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press their honest convictions. The
mischief in the United States has been,
and is, that they have had both ballot-boxe- s,

and have obtained the votes of
those who believe in change and pro-

gress under false pretences perpetuated,
under these different names, Republi-
can and Democratic. They have not,
therefore, been compelled to defend
their order and stability. Tljere
has been no opposition press, because
there has been no opposition party.
Public discussion of questions vitally
affecting the welfare of the people has
fallen so far into disuse as. to have
reached the point of being considered,
by "pulpit, and university alike,
either dangerous or wicked. Lacking
the knowledge of facts which free and
honest discussion makes univer-
sal, the American tory is said to be
the most ignorant person in the world.

This lack of public discussion threat-
ens the . intellectual life of the whole
nation. It has produced at least one
deplorable and disquieting result: one-ha- lf

of this people does not know
the half thinks. Uninfluenced by
that public discussion which is neces-
sary to enlist the intelligent

of a convinced people, not only
prohibition, but all issues, are
taken away from the consideration of
the voters and settled by legislative
committees and caucuses, which de-

cide, never on the merits of the issue,
but always on the "politics" of the is-

sue. The laws may be good or bad.
Merits of the laws thus are not
involved in this question at all. But
as the democratic English bishop re-

marked: "It is better to have a people
free than to have a people sober." This
method of law-maki- ng is evil through
and through. Of such stuff is despo-
tism made and by such stuff is, liberty
destroyed. Democracy is concerned
primarily, not with the making of good
laws, but with the making of good peo-
ple. Germany gave goqd streets to
Berliners. America gives bad streets
to New Yorkers. But democracy is
willing to wait until the experience of
bad streets creates voters who demand

streets. To conceive fine laws
and superimpose them from above is
not the method of democracy; it is
the method of autocracy ' and despo-
tism.

The need for the construction of a
new ballot-bo- x is evident. The voters
who believe in progress and reform
have their honest opinions; but they
have, neither party nor ballot-bo- x thru
which to express them. They are prac-
tically disfranchised. They are forced
at present either to choose between the

is well
which they do not believe, and the So-

cialist ballot-bo- x, in which likewise,
do not believe, or to stay at home.

The necessity for this new ballot-bo- x

is rapidly becoming imperative. The
grame is well-nig- h

played out. Reaction might as
well unite its forces and become open,
outspoken, and honest. This plan has,
indeed, been considered as a national
policy, and has actually been practiced
in congressional districts when react-
ion felt its power threatened. More-
over, sectionalism is The ' great
war wiped" away its last vestige. The
economic and industrial problems that
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create the vital political issues .of the
present divide into two honest oppos-
ing camps the voters of every city,
town, village, and agricultural district
throughout the entire nation. ,

Unless the voters who believe in
changes and reforms are given the op-

portunity to make those changes
through constitutional discussion and
political decision, the forces of unrest
and discontent will widen and deepen,
until at some future day they break
forth in violent revolution. Reaction
becomes insane when it strives to sup-
press the discussion of the vital prob-
lems of life. It places itself squarely
against those impalpable forces of the
human spirit which know no opposi-
tion. "Idiots," said Sir Charles James
Napier, "talk of agitators; there is but
one in existence, and that is injustice."
Nor dare we forget in this day of nati-
onal crisis the wise word of Sir Robert
Peel, who defined discussion to be "the
marshalling of the conscience of a na-
tion to mould its laws."

Hitherto believers in progress and
change have been trusting, souls, know-
ing he situation, but standing, like
Micawber, waiting for something to
turn up to right matters:

Fooled with hope, men favor deceit;
Trust on, and think tomorrow will

repay,
Tomorrow's falser than the former

day;
Lies worse, and while it says we

shall be blest
With some new joys, cuts off what we

possessed.
The time has come for them to cease
hoping and go to work. No real issue
is going to break through the stone-
wall of Republican-Democrat- ic control.
No European convulsion is to re-ali- gn

American political life. oCngress is not
"going to restore liberty to American
people." Liberty comes by no such
easy "pill-taki- ng method." Liberty
comes to men who seize it and by eter-
nal vigilance keep it. The creation of
a new ballot-bo- x means the construct-
ive will and the steady work of those
who need it in order to assert their
right of participation in the govern-
ment of their own nation. How many
are they? No one knows. The forces
of progress and reform have never had
an organized identity. They have been
scattered and concealed within the
supporting ranks of this reactionary
Democratic-Republica- n organization.
Let them but separate themselves from
an organization that stands against
their convictions and defeats their
hopes, and they will discover their
power, at the same time forcing their
opponents into the open to defend that
order and stability in which they have
secretly believed.

Wanted a ballot-bo- x! The party of
order and stability has one. The So-

cialist has one. The terrorist does not
want one; he seeks a bomb, and in the
wicked stupidity of violence plays in-
to the hands of the party of order and
stability and discredits the forces of
peaceful progress and change. The
Bolshevikapours his bitter scorn upon
such an infantile idea as a new ballot-bo- x;

he wants a new world and hev

wants it quick; he would manufacture
a revolution, ' or what to . his foolish

(Concluded on. page 10) , - .'.
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July 21st
To

July 26 Inclusive

All residents of Elizabeth City
are urged, to "Clean Up" their
grounds and homes'and deppsit
all refuse of any and all discrip-tio- n

on the sidewalk line on the
day of the regular collection for
their district. '

The City will be glad to take this
material away without charge.
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