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=g 0. THE .
President of the United States
dnd the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
_tives of the United States of America, in
. Congrefs Affembled, -
HE MEMORIAL
Of the Merchants and Traders of 1the
€ITY OF PRILADELPAIAs
At 3 moment of diftrefls, and in a
Teafon of folicitude refulting from a novel
and peculiar affeQlion of the commercial
intereft of their country, YOUR ME-
MORIALISTS, as compofing 4 §rcat
proportion of that intereft in one of the
rincipal commercial cities of the United
g!ales, fubmit to you the following con-
fiderations, & o

Under the influence of a form of 'go-
vernment calculated to infpire confidence
in the Tecurity of our acquifitions, and
with a reliance upon the authority of the
nation, for prote&ion and fupport in all
lawful enterprile, the commerce of the
country has increaled in a manner almoft
unparalleled, and has widely extended a
fpirit of enterprife which has added 1o
the ftock of private wealth and enriched
the treafury of the nation.

By the exiftence of war in Europe, and
our neutral fanding with the belligerents,
our commerce was naturally and pecefli-
rily favored and flourithing ; conduded
upon fair and honorable principles, our
trade wanted no privilege bus the jult
privilege of its neutral charaéter, and it
needed no-favor but that which had been
yielded by the univerfal confent of civili-
zed nations.  Bat this privilege, we con-
ceive, has been denied to us, and a jeals
ouly of our enterprize and profperity has
excited a Gefign of checking the commer-
cial growth of our country, the fruit of
which has been an attempt to innovate
upon ancient and approved principles,
and introduce unhedrd of articlesand pro.
vifions into the code of public law, Of
this defign, of its origin and extent, your

. memoria'ilts are not left in doubt ; when
they confider the cpurfe and nature of
the (poliations which have been commit-
ted on the American commerce.

For a time, your memorialifis were
difpofled 10 regard the violence commirtod
on the vellels and merchandife of the citi-
7eos of the U, Srares, as the unauthorifed
acts of lawlels individuals ; for the 28
was well known, that many French and
Spanifh cruifers were on the ocean, with.
out legal commiflions, who feized with-
out authority, and robbed without even
the form of 11ial. They were aware, that
many inttances of violated right were
within the knowledge of the government ;
and anticipated the adoption of meafures
calculated 1o put a flop to the growing
miliiief,  They moreover reflefed, that
during a war between powerful maritime
ftates, it is the nnavoidable lot of the ney-
tral (o0 incur lofs aqd [y fFer inconvenience,
even from a fair exercife of the rights of
the be'ligerent ; and to be exnofed 10 im-
pofition and ourrage, praQifed fometimes
with the colour of suthority, and fome-
tines in delpire of both law and humani.
ty. Reftting, however, with confidence,
upon the proteRion, which they regarded
their government as bound to afford 1o
the fair and lawful trader, they fubmitted
to the prefent inconvenience, and referred
thenfeives to that prete@ing principle,
and to the integrity of the luperior tri.
bunals detore which the feizures of their
property would be fimally confidered, as
the furities of a certain, though diltant
retribution,

It becomes your memorialifts 1o fare,
that the preflure of thefe evils has great-
ly increalcd; and that others of even fu-
petior magnitude have arifen, which afs

fumea moitvalarming and ditrelling form, |

What were confidered as irregularities
infulceptivle of prevention, have, by con-
tnuance and fuccels firengthened in
regular and fyflematic plunder, What
were regarded as mifchicfs incident 10 a
flate of war, temporary though not re.
wedilels, are vindicated upon the ground
of right, and their practice is reiterated
under the suthority of government, and
receives the folemn fanction of the law,
From 1his flate of thirgs, your memorialifly
Percerve al once the wnovailing nature of
«n cfferts which may have been made by
their wum government for their-velief, and
‘aifethe ‘opbj: mature of all anticipation of
redrafs, spon 108 prounts they expelled,
Jrom the mflice of sthers, They moreover,
foiciee, in the prevalence of the principles
and in the contiopance of the pnﬁrcn
alluded 10 nothing bt the ruin of indivi.
dusly, the deflru@lon of their commerce
and the degradation of their country,
Could the judgment or even the charity
of your memorialifts, fee in the new doc.
trines of the Britith coun, nothing but
the revival and enforcement of an ancient
and eltal lithed principle, which friendthip
had relaxcd, ur tavour permitted 1o flom.
ber, they might regret the departed ‘huod,
but could impute 0o injullice 10 the hand
that withdrew it,  They are trock,
bowever, with the povelty of thefe doc.
trines, their unequivocal hollility w0 ney.

'!

tral intereft and rights, theirinconGftency
with former declarations of their minifts
and. decifions of their couns, and will
the exrsordinary time and manoer of
their annunciation,

In the refiz&ion, that the great code of
the Laws of Nations prefents, a fyflem
of reafon and right, approved by the un-
impaffioned and difinterelted judgment of
the ciyilized world, neither tempering its
provifions to the wants or demands of an
imperious belligerent, nor yet giving aid
to the crooked (ubtleties of wuafaithful
neutrality, your memorialifts have con-
ceived the rights of their pation, as a neu-
tral, to ftand upon unchangeadle ground.
Thele rights, they cannot but belieye,

| extend to a free and uningerrupted com.

meree, with their own goods in their own

vellels, with othér neutrals, if admitted by

their laws, or withthe belligerents them-

felves, fubje to the received regulations

relating 10 blockade and o articles con-

traband of war. The eftablifhed reftric.

tions on the points Jult mentioned, with
the right of examination and fearch, have
becn realonably confidered as giving 1o
the belligerent the mett ample fecurity a-
gainkt the infidelity or cupidity which
would lend a covert affitance to his anta.
goeilt. The policy and interclted views
of a fingle ftate may call for feverities a-
gainlt ncutral commerce, whichare neither
commanded of right, nor fanQioned by
ufage; but the principles of public law
canoot vary with the purpoles of the po-
litic, nor fhift with the defigns of the
interefted, “That policy, not juftice, that
interelt, not fair and admitted precedent,
have given birth to the principle, that neu-
trals thould be reftricted to the (ame com-
merce with a belligerenty*which wus al-
lowed to them by that power in a time
of peace, is conccived by your memori-
alilts tobe true. Incompatible with the
general - freedom of neutral commerce,
this rule has the fan&ion of no common
obfervance by civilized nations, and can®
not bear that faithtul telt which every
fairand righieous principle of the law of
vations will abide, Againit the foundnefs
of the principle itfelf, it is alfo to be ob-
ferved, that its advocates inftead of tra-
cing its currency from age to age, point to
the war of 1746, as the era of 115 difcove-
ry ; and inftcad of Ramping its validity
by the concurrence of the civilized world,
indicate its talibility by & laboured derail
of their own ralaxation and contradion of
the rule.

The effe of this novel principle upon
neutral interelis is of the moft {erious aud
alarming charafler, ¢ poes to nething
thore of the deftru@ion of neutral’ com.
merce, and from the well known nevtral
fitvation and charafler of the United
States to nothing thort of ifl flire a
moft deep and deadly wound upon their
trade, A

But your memorialifts eannot but con.
fider, that this principle has not the weight
of a confiftent and uniform fupport by the
fovcrnmcm which profefles 1o uphold it.

n 1801, the declarations of its miniflry
and the decifions of its courts were une:
quivocally, ** that the produce of the colo.

** nies of the enemy may be imported by
*“ @ neutral into his own country and be
“ re-exported from thence, even to the
‘" mother-country of fuch colopy ; and
““allo that landing the goods, and pay.
““ing the doties in the neutral country,
‘* breaks the continuity of the voyage, and
““is fuch an imporation as legalifes 1he
* trade, although the goods be te-Mipped
““in he fame veffel, and on account of
“ the (ame neutral proprictors, and for.
' warded for fule, to the mother conn-
“uy." In 1805, it is decided, that
landing and paying duties, does pot break
the continuity of (he voyage, and that
the cousfle of trade pointed out to the ney.
tral, four years before, as legal and (afe,
is now unfatisfacrory 1o the belligerent,
and antended; infallibly, with confifcation,
What clear immunable principle of ihe
laws of natious, can that be, your me.
morialifts  would afk, which, fuppor.

ted by the high court of admiralty, and
avowed by the miniftry in 151, and
which is proftrated by the miniflry ard
the high court of appeals in 18051 Such
a principle mufl be confidered as partak-
ing raher of the fhifting charadler of
convenience than of that of permanent
right and eflablithed law,

The time and manner of snnouncin
ity nccord with the principle itlelf, At
& moment when mercantile enterprize,
confiding o the explanations on this
point, kiven by the Britith miniftry 10 our
smbailador, was flrained 1o the vimoll, a
new decifion of 1he court of sppeals s
announced, and every fail is Rretched 1o
colledt the unwary Americans who are
unfufpedingly conhding io what was the

w ol nationss

After this view of the principle infell,
your memorialits would flave, that I
has receive | a vigorows and a@ive enforce.
ment.  Under this pretence, many A.
merican vellels, with cargoes unqueftiona.
bly Ametican, have been cariie into the
portsof Geeat. Britain, charged with s de.
parture from oeutral charaller io (bl im.
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“the authority of

portart particular.  Some have, in-
deed, been liberated afier a long delay,
and with great expence ; but many are
{till detained without a clear underftand-
ing of the precife grounds of detention.
On this intereftin
morialifts refer themfelves withconfidence

to the wildom and honour of their go- |

veranment—In the priaciples they have
here (ubniitted to your confideration, they
feel all the confidence of juftice, and all
the tenacity of truth, To furrender them
they conceive, would derogate from the
nations! character and independence of the
United States, From the jullice of go-

vernment they hope for their avowal, from -

the fpirit of govcrnment, they hope for
their defence, and from the blefling of
Heaven, they hope for theiceftablithment.

The atteation of governmentis alfo foli-
cited, by your memorialilts, to other em-
barraflments of their commerce, and to
inconveniences deeply affe@ing the trad.
ing intereft of the United States in a dif.
ferent quarter, With a forbearance fel-

dom exercifed under like circh ances,
the merchants of this country kaye expedt-
ed retribution for the injuries impofed up-
on them by another nation. loflcad of
receiving ‘this retribution, freth injuries
bave been inflidted—and even during the
exiltence of the prefent war, adjudica-
tions, which outrage every principle of
jultice, have paffed i the courts of Spain,
on American property.  From the go-
vernment of that country, between whom
and the United States there exilts a treaty
of friendthip and commerce, we had the
right “10 expe@, within her ports and
jurifdition, perfedt fafety and prote@ion,
Inflead of receiving them, it is too no-
torious, that we have experienced from
the ofhcers of that goveroment when ap-
plied to, the moft mortifying inattention ;
and that, in_entirs derogation of our trea-
lyy we have been the pointed. objeéls of
their negled and injuftice. The feverity
of this calc is increafed by the confidera-
tion, that at the time of its occurience, the
very country, at whole hands this in-
jullice bas been experienced, flood indebr-
¢d to us for fupplies eflential 1o ity fubfil-
tence, andfor givingcurrency and value to
its produ@s. " Under this head, itdeferves
alfo to be mentioned as a point not be-
neath the notice of government, that in
our own ports and under your own eyes
public officers of that nation have had the
confidence to extort from our merchants
fees and emoluments unprecedented and
unreafonable, '

In deailing the general difirefMes of
our commerce, your memorialills muftal-
fo,remaik, that the licence of pirates and
plunderers in the Welt-Indies, has be.
come almolt unbounded ; and that the
defencelels and unprote@led flate of our

ipping, expofes it 10 the moflt outrages:
ous ravages of the daring and unprinci.
pled.” That our feamen fhould be expofed

10 the meaneft infults and molt wanton
cruelties, and the fruits of our irduftry
and enterprife fall 3 prey tothe profligare,
cannot but excite both feeling and indig-
nation, and call loudly for 1he aid and pro.
te€tion of government, That s belliger.
ent power fhould depart from the com-
mon and accullomed courfe of examin.
ing the fhips of the neutrsl, on the high
feas, as chance or vigilance fhould give
the opportunity of fearch, and Mhould Nge
tlon ats veflels of war at the entranceof our
Poris and harbours to ferutinize ever
thing that enters or departs, muft alfo be
regarded as attaching reproach 10 the fair.
nels of our neurral conduél, and is by po
means compatible with our dignity or eur
rights,

Since your memorialifls have dire@ied
their attentionao government cn the fube
Jelts berein fubmitted, they have feen with
altonithment & proclamation iflved by ge-
neral Ferrand, an officer of the French
government, commandiog at the city of
St. Domingo, in the ifland of Hif la,
which they regard as declaratory of the
molt outrageous and hoflile intentions,
As an 2@ of an authorifed agent—(an of,
ficer of government)—it is confidered s
without a parallel,” Taken ia its ob.
vious extent it gives suthority to velTels
in Freach commiffion, 10 carry in all A.
mericany they meéet with, {'Cﬂtlfl the
terms of the proclamation are fo indefinite,
as to leave ever thing to the difererion
of the cruifer, k;mﬂme hat too farally
proved, that property once taken inte
their ports, is irrereleyesbly lofl,

19 this proclamstion has ifiued under
the French nation, it
can be only confidered as o declaration of
war. IF it be ultimately dilayowed by
the government of this agent, it muft Se
at s ditant polot of time, when mifchiefs
great and ruinous may have been dose
under its authoriy, lriste prevent thefe
mifchiefs that your memorialifts (olicit the
attention of government, snd relpedfully
foggel, thet (ks extravedinary mealare
might be (peedily counteratled by our na.
tional force,

Under the prefure of 1his flate of thingr,
your memorialifls have though proper,
freely 1o make known 10 theie govern.

meat the iojuries (ullsined and spprchend,

peint, your me.
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ed by the commercial interéft of the rovn.
try. They feel themifelyes bound (o id-
*drefs to you their firm feffuafion tha: the
amount of loffes fuftained by the rrerche.
an1s of the Ugited Stares from ni'awiul
depredations, would of itfcif, be fufficicnt
todefray the expence of an armament ad-

equate to the proteétion of their commerce,
As citizens, they claim proteélion; and

, they conceive that the claim is enforced

by the confidefation, that from their in=
duftry and enterprife, is collefled a revee
nuc which no pation has been able 10 e.
qual, without a correfpondent expenfe
tor the proteélion of the means,

After this fair and candid Ratement of
the diftrefs and expofure of the commerce
of ke United Sraies, your memorialilts
cannot but feel and exprefs extreme foli-
citnde for the pollible event, In perfeét
confidence that their foreign commerce
was {heltered not anly by the law of na-
tions, but by exifling treaties ‘with fome
of .the belligerents; and by the explana-
tions given 1o the public law by another,

they have extended” it to every fea, with

no other fecurity chan a reliance on thofe
treatics and explanavions,
defencelefs, and liable to arreftation by
the moft inconfiderable force.
then, be naturally foppofed, that your
memorialifts lock with anxiety to the
remedies iwhich may be applicd to thefe
preflings evils. To preferve peace with
all nations, is admirted without referve,
to be both the intereft and the policy of
the United States. *They therefore pre-
fume 1o fuggelt, that every meafure, not
inconfiftent with the honor of the ration,
by which the great cbje@s of rediels and
ceurity may be attained, (hould firll be
ufed. If fuch meafures prove ineffuéinal,
whatever may be the (acrifice on their
pert,it will be met with fubmiflion. But

whatever mealures may be purfied by ~

their government, your memorialilts ex-
prefs their firmel faith, that every caus-
tion will be ufed to preferve private.pro-
perty and mercantile credit from violation.

ith thele obfervarions, ful mitred w ith
deferenceard refpe&, to the Picfident and
Reprefentative Body, it remairs o'y o
add, the hope of your men-orizliils

at on
fubje@s of fuch deep and exienile con,
cern, fuch mealures will be adopiod, ag
conlift with the honos and interedl of the
United States. '

Signed by the unanimous order, and on
behalf of a General Meerir g ot the Mer,
chants and Traders ot the Ciry of Phie
ladelphia, convened on the 1oth Janva.
ty 18¢6,

THOMAS FITZSIMONS,
Chairman;
R. E. Hoearr, Secretary.
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A-gentleman in town has received a letter
from W ashington, which mentions, that the
topics of debate during the sitling with closed
doers, had been much contested.

Our relations with Britain, France & Spain,
WeRran unxious aspect ; it is impossible to
form a probable conjecture about peace and
war; in the writer's judgment, peace with
Spain is the more probable event..

Not a syllable has passed in the House of

epresentatives relative to an embargo, as
has been reported abroad.

It would scem, from the Bill introduced
into the Senate of the United States, and
new under consideration, that something ef
fectual will be done by Congrest, (0 prevent
the impressment of our seamen. The fecle
ings and wishes of the American people on
this subject, havebeen often expressed, and
are now in unison with their Represeptatives.
Remonstrances and representations to the
British cabinet have been of no avail, and it
is at length time that we should resort to
those means which will insure the liberty and
safety of our gallanttars. Let the Bill allu,
ded to, be enncted, anl we shall soon per-
ceive the efficacy of adopting bald and ’d-
sive mensures,  Petersburg Intelligence?,

The Norfolk Herald of Tuesda says,
“ Ve have it rom authority, that the
best Superfne Flour is naw selling st Alexsn-
dria and Fredericksburg, at six dollars, and
6 dellars 50 ceuts—and Pork in Richmond
Al S, and 5 50 cents.”

Extracs of o :«;«'fm NewTord, doted
61

* Here we areallin s ltn. & the merch.
ants ready almost for a non-intercourse aet.
The packet brings an account of (he deten.
tion, in Fnglish ports, of Sve vessels, from
this port, bound to Amsterdam.”

The reports, by the arrival of the Hen.
ricus 1V, from Lisbon, are, that the Court of
Spain ts more favorably disposed towards the
United States ; that they had agreed to make
fompensation for spolistions committed by
‘heir own subjects ; but would not consent
10 pay for those made ':? French citivens in
Spanish  portse=Admiral Crevins was only
slightly wounded in the iste action, and is nut
dendThe king of Prussia had Joined the
cuh'b:ieu-::c French troops were reported
10 have m 13,000 priscners shortly afier
the fall of Ulen. 3

ey
*«* Allkinds of Shipping Blanks

and Seamen’s Journals for sale
at this printing-office, -

It is of courfe -
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