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CONGRESS.

-
From the Washington Republican.
SENATE:
Thurslay, March 18.
Debate on the Ameniment to the Constiontion.

On motion of Mr, Flayne, the mh:r::lrm-
Jutioas proposi nts tot onsti-
tution, 10 nh&htﬁcﬂcﬂiﬂﬂ of President
and Vice President, were taken up. )

5 Mr. BARBOUR was called to the Chair,

L M, MILLS moved the indefinite pudgom.
‘entof all further convideration of the subject

i After some few preliminary remarks by

" pther members,

« * Mr. KING, of New-Yark, apoke in favor of |
the motion to postpone, The reporter was
then, as he has always been during the pre-
gent session, unab'e to hear the remarks of
this gentleman with sufficient distinctness to
report them fully and accurately, Mr. K.
was understood as being opposed to any
asmendment of the Constitution, upon the

int pro d b;\r these resolutions. He was
in favor of retaining, in the hands of the small
States, the power which they possess in the
election of President, when that election re-
gults to the House of Representatives. He
considered that power as congenial to the fe-
demtive character of our government, and as
having been the fruit of that happy spirit of|
woncession, which led to the formation and
adoption of our present constitution. He

this right to be as sacred a part of the
constitution, and as consonant with the genius
¥ our government, as that of the small States
1o a representation in the “Kenate equal to
that of the large States. He thought the si-
sustion of the cotinty, at this time, did not in-
vite such a change of the constitution as was
z!rul by these amendments; and that, if

, it might prove to be a dangerous inno-
vation upon the peculiar character of our go-}
vernment,

Mr, K, then proceeded, as we understood
him, to advert to a power which he consider-
ed as fereboding far more dangetous to this
country than that of the election of President,
in the censtitutional form, by the House of

tives—a great central power,
“which might avail itself of a1l the means of
'mytpint. of intrigue, and corruption, to ef-

t its purposes. He alluded to the prac-

fice of nominating candidates for the first

office in the nation, by Congressional cau-

cuscs, &e.

Mr. SMITH, of Maryland, was in favour of
some amendment of the eonstitution, in order

40 establish an uniform mode of electing the

President; and the resolutions now before the

Senate would only Eu to produce that effect.

He considered it to be the true menning and

intent of the constitution, that the election

shou!d be made in some uniform mode,
throughout the States; and if it were so; the
choice would not frequebtly come into the

House of Representatives. If the present

provisions of the constitution were suffered

1o remain, he did not see how we could ever

have a President and \'inc:?ldeut elected

Spe-

by the people, Such an t would be
mﬂy_u:ronble.\ He eved it was in
the spirit of the constitution that the Presi-
dent should be elected by the people of the
Dnited States. Now, if an amendment was
' gilz‘pmcd, Wich wou®i increase the proba-
ity of an"election according to the true
spirit of that instrument, why should it not
‘be adopted’ Tn those States in which the

« chdice of electors is made by the legislature,
there has been propositions to
change the mode of election, on the spur of

* /the occasion, to favour the vicws of pafti-
cular caidldates. Changesof this kind, M£.

. believed, bad been proposed in Virginia,
and in New-York, in order to affect their
_dam_)qn. In New-York, the memhers of
the legisluture had been subjroted to scorm
lnd‘ug;nten];pt, for riol altering the mode of
g electors, to meet a certain exigency.

Mr. 8. saidl, if ie had been a member dzl’etlut
‘body, he certainly should not have voted for

\ n el ¢, under such circumstances.
« He thought u":udz of election, whatever
ght to be upiform in each

'.l_i%el. and .I&lloy.ghout the Unimth >
£ resotution proposed by the penfle-

man from Missousi, Imrbeenhken up, and
: W Lﬁdmuhl not be further consider-
Ry .never histened with more plea.
5 #ure; than (o the nts of that gentle-
. Jman, i support of the plan he Bad proposed;
(L #ndas other members had intimated theiy
Wy 2o reply to those Mr, 8mith
.};— willing they should Bave the ‘opportuni-
iodq't . When the spéech of the mem.
came to be’ prigted, as it
¥ wauld be, and s it richly desetred
ed 10 sce th nt. of those
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taken far the

by the people. Mr. V. B.

colle

test the
Constitution
President

marks,
proceedings of Con
on the subject. A very bri

Mh:}amlim was sapport:

immediately by the people.

tions were commuhicate
nate; since that, the subject
forms, as well by Co
lina and New Jersey have
Carolina passed resolutions

those of New-York, and sent

presentatives, to endeavor

less acted upon. Early in
proposed by Senators from

mitteé thought, the best
tionsreferred to them.

arid appéarances certainly

pointmentin fi

'his. endeavors to' obtain th
wished, he would cheerfull

mendfent

b sty )

b

following his col

shew that theeﬁe

he

ve of the purity

rous to the liberties of
not satisly himself that
or the occamon

But, whilst :-
la’ue int

to thip subject,
If to make, Mr,

he would not be understood

raise a quéstion as to the pro.
course which his colleague

It would not

.| come him to doso. The principal

ment of the re

on a former occamon, relsted to the excite-

uton,

North-Carolina, in opposition to the motion,
that the necessity of some amendment of the
Constitution, in this respect, was generally
admitted, and had been extensively called for

understood his

not only to deny the fact alleged,
ds to the state of public opinion, but to con-
priety of any amendment of the

the subject of the choice of

Vice President.
these two points he would make a few re-
It could not, he thooght, be neces-
sary, and might not be proper, to detain the
Senate by a minute statement of the various

It was on

gress, and of the states,

ef reference to
ntleman from
by facts in the

opinion he had expressed.  Mr.'V, B. believ-
ed that, on examination, it would be found
that the first moveni€nt on the subject had
beékn made by the state he had the honor, in
part, to represent. 1t was now twenty-two
years since the Legislatore of New-York,
shortly after an election, and under circum-
stances entirely disconnecting the measure
with any pending controversy, had, with
great unanimity, passed resolutions in favor
of an'amendment of the Constitution of the
United Btates, requiring the division of the
respéctive states into Districts, for the choice
of Electors, and authotizing their selection

Those resolu-

to Copgress, amd
would be found on the Journals of the Se.

had been acted

upon, at various periods, and in different
as by the Legisla.
tures of the different States, Of the pro-
ceedings of the lutter, those of North-Caro-

been the most

conspicuous. The Legislature of North-

nearly similar to
them to the dif-

ferent States for concurrence. New-York in-
structed her Senators, and requested her Re-

to obtam the

amendment proposed by North-Carolina, and
many of the gtates gnve similar instructions,
At least three times within eleven years, and
ns late as the years 1822, resolutions propo-
sing amendments to the Constitution upon
the subject of the election of President and
Vice President, have passed this body, by
more than the Constitutional majority, and
there had been few sessions for several
in which the subject had ngt been more or

yeurs,

the present ses-

sion, resolutions_ for amendment had been

Missouri, New

Jersey, Bouth ina, - Mpssachudetts, and
New-York, if tive propositions
had been referred ittee, combining
much of the tulent and experience of the “e-

nate, of which his colleague was4 member.
The subject had been considered with care,
and a plan reported, containing, as the com-

s of the resolu:

n that report, he
understood the committee \were unanimoys,

indicated the a-

doption of sbme resolution on the subject ut
the presentsession. Such were his impres-
sions, and he thought that such had been the
opinions of the members of the Senate gene-
. In view of the facts he had stated, he
neither repress nor conceal his disap-
ing the motion for postponc-
ment now supported on the ground that no
amendment was degired by thie people.
Mr. Van Buren said, that although the re-

solution he had proposed, had not been whol-
ly adopted by thie committee, and, notwith-
ing he desired material aiterations of that

reported, still, if he should " be- successful in

e alterations he

tb_e, vote-for tbena-
reperted b committee, He
mmed, ti;cwmm” ) oot the ooe.
ce * con-
Em:hu:mh It would be :mmc, he thought, to
examine the merits of thé various plans
| posed, before th
sent motion,
1 {the time of the Senate in

P pro-

Sendte decided on the pre-

e o s
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combination between the states of Virginia,
Pennsylvania and New-York, Mr. Van
res thought it due to his constituents,
their relation to the question in that form,
::. himse i also, as h&
reslutions, to
views of the character
ence to what hed taken
dispel the erroncous |
mnﬁ made on the o
rst proposition for an amendrhent
comstitution, in this respect, offered at
session, came from Missouri, (he younge
and, excopt obe, or perhaps twe, ihe small
et state in the coniademcy; and the others,
from NewJersy, South-Carolina, Massachn.-
setts, and New-York, in the order in which
he had nuned thes: states. The it
from New-Jersay and South-Caroling, yiclded
the principle ol";-iving to each state an equal
vote, of becciving what they regarded as an
equivalent. That eguivalent L in the
division ofthe large stated districts, ta
which, by the ion of the gemiemer
from South-Carolina, was added
sitions, which could not but proye conserva.-
tive of the interesty of all, the removal of the
decision from the House of Representatives
The &ﬁncipnl difference between the planbe
had the honor to propose, and those of which
he had last spoken, was, that instead- of deci-
ding for the ultimate decisionof the ques-
tion by the House of Represciatives, as was
done in that of the gentleman from New-'er-
scy, he proposed a second 1eference to the e-
lectors; ingtead of sending it back as often
as it might be necessary toa choice, asp
sed by the gentleman” from South-Carolina,
Mr. Van Burens's Elan compelled a chioice on
the secongd ballot by the electors; a majority
of the committee, to which the several propo-
sitions had been referred, were from small
states, and they had agreed on an amendment,
founded on principles of reciprocal conces-
sions for the general good. This was all that
the rcgn:scnu.tivcs of the large states had, ag
he understood them, contended for. They
could not, ought not, did not desire that the
small states should surrender any portion of
the er and influence now secured to them
by the constitution, unless these states should
themselves think that their' own condition
would be improved, and the general welfure
promoted, by their doing so, on receiving
concessions, fully equivalent, from the
states. Considerations of such libersl and
equitable character had been held out on
bath sides, and the conflicting interests of the
different states, on this point, arising from
their unfortunate inequality, had hitherto, to
the honor of the Senate, been commented
upon without the lcast acrimgny, and under
the control of feelings which promised the
most anspiciovs iesulls.  Mr. Van Buren said
that nothing had taken place to change hid
views or disposition on the subject, He was
anxious to continue the discussion, and was
willing to lend his feeble efforts to obtain the
adoption of some resolution on the subject,
at thisgession. 'To this end, he was ready,
on the part of his constituents, to make all
reasonable.sacrifices.  1f, however, gentle.
men thought that the next gession would be
a more propitious od, and the character
of the debate, is motion, ccrlunly affor-
ded some reason to believe that it might be
so, he would bow respectfully to the will of
the majority. Until, however, that was ex.
prcne:f: he would continue to oppose the
postponement,
Mr. DICKERSON, of New-Jersey, said, the
convention who formed our eonstitution
could not have foreseen all the effeets of its
operation—powers have resulted from it that
were not anticipated—the relative strength
of the states has undergone a change, which
bas disturbed the checks and balances of the
constitution, The honorable gentleman from
Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) has shown the evils
of the present system of electing a President,
and the decessity of districting the states for
that purpose, in the strongest poin§ of view,
The election ofa President by the"people at
large woald be a preferable mode, if it were
practicable; but, whoever will look at the
situation of our country, with its different
kinds of population; different mudes of elec.
tion; different qualifications of voters, must at
once peroeive that such an election is utter)
impracticable. The choosing of the Presi.
dential electors, in singledistricts, isthe near-
est possible upproach to an election by the
people at large. -

A disproportion has grown out of the rela-
tive powers of the great and small states,
which the members of the convention,could
not have foreseen, and which has givena new
character to our system. ;

In an election by the electors, six at
states can control the clection; and leave
eighteen states without power or influence
upon the question. In the House of Repre-
sentatives, thirteen small states, withfortyfive
representatives, canelect a President without
the residue_of the states, with 168 represen.
tatives. y should the great states be all
powerful in the first case, and the small statcs
i thelatter. The gentleman from New-York
(M. King) is willing to put the small states
on an equality with the la Is he s0!
Thisis very strange. - But it is in choos.
ing a President in the House of resenta-
tives, which can rarely occur, But 15 he wil-
ling to give this equality of vote, on fhe first
election of a President, which must occur

fouryears? No. New-York, Pennsylva.
nia, ;lr.gma. North-Cardhina, Kentucky, and
Qhio, have 133 electors, and can
election of a President—bare
each of these states, éan control the
on this question, These states are | ,
uous territory, and may ezﬁ have & commu-
i that shail bind them together,
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great states

to restrain or modify?

On an election of President, in the House of{ deeaded, from

Representatives, 31 members, from 13 small

states, can control the election. Is this al "

safe power, even to the small states them-
selves’ Should they exercise their er to
the full extent, the attempt w proba-
bly be fatdl to their independence. Can they
feel a confidence that they would exercise
their power with discretion’ In the moment
of party excitement, when ambition, and all
the fierce passions of r and resentment,
Il;.;:!c their away, discretion is lost sight of,

e power is a dan, oneg~~much more
dangerous to the .m@m than to the
large. The danger of dissolving our Union
worald ereate, compamtively, but little alarm
in New-York, What has she to fear! ‘S8heis

an empire in herself, -But, with New-jcrsey, try

the case is altogether different. Without the
constitution, she must cease to be anindepen-
dent state. Situated between two potent
neighbors, of whose disposition Lo oppress she
sufficient evidence, between the close of
the revolutionary war and the formation of
our present constitution, dghe would be crush-
ed. On the dissolution of the Union, real
property, in New Jersey, would instantly full
50 per cent. The state is so situsted, S
large portion of her commerce must nec
rily go through the of New-York and
Pennsylvania. The dities on foreign
consumed in New Jersey, would be paid in
New-York and Pennsyl¥ania, and into the
treasuries of those states. New Jersey would
be tributary to them. 8he would resist—and
E;ubably muke the city of Jersey, Perth Am-
y and Burlington, free Enru of entry.
This would destroy heg, whole system of pro.
tecting the ind of the state, and would
lead to acts of retaliation on the part of those
states in which her prosperity would be uttep-
ly destroyed. New Jersey has a stronger in-
terest in the constitution any other state
in the Union, '
1t is for this reason, that, in that s{ate, theré
i the strongest disposition to provide for the
m:rmmency of the constitution, by correct-
g the ‘héilﬁ]. t.‘l]:]at t]l"“e grown ugf 1:hnder it;
more y the dispro n e ]
er oi‘et;pee at and smlm n i:haounp?'
the Chief Magistrate; and the diﬂ'icu!ty '
such achoice in the House of Representatives,
How the fears of the gentleman from New
York have been allayed, within a few weeks,
1 know not; while the dangers themselves
bave evidently {nf?mch d, 3
The dargers of choosing the President, in
1801, werﬁ:ch. as to tbrgum us with disso.
lution of our compact. But, the difficultics
now to be contended with, in such an ¢lec-
‘tion, would be made much greater. Then,
there were but two candidates; the first bal-

lot would have resulted in a choice, if some | from what

states had not been divided. Now, there
must be three candidates, The House
of Representatives will be divided between
the three; even the representatives of the
states may be divided between the three.
The confusion might become inextricable,
Suppose New-York were to give 12 voted
to A, 11 to B,and 11 to C, would this ensure

B and C would say not, -Should a
or majority, govern in such a case!

the vote of New-York for A? The friends of | to any, of all, the membets of ghis
ﬂ:ﬂt, for yMtdtﬁhwam

the State suy what was its yote! orshould the }
House of mfgnmﬁvq prescribe the rule! [in

The case is full of difficulty and danger.

them were in favor of it, it
dopted. The lasge and the
all be consulted, and he well knew it
be yery difficult 16 get any amendment
ed; Ttis saidthatit will take away the

ol the | stitution,
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Congrissional

culwion, Mr, 1), mid, he conceived it way nei-
ther forbidden nor enjoined by the
::. Be eonddaﬂ'ﬁrfd it as  perfectly harm-
expression e opinions of those who
attended it. "Mgmben of bad ;
tainly as good a vight, in their idual ca- ol
pacities, to recommend a cindidate for the .
Predidency, as any other men. / Bimilar meet.

the last six or eight months, ‘No mischiefcan
upon no t binds y w0
whl,itilwzl;ili,md.::&u i ht&”m&' ;
exercise of opinion, isa right whic
whether it respected men or m : -4:.' "
D. said, he would never relinquidh: ftisa
ght guurantied by the constitution snd the
laws of the country, mdnmrhiahvilbe‘x-
Me. HOLMES, of Maine, next rose, Itisto
me (said r_.fﬂll.&nuterolnpeund bion-
ishment, | ‘debate should have | &
such twrn. 1 had the honor to bey with
ntleman from New-York, (Mr.
the committee to whomi these a

Es

the Constitution weré referred. 1 had,
then, some doubts whether, #t thid time, it
was preper to act upon them Butl t
o

instrue

bad the coumtefiance and

honorable gentieman. ME:"! :
reciat e‘wﬂ*.

I:Epwuoue of those whe

iates, I' adopted Him; in

my JMentor. The-mu!m

been the subject of hiy animadve:
on in cOmmitteey with :

igr:nugm'imwiﬂimm a

geen fit to
1
ny:.»m

Howeyer | respect
sent w0 be 'Iel:l“inul in this

reasong which he has deerhed proper to
humbled. Never before, megth ce, imd
that by tlie same honorable member, has the

elggtion, which now es the | ¢, been LF
inmduuaiﬂo our deliberations “This Se-" /. "7
nate should he, and, until now, thank | J

it has been, above popular excitemant, .

T  source deit m ‘Who sets
icious example ose i
e mce point hig outss modd.."m >

Iassure that honorabls gentl
Ihave no need of Aisadvice, #qm _.
to

to the dictation of sny mw. n

me : vate or

e i e o R g

p ibes, I shall not condedcend to socount
]

. \-‘ e

ve 1o copcern.. |




