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"GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
Weosesoav, Nov, 17.
The following M was received
from His Excellency,” Governor Owex,
by his private Secretary, Joah B. Muse

T the Horordble
the Genergl Assembly of North Caroling :

GENTLEMEN,

_ : Yoy have again the envi-
ble privilege of assembling yourselves
together, as the Repredentatives freely
chosen of & sovepeign ~and - independent
people 1o dekiberate upon their concerns,
and to fegia!nte for their benelit; and pro-
bibly the beneficence of Providence has
not been more elearly manifested in an{
of the political events of the age in whic

iwe live, than 4n imparting that wisdom to
the framers of the Constitition under

swhich you are assembled, and by Wwhich Fhave béen procured, by

that happy form of Government was es-
tablished, which preservés us equally free
from the tyranny of the gld world,and the
confasion and licentiousness of some of
. the _nations in oup owh hemisphere.—
Trusting for the Success of your labours
tothe rectitude of your intentions, and
above all, cafting youreelves upon the fa-
vor of that Being who is “the founder of
nations, and the builder of wor#ls," and
without whosee blessing all human efforts
must-be exerted in vain, they gpust result
in the establishment of measures tending
to the ndvancement and exaltation of the
prosperity and character of our State, and
the happiness of its people.
. The object bf all our legislation i¢ the
happiness of our citizens, gud in further-
anee of this object, I would partieularly
invite your attention to the education of
oyr youth—the internal improvement of
the gta.to——m\d the regulation of the cir-
culating medium, as tae three great and
Jeading subjects which should claim your
attention at the present session. Other
subjects of importance will suggest them-
selves to your consideration, too numer-
ous te receive particular attention in an
annual communication from the Executive,
but of sufficient importance not to escape
the vigilance of the Legislature. )

"Fhe importance'of a general diffusion
of knowledge is universally admitted ; nor
is it any longer pretended, that learning
is unfavorable to merals, or injurious to
the best interests of a nation—On thecon-
{rary, our own expeérience as a nation, and
the history of the world, prove to us, that
most of those who are corfdemned to the
just punishment of malefactory under the
'Lw:i' of a+Christian community, are the
exceedingly ignorant ; who have been hur-
ried into acts of violence, or séduced into
excess; by the example of a few, whose
gituation from ‘fortuitous circumstances
afford them a passport to luxury and to
eriminal indulgence.

Ifthen it be true, that the viee; irreli-
gion; and consequent poverty and misery
of a large portion of our fellow-citizens
are 6 be attributed to their intellectual
koudition, are these not indispensable
eonsiderations to the virtuous legislator ?
. "The benevolent designs of the philenthro-
pist, and the particular plans of the poli-
tical economist to promote the general
diffusion of education, are mere instry-
men
_gislator, and without the aid ef the strong
arm of governiment must fall “still born,”
and prove ineflectual for raising the igno-
yant from their degraded condition. The
object of education is to train the young
to usefulness, and to fit them for that sta-
tion which they are to assume in after life
among freemen. Without a proper cul-
tivation of the moral and intellectual fac-
wlties, this end can never be attained ;
these artificial helps have ever been found
tosuflice. Whilst other members of this

t confederacy have been appropriat-

ng millions for the general concérn of li-
terature, and establishing Schools for the
eJucation of their youth, thereby enabling
them to keep pace with the enlightened
age in which we live, has there not beena
manifest dereliction of duty on the pari
of those who who have been entrusted
with the regulation of the political econo-
wmy of North-Carelina, that ju all its
bounds there never has been established a
gingle institution for gratuitous instrue-
tion, even in the elementary branches of
education, Fellow-citizens of the Senate
_ dénd of the House of Commons, should
thisbe so? and will you permit it any
langerto be the case? Have we not re-
sotrees approaching almost to immensi-
¥ lavished upon us—and if they are not
properiy: md.iiil.qmjimeiqrﬁld a
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Mt!:spﬂb s not an untried one, but
lias Yed other legislators to the happiest

| rpsults, by smeliorating the condition of

socigty, establishing corvect habits, vir-
{les, morals and religion, always: under
thesé are
the only sure conservatorsof the govern-
ment undér which we live. In the ar-
éhives of the State, you have abundant
materials from which to complete a sys-
tem for North«Carolina for the gratuitous
publi¢ instruction of the youth of the
State. If in such a system it be necessa-
to tax the wealthy for the bhenefil of
the poor, it is in the nature of things that
it should be so, and it should be recollec-
ted that itis the latter who are oftener
called on to fight the battles of their ¢oun-

iry. /

The University of the State; should, in
connection with primary schools, also
ciaim the fostering eare of the Legisla-
ture. For this Institution spacious build-
ings have beenerected—extensive and va-
luable libraries have been collected +-cost-
ly chemical and philosophical apparatus
which the Profes-

sors are enabled  to eommunicate insiruc-

and science with more ease ; and these
have been effected in no small* degree by
private contribution.  Afler having strug-
gledethrough many years for a precari-
ous existence, until it has attained to a
lofty eminence among the colleges of our
country, the Trustees are reduced to Jthe
necessity of either abandoning it altogeth-
er, or of turning it over to the Legislature
of our country. The last alternative has
been adopted. - To you, many of whom
have received your deayest and most val-

‘aable inheritance within its consecrated,

walls, they are abowmt to surrender their
trust ; and with that, this “child "of the

‘Constitution”—which, if cherished as it

should be, must become the great. moral
enﬁine of supplying the halls of our Le-

islature, the nc%, the Pulpit, and the

ar, with that learning and tafent, which,
without it, will be looked for in vain from
other parisof the State, and must be sup-
plied frorrabroad. There can be no bet-
ter test of the-enlightened wisdom of a na-
tion, than the extent and sufficiency of its
provision for the mental and moral in-
struction of its children, and we can nev-
er hope to establish for North-Carolina, an
elevated standard of education, or even of
social and national virtue, until the prin-
ciples of correet education, and their in-
fluence upon society, shall have been
known, acknowledged, and practised a-
mong ourselves. Is there not a constitu-
tional injunction on_the subject of educa-
tion, and this too, founded on the. belicf
(to use no stronger term) that a system of
gen¢ral education, is indispensablé to a
system of general morality, and that from
!.}{nsc alone, we can hope to perpetuate
the free institutions of our country.

To the Internal Improvement of the
State, the attention of the Legislature has
for years been dirccted, without sccom-
plishing many very important objects.

For the improvement ofour intercourse,
both personal and commercial, the live-
liest interest has been evidenced in every
part of the State, and with much proprie-
ty ; for by these alone can the rich boun-
ties of nature, distributed over our territo-
ry, find a markel, and a ready exchange
for the varied products of other soils, and
the fruits of other climates—yet this, how-
ever correct and sound in principle, is li-

“-—sgin the hands of the loafak?- *~ “urtful delays, and even utter fail-

ure, when undertaken with inadequate
means, or managed by incompetent skill.
Many of the most liberal and well devi-
sed plans for the internal improvement of
various parts of the United States have
been retarded, and in some instances have
proved unsuccess{u] from these very caus-
es, and have contributed not a little to sink
into disréepute the whole system. If an
appropriation adequate to some great
work of internal improvement cannot be
made, it is better to abandon the system
entirely for the present, fo stop and ceon-
omise, until our funds aceumulate, and
our resources are further developed by
individual enterprise, and no longer to
fritfer away our means by small and inef-
feciual appropriations, which require an
additiorml amount nearly equal; to dis-
burse them. :
The Board of Internal Improvements,
which has ever been distinguished for in-
telligence, and never more so than at the
present moment, is, nevertheless, with the
Governor at their head as President ez-
officio, deemed to be, for all the purpeses
of their appointment, an inefficient body,
and, with deference to the Legisla-)
ture, sh be dirnnd with.
~ The eitizens of the State, will not sep-
arate the Executive from the President of
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the trangaction ion of blsines inevet)"exctm-
sion from the seat of %ommcnt. Itis
'thew!’nqo respectl mended, that

the Board, be itioued, and if an
works of Intergal Emiprovement slnﬁ
clain the attention of the Legislature; so
as to wequire an appropfiation for their
accomplishinent, that a8 Buperintendent
of Public w;:lll 'h' A 3
competent salary, 0 res~
})on'aible to the Legislature for the
ormance of any enterprisc, and to whom
the Engineershould be responsible in turn,
for the eflect to be produced by his owr

jects. Without such direct and well
mdcd responsibility, nothing valuable
can be expected, and it Is certain this kingd
of responsibility does fiot obtain in our

ent systen.

pri; my Ltlmml communication to
the General Asfembly, I had the honor of
calling their attehtion to the re-opening a
communieation from the Albemarle Sound
to the Atlantic Ocean, and I gannot in jus-
tice to my own feelings (much heighten-
ed upon this subject by a recent examina-
tion of the waters of thiscommodions bay
tnder an act of the lae session) permit it
to without calling your attention to
it again. Asmuch opposed as any one
{o the constructive powers of the General
Government, by which the right to make
appropriations from the public funds for
purposes not clearly and undeniably na-
tional, is claimed, it is mevertheless be-
lieved to be an essential ingredient in the
general économy of the nation, no less as
regards her pursuits in peace, than a pre
aration  for war, that Congress should
have the right of construcyug harbots,
erecting light-houses and designating
ship channels through dangerous bays.—
Is then the. opening a [direct communica-
tion from this bay to “the great highway
of nations,” nqt a work undeniably nation-
al inits charactér * Arenot “the profits of
commerce—the dangers of shipwreck—
pursnit by an enemy-—convenience
privatetrs and vessels of war,”—are these
wot national objects, and of sufficient im-
portance to claim the attention of the
General Government? - Then a harbour
constructed here, will, in the language of
their own most distinguished Engineesgs,
“be formed precisely in that part of the
coast where it is most needed.”

The good sense of the Legislature will
readily perceive the special benefit which
North-Carolina would #

ever may be the peculiar advantages
which locality may give to her, as grow-
ing out of this improvement, a strong con-
viction must rest upon the mind of every
attentive examiner of the subject, that the
gencral advantage to the whole nation is
of such preponderating influence, as to
render it an object of peculiar advantage,
and to bring it within the pale of consti-
tutional appropriations for the General
Government, The citizens of Norfolk,
with aliberality and a zeal which have
ever characterised the commonwealth of
Virginia, are still pressing on in an enfer-
prise, by which the rich and abundant
products of this important portion of our
hState will inevitably be drawn from. us,
unless the eourse of commerce be diverted
by the energies of our citizéns. If weare,
then disposed to give the aid of Legisla-
tive authority to our Representatives in
, by which thatinfluence to which
the State is entitled in the councils of the
Union shall be duly felt, nothing can more
effectually strengthen them in their effors
at those measures, which, inthe prosecu-
tion of thig business may be found negdful.

“The permanent and steady value of

operty, and the certain rewards of in-

ustry in any country, depend not less
upen the uniform value of its éirculating
medium, than upon the proper quantity
for its commeraiadpe=~>=====nor indeed,
can the one be well maintained withvut
the other. An undue issue and employ-
ment of currency, thereby imparting an
ddventitious value to property, have in
most of the States of the Union, produ-
ced difficulties and embarrassments which
have seldom failed to overiake with ruin,
some of the enterprising, and many of the
most valuable of our citizens.

So great have been the evils produced
from this souree, in most of the Western
and Southern States, that many are dis-
posed to welcome the return of the pre-
cions metals as the circtlating medium,
to the entire exclusion of paper—this lat-
ter, however, has been rendered =0 popu-
lar with most persons, and so indispensa-
ble to merchants, for purposes of business,
and to the emigrating portion of our com-
munity, in consequence of its convenience
for transportation beyond the mountains,
and in innumerable instances, its return
to the extensive owners of western lands
residing in our own State, that its almost
indefinite augmentation was deemed at
one period of our history, not only as jus-
tifiable, but the sure means of advancing
 the general interest. Yet as the science
of Banking. advanced, aud redundamcy
Mﬁw were no longer con-

as synonymous with prosperity,
but that the precious metals ' there-
by been dgiven from us, and the rus
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have lostits e le value, exceplat
%o great a discount that the poor & Hﬁh
classesof the commiMity in point of wealth
were hot unfrequently deprived of all
their propesty, without effecting pay-
ment of their debts—and his will never
fail to be ihe case in any community where
the representative of property is in a rd:
reciated state, for it is upon these €

ses that the burden of such 8 currency
must noeessarily fall, . The defects of the
tising—its tendency to produce
adventure, imym nee and frand, and
its certain influence and effect on the mo-
ral feeling, as well as the industry of the
wunlﬂ', are considerations, which should
keep the subject before the watchful vi-

reasons to apprehend that the present
moinent is peculiarly appropriate for its
examination—{or although the currency
of the country is now in as sound and
healthful a condition as i} can be made,
being uniform in value with the precious
metals, and the quantity ‘pa bﬁ' equal
to the demands furnished b¥*the commer-
cial operations of the State, yetit is with-
in the knowledge of every member of the
Legislature, that this amount is in a
course of such rapid diminution, that it
may produce such a sudden appreciation
in the value of ‘money, and consequent
depreeiation in the value of property, as
will overwhelm the debtor part of the
community in ruin. The State Bank has
already discontinued two of its branches,
and all the lecal Banks have lessened
their cigeulation to & sum within one-third
of swhat it was a few years since—and by
a conventional regulation of these instita-
tions with the State, they are all ecom-
pelled, soon to circumseribe their issues
within a certain sum much below even
what it now is. When to these conside-
rations is added the fact, that they have
all ceased to produce much profit to the
State, and less to individual Stockholders,
it is but reasonable to suppose, that their
charters, if not surrendered, will eertainly
not be extended by the Legislature.—
The State of North-Carolina will then
goon have the alternative presented Lo
her, of submitting to a circulating medi-
um furnished by the United States Bank,

viding for herself such a medium of ex-
¢hange, as will best subserve the interest

[of her citizens, guarding equally against

ruinous excess, and sudden deficieney.—
It is therefore respectfully recommended,
that & Bank be established, somewhat up-
on the principle of the United States
Bank, neither ezclusively the praperty of
the State, or exclusively of individua

relyiog neither on the prudence of Direc-
tors alone, nor yet committed entirely to
the management of the Legislature. The
first, actuated by mercenary motives, &
regardless of a due limitation of the quan-
tity of paper to the demands of commeree
might multiply the cireulating medium
beyond all due bounds—and the latter,
feeling only @ community of interest in
such an institution with the other ¢itizens
of the State, and subjeet fo annual change,
might require the excitement of indivig -
al interest to preserve in healthful con-
dition, the affairs of a Bank. In such an
institution, réstricted in their anpual di-

little, if any, beyond the legal interest of
money, it is believed that an innate check
would be provided, whose force and in-
fluence, from its very nature, would ope-
rate on the directory at the moment when
loans were made; obviate the motive toex-
cess of issues, & thereby insure a uniformi-
ty inthecurrency with the precious metals;
the primary object to be effected by all
Legislative enactments on this important
branch. afaur- »~litical_economy—and i
for such a charter, or any other which
the State may t, a compensation
should be reqniregdr,m;t should be paid,
not in an annual tax, but at the expira-
tion of its charter, and out of the surplus
profits of the Bank. For this modifita-
tion of the system of Banking, now pro-

and recommended to the adoption
of the Legielature, I am indebted to the
simultaneous suggestion of two of the
most distinguished citizens of the State,
who have commanded almost an unequal
share of the public confidence, which will,
I doubt not, ensure for it, the respect-
ful censideration of the Leg;ishtnre.

The Congress of the United States, at
their last session, passcd a law, common-
ly called the * Indian Bill,’ by which
the President of the United States is au-
thorised to have so much of the territory
belonging to the United States west of the
Mississippi, and not included in any State
divided into a suitable number of diftricts

for the reception of such tribes or nations
of Indians as may choose to exchange for
them the lands where they now reside—
and making an ample appropriation for
their transportstion and subsistence for

than from wisdom, is the only

e
practicable means of effecting the volun-
igfation of the-remnent of Indian |
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(the existence of which beyond its present
charter is certainly doubtful) or of pre-

vidends to a specific sum, and this, very |
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this relation (inherent in t{e%ﬁal_ cons
dition of the Southern country, by whick
either the security of property,orits vuloe,
may be effcted—for in the sume propote
tion as these are secured, will the general
protéction and comfort of the slave be re.
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excitement which bas iled on
subject in the South, North-Caralina has
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der the heaviest burdens she has ever been -
called on to sustain—and srée we yet
quired to manifest a patienge which
never be exhausted, and a * meekngs
which shall bear all things " Iy it’
osed that our feelings-are but the
ring embers of diseontent which.
only an opportunity to be blown
flame ? ave not recent occurrences
our own nei ghborhood.fron'ﬂ:kh we
kept aloof, proved that these are not t
feelings which have actuated us? Very
little is the character of
stood, if it is beliemd.m
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servile fear, or & cp :
curity within herself. Interestis the point
upon which she, with all the other

of dlhe confoden}::y, formed their Union,
and to suppose that the principles of ¢
Government were founded aponip r

estimate—and particularly upon s
timate of humal:l. chlno’tllyr-"ﬁaim\ih
of no alloy, would argue a want of exs
perience in the framers of our constitution
which our own understanding,. and our
own experieneg, discard advisionary.

A commen T » without deriviag
a common benefit from it, and a common
contributiondgreplenish it, ¥ as imjust ay

a community of goods, without a commue ~ i

nity of toil—it discourages all energy, b
destroying the rewards of habour,
makes one portion of the conntry depens
dant upon and s i asiothe
counteracts the very principles- upon
o i

the common defence and gemeral wel-

Sfare, '

1 transmit to the Legislature/a copy of
an incendiary publication which has been
circulated very extensively in the South-

Lern couniry, the design and mischievous

tendeney of which, cannot be mistaken,
The discovery of this inflammatory pro=
duction in Virginia, Sou Geors
gia and Lotisiana, and more in
our own State, can leave no doubt wpon
any rational mind, that & ot
tempt is making by some 53 persons,
some too, who under the ¢over.of pioos -
exertion to enlighten the ignorant, and
lead them from sensualizing darkness, arg
willing to sow sedition among our slaves;
and this book, artfully distor the
peaceful doctrines of the Bible, is \
ded, and well calculated to prepare the
minde of that portion of our population,
for any measure, however des :
It is fruitless to complain of the relation
between master and servant, and it would
be criminal in the Legislature to attempt
ing out of
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