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From the National intelligencers v \/
' | ——
THOUGHTS on the subject of
. : STATES,
and om certain means of encourdging and firo-
wmoting their Commerce and Manufactures.
No. I. .
The leading ideas in the following papers are

produced by a sincere and therough convic
tion, that no branch of commerce, oreven
trade in. general, should be so pursued,
permitted, encouraged or defended by the
United States, as to hazaed the public li-
berty at home, the principles of Frecdom
abroad, er tuxes on the whole nation, near-
ly as grewt as, eqruil, or soperior to, the
exclusive profir ol the mercantile body.—
We Have rejscted theexample of Europe
@s to standiug armizs, political churches,
the penal cade, snd other dangerouscriurs
and aberrations from right ; but the splene
dors and tsmptations of naval power and
externsl commerce, as established and ex-
tended in Lurope, have their full share of
influence over many persons of great worth
and judgmeut in the United States.

A review of the nature and practice of the
‘European Government will fully convinee ns,
that their public authority is the principal

mesn to procure seamen for their navies.—
" The most epergetic navy (that of+ England)
is manned by “* impressment.”  This opera-
tion is considered in the United States (o be
sonducted on the principles of mere arbitrary
Government. The happiness of the scamen’s
families, their comlorts and their necessities,
do not seem to be objects of any considera-
tion. The mariner’s personal rights,* and
even his written and signed engagements to
«_servg private persons, British or foreign, un-
der shipping papers or poriage bills, are vioe
lated without any allowance of damages ei-
ther to the seaman or the merchant, without
punishment, & without censure, &k indeed, of-
ten without justification or applanse. In man-
niog her navy, G. Britain is manifestly and
completely despotic over her own merchants,
sca captaing and mafiners, and acts, at pres
sent, in like manner even with respect to fo-
reign merchants, captains and seamen. She
undertakes to dictate to her nautical subjects
alone, that they shall neglect or violate all
their engegements and serve her, and upon
terms wlso dictated by her; for impressed
British scamen’s wages are fixed by that Go.
vernment, To consult together merely for
procuring higher wages, would be treated as
u mutiny. If her seamen were to be at li-
berty to ask and obtain their own rates of wa.
ges, and were tobe paid those wages, their
navy could not be continued on its present
ecale; Will the seamen of the United States
submit to a single regimen in this case, like
that of Great-Britain!  Will the rest of the
people of this country consent to such an ex«
ample of corecion and limitxtion of wages !
Will eur Legislatures and Courts permit or
sanction such a regimen to one claes of cite
izans I Wil our Coyris of Impeactiment &
Courts Martial allow the orders and conduct
of civil and military officers, in conformity
with such a regimen, to pass unnoticed and
unpunivhed } e wol hese consldorations
deeply affect the practicability of a great nas
val power, on the principles of the constity.
tion of the United States ! It may be faire
ly and prudently asked, Whether a standing
naval establishment is not liable to a large
proportion of the objections to a standing ar.
my ; and whether it is not entitled to that
name and character in a very considerable de.
gree! The use which was made of the Bri.
tish navy, in the war of 1775, sgainat the
American colonies, even while it was confes.
sedly a civil war, will prove that a naval force
can be openly and actively used to destroy the
public liberty of a nation at home ; and the
wse which was made of the British navy inthe
pesceable year 1792, and in the war of 1793,
agrinst France, will prove that it can be used
to destroy the principles of public liberty a.
broad.t The dreadful condition of Irelund,
wpon various occasions, and for many years,
is, in & considerable degree, to be ascribed
to the state of contronl in which it has becn
heid by means of the British navy, in which
tens of thousands of Irish seamen were enlis
ted or impresped. Had that country been
joined to this continent in 1776, or to that of
urope in 1792, lreland would have had
compiete British constitational liberty or a
separation. It is in evidence, that & great
nary may destroy liberty at home and sbroad,
by while the patronage of the appoint.
ments and supplies, and the willing depen.
dency of its whole printe ’udiciurf phw.
er, with lh,‘ﬂl'hm rapacious and law.
besa spoliations, carry servility and corruption
into every class of the nation. Similar re.
fections wrise concerning the use of the ma-
in the alave trade, islands and colonies, —
ehe obentvatione are not made feom any
unfarourable apininng of the individuals who
* 10 & persodof o religions society prinei.
pled agsinst war, or ene be the war
of the time unjust, be impressed, the rights
of conscience are vinlated.

| It s 0o sonsequence to this srgumaent,
that France sPerwards departed from the
princaples of liberty,

Wickincron, N. C. Tuvesmay, Ocroper 21, 1806,
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campose our aavy, or that of any other na-
tion; but are merely intended to prove, that
although a navy has not been thought to en-
danger public or general liberty in the present
form and manner of an army, it is so justly
vxceptionable on that score, as to require &
canstitutional prudence in relation to it, as &
standing armament in the hands of the Go.
va'nment. Every standing publias force re-
quires caution, whether it be on the wateror
on the land.

But it may be observed, that commerce
exists, that it is absolutely necessary, and that
it is profitable. The carriage of our produce
by ships into the conswmer's markets, is as

* nseful to the growers of that procduce as the
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carriage by waggons. The rights and inters
ests of commerce, as well as the interest of a-
griculture, therefore, require that our ships
be lkepit as free as possibie lrom impediments

- to their. voyages, their cargoes from spolia-

\l

tion,. and their crews, whelher natives or a-
liens, from Foreign Impressment. Forjthis
purpose, some persons have desired that the
United States should be immediutely made
antl permaneatly maintaiped a considerable
naval power, We have suggested for due
¢onsideration some difficulues and some up-
parent impediments.  [t* will be determined
how far tiiiy are inherent in the nsture of
thinga 1n the United States, how far they are
realy #nd how farthey canbe atquiesced in or
ubviated. ;

If it be «upposed for a moment, that these
chjections are not vesl, aad that they may be
obriated, then led vs consider the vast ex-
pence of a nuval establishment,

Great-Britain xpends annnelly from séven-
ty to eighty-fire millions of dollars on her na.
vy. One-tenth of her navy wonld cost us tea
or tweivé millions of dollavs, which is frem 11
to 12.per cent. on all our expor's. foreign und
American, in the greatest vear. Itis the
wlhole net profit of our trade, =nd, it is pre-
sumed, more.  Yet suckia limited navy could
not, of course, resist a filih of the ficets of
England, nor could it resist the navy held by
several other powers, tll ‘Le Britigh jeviuthan
Jately devoured all the olhr favies of the old
world. The navy of (. Britain is indeed a
brilliant instrument of swpendous power;
but it has proved, to her finances, a splendid
instrument of ruin 1t costs her from sevent
ty to 85 millions of dellars per annum in di-
reat expenditures, under tegular appropria-
tioms, besides a great indirect amount, in
bounties on sail cloh on fisheries, and no-
roerous other thmgs in their complicated nys.
tem of commerce and finance.} . 1t is a stan-
ding army, asoppr:.sive to foreign nalions
as the standing armies of the Stuarts and the
Cromwells were to the British nation. It has
become hostile to the liberty of il at sea, and,
#0 far as it spares the Dritish people them-
scives, it is because it is employed upon ali-
ens.  Itinvolves Great-Heitain in great odi-
um, and in incessant, blnody and expensive
quarrels and wars of pride, power and ava-
tice. It facilitates her iinmense participation
in the commerce and slavery of the blacks,
andin the cruel and exiensive tyranny exer.
cised over [ndia. ‘

Do the United States want such » navy
such an instrument of oppression ; such an

instrument of defence ; suchan instrument of

offence; such s drain’ for their wealili; a
mill stone slung around the public neck, to
desl destruction to all we may chuse 10 insult,
and at the same timeto bend the public neck,
and sink the publie body in the shyss of mali-
tary expence ! The British plea of defence,
for the fatal cxpences of a navy, does not ex-
ist in the case of the United State:  They
Are not av land of TO000 square males ; nop
are they near o auy foreign enemy ; nor have
they concentrationy of moveable property
tempt and enecl vadors ; nor keys of thar
coun'ry in the shape of fortresses or metro.
politun cities, by which invaders may held
and command thele dominions ; ner have
they tranamarine colomes i nor any com
me-ce which the Fareign \World can do ni he
The lnierest of urops wil provent
the annibiliation « f acruntry's trate, winich
presents them with abundance of fod and in.
crensing raw meterials for thear eolonien, are
mica, navies and manuiactures, and which
affordem steady vent and sn immense cone
sumption for thelr manufictured commodi-
it

§ It is difcult 1o procure correct stute.
ments of the British navel expences dawa
to the present Ume ; but 8 recurrence to the
British New Anvual Register, for the years
1801, 1802, and 18073, will shew, that the
sums of | 5,000 0001 wterting. equalto 70,330,
000 Jollare, and 19.012.537L sterling, equal
to §4,500.000 dallars, were appropriated for
the navy department in two of those years,
It s also stated, that 330,000,000 of pounds
in navy bills were issued by the Government
in one of thow years, but that 3,000,000 re.
mained Jocked up in the -bank. It is presu.
med from these facte, and the wonderful ex-
ertions of 1804, 5 and aix, that the direct and
indireet maval expencesof Great-Britain are
much greater than has been supposed.

—
: No, 1L

But if the moft interefling and impor.

taut eonliderations forbid the dangerous
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i lead us to the true

—

L'

war-creating and gxpenfive inflrumentali-
ty of alarge navy to proteét our com.
meree, and fince trade 18 highly defirable,
and indifpeafably neceflaty to the planters
‘and ffrmers, it is proper to devife a fyi.
tem &f prote&ion for it ; and this is an ob,
je@ demanding the temperate inveftigatien

. and eareful refledtion of every defeription
. of our citizens.

The following queftions may help to
round :
1. Should the 6nited States haye any
pﬂ!y,'aud how ftrong or numerous thould
it be
2. What fhould be the commercial
purfuiis of the United Sates ¢

3. By what means, ether than g navy

cas the United States promote and proie&
their commerce { ,

To the firlt quetion, requiring much
calm invelligation, it is conceived that the
following ideas may ferve as an imperfect
anfwer. It is ot by force, that we can
prote@ our trade from the great navies of
the primﬂg’T %

conc-ived that twe cannot ar prefent, and
ought nor te mhiablith a vaval furce equal
10 thei’s, on account of the monftrous
expenfe, the danger to our civil infitn-
tions, znd tor the other reafons belore as.
ligned againfl the eftablithment of a great
navel power iavihe United States.  But
we may proteét our trade by force from
the petty and irregular ates, whofe com-
Merce with us nﬁtrds no means of alting
upan them; fuch, for example, as the
feveral tates of Barbary. A flest come
menfurate with fich abjects and no more,

apoenrs 1o be that limited force, which

we way cltaclith without any of the cb-

tel¥ions 1o a great navy, which have been-
fagpetted. 1fweareto go furtherin this

dungeronus and collly operation, it iy ref-

pettiully recommended, that the fuhjeQ

be firll L oroughly éxamined and weil con.

fidesed.

The fecond queftion propofed is, v bat
fhould be the commercial purfuiis of the
United States { To this it may Le general-
lv replied, that no trade wihatever, inter~
on' wexiernal, swhich injures agriculture,
or benefits the merchants only, at « great
expenfeto the refl of the community, fuould
be polued,

It is vor intere® 1o import implements
and materials for manufactures, and man-
ufaltures themntelves, which will employ
manry veilels, rather than 10 import ma-
rofaltuied goods which will employ very
tew,

[+ isour interell 1o promote and eftublith
internal trade, of which manotaliwes are
a mufl valvabde parry rather than exier.
nal trade ; pecanule the raw marteriuls and
family fupolies of the American manufac.
turers, filnermen aid coalters 2re drawn
fromourlelves, orfrom our estryiog tialde,
which 1.t is very hitle promored by the
impurtation of compall lwicign manotag.
iures,

Fl‘tt}‘ 28 of unlawiy! l.“.“"ft“vhl.'ﬂ'. in-
juilies, smbarraliment, er i-jmv 10 ur
toreign tade and navigation, snd 1o our
navy, ought to be » frong and a imam.g
incentive to promete domeltic 1rede and
n 1nu|palll"‘. !;ccallfc l:»f" aire !‘r‘ rllb-
jeit to thols toreipn injusies, and becsufle
the cultivation of interns! trade and mia-
nufaltures Llently operntes as a fine or po.
naity upon the fore'gn invaders of our
muritime rights and the foreign violators
of ourcommercial interefts, We fhonld
render it perfe@ly manifelt and abfolurely
certain to Europe, that fo far as the Ame-
rican cemmercial [pirit is checked or injue
red al fea, iv witl be unceaflingly turned to
and. promoted em the Mere. Our citles,
towns, and villages mufl be fcenes of com.
merce of of manufaltures, 1 foreign na.
tions Interrupt us ina legit'mate courfe ¢4
fair fhare of the bufinels of fupplying our.
felves from the cheapeR and l’luf{ Cunye=
nient fources abroad, we (hall, indepen.
dently and of necellity, fopply ourfelves
from exifling or vew fources at home.

We realonably defise 10 fecore 10 our.
felves 3 Mare of the carriage of our own
unwrought goods 10 the foreign mynufac.
tures, sod of their mavufatiures 10 our
markets , and it isour with 1o promaote
the foreign confumption of our produdls.
So far as we prevent the Americen con.
fumiption of foreign manufallured, wat
wade from our own  produce, we promove
our carriage of our owo raw materiale,
our carriage of foreign manufsllures, and
the fabelcation of our raw materials by fo.
reign manufe@lures. Thus, forexample,
the recent a&t of congrels on Mr. Nichol.
fon's relolurions, by prohibiting cerain
articles of wodl, linen, LIk, and leather,
(which are made abroad satirely from fo.
1eigo materials that we neilher grow ser

maritime powers ; for it is

xp Haxr, at Three Dollar!; '?g‘i_’car, payable in advance, or Four Dollars
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if not paid within a Year.
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cgny) occafions cotton glaves, hof=, thir.
ting, ,fheeting, toweiling, tabling and fur~
niture (toffs, 1o be ufed, which are made
chiefly from the cotton pruduced en our
farms, and in the carriage of which 10
Earope, we largely participate.

. And here we obtain a view of & wvery
smpertant principle, which may a gf us 11
anfwering the third queftion, * By whay
means, other than a mavy, can we promote
and proted sur commerce 2 remen beriy
always, that fuch commetce mul be free
from ijurious effe@ls uyon agriculinre, &

- not unreafonably burdenfome oo (he nae

ten, 10 be entitled to prometion and proe
te®ion by our federal legiflatnre ?

By well devifed ads of congrels, it ‘is
firmly believed that we can do much for
the promotion and proteftion of our trade,
It is coneeived, that the principles of M»,
Nickolfon's bill, rightly underPood, ae
an example of that pature. G. Briiain
fo interrupis and coerces our feamen, and
embarrafles, obflsu@s, and blockades wue
trade, that we ate compelled 10 increals
the eacomragements 1o onr manuf.clyies
of certain articles 3 and in orderto Jo this
with prudence, and fecure revenve from
confumpiion mt the fame time, we take
the lame kind of guods from other foe
reign nations (with litle o¢ no navy to
iMemmode us or not 1o much in the pracs
tice) 1o far asthey cxn fupnly them. [t
may he obferved, too, that fome ainong vs
heartily spproved that law, becaule it
wonld induce G, Britain w manufadlure
fubfiitnees from our raw cotton for the lie
nen, woolen, filken, and leathern goods
prohibited § and becaufe we Tivuld partake
inrgely in carrying that raw coiton to En-
gand—two confideraions of great and
obvious importance,

Another fer of provifiors might be made
by lw for the encourapement ot our thipe
ping and commerce. We mean hereex-
plicitly to fupgeft, that we may pow ado;t
many of the regulations of the Britifh na2-
vigation alt, fince we have provided fo
greats quentty of tonnage, ard are well
uble 10 Lisintain and increale our vefltls,
Before we bad fo much tontage, ~ur plan.
ters wod farmers prudently feared every
rrguhliun' which mlght tenil to wmintfh
the number of vellels, which could be ex«
pe@®@ed ro carry off our produce, and ime
port fupplies.  Things are now material-
'¥ changed, and we have (hips euoueh 1o
carry all we raife, & much orer T lole
which might yet come hither with cargees
from theis own porte, & inbaliaft, weald
be nurierons wnd ubotul in (e exgoration
Gl our crops,

We may adopt meafures 10 renlace the
amount of the Brivith  four per cent, ex-
pott or convoy duty impofed on the ex-
portstion of their own manufaflures 1
the United Swatess It is believed, that
the merchanty .trading 10 other forcign
countries do not pay that. exuaordinary
duty in Erghnd, which is the more unfa«
thfadlngy becanfe we ere the prineipal cone
fumers and venders of their manufa8ives,
and becaule we cannot timpofe 2 fimilar
duty on exports from hence for their 3¢«
count, the conflitimion of the U, States
forbidaing sll duties on exportations e
We never afked the prote@tion for which
the the Britifh tour per cont. duty is
charged, norde we delire or roceive thae
proweétion. We are willing cotirely to
rely on our own neviral flag and valfels
under the law of nations, To replace the
amount of that duty in the trealury of the
Unpired States, we may either impole an o-
qual duty of four per cent, on all importe
trom G. Britain by or on account of Bri.
1 (ubjefls, or we may abolith the draw-
back on all goods fo imported,

In cafes whersin we are not sdmitted,
with a real reciprocity, iuto fareign pors,
(o as to exclude our fhips from the (freighe
of articles which are impéifed in foreign
thips, to the injury of our sgriculioee sod
manofa@lures, ar well 33 of our commerce
and mavigation, it willbe wile deliberate.
to revile the liflsof imported articlef.m
For example, we might advance the duty
on fpirits from the cane, or entirely ex-
clude the sntry from il places, ine
which our thips are not regularly admit.
ted. We can precure liquers frem our
diftillevies of domeflic and foreign materi-
sls, and lrom rum, brandy and wice

countries, inte which our hips sre sdmit.
ted e carry our produce, and from which

they can bring away thole foreign com.
modities,

It feems expedient far ua to encoutage
the importation of fugars, colfes, cocoa,
pimento, ginger, pepper, and other (pices
and et from countries beyood the

Cape of Good rather than cotton

plece goods, w intarfare with ous




