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F are more than the Memoirs
m‘%w. ce

eofis sclection of and minor picces

1 Sheffcld since his death.
histor

by Lord

annhd_ i istorian of the Decline
: of the Roman Empire will long live
gratitude of those who have been in-
cted and defighted by his learnimg.and clo-
The private occupations of such a
p, his opinias of men and things, the por-
happiness he enjoyed must all be ob-
hi’h literary curiosity. In rangiog
-onver the wide ficld of seven octavo volumes,
compiled by-the diligence of Sheffield, they
will, like the discriminating bee, exercise the
tive of neglecting many a weed, but
they will likewise be regaled by the nectar of
many a delicious fuwer. For the entertain-
ment of our readers we shall offer them a few
extracts, which will gnicken their curiosity to
read the whole of the memoirs, which could
Bbe comprised in a moderate duodecimo, and
is well worthy of a republication in this coun-

try.— Ndtional Intelligencer.

"« My first intreduction to the historical
scenes, which have since engaged so many
'years of my life, must be ascribed to an acci-
dent. In the summer of 1751, [ accompani-
ed my father on a visitto Mr. Hoar's in Wilt.
#hire ; but I was less delighted with the beau-
‘ties of Grouchead, than with discovering in
the library a common book, the Continuation
of Echard’s Roman history, which is indced
executed with more skill and taste than the
previous work. To me the reigns of the suce
cessors of Constantine was absolutely new ;
and I was immersed in the passage of the
Goths over the Danube, when € summons
of the dinner bell relictantly dragged me from
my intellectual feast. This transcient glance
served rather to irritate than 1o apprase my
clriosity ; and as soon as [ returncd to Bath,
I procured the second and third volumes of
Howel's History of the World, which exhibit
the Byzantine period on a larger scale.  Ma.

' homet and his Saracens sdon fixed my atten-

tion: and some instinct of criticism directed
meto the genuine sources. Simon Oukley,
an origipal in every sense, first opened my
eyes ; and I was led from one book to another,
till I had ranged round the circle of Oriental
h'utory. Before I was sixteen, I had exhaust-
 all that could be learned in English of the
rabs and Persians, the Tartars and Turks ;
and the same ardour urged me to guess the
French of D’Herbalet, and construe the bar-
barous Latin of Pocock’s Abulfaragius.—
Such vague and multifarious reading could
not teach me to think, to write, or to act : and
the only principle that darted a ray of light in-
L indigested chaos, was an early and ra-
lication to the arder of time and

he maps of Cellarius and Wells im

in my mind the picture of ancient geo-

~ graphy ; from Stranchius [ imbibed the ele-

ments of Chronolagy : the tables of Helvetius
and Anderson, the Annals of Usher and Pre-
dieux, distinguished the cdnnection of events,
and engraved the multitude of names and dates
in a clear aod indelible series: But in the
discussion of the first ages 1 overlooked the
bounds of modesty and use; in my childish
balance I presumed to weigh the systems of
Scaliger and Petavius, of Marsham and New-
ton, which I ceuld seldom study in the on-
gioals ;and my sleep has been disturbed by
the difficulty of reconciling the Septuagent
with the Hebrew computation. [ arrived at
Oxford with a stock of erudition, that might
have puzzled 4 proctor, and adegree of ignor-
ance, of which a schoolboy would have been
fishamed.”

Speaking of the University of Oxford, Mr.
Gibbon observes—
“ It might at least-be expected, that an ec-
«clesiastical school should at least inculcate the
orthodox principles of religion. But our ve.
nerable mother had contrived to unite the op-
Easite extremes of bigotry & indifference ; a
eretic, or unbeliever, was a monster in her
eyes ; but she was always, or often, or some-
times, remiss in the spiritual education of her
owvn children. According to the statutes of
the university, every student, bofore he is ma-
triculat2d, must subscribe his assent to the
thirt.iie articles of thechurch of England,
whicn are signed by more than belicve them.
My insufficient age excused me, however, from
tie immediate performance of this legal
ceremony ; and the vice-chancellor directed
me to return, as scon as I should have accom.
rliahed my fifteenth year ; recommending me,
n the mean while, to the instruction of my
college. My college forgot to instruct : I for-
gol to' return, and was myself forgotten by the
rst. magistrate of the university: Without a
single lecture, either public or private, either
cathalic or protestant, without any academi-
cal subscription, without any episcopal confir.
mation, I was left by the dim light of my cate-
chism to grope my way to ¢ pel and com.
munion table, where I was ad d, without
a questinn, how far, or by what medns, I might
be qualified to receive the sacrament, Such
almost incredible neglect wash preductive of
the worst mischiefs. From my childhood I
had been fond of religious disputation : my
poor aunt has been ofien puzzled by the mys.-

tevies which she strove to believe ; nor had the [}

clastic spritig becn totally broken by the wei

pres fdere

“ The of my coaversiot may H'Dd'
to illustrate, at lenst, the history of my owr
mind. It was not Ioniniue Dr. H.tddhm_ s
free enquiry had sounded an alarm in the the-
alogieal world : much ink and much gwil had
been np“l in the delince of pﬂtil\l“V_e “‘lr.“'
cles ; and the two dullest of their champions
were crovwned with academical honow s I:‘)y the
university of Oxford. The name of Middle-
ton was unpopular ; and his proscription very
paturally led me to peruse his writings, anc
those of his antagonists.  His bold criticism,
which approaches the precipice of infidelity,
produced on Wy mind a singular effect ; and
had [ perserved in the communion of Rome,
I should now applv to my owm fortune the
prediction of the Sybil.

' prima salutis, Quod
minime reris, Graila pandetur ab 2

“ The elegance of style and freedom of ar-
gument were repelied by a shield of prejudice.
[ still revered the character, or rather the
names, of the saints and fathers whom Dr.
Middleton exposes ; nor could he destroy my
implicit belief, that the gift of miraculous
powers was continued i the church, during
the first four or five centuries of christianity.
But I was unable to resist the weight of his-
torical evideunce, that within the same period
most of the leading doctrines of popery were
already introduced in theory and practice :
nor was my conclusion absurd, that miracles
are the test of truth, and that the church must
be orthodox and sure, which was so often ap-
proved by the visible interposition of the Dei-
tv. The marvellous tales which are sobold-
ly attested by the Basils and Chrysostoms, the
Austins and Jeromes, compelled me to em-
brace the superiour merits of celibacy, the in-
stitution of the monastic life, the use of the
sign of the cross, of holy oil, and even of ima-
res, the invocation of saints, the worship ol
relics, the rudiments of purgatory ia praye~-
for the dead, and the remendous mystery of
the sacrifice of the body and blood of Christ,
which insensibly swelled into the prodigy of
transubstantiation.  In these dispositions,
and already more than half a convert, I form-
ed an unlucky intimacy with a young gentle-
man of our college, whose nawe I shall spare.
With a character less resolute, Mr, * % # &
had imbibed the same religivus opinions ; and
some Popish books, I know not through what
channel, were conveved into his possession.
[ read, I applauded, [ believed the English
translations of two famous works of Bossuet,
hishop ot Meaux, the Exposition of the Ca-
tholic Doctrine, and the History of the Pro-
testant Variations, achieved my conversian,
and I surely fell by a noble hand. I have
since examined the originals with a more dis-
cerning eye, and shall not hesitate to pro-
nounce, that Bossuet ig indeed a master of all
the weapous of controversy.  In the Exposi-
tion, a specious apology, the ordtor assumes,
with consummate art, the tone of candour and
simplicity ; and the ten-hornetd monster is
transformed, at his magic touch, into the
milk-white hind, who must be loved as soon
as she is seen. In the history, a bold and
well aimed attack, he displays, with a happy
mixture of narrative and argument, the faults
and follics, the changes and coatradictions of
our first reformers ; whose variation (as he
dexterously contends) are the marks of histori-
:al errour, while the perpetual unity of the Ca-
tholic church is the sign and test of infallible
truth. To my present feelings it seems in,
credible that I should ever believe that I be-
lieved in transubstantiation. But my.icon-
querour oppressed me with the sacramental
words, ** Hoc est corpus mecum,” and dashed
against each other the figurative half-meanings
of the protestant sect: every objection was
resolved into omnipotence ; and after re-
peating at St. Mary’s the A thanasion creed,
[ humbly, acquiesced in the mystery of the
real presence.

Totuke up halfon teust, and half to try,
Name it not fuith, but bungiing ligotry,
Both knuve and fool, the merchumt we m: y ca'l
To puy great sums, und to compound the small,

For who would breuk with Heaven, und would not
break for all ?

“ No sooner had I settled my new religion
than I resolved to profess mysell a Catholic.
Youth is sincere and impetuous ; and a mo-
mentary glow of enthusiasin had raised me a-
bove all temporal considerations,”

** By the keen protestants, who would glad.
ly retaliate the example of persecution, a cla-
mour is raised of the iucrease of Popery : and
they are always found to declare against the
toleration of priests and jesuits, who pervert
so many of his majesty’s subjects from their
religion and allegiance.  On the present ocea-
sion, the fall of one or more of her sons di-
rected this clamour against the university ;
and it was confidently afirmed that the Popish
missionaries were suflered, under various dis-
guises, to introduce themselves into the col-
leges of Oxford. But justice obliges me to
dectare, that, as far as relates to myself, this
assertion is fulse ; and that I never conversed
with a priest, or even with a papist, till my
resolution from books was absolutely fixed.—
[n.my last excursion to London, I addressed
o Mr. Lewis, a Roman Catholic Book-

P

ssel street, Covent Garden, who
gd me to a priest, of whose name
b at present ignorant. o our

| less odious cast, which condemned the priest
| to perpetual imprisonment, and transferred the

at his fec

ly, though privately, abjured the crrours of
heresy. seduction of an English youth
of family aid foriuie ey ao act of as much
danger a3 1 but he bravely de
the damger, of which [ was pot sufficiently in-
formed. - “ Where a person is reconciled to
the sce of Rome, or procures others tq be re-
conciled, the offence(says Blackstonc)amount.
to high treason.”  And if the humanity of the
age, would prevent the exccution of this san-
puinary statute, there were other laws of a

proselyte’s estate to his nearest relation. An
elaborate controversial epistle, approved by
my director, and addressed to my father, an-
nounced and jistified the $tep 1 had taken.—
My father was neither a bigot nor a philoso-
pher ; but his affection deplored the lo; of an
only son ; and his good sense was aston .- d
at my strunge departure from the religiou of
my country. In the first sally of passion he
divalged a secret which prudence might have
suppressed, and the gates of Magd:-ion Col-
lege were forever shut against my return.—
Many years afterwards, when the name of
Gibbon was become as notorious as that of |
Middleton, it was industriously whispered at!
Oxford, that the historian had formerly “turn-
ed papist:” mv character stood expused to
the reproach of inconstancy ; and this invidi.
ous topic would have been handled without
mercy by my opponents, could they have se.
parated my cause fiom that of the university.
For my own part, 1 am proud of an honest
sacrifice of interest to consciences 1 can ne-
«.r blush, if my tender mind was entangled
in the sophistry that seduced the acute and
manly understandiogs of Chillingworth and
Bayle, who afterwargs emerged from super-
stition to scepticism.” N
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POLITICAL.

'l_'l:: lj-mdru'umhlc Prnciples
OF THE
KING OF ENGLAND'S PROCLAMATION
or Ocr. 22. 1807—by Joun ApAwms, late Presi-
dent of the United Stutes. '
TEXT. *

* The proclamation of the king of G. Britain, requiring
the return of his mbjccu. the seamen especially, from fo-
veign coun’rics,, 1o aid in this hour of peculiar danger, in
defence of their own.”

“But it being an acknowledged principle that every nati-
on has a right to the service of its subjects in time of war,

hat proclamation could not furish the shightest ground
tor an embargo™

This partial description has a tendency to deceive
many, and no doubt has deceived thousands. J7is
concealing the ash in a basket of figs. The dange-
rous, ularming und fatal part of the proclamation 1+
kept ly out of sight. Proclamations of one
kind are of immemorial usage ; but the present one
is the first of the kind, Proclamations of the first
kind, issued usually in the beginning of a war, are
m effect but simple invitations to subjects, who hap-
pen to be abrbud, to return home. To deny the
right of the king to issue them, would be as unreu-
sonable as to deny his pight to send a card of invitu-
tion to ane of his subféets to dire with him on St.
George's day.  But in neither case is the subject
bound by law to accept the invitation. None of these
proclamations, till this last, ever assetted a right to
tuke British subjects by force, from the ships of fo-
reign nations, uny more thun from the ciies and

rovinces of forcign nations.  On the other hand, it
1s equully clear,that Enttish subjects in foreign coun-
tries are under no indispensable obligation of religi
on, morality, law or policy, to return in compliunce
with such proclamations. No penalty is annexed
by English laws to any neglect ; no, nor to any di-
rect or formal disobedience. Hundreds in fuct, do
neglect and disobey the proclamations to ene who
complies with them. Thousands who havé form-
'ed establishments and settled families, or become
naturalized, or made contructs, or enlisted on beard
fmerchant ships, or even ships of war in foreign
countries, pay no regurd to tiiese orders or invituti-
ous of their former sovereign. Indeed, all who have
become naturalised i foreign countries, or entered
into contracts of any Kind, public or private, with
governments or merchants, or farmers or manufic-
tures, have no right to return until they have fulfiiled
their covenants and obligauons.—The President of
the United States has us legal suthority to issue si-
milur proclamations, und they would be as much res-
pected by American citizens, all over the globe.
But every American would say his compliunce was
voluntarily, and none, whose engagements ubroad
were incompatible, would obey. But 1t is un ac-
kuowledged principle, that every nutton has a right
to the service of its subjects in time ot war.” ﬁly
whom is this principle acknowledged? By no man,
[ belicve, in the unlimitted sense m which it is Lere
asserted.  With certain  qualifications and pestyic.
tions it may be admitted.  Within the rvealm and
his own diminions the king hus a right to the ser.
vice of his subjects, at sea and on land, by voluntary
eniistments, and to send them abrozd on toreign voy-
uges, expediuons and enterprisvs—lut it would be
difficultto prove the right of uny executive umhbﬁw'
ofa free people to compel free subjects into service
by conscriptions or impressments, like g:zlley-alu\-m;
af the point of the bayoney; or before the mouths
of field artillery. Extreme cases and imperioug n(-'_
cessity, 1t 15 said, have no kaw § butsuch extremitics
-.uu:! necestity must be very obvious to the whole
nation, or freemen will not comply.  Impressments
ol scumen from British merchantmen in port oraut
seg, ure no better thu._n the conscriptions of sokiiers
by anulcpn or Lewis XIV. who set him  the Wi
ample. So much for that part of the proclamation
which the text produces to public view. Now [0,:
the ?thcr party which it has artfully concealed.

Thurlow, when he was chancellor, bazarded u
saying to a committee of¥the city of London, that
the pructice of impressment of seamen was I::;;nl 3
gut tlhe dmmm;:;cc answered him respectfully, but

rmly, though in the presence of the King in coun-
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uisition is made for this" The 3
in abhorrence by the-men-o
‘The boatswuin of the Rose frigate, shier the 9
tal 6f the four Irish ssilors, who were proge
u spectaal court of admiralty at Boston, for ki
gallunt und amiable officer, lieutenant Pativon
“ this is « Kind of work in which I bave bes
constantly enguged for twenty yedrs, i. ¢. in BElll
with honest saiiors, to depfive them e
[ always suspected that 1 ought tobe hunged &
but now I know it.” Since I bave alladed do
case, it may ot be a miss to recollect e :}"
circumstances of it. T AR
A ang from the Rose, e
lieut. Panton, with & midshipman snd s f
ordinary seamen, visited and searched wmeih
ship from Marblehead, be 5 M He
at sea. The lieutenant enquired if any.
I+<h or Scotchmen were on board'? Net
with the answer he received, he prepared 058
the ship from stem tosern. At fast ho o
Irishmen retired and concoaled in the fope
—With sword and pistols hie immedisely
stege to the enclosure and summoned the
surrender. Carbertt, who had the cool intres
of a Nelson, reasoned, remanstrated, and
the law with the precision of a Max
know who you are. You .are the B
man of war, come witha 1o &
of my liberty. You have no o impi
[ have retreated from you as far as.-1 ean § Jf
no farther. 1, and my companidns are déter
to stand upon our de Stana offl™ Ty
lers within without employed their @
mmm other, and & midshipman, in the'
ion, fired a pistol into the foréspeek andll
«n arm of onc of the four. Corbett, who #
the entrance, was sengaged in a contest .
and defiances with the leutenant: - He' rep)
what he bad before m}ith-md iz a t
harfioon in the salt, with which the - loade
said, “ Yol are detérmined to deprife md o
berty, and [ ampdetermined o “':_
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over that line, | shall consider it as i pre
are determined to impress me, and by :
God of Heaven, you are a dead man.” = Aygd
lad," said the lieut. « T have soen many & bravel
low before now.” ‘Taking his OX UL
pocket, and taking a pinch of he very d
berately stepped over the line t

seize Corbett. The latter, dra
and driving his harpoon with all
the carotid artery and ,u

licut. dead at his feet. The R ;
ment to the p ; broke down the
andl seized the four Irishmen; and b

to tridl for piracy and murder. The court eols
ed of governour Bernard; governour 'Wehitwe
chié{{usﬁu: Hutchinson, judge Achniuty, comis
tore Hood himself, who then commanded sl
s_t‘ipa of war on the station, nownp-'u‘-"_
tish empire, and twelve or fifteen others; coune
lors of Massachusetts, New-Ham Rb
Island.  After the trial, the

Bernard, pronounced the judgement
that the action of the re was justif
icide, and in this opinion the whole court:
imous. _The sailor who was wounded in
brought " an action against the midshl
commodore Hood himself interposed
compensdtion to the sallor, to his satisfoe
which the action was withdrawn.
impressment of seamen, as it stoody by Tay
our revolution—~"The atithor of my text;
ries his courtly compliisance to the Englishg
ment, further than the governours Be
Hutchinson, and even than lord Hood ¢
when we were a part of the British empire.
thinks, that, as every nation has a ns?‘t LA
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vice of its subjects, in time of war,

tion of the king of Great Britain, comm

naval officers w practise such impre

board, not only the vessels of his own subjectsy bl &

of the U. States, a foreign nation, could not fumishy*

the slightest ground for an embargo ! P i

‘essary for me 1o say, that any thipg Farnish

a sufficient ground for an embarga, tong

time, this, I leave to the responsility of ot pr ol

dent, senators, and representativas in congt

But, I say; with confidence, chat it furnished a4l

clent ground for @ duelgParion of wars Not tie™®

murder of Pierce, nor all the murders on board AN

Chesapouke, nor all the other injuries atid

we have received from foreign nationsy.att

45 they have been, can' be of such dangé

ng and pericious consequence to this codnt

this proclamation, if we have servility engug "

submat to it. - 2 g

vancy April, 18, 1803

Str——I have rt:c.r.'as:'d yugr l'a’:ruur of ¢ - &

Tagree with you that our Prosperity hasLeen as

18 that of any people that ever existed #hd thiat

gi.asﬂ:\chuscm and national Constitutions aré ¢
13l

N any that 1 have knewn or read, . long 8

are administered by the people and lheimﬂ‘z
tatives according to their spirit and true principles. .
low long this wil depends uponthe peoplemg
sclves.  If the and their Representatives s
crifice the chat 'andllestmjltho influence of the
best, most enlight€fied and most disintevested mety
by calumnices, und promote those who pave neither
heads nor hearts fig for their stations and are actish=
ted only by motives of avarice dnd ambitiony it will
not be very long before our prosperity will be ex~
changed for Calamity and our [ree constitationseon~ ==
verted into Tyranies, i RS

That T neitheir wish for a Monarch .
¢ ‘ nor a Greci~
an Democrdcy nor a Grecianor ana; cracy
in tlyesc U. States is mostcertain und m
to this whole nution it they have eyer atietided tom

words, uctions or writin for filly yesrs—=In ;
vy W76 I printed m minion o{'a'

government under the e of Thoughts ova
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