russia continues
to pursue objecie of ambition, which the
other powers of Europe must naturally op-
puse, it Qs in vain to espect that they will
confederate with her 1o act against France.
Her professions, therefore. are vain and nu-
gatotye  She in ellect ennlioms and strengtl-
ens that Power against which she avows
hostility. "1 he suspicious con'uct of Russia
in the Mediterranean, s ohe couse (among
others,) why Austria cannot’ be expecied o
co-operate in a war agwinat France,

1 then the Emperour Alesander means lo
exert the force of his Empire in the cavse
of independence and of Lurope, let him dise
clnim all personal viewselet him hold forth
growmds of condoct in which other nations
would concur==graunds of war on which it
wonld Le glorious 1o succeed, »nd in the
meintenance of which, «ven fwlure would

1 " [}
Le freefromdisgrace.  [Lon. More.Chromicle.
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