T

FLISHEP WERKLY, ;
 HENDERSON, JUN.
. anvun—No paper will
1 50 s m advasee ;

oaly at option of the

“STATE LEGISLATURE, |

“REPORT ON INLAND NAVIGATIUN.
 Committee to whom were referred so
‘such of the message of HKis Excellency
the Governor as relates to the subject of
fslscd Navigation; REPORT, ia part,
. That havieg commenced the great work of
el Iroprovements, icis the daty of the
to

pesccomplished.  No considerations of lo¢al
oficy, mpﬁ;-lw coosiderations of eéxpense,
should divert our views for one moment from
edestiny 1o which we are aspiriag, and to
which we shall certainly auain, if we cease
ot our efforts.  Rising above the influence
mﬂﬂa passions, Jet us devote our labours
ilothe bosor and of the state in which
wt live, by establishing and giving effect to a
m of policy which shall dcvelope her
physical resources, draw forth her moral and
stellectual energies, give facilities to her wi-
dustry, and encoursgement to hey enterprise.
Itisonly by persevering inasystematic course
of glevated policy that the prosperity of the
Sate can be reared up and bs made siable.
d measures, without plao and without
spstem, have never yet made a state great, nor
people happy : They baffle the efforts of ho-
nest industry by often giving to them a wrong
direction ; they disappoint the expectations
of enterprize by their frequeatabortion. The
true foundations of national prosperity aod of
sational glory, must be laid in a liberal sys-
wm of Internal Improvements,and of Public
Education ; in a system which shall give en-
uragement to cultivation the of the soil
which shall give force to the facultics of the
mind, and establish over the heart the ¢mpire
bfa sound morality. It does not fall within
 province of the duties assigned to your
mittee o submit their views upoa any
of this system, ‘except those

 Jwhich relaze o the Jalad Navigation of the |'

“¥his subject divides tsell into two parts ;
PThe first respects the inlets fiom the ocean ;
Bt second, he rivers which interseet our
" The coast of North-Carolina seemsto have
undergone great changes since the discovery
of this continent, and is probably destined to
adergo many more.. The Current from the
Gulf of Mexico,ruaning near to the coast from
jie extremity of Flurida to the Gapes of Vir-
givia, has deposited along this line part of that
nense quantity of sand which is brought
bwn the Mississippi and its waters from the
mterior of the continent. ‘This constant ac-
( of saod has choaked up inlets
wiich once admitted the entrhuce of vessels,
idby giving a new direction to the currents
near their mouths, has formed in-

which did not exist a century ago.—

of the laige ‘rivers which discharge

t es directly into the ocean, have had
Aniormed at their mouths which obstruct the

of vessels ; others, with currents not !

fofe strong are free from those obstrugiions.
(8§ diversity seems to arise from the situa-

iofthe Coast; which in some places stretch- |

i out intc  promontories, diverts the Gulf
Jiream further into the ocean, and lessens its
euce upon the coast next immediately te
torth, The promontory which terminates
# Lape Look-Out, makes such a diversion
#1s stream in favour of the inlet at Ocra.
&, and that which terminates az Cape Hat-
1%, diverts this stream so, far from the
$O88¢ that its influence seems to be iosufficient
¢ @lnteract the currens of large rivers and
8 dove that poiut. The Roanoke. the
¥ a0d the Neuse rivers discharging them-
SWEs into the sounds which stretch along oar
Mt hay@ithe force of their currents lost in
¥Wide expanse of those waters, and fad
e Wway to-the ocean through Oecracock’
Btuck, acd other still smaller inlets.  The
of the navigedilie through Ocracock,
awnegs of ‘the watér through Curri.
8id the other inlets between Cape Hat
Mand the southérp cape of Virginia, ren-
mwpﬂwof _nsigera,liou'of
Mgl 5, Whether it'he practicable to
an outler 1o the ocean for vessels of
e, at & convénient poiat along this part
88 coasts . Uutil such an outlet can be
iy “nearly; one half of " the dgriculwaral

s of he Seate will be taien 1o m
ginia ; g, the present difficultivs - of
Msca afe such as fo forbia the most
bpe of (he'rise of ¥ grost commer-

7 80 loogias they exist.
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|produce ; if his own stae affoed it mot, be

until the whole shalll

leulties of genius axd expand the bouadarics

(‘plishing these objects. The increased valoe

en to markets |
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bwill seck it clscwhere. Your commities enter-
taia the opiaion, that North Carolioa _
the ¢apacities for one of the first commercial
towas upon the continent, and that with the i
beral aid of her Legiflature, vhe may be made
to rank with the great commercial| of
the Uaion. I thiy opinicn be well od
every consideration of nationsl pride and
private jaterest, invite us 0 adopt measures
to give is effect ; aad your committee cannot
doubt an anx e'y ia every member of the Geo-
eral Assembly to lend his a'd to the accom-
plishmeat a plan, which isto form ope
of the most celebrated “in our hisiory,
and a sabject of Congratdlmion 1o our remote
posterity. !

 coast_he enteredthe Albemarle sound thre.
Rosobke Inlet with the large vessels which
composed his squadron. Since that time,
owing tor some cause which neither history
'nor tradition has handed down to us, the wa-
|ters 6f the Albcmarle have broke through the
slip of land which dizided them from the
' Pamplico, sad now find their way to the q-
| cean through Ocracock and other iolets. The
‘Roanoke Iolet has gradyally clbsed up uotil
it has become a solid beach.  If this inlet has
ceased to exist by reason of the communica-
[tim formed between the Albemarle and the
Pamlico sound, it may again be opened by
closing this comraunication, and forcing the
waters of the Albemurle directly out to seca.
&s to the practicability of closing this com-
muaication, your committee entertain no
doubt ; and as it is 'a work identificd with
the gluory and the best interests of the state,
| they are of opinion the Legisiature should aid
'its accomplishmeot by incorpsratiog a com.
‘pany with a suitable capital, acd subscribing
\an behalf of the state such part of thet capital
as the public funds will admit: and as this
subject is connected with the general prospe-
rity of the commerce of North-Caroling,
your committee hopg, that upon a respectful
application for that purpose, from this Gene-
ral Assembly to the Congress of the United
States, that honorable bodvwould direct a
large portion of the capital required for this
great national ebject, 10 be subscribed on be-
balf of the Geaeral Government. .,

Were this work completed, r commit-
tec would ask, where upon this contipent
could be found a more commodious Bay for
Commercial purposes than the Albemarle ?
Where a finer vaver Jhan the Roanake, down
which to transport the various products of in- |
dustry ?  Phis river, extending its branches
in different directions towards the mountains,
waters more than fifteen millions of acres of
land ; an exteat of territory nearly equal to
ove half of the whole territory of this staze.
No river in the Atlantic stats can boast of a
better soil ; and when the company lately in-
corporated shall have comleted their labors,
few can boast ofa better navigation. It will
not be extravagaat to say that the coutry wa-
tered by the Roanoke and its branches can
maintain a population of four millions, and
that the preducts which are destined one day
to find their rout to market down this river,
will exceed in value twenty millions of dol-
lars anoually.—~Under these circumstances
what can prevent the rise of 2 great commer-
cial city near the mouth of the Roan ke ? s
it not aa object 1o create a commercial city ?
Daes not  this concentration of wealth give
activity to industry in a thousand forms ?—
Does it not develope the resources of agricul-
| ture, perfect the mechanic arts, elicit the fa-

‘of science?  The state which cannot boast of .
|a great city, ever has beeo and ever will be

'held in disrepute : - she will never cherish au
~exalted pride ; she will never cherish a gea-

'erous patriotism. Conscious of inferiority
‘she will submit 1o a state of dependence, and

suff:rthe manly virtues to sleep. Thoutands

of generous souls who could not brook this

consciousness of inferiority, have already de-

serted our soil, and thousands more will fol.
low them, if we seek not to exalt the charac-

ter of North-Caroliga. SR

! The lands watered by the Roanaoke, and its
‘branches are at this day worth in the market
fifty millions of dollars, When the navigation
of these streams shall be improved and a direct
outlet formed for the waters of the Albemarle,
‘they will exceed in value two hundred milli.
'ons. T'his .increase of nationa! wealth will
'hear no proportion to the expense of accom-

of the lauds added to the increased populati-
on, will soon reimburse the expedte, ' Butif
uo pecuniary reimbursement should everbe
made, the state will be amply indemnified 1o 1
the increased pride of her ciiiZens and jo the

increased affeoton which they will bear to-
wards her. ' It is  true thata considerable

- »

-

The besg iglets we now have on our coast
are those ut the moath of the Cape-Fear.—
The new inlet, which was lormed during a
violeet sterm Dot eany ycurs since, is gradu-

y aud will probably soon bave a
witer equal to that in the old inlet.

) Tae 8 which exist bctween the new
inler and the fowa of Wilmington,and which
render it neCessary for vessels to'lighter, are
a serlous ippediment 1 the navigasion of
the river; god the iaercasing trade of the

chis i
e iy

Bt removed.

: should be made in
e gr’ Sgbaak Ocracock, by de«pening the
swash" withly woc par - a ghie time (nd for
many years wicome it will so conticue) all the
trade of the Palfilico & greac part of that of
the Albemarle souodsis carried on through]
this inlet.  Vessels which cross the bar with
casc arc compelled to fighter at the swash be-
fore they can proceed to Washington or New-
bera. is inconvenience added to the dan-
gers and difficultics of the navigation off the
coast at Ocracuck’ have rendered it a-subject
of enquiry whether anoutlet for the trade of
the Pamplico could not be formed at:Beaufort.
Here is a good port, casy of entrance for ves-
sels of considerable burthen.  That a com-
munication by a canal between the Neuse be-
low Newbern, and Newport river which runs
into the sea ar Beaufort, is practicable there is
no ‘doubt.  The enterprise of an individual,
the late Dr. M'Clure, proved it to demonstra-
tion-  I'he objections to this plan seem to
grow out of the difficulty, perhaps the igp.s-
«ibility, of navigating the Pamplico, or even
the wide mouth of the Nuese in boats which
could pass the canal. Upon this subject your
committee cannot pretead to speak with con-
fidence. Perhaps when stcam boars shall be
brought iuto use upon the Pamplico & its wa-
ters, it will be found that the objections now
urged to this route fof the trade of these wa-
ters, no longer exist. . Inthe mean time your
committee recommend that.one or more en-
gincers be employed to survey the inletat
Ocracock and to ascertain whether it be prac-
ticable to improve its navigation by deepen-
ing the channel over the swashina way to
Erovc lasting; and also to survey the Pamplico

‘Croathan sounds, & report the ébstructions
to their navigation and the best means of re-
moving those obstructions, They also re-
comfPwc vi rhat e-dhoilar survey and report
be made of the Cape-Fear river below Wil
mington. Thesesurveys should be extended
to the Albemarle; and as the plan which
your committee has recommended respecting
this sound is one of great magnitude, itseems
to require the attention of a special board of
commissioners ; and your cummittee recom-
mead that such a board be appoinied with in-
structions to employ suitable engineers to
make all necessary surveys and reports.

As to the second part of the subject refer.
red to your committee, viz. the improvemeut
of the pavigation of the several rivera which
intersect the state, they cannot forbear to
congratulate the Legislature upon the zeal
which has been evinced by the citizens on 1he
Cape Fear and the Roanoke, They are in-
formed that more than double the amount for
which the books were opened by the Cape-
Fear Company, was subscribed before the
first gencra! meeting of the stock holders ;, and
that & sufficiens sum has been subscribed on
thie books >f the Roanoke C.ompany to author-
is¢ the compaoy to be organized apd 1 com-
meace their wark. The best wishesof the good
people of the state atiead their labours ; and
your commiittee have only to regret that there
has not been a simultaneous movement in e-
very quarter of the state in the work of im-
proving our.inland navigation. The Tarand
the Yadkia nivers have as yer had no compa-
nies incorporated for-their improvement ; the
compaoy incorporated for the Newe has been
8o restricted in its privileges, that the spirit
of enterprise has been damped, * The Cataw-
ba Company, labouring under a limited char’
tef, and encountering numerous difficulties,
have given to their fellow citizens an évidence
of public spirit, which cannot be too much
applauded & which ought t6 be better reward-
ed. They were the firstin this state to embark |
in the work of internal inprovements. Without
the countenance of the Legislatre, without
the zid of distant funds, they have silently
worked their way, uotil the objects of their
incorporation have been nearly attained. It
is due to this company to place them upon.a
footing with the most favoured compauy in
the state, aod to give to them this public tes-
timonial of respect and gratitude.

Yoor committeg are of opinion that a com-
pany should be iagorporated forighe Tar ri-

part of those lands lie in Virgisia: but w
should remember thgtlnh:&m to tho.s.ﬁ’?;

v, and hat the charter heretofore granted to

o

m&mmfuﬂ:‘ ”

Cape-Fear tenders it very desirable to have |
i importacce that someim-!

dollars, the Tar river migh ‘l:;.:ﬂl
ble 1o Loai and for a sum less ¢
ty thowsand d
be;n:llrbmﬁle w0 the o
Ralcigh, they ardeatly hope that thase of th
fdlow citizens who are Jriterested in the |
provemept of those rivers, will losee §

L

making this improvement.
As

' vigable,such a road will be of
portance o the city of Raleigh a
try around. Lt A
The Yadkin is the next river insifte,

state, 10 the Roanoke, and next inf imapo
not only oo accoun: of the extens, but
fertility of the conncry which it waters:’
than eight millions of acres in this state dre
watered by the Yadkiu and the

obstractivns to its navigation. ats

mEry couoty to a point more than six mile
within the limits P:f South-Caraling, - grens
the Falls, the Grassy Islands, all preseat o
rious difficuitics==But no difficuities are here

ance cannot surmount ; ‘and the
the state no less thao the intorest of

als, is deeply concerned ib su

Gontalns ¥o numerous a
bours uuder such inconveniences i
1ts produce 10 market, and none comain
“rhich arc 80 far beoeath their intrinsie
a this state of things the heavy products
griculture perishin ymmense profush
the bands of the farmer, whils: chose
more purtable are waggoned to - the
markets of Fayettoville, Camden;
Lyncaburg and Petershurg.
:ithﬂhgnd:;em ditao;
things ; to’ t asystem ofJ:dlcy

Nich

obstruciions are to be fourrd, The'Nasrows, '

.‘I
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dry places from the upper limit of Montgo ‘%

to be tound which an camprjaiﬁg-m} j
No scciion of the state of the same exteng
population, m,, O

7y
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shau cosure to industry a rewar e
edco its toils, which shalt ﬂ'ﬂmamw tehs

prize by opeuing a ficld for its xertic
which, ia fine, shall. advansc the
wdividuals and at the same 1imé subserype
pubuc prosperity. It is among the mi

portant objeets of state policy ro improve NG

oavigation of the Yadkin aud its T

that such a direction, 1f practicable, be given

a{
()

w0 this payigauon, that the commodities =~ .

which are 10 be transported - along i

munication .ve opencd between' the ¥Ya
40d the Cape-Fear. -'I'he grounds betwee
thuse two rivers have not been surveyed,
your committee cannot therefore speak w

such a. communication. They are infprnjed
that little doubt exits, with,those who are well
acquainted with the intermediate
s0 desniable ia a padcaal potut of

the state should be spared to efféet ity In
pendent of this general consideration, the
vate intercst of individuals inhabiting
scetion of the state, isdeepl

This commuuication would

ber trade of the state and greatly i
its trade in naval stores ; it would

actiyity a fund of wealth, which withuix'}

less.  Your commirtee do therefore rec
mend that companies be ivcorporated for
proving the oavigation of the Yadkin,

Cape¢-Fear. ) R 5
As coniected with this subjeet; your
mittce begleave to draw the attentiou of th
legislature 1o the opéning of a4 communics
between the Catawba amd the navigable

“

Yadkin below the falls. . Your commiite
are informed that it is probable such-a
municatioh may be opened, aud they recom
mend that @ survey be made, and. if he&i
communication be found piacticable, thatd
route be marked out. - The utility of

ing the Catawba
kin, will degend upon
be effccted, the prodictions of more t
half of the territory of the s
their market upon the Cape |

and sustain ¥ = coms
- : -y

river.

s &
nod a market in this statc. To eﬂ'ec_t?i.
ter of these objects, it is proposed that & come’

confidence, as to the practicability of upﬁmt‘ii ;

> :‘.;.i.“..

with the waters ‘of the Wads . ¥
connectiog the Yadkin -
| with the waters of Cape-Fear. Should bothy -,
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pening a communication bétween it and ﬁ‘“*ﬂ

ters of Rocky River, which ‘runs into dh §on
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destined to remain for ever inactive and used's.
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which ran into it. . From near nd sourcéto
the county of Moatgomery, there are hut few.
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cominunication, {hat your committeethinkpo -, 8
expense commensurate with the revenues of '




