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FOR THE STAR. Y the same Ainciples, entitled to 9 inperate as it does. 1 wonld agk,if it he| minevity,
P of North-Carolina. | place of 3, Ler present number. There | possible for a rationsl mind 8 artstocraey,
are moreover 5 or 6 counties whose re-| that sweh & constellation -of can| restitation.

JELLOW -OTTIZNNSS . |venue does net pay their immediate re-

A free citizen of your state takes fhis ntatives. 'he deficit; consegquent-
method of submitting a few, out of'the {1y comes aut uf the pockeds of the citi-
wany weighty reasons, which demon- |, o0y of the larger,_counties, So that,
srate.the justness, & absolute necessi- | Rollow-Citizens, a majority of you are
ty, of the amendments contemplated|compelled to compensate, by way of
in the constitution of Nar!b-baml}hl- taxation, a portion of legislators who are
First, then as respecta tation: | not your immediate sérvants, who know
the 2d and 3d sections of the aforesaid|put little of your interest and senti-
constitution declare that “ caghcountyments, and care still less about them.
shall be entitled to two representatives | [f fact, vou are made, in a moral point
and onie senatef to be chosen annually | of view, "to acknowledge your own im-
by ballot,” without to the rela- | potence, and Ie{islale against your own
tive population of the different counties; | sovereignty. Upon the whole, after
while it was evideat, even at that early | maturely contemplating the defects in

riod, that a great inequality did exist| gur existing constitution, haye with high

ween some of the counties in point of} reyerence {or the consecraléd werit of
population. This inequality from length{ the authors of that instrumment, and with
of time, & many other operative causes, |y due sease of the dangers consequent
has grown into an alarming angmdea upen innovation in long established in-
and now pregents the anouialy in re-|stitutions adopted the soiemil and un-
publicah Fov.ernment of a minority offequivocal belief,. that as‘respects: one
citizens electing a majority of the mew- |feature in the constitution of North-
bers of the Ml Assembly of this]Carolina, viz. annual sessions of the
state.  Our mbly is com- | legislature, they are of me. adequate
posed gt this 196 members. Ifbenefit to the state, and shouid be abal-
we take one say Rocki ished, The various reasoti- for this de-

3 ingham,
as affording a sufficient population for{liberate conclusion, I will not attenipt
to give within the limited compassvof an

three delegates, and apportion the re-
presention in the other counties, agree- | adress like the present. Sudlice it w
say, that the mind of man is too active

able hereto, we should only havé 162
to remain uncmploved; that to afferd w

members in the legislature, 34 less than 3
there are at present. There would be aa useful .and igniied developement,
ou must, both in private and public

sdving to the state by the reduction of
ife, restrain it withn a sphere, whose

this number of members, $3,600annual-
::r. “The federal population gf North-lobjects of its attention are Reither too
‘arolina, able to the census of | numerous, nor teo familiar. As regarlls
1820, is 556,695. hundred ninety |legislation, & multiplicity of subjects
fwo thousand two his and ten souls |arc too well calculated 16 beget embar-
umu the populatifil of 52 conunfios, | (ASIMENE in adopsivg weweutcs; WOT &
schiehi vend 96 membem—a majority of | proportionate unfitness in their opera-
(ghree in both houses, viz. two in the|tiens. A perpetual or familiar recur-
ommons, and one in the senafe. The|rence of the same matters leads to su-
consequence is, that they engross te|peverogation, or disposes an assembl
“eselves all the momentous power of | of legislators to tamper excessively with
legislation. Buch for instance as those |every thing that has already been ac-
of passing laws to affect your lives, lib- | complished. Such ‘are the effects of
erty, and property. Also the power of{ multiplying and - rendering too familiar
oouferring appointments, both executive, | the ebjects of a legislator’s attention.
judicial, and military. Andasr ts{In my estimation, annual sessions of
the latter, of prnmoting throngh all the | the General Assembly infnlluh!x s 1o
gradations from lc:l:tlin up to a waaler| the evils just intimated, and therg
goeral.  Neither should the pris@lly |isthat Ideprecate them, and
rmzr of deputing our senators to'the |fer bienmial sessions. [ prefer the intte
/nited States’ Congress-be omitted in |because I think that legislation u
onumerating the formidable gative {such a system would keep pace with,
exercised by a mere handful of the &oo- and net outrun the mecessities of the
ple of North-Carolina through. their|state; I prefer them “because 1 am con-
.agents in the General Assembly. Be-fvinced that with biennial sessions the
sules the counties above spoken of, there | legislaturc would ;be beneficially em-
are 31 others in the state that contain|ployed in making laws for the actual
a popuilation of 364,485, but represent-|necessities of the community, as they
under the present constitution by |really and sucgessively presented them-
only 95 members in. the legislature. [selves, instead of wasting theift time
Then 93 members'ave the representa-|and the public treagure in an endless
fives of" 172,275 federal numbers more | round of enacting, repealing, and rein-
than the 96, to whom they stand oppos- | stating the saime—as is the case under
ed. In other Wordls, it is obvious that a | the present constitution. - As one argu-
minority of something like one third of| mentiin favorof biennial sessions of the
the population of the state governs a|legislature, look at tlfe expeuse of that
cotresponding -majority of two thirds.|body in its session during the year 1821.
As regards the revenue paid into the|That session costihestate $83,410 984;
public treasury by the 32 counties that|which expence may be safely assumed
are represented by 96 members; it a- fas the average expense of ‘the legisla-
motints to only 20,825 65 cents; while, | ture every vear hereafter, as long as an-
on the other hand, the remaining 31 |nual sesswus shall continue to be held.
counties that have a minority of 95 mem- | Let the legislature be convened once in
bers pay 845,763 63 cents, whichia B4, [two years, iastead of ‘every year, and
112 Saycents more than double the a-|the making of our laws will cost but
mount of the contribution of the former. |half what they havehéretofore done~
To continue the contras? which we are | For example, the scssign of 1821 pro-
drawing bejween the political immuni- | duced, by wajr of tion to the
ties, we discover one county paying a|members, an priaWs‘ws enacted
revenue of §1,956 12 cents on lands 'Q‘rthrm.an expenditureof $33,419 084.
and polls, at the same time that five| Taking this expenditure a5 the annual
others toether pay the inconsidesable | cost of the legislature for ten years on-
sum of 1,577 10 centson thelike pro-1ly, the session of that body, for that
perty,  Notwithsfanding  which vast|{length of time, would, under the present
disproportion befween the five seperate- [constitution, sink to_the state the suth
17, and the one large county, in re-|of $354,199 85, If there be cectain-
gard «to ' the ‘revenue contri ted by fty iu arithmetical calculations, and no
them, the former are aggr yrepre- ladditienal extravagance of official com-
sented by 15 members, the latter
ouly by three, The citizens of the five
small counties must conspquently pos-
ses8 five times as much power in go-

be

constitution, (ail event by fio means to .

mticipnted,? biennial sessions woul
cost just half of the above

Verimental -  the citizens of |in ten years, and leave the other, muiety | their fundamental ¢
b unty. :nd-wsm the free jas a hondadisi surplus to be vested by [from s persnasion that when amend-
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MWM, jattles of their country, the {ble projects now on feot for advancing | pe 3
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73 Tor we there fnd as greata difference

particular features above exposed,
cording to the mbde -ﬂ;:
of ‘apinion that I may

the least temerity, that the
our constitation never intended it to o

sages could hivewished or den o
revise in practicl those grest funda-
mental maxiies of governmgnt, ‘which’
they helped toseal with their blood, and |ing
have peoclaimed with shéh solemnity in
the bill of rights, as well as the gonsti-
tution itself?
§
inclined to * the dar¥ing heresy™ wirich

of the many?
ally laid the foundation for the

cessarily imperfect |abours?
not the grossest sacrilege, in a word, 1o
impute to those great and
propective assent to that odious result of
| 0Ur conssitution
tothen
nority far above, the majority of the peo-
ple, and invested them with unlimited
contvel over life, liberty and
If one American can here ei
or 'feel differently {rom me, I would
blash for his hardthood, and 1ament his
degeneracy; and proclaim, of tlie shame-
ful enormity, “tellit not in Gath,
lish it notin the streets of Askrlon!
repeat, that no man of ordinary com-
prehension, whether he has ever' seen
the bill of rights or not, can be deluded
into an idea that the iHustrious framers
of our constitutivn atail intended that'
a minority, however -organized, should
govern & majority.
war with the genius and chacacter

that instrument, is whully. irreconcilab)

im

| hold under the constitution, in 1777, we

mmny of the original connties, so as to
tter | make them mere equal in

named sum,

withoa

Were it not_impious 1o
u:rect thew of ever baving in the least |i
would aggrandize a few at the expense
Or of haviagintention-

erying e-
vils which have sctually rcsalmf [Eom
their sublime, though baman, .and ne-
Were it

I'men any

(witogether unforeseen

;) which has finally raised a mi-

Tty?
dier think
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dern RKistor .A::d )
Such an ideaisat ‘

to the - divtates of ccma-on “srnst, &
nports a monstrous libel upon the sages
of ’76.  The proceedings of the Legis-
lature immediately, and for some time
after the adopiion of the constitution,
when that body was composed pringipal -
ly by the identical men wlio framel the
constitution, satistactorily shew a golici-
tudeon their part to éstablish the prin-
ciple_of equal representation at the ear-
lestperiod, upon a conspicuous and firm
foundation. For, at its firet session

ind thatbody dividing and subdividing

opulation
and representative weight. Tﬂis equita-
ble policy was pursued session after
session; up to the year 1789, when a re-
solution passed the General Assembly,
recommending the calling a convention,
with limited powers, to a%lopt the Fede-
fal ‘constitution, locate the seat of go-
vernment, and allow the town of Fay-
etteville a representative; on tme same
principles with other répresentative bo-
roughs in the State. But when we re-
flect wpon the inawspicious times i
which our constitution” was {ramed—
when we call to mind that it eriginated
in 1776, at the commencement. of
American_Independence, it is matier of]
great wonder and admiration thatsuch
an instrumend, drafted ' amidet similar
perils; smidst the agonies of revelution,
apd the turmoils of a then hopeless con-
test, should be as perfect in structure
as it is, and marred by so few practical
defects. Nevertheless, from the causes
mentioned, and the absence of appro--
priate lights, in both “ancient apd o~
dern history, ‘to guide our ancestors 'in
ing the plap of the constitution,
it has farled to answer some ©f its fm-
portant ends, and ‘tbes, unquestionzoly,
toa great estent, operate with evil & op-~
ression. Dut the framers thereof wise-
y engrafted the 21st section of the bill
of rights ifi the constitution, to wit: that
2 frequent recurrence.to fundamental
principles, is ahsolule:‘! necelsaqnlln
reserve the blessingdof liberty, in
y did from a convigtion, that after
the storm of war had sabeided, the va-

pensition were to follow a change of the rious changes in the condition ofd: ‘ pro

d otr :w.mig

demand” 4 modification, at times,
chm'n and nagoubt

people, consequent upon the reign
peace and n

he[neral  Assembly’s

fects which catl fore
correction.

ry remedies applied; to behold the con-
stitytion. renovared; ils_pri
tempered and meliorated by '

Carolina have not Jost.a proper
ol equality for m
long and habitunl acqu :
snspension, what, but the strangest
ly, timidity or prejudice, will indt
them to sanction the
now on foot foF their political _
tion, stem. of lmﬂel-
tation h--ﬂwgﬂher:rﬁ-ﬁ sub-
wversive of those sacred pn

which’ slore it can
graduated.
sive in its benefits;*nay, it is downright
monopaly of puivilege, rather than a
compound of justice and fairequality.

Carolina would be as much justified by |

which have
of her sister states, touchi

no resolution for calling & Con-
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fiicient and epeedy

It must be the wish of every patriot-
¢ and generous mind to see the necessa-

itive ele-

m &

of reform.  IF itizens of North-

grand'u a A

Our present

nciples, upon
le'ghimlmy

It 4s'exclusive, not jnclu- | i

I am ulso conscienticos that North-

recedents as by Becessity, in llttﬂn‘i
\er constitution. As a proofof which, I
would vefer you buth towncientagd mo-
icular; examples
éd herby o

the ration-
ality antl the salety of maodifying theic
g spective | %&n‘ﬂaﬁg{%-'
tually amended their constitutions. 1
do hope, without additional reasoning, |h
to dissipate all prejudice which may e,-
ist among my fellow-eitizens, againit
renovating our own constitution on ac-
connt of the imagioary novelty and sa-
erilege of the undertaking. According,
then, to a compilationof the Amebican

constitutions, extending; in: point of
time, up to the year 1818, which ia now
before me, angd to docnments touchi
the subsequen®onvention in New-Yor

and Counnecticut, furmished by the pub-
lic pritts of * the day, it appears that
Conneeticut, N..York, Delaware, Ma-
ryland, Georgig, Soath-Caroling, Penn-
«vivania and New-Huampshire, gight out!
of thirteen of the original states, hay8
respectively changed their coustitutions;
that the chnnﬁ:in ¢ach of these states
has been for the better, v
1 cannat, for a moment, question that
their enlightened example will have its
opet weight With the free men of N.
Em.‘.hm, in deliberating upon the con-
templated changes in their’ own consti-
ttion. T will not despair of success
antil my hopes are sadly frugtrated by
the eyent, ' .
Ma ;lva m;t, mzre?'e;, mlg:; san-
guiné e, from the lights of the age,
ﬂd tl!J; rg]istless _marchgof liber, :‘e‘:-
timentd,ver the horizon of the civilie
world, that the gaoud erais at hand.
when the péople of North-Carolina,
yielding fo the celéstial influence of rea-
won, will'stand up in o!l the creciness
ahd decision which they should assume,
and proelaim their determination to be alon
really free, and universally honoved.~ | the detachment of G
[Give us a few amendments to the con- [a division of 3000 of -
stitution, such ashave been particulariz- | w

ed; give to the body ‘o _ﬂtenpl:?h the
same immunities indigcrimi ¥, and’
North-Carolings smong the other fcilis
ties of her new destiny, will no longer
drain herself &(; wealt p:ﬂnd inhh“ m
o augment prosperity of
states. On the contrary, her
of every k
her w

rive at an enviable |
arts and sciences, earryin

pletely .
of the cause |
apon his fincied exploits, have ended
N s e eIt gL

s tot ttle LOF
Marshal Modcey, we bave at leagth as~
certained what ﬁe_mmw :
which the stiry was I, An :
article fml’ﬁ‘&h ishedin the-
.l{':gdon Sun, on the . ':if Ma o ‘
’ me details C 4

hich took_place on the 10th of b
month, in the Liusancs; between the-
vision ¢ by Gen. y

u?p under the orders of
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and the

na. - The ps of that
were ittlokm'm mowntains
reda:  ‘The Spaniards were
with wigor, and, after 4'long combat;
victory remained undecideda, We ha
seen no official sccount of “this !
but sume skirmishes may have
lace at the time, and such
ly, the origin of the repe
On the 17th of May,
tle near ,in
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the present number of re,nuentlﬁm their hands; and have unilotmly retgin- ' be
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