3 : ¢ R . : y ‘ ¢ : i 3
C.‘/"’ =il . ' i' Flb
( J"" ¢ ¢ &/ ,

- THE ST

And North-Carolina State qutge. . ] ;

”,
.

— P —————— — e e —— e ——— ——

[No. 18.

RALETGH, (N. C,) FRIDAY, MAY 3, 1816, . -

e e
—— e

5 ’ b & {

- : t the patriotism of some be observed —that the e themselves appear | worthies, the fruit af‘:xhbu-isf-ﬂqdl
| i :};:“rll‘:la:rhp:uﬂ}p:m:: tt:)ninfompl.nc. 1 would jike 1@ be altogether ignmr?teﬂ the benefit of plans | u the sweat of wh ' mlr

| greatly,aye,and vastly (as Launcelot g#tall of internal improvement. They are wheedled ehead : w Fuse it
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be sent without at Jeast "‘L';: g paid ':‘m,ﬁ:! raft of my prejudices, which Inﬁnc had the ill- iwllnhd raying the expense of government this | compelied to serves community of fx m
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dous work of public utility.” If such, however, | intorder to effect this grand desideratum, will be Inland Navigation, -Ww hoen suffered to
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th 8 &u y from which | _ wus :
ay be apprehended that popularity may re- toadeliberativ y: D'trust, however, it will
ceive some rude shock, or some sirocco hlast. befound to possess this redeeming virtue with

respectable portion of législative capacity and -

g:triotic liberality. so conspicuous in your last
But this is not all ; these said characters must foture legislatures,—that while it wall hold
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mm——
—

PUBLISHED WEERLY,
BY THOMAS HENDERSON, JUN.
pubecription, three dollars per asnum-—inf no paper

"~ STATE POLICY.
FOR THE STAR.

My Tin Cart, Feb. 3, 1816.

M. Editor—I1 observed in one of your late pa-
rs, an extract, or some ext~acts from the Jour-
pal of a Yankee Pedler Lawyer. As I consider
wrsell the author of thosg remarks aad observa-

tions, delivered in the %M i
think | have some reason for complaint against
that tattling sort of spirit that must out withyeve-

ssion of Assembly. The same companion, of
whose appellative I hiad occasion to speak above,
and who 1s a little addicted to speculate when

ry thing it either sees or hears; but as the folly
and indiscreticn of some one has prompted him
to make my crude and undigested reflections

ublic, I trust 1 need no other apology for re-ap-

caring at thistime, not so much in the character
of a Journalist. as a defender of what 1 conceive
will be thought heretical opinions, in this countrys
for such. no doubt, will be the prevailing senti-

went respecting my mem’s,

Perhaps one of the most flagrant accusations
T.could have made, in the eyesof a southern pa-
triot, against his com-patriots, was, to allege in
them a want of public spirit, as members of the |
Common'.calth: and to institute the invidious
comparison I did, in this respect, between the

morthern and southern people.

I confess it myself, to be a bold declaration,
and one which should not be hazarded against a

loval and inielligent

po.int ; and

more of my rauk positions.

I am not induced, Mr. Editor. to commence

this vindication from any apprehensions

there are no inducements at hand to rummage
among his tin, observed to me that he thought ita
little ridiculous that the western section of the
State, while it contained both a vast majority of
population and a much more considerable extent
of territory than the eastern, should always have
the jack turned upon them in the lemslative
game. T asked biin fo acconnt for it.  He began
thisway. * Whether, (sayshe.) the climate by its
salubrious qualities, originates a '.-uporim- energy,
and activity of intellect, is a question I will not
take on mysclf to decide; but on a comparison
between the inhabitants of the eastern and wes-
tern divisions of the State.in relation to superior
intellectual vigor. the fact is certainly in favor of
the latter—and a good proof of it is, that I can
always make fise gow hargains in the lower parts
of the State to one in the upper. This superior

ple, without the best | growth of talents and information, produces what
grounds. Wykat, therefore, I may have now to|
say. shall he confined to the establishment of this

rhaps, if I get over it, without any
great diﬂicurte\‘. I may proceed to defend some

under similar circumstances, I take to he a na-
tural consequenceq—a secret envy and jealousy
of such superior, mental importance, and a con-
tinued dread and apprehension of being over-
reached in plans am‘ schemes of policy and fi-

nace. Hence it turns out that the members in

about | the legislative body, are always kept at a sort of,

order to stand acqhitted in their eyes, they are
forced to flatter some of the mostlow, vulgar and

contemptible passionsand prejudices of those they

represent.  And here it is that they cease to be
passive instruments and hecome the positive ang
efficient agents, not only in perpetuating those
illiberal opinions and contracted notions, preva-

may point to the land of discovery for those that
may succeed.

What other State is there in the Uniony, that has
not done more forits citizens than yours # '
one. I venture to assert. While some have es:
tended the work of Inland Ni
have been erecting Peniteutiaries and turnpiki

lent amoug the common order of men. but lend" their roads.  Of not one of these kinds of ime« ¥

the sanction of their mames and approba to

that wretched system of political waywardness |
by which it may be said. that almost everyavenue |

to correct information and intelligence. 15 closed
against the people.  What shall be said of such
men. who thus act so diametrically opposite to the
purpuses of their elections who, instead of fur-
nishing every aid in their power towards amelio-
rating the condition of those they represent : who.
instead of endeavoring to accelerate the march of
the human mind. and to establish the dominion
of intellizgence and refinement over ignorance and
superstition, seem to do all they can to prevent
the accomplishment of these great ends ?

¢ That popydarity which dares 1= expose itself
to the shock ¢f political discussion and party agi-
tation, is of a sickly and degenerate species, aud
at once denotes its origin. That geuuine popu-

provements can .+ ar State boast ; andil fenryau '
are destined to walk in the politicab back ground,
unt’l a political regeneration takes place—until
the people see how their confiderce has been vip-
lated—how their trusts have been abused——and
until a spirit of reformation begins to animate the
whole mass of your lation. In other#States
vou might look for the seeds of ! ement in
the rvpresvntativeahgthe people ;3 but this order
does not seem to obifain with you. One thing I
take tobe morally eertain, that if your state never
starts in the career of improvement, until its re-
presentatives become the agents and organs of
imparting liberal and enlightened notions of pe-
licy and econdmy, you are to remain, like Gen.
Hull when near Malden, some time in statu qup.
Good people of the State of North-Carolina, k
me advise you, as a disinterested stranger who

hvigation, others .

vell; but because 1 wish to put the fact, as well |
as the assertion, home to you. B

The only way by which the public spirit of a

ople is manifested, is, upon occasions of public
interest or concern. What I understand, howe-
ver, by public spirit, is not merely beingalive.
and awake, to what is passing in the community,
and concurring in the advantages and improve-
ment likely to happen or arise ; but it is the dis-

sition to aid and facilitate those designs, which
ﬁ:\"c public utility, and public improvement, for
their object, from the pure and disinterested mo-
tive of public welfare. N

I think it is right to set out with definitions,
particularly on propositions susceptible of vari-
ous solutions. {\f'c then always know the point

sparring. 'The western section of the State can-/ larity of ¢ its own conscious virtue hold,™ is, my
not have one of her great counties divided, but fr-wml. in these latter days, a sort ol rare commo-
that the eastern must also be gratified in the cre- dity, fit only for an order of men, altogether dif-
ation of a new one. To such conduct they are Jerent in Kind from the great majority of the le-
no doubt actuated from motives of keeping up|gislativeassembly of North-Carolina.. )
the balance.” Then turning about to me,archly | ¢ Lamafraid.indeed, that this genuine species,
& sarcastically enoygh, ¢ do you begin, says he, | havinggrown sick and Cisgusted at the fine scenes
to perceive that the principle of pelitical balan-| exhibited at Old Field Musters, over the heads of
cing, obtains as well in republics, as in monar-| wln'sky and brandy barrels. ha§ soared to a purer
chies and aristocracies ? This principle of balan- | region, and to a more genial clime. In her stead
cing in the political system,added he, is a natural |she has left a sort of counterfeit species, which
one, and it obtained here in the State of North- |starts at the whispers of a caucus, much like the
Carolina, long hefore the discordant elements ot | young fawn of Horace at the rustling of the leaves.
revolution hurled to atoms and destruction the| ** If, now, my friend, what I have stated be
political ramparts of Furope ; and, says he, in [correct, you may discover a great reason why
this little, narrow and circumscribed territory it | this State i3 so far behind others in the great ca-
for which we steer, and any aberration from the | has been productive of nearly the same bad con-|reer of _]whthai amj domesticimprovement. No
mark indicates either a disposition to holster a sequences. as on the great theatre of European | man thinks hl“‘_!“!“ elected to serve the interests
{alling cause,oran inability to establish just con- | politics. You must remember, my friend, that | 0f the people of the State collectively, but ouly
clusions. j E:u—iny; peddled longer in the State than vou have. thu?‘aoclluu whence he derives a little « brief au-
‘Now that I have defined my proposition, and | and having, besides, traversed it in almost every | thority :” and as the great mass of’ the population
. given my readers to understand what T mean by | direction, I have had many and hetter npportunf- are not sufficiently aware nf the importance of
public spiritin a penple, we will to the enquiry | ties of observing the workings and effects of this national character, norintelligent enough to dis-
about the fact of its application. Upon this point | halancing principle.  The fact is, that the true [ cern thebreach of legislative confidence, ﬂun;s
Ido not know that 1 s"uall he able to Yrmlucc any | interests and welfare ofithe State are cither lost |0 01 at this day as they did twenty years ago.”

knows something of the wayward policy of your
representatives, to turn over the hot beds of poli-
tical treachery. Sow a uew crop of public ¢ha-
racters, that you may reap a néw harvest of public -
measures. Refleet upon their qualifications to
serve you, and to eonfer that respectability and
nmportance to your State, which it does not at
present possess.  Barter not your ge, the
noblest prerogative of a freeman, 'f:rm:%ﬂy
shake of the hand, or a good drink of grog. Se<
lect those who have opinions of their own, and .
whe have intrepidity of tom e,
maintain them ; but notsoe¢ ly :
Judices as to lose sight of a liberal policy. By
pursuing this course, you may gain the eﬁavaml
ground to which the natural wealth and resources
of the State seem to entitle you.

Let me again exhort you o « cast off the coil”
of {nnr litical ¢¢ incumbrances” to soar in the
political regions toa purer sky, and to be nfin-
enced by an ¢ holier ambition” than local feel-
ings and local partialities. When this shall be
the case, perlaps the Yankee Pedler Lawyer shall
cease to hawk his tin among you, and aspire t4
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place in your public paper ‘ss

soon as may be convenient.

PREAMBLE:

Whereas it is marifest, that many vices are
prevalent among us, which tend, not only to de-
moralize our citizens, and corrupt the rising ge«
neration, but also to draw down the judgments
of God on our beloved and highly fa coun-

of public munificence, and fewer objects of [:ublic
finprovement, than any other State in the Union
of half her natural wealth and resources. Task
for one single index of national feeling, for na-
tional improvement, except the late appropriation
{ifit can Ee called an exception) hy the Legisla-
ture for a Statue of Washingtoni, to be placed in T
buikling,—itse!fas proud a monument of taste, for
stylein archit_cture, as the appropriation at this
temote period from the time of the existenca or
the great and illustrious worthy whom it is to
tommemorate, i3 a 8izn of national pride and

States arg divided, and with which they are ani-
mated, does not,in their legislative assembly, pro-
duce an indifference to local feclings and par- | Zenerziprinciples, 1 could allow no latitude, even
tialities. This, ifall other considerations failed. | 1o, for my scepticism. ‘T'he opinions of my
we should consider enough to operate a fusiun orl'f:'innd, the pedler. which, for the sake of better, 1
parties on local subjects : hut | haveever, as yet,! mustadoptynot vouching, however, in every parti-
observed the contrary to he we case.  When lo- | cular, for their correctness, 1 wish tobe takenin
cal partialities, tLerrfore, are so much permitted | part vindication of my ﬂpil}iﬂﬂﬁ as expressed i_!l
to swav wne conduct of the legislative body of the | my Journal. -~ My charge of a want of pubhic Sll’;' try; and whereas the experience of man

State, it is in vain to look for that unanimity and | vitamongthe people of the State, I wish to be |pag testified, that, under the influence o{ a be-
cordial co-operation which moves to and ensures | confined, more particularly, to the eastern divi- nign Providence, in the use of proper means, a
the execution of designs of internal improvement. | #ion of it. To thisignorant, stupid race of mor- stop may be put to prevailing immoralities, there~
The fact is, (so far as my opportunities have fur- | tals,1 do not know whether to concede them pub- | 5, 3, order toaccomplish that important end, by
nished me with the means of judging) that the lic spirit as a virtue, or impute it as a crime.— exerting our influence, aided by our ey
western people are much more national than the

the aid of pariicular observation, as this seenyed
to comc in, so very appropriately, to corroborate

la \ the privileges of a native citizen.

direct, pogitive proof s such as I shall offer being | or overlooked in the fear of ascendancy, the ri- Here my friend stopped his remarks. As his QUID PRO QUO. L.
rather of an indu=ct or passive kind ; but still of { valry for power, and in the struggle for partial opportuiities lm: forming opinions wpon the sub- | =—— x pa— :
a nature sufficient, fully, as we Lawyers say, to | advantages. Upon scarcelvany subject. aflecting | ject of your political humility, had been better MORALITY 3
make out the case. the interests of the people of the State generally. than mune, l did not think yroper to object to a . o . %
North-Carolina, T assert, as one of those facts |is this regard for sectional feelings and local'pre- i'_lllgle position he llld_"lll‘.cetl. n the general out- TO THE EDITOR OF THE STAR. "

which I wish tobe taken in evidence of my charge, | judices lost sight ol.  Even that zeal of political [ line ouropinions chimed exactly; and asitre-| orp p . : " i
; = = ) . . : ) . —:Please to give t -
presents to the eye of the stranger fewer tokens | controversy. hy which the two parties of the U. garded the shado'wing out part of the picture by tion sind notice a ’fl e the followmg Constitus '; i
|
:

;
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grateful acknowiedgement. Shall I mention the
<acorporation of two or three companies for open-

xample, & to
mg some of the rivers of vour state upon the o

geat and efficient means of stock procured by
dividual subscription ? The charters, &c. grant-
ed, which, for the probability of any beneficial

» Tesult either to the State or said subscribers, will
rate as a blank letter, aud which nothing but
ggardly and contract-
ed policy, would have prevented a deliberative

¢ :I!P:mnst narrow minded, ni

Assembly from foreseeing.

. It is this crooked sort of policy in the legisla-
tive department of a state, which forever keeps
the great body of the people ignorant of their ter-
ftorial resources, inclines them to submit to
y tread the dull round of precedentand imitation,

" and never to indulge an aspiration after political
What other designs, or what other

-&-;tt:empts at domestic improvements, has your
- ®late topresentto the view of the sojourner, who
_ Tavels, perhaps, that his spirits may he exhilira-

fed by those spectacles of human art and industry
ch most essentially and materially subserve
- thé tnds of human comfort and convenience i—
Wt other to reward, toaid and to facilitate in-
_dividual enterprize and exertion ? What other
litical weight and character in an es-
iimate of national importance ? 1 say, if sach
“Hhere he, of them neither hath my ears heard, nor
Wy oyes sevn.  Possibly such may exist, and

greatness.

X0 tonfey

eastern. They are not so clamsh. They
hoast a more li{;eral, as well as a more enlarged
rinciple of action 3 but as strenuous as they may
e in their aims at publ~ improvement, and as
patient and as persevering as they may exhibit
themselves under disappointment and defeat, yet
will all this prove abortive while the eastern sec-
tion of the State is permitted to exert such an
undue and such an unnatural influence—at all
times powerful enough to give my uncle Toby’s
favorite lullaby to any motien or project.
« It1s melancholy enough to behold the sway
of ignorance and prejudice in a legislative body,

its members, in point of genius, learning and in-
telligence, with any other in the Union; but the
misfortune i3, the western section of the State
offers these few exceptions to this legislative mass
of innert matter.

down which glide vessels laden with the fat and
plenty of the land—no roads. turnpiked for the
accommodation of either their own citizens, or
those from other States—mor any other plan of
internal improvement. from which any great be-
pefit would result to the community.

« But, my friend, there is. yet another thing to

which might challenge cempetition, for several of

From their systematic opposition to every thing
that hears the complegion of public utility or im-
provement, one would be led to suppose that they
regarded their interests as a people altogether
distinct and incompatible with that of the rest of
the'State ; whereas, nothing can be further from
the fact of disunion and incompatibility of inte-
rest, as they might learn from the most common
and obvious principles of political economy—and
if Udid not know how repugnant were the preju-
dices of education and the Fe:lelings of old habits
to the introduction of new doctrines, I might put
myself to the trouble of shewing them that the in-
terests of the two divisions of the State were one
and the same, and that any plan of internal im-
provement, which would promote the one, would
likewise the other ; but, as Bonaparte said of the
Hussian Boors, on the subject of emancipation
from vassalage, 1 can, as yet, hardlybelieve them
sufficiently enlightened either to comprehend the

& Henee, my friend, you, behold no streamsy design, or receive the thm of such intclligence.

—In justice, however, to the common people, 1
should discriminate between them and their re-
Fresentativea—nm' should their heads be visited
or the political sins of their delegates: Itis to
this latter hurly, obstinate, intractable and incor-
rigible set of animals, to whom, Mr. Editor, I
‘would be understood ta allude—to this group of

assist the civil magistrate in the discharge of his of-
ficial duty, in carrying into effect those salutary”
laws enacted by our Legislature for the su -
sion of such vices, or immoralifies, we, w
names are underwritten, do voluntarily enter in-
to an Association, and adopt the following

CONSTITUTION.

ArticLe I. The name of this Association
shall be The Society of Statesville, for the sup-
pression of immoralities, and reformation of
manners. ‘ '

IL. The object of this Society shall be to dis«
countenance and' suppress, so far as our'influence
ml:ly extend, the toe free and intemperate use of
ardent spirits, together with its kindred and con-’
comitant vices, such as profane swearing, o
ing, and the breach of the Sabbath.

‘ith a view to this object the society will re- . -

commend the institution of similar auﬁlinry o=
cieties in different parts of the state, upon such &
plan as may be deemed best adapted to give vys-
tem and efficacy to the whole design. 1t will'al-
so hold correspondence, as oecasion may re-
quire, with other socicties which may be ipstitut-
ed for the same general object. '

HI. No person siall te ciigible, as a member
of the suciety, who is no# of wmoral charactes




