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Legislature of North.Catolina.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
December, 1823,
DEBATE ON WR. FiSwER's
ANTI.CAUCUS RESOLUTIONS.
(coxvixven.)

..:rbctqlﬁn-cn-ﬂmdﬁtw
ification that the right of

that the grest

: upon whom (in times
peace and tranquillity, :: U;*
ptible opera.

Far whatever measure of
rvade this House while

 people upon the important
o in dtﬂepnluoluuuu, he
eonceived it his Bnperious duty to guard a-
gainst all those mensures that may bave & | common with every member of that House,
ncy to withdraw from them the fair and [ he must be permitted to express hus regret
is] exercise of their constitutional pri- | that the preambile and resolutions, now un-
er of so much importance. der convderation, hud been introinced at
what some gentlemen in-'gll, . fle regretted it, because he believed
sisted upop, that the nomination of a candi-' much of our time would be consume | in their
date for the Frosilency by the Members of - diseussion, which, in justice to our constitu-
_ would be inoperative upon public epts, ou?m to be devoted to subjicts of ase-
ppiion, he would not have troubled the | fil legislavion: that, if udopted, they would be
ion of his sentiments
as had been observed by
ntleman from Rowas, he belieyed the
nommation at Washington had heretofore
in securing the election of the in-
mmended, the practice may
ded as something more |

'Br‘e' in 4 matt
Did be believe,

HMouse with the éxy
on the subject;

will it contipue
least a powerful
eople of this country, Sap-
e, that betoreiwe leave the city. of
: ne of the gentlemen in nomina.
dency shofild be proclaimed
s the Cancwrcandidate, what |
ing politiciuns of the day say | the Preamble'wnd Resolutions to assinne an
uswho might still be inclined 1o | authority which he believed we were ‘incom.
support some other candidate?  We should, . petent to exercise; we were called on to in-
then, hear much of the folly and inutility of  struct our Members of Congress how they
throwing away our’ suffrage by bestowing it' should act; not in their public characters, as
on one who, we should be told; could not suc- | Representatives, but prescribing rules of con-
eced for the want of & eaucns nomination, and ( Juct which were to govern
h for.ene, hie should not be dmrmcd'pﬁmca itles a8 individuals, He be iev
admenitions, and would | ed t)e rigtrm
support his friend, ‘though ké might stand a- | Representative ns 1o what course of conflust
lone in such preference, yet it could not be | he should pursue on alt ‘qu
doubted, that snch an appeal, when address- | importance, was one of the most valuable and
ed to the public consideration, would have no  unqsiestionable principles of a free govern-
the vote of the | ment; but whenever we attermpt to dietate to
¢ Btatn, especidlly when we besr in mind the | them—not how tliey shall leg'slate as Mem-
melancholy fact, thut the people have heen, \hers of Congress; but jn what manner they
. and will continge to be, top indifferant about | shall act a3
result: In such s state of things, mauy
giving their votes, s
to jpin inthe sup- L pation retorted on us, which the suthor of the
ho wauld not have
the man of their choice if they had been
wht free and aninfluencéd by a Caucus nomi-
mtion. - He could nat, therefore, agree with
" the gentleman from Bemifort that the pream-
. hleand resolutions, now before the House,
. were merely designed to have an effect upon
the candidates for the Presidency.—He did
4 D0t so consjder the question, bat regarded it
. as one that had an wnmediate referrence to
. a0 important constitutional principle, e
thonght that the adoptiun of the resolutions
would go te eensure and condemn'a prantice
inits exercise, has an alarmmg #n-
a0y to w ysurpation of the rig
he election of Pr
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to liste) 10 these sage
hittle effect in delermini

will be seen to decli
whilst others will be fou
2t of that candidate

sed individuals at Washington @iy,
Fgentlcman from Rowan, in ppenis
1 ssion, bad exressed a wish to ma
ify the resolytiong, so as to make them more
‘genenally acceptable to the House; but this
ity, for the prgsent, had been deni-
: wliamentaty motion
iy from - Haifey. —Should that
on fail, the friends oi the re.
amend them, as to make
 nere expression of'the opi-
peral Assembly on the prag-
ional Canecnges,  What right,
B Tave we to dietate to oir Sei-

Presentatives in C
BBolutions a8 they now stand,
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Tectors, the Constitution

the
should he chowen, he
would be g
sult, .bl'tln ultimate vote were cxercised di- | impose
rectly by people. This he t was | honest nor capab
'nbcu‘:cdby establishing the District | hgence cnough
principle. hwnhtohmﬁn&,ﬁwlmuumuj:h
ite temuiency 1o sccufe a mare vote, | dual whe w
by inducing the le to feel and bxercine within their gift.
" i i result of the election. | genticmen w
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stitu privilege.
that the standing charseter of the candi-
e oy sk

dates for the appontment will not | opinions. oo _this ‘wera merely the |
be sought after by the le, and that they | oreans through which the sense of their con-
will content thmzlv«p&of elect- | stituents ‘'was ¢ Jlu.l most of the
ed, whom they will su ut. | elections to the House [Representatives

Baf gentlemen may rest
had not been, nor woulll it _be.th
pesult: The people bave, and will continue to
require some knowledge or proof of the inte-
grity and ability of the individuals whom they
are called uponto employ as their agents, in &
business.of so0 mach importance, :
Mf. 8. concluded by remarking, that he
should vote ugninst the motion for indefinite |
tpouement, and if it did not prevail, hc{
oped to see the resolutions so amended, as
to make them agrecable to all who were
gemlly to the principles which they contain.

Mr. B. BRDWN said, in rising to exercise
the constitutional right which he posessed in

inoperutive, and therefore uscless; us the in-
structions which they cuntuin, he had no
doubt, would be disobeved by our Senators
aml Representatives in Congress; that they
were extremely objectionable, igascuuch as
they proposed for this Legislature to tike on
itself a jurisdiction which it bad-no right to
exercise. In the course which he should pur-
sue o1 this occasion, he was uninfluenced by
aty partinlity which he might feel for either
of the dist nguished individuals who were be.
fore the American public. as eandidates- for
the Presidency; as such coggiderations should
always be subordinate to the great intérests of
the nation—Mr B, sail, we were called on by

em in their
t of the constituent to‘instruct the

ions of national

wate individualy, we are no lon.
ger acting inour legitimate sphere; and we
‘expm ourselves to have the charge of usur-

preamble so zealoubly labors to fix on Vem-
bers of Congress, who, as cifizens of this coun-
try, msseqible for the purpose of nominating
to.the ple of the United Srate some in.
dividuals, whom they deem best qualified
theirtalents and virtues to fill the execttive
department. of the government. If the Le.
g sluture assumes:to itsclf ‘the power of im-
posing silence éu. Memabers Congress as
rogands the election of a President and Viee
President, the absird consequence would fol-
low, that they codld restrain them in the ex-
ercise of any other personal privilege; and
might, in the plenitude of their authorty. and
with equal propriety, adopt resolutions in-
structing them. not o attend the President’s
e lgvees, ‘lest the pufity of their Republican

{Principles should become corrupted.  Vir

Brown said, the framers of the constitution,
in confiding to the freemen of these Btates;
the election of o President and Vice Presi
dent, musthave gipposed that they would ex-
ercise that privilege understandingly, and -
vail themselves d’ﬁl the information within
their reach, from the almost houndless extent
of our teritory;- it was_impossible that the
great body of tipeople could have a por-
sonal know the several persons who
are in nominstionfor the Presidency; how
then are they to obtuin this hd'theanutm;?- E}f
‘they resort o the news rs, they iahle
to v, oD %-whil!‘l ol:\:Pe mul‘m'fihestc;
one of the p in ponsination every mors
and polit&'S"emellem’:r. the columaus of ana-
ther teemis with defamati

inst the same

ny- one quality which wonld fit him for the
Pregide S Where, then, lie nsked; coald the

le of this couptry . with more pronriety
xpply ‘ot information than 1o their Represen-
tativesin Co . who have opportunitics

of estimating.
the pemn notiination, much superiar to
those enjoyed by their constituents?. it

nlerest
uﬂdnﬁ-bytheﬁeuu\lﬂcmuonuthadqd
votg for fifteen Electors, situated in object was to ¢
efeat and remote sections of the State, | thereby to create sn eloolipn

‘most of whom must be egtirely unknown, e- | sition to the wishes of the nation, He v
ven hy name, t0 the great body of our citi- ' ed public opinion had uniformly preceded
zets, it cannot be expicted that they should nowminations herciofore made, and had point.
D'iéi(llﬁ!ncmlhei‘rm.-'cd to the indwiduald wiw been

Buf ‘we may be told,' mended ‘s the

such | had been made with reference to this ques-
ical | tion.  But who does the resolutions now be-

fore us prapose tp instruct’ asked My B,
One of the ge nis a mMan venersble for
his years; whose solid understanding ivas been

eanched by the tressures of experence, and
who miglt, With propriety, be said “ 10 have
done the state some service;” who_was not
less estimable in private fife than hé was em-
inent as a statesman; and whose history for
the last thirty years, was anample secunity to
the people & this country, that, on no ocea-
#on, would he betray their int=csts—he allu-
ded to Naruawize Macow; and e gentleman
from Rowan (Mr. Fisher) must pardon him,
if he should sdy (for he meant no disparuge-
ment to the Preamble and Resolutions of
which be ‘was the author) he believed the
mnderstanding of
of, would not be
stitutional questio
were to he foumd n that
thought it now too late for this Legislature o
place. so old and so respectablea public ser-
vant in leadingstrings,

Rowan, said Mr, li.iu
ty :n support ofhis co.irse which i miher un-
fortunate,
has protested against & caucus bein
the city of Wash.ngton,
davghter of North Caroling, but howéver
highly he might adinire Ler thilitary prowess
am
ted from that'pure morality in her le
which he hoped would always mark the

ject to the exercise
others—We are told by gentlemen, that a
recommendation of some person as President

individunl, and is unable to discern ig him -}

he merits and pretenmons of

had heen urped, by gentlemienin favor aff the” g efit worthy President
resolitions, that 4 “nomination at Washin I, be ou; to employ medical
by ﬁm?if?ag#“ s _Jaztfni the furest beene, Wrecovercd,

the

be chosen;
in ing theh

they individual just spoken
|*ch enlightened on con-

y any reflectiops which
production: he

The gentleman from
produced an aathori-

He says the state of Tennessce
held at
It i3 true ghe is the

atriotism, he feared she hul degenera-

gﬁhlion
eourse of her ancestor, - But a short time has
elapsed since the legislature of that state aot-

ed on the very principle by nomimating Gen.
Jackson to the people of the United States as

now so much reprobate as unconstutiorial and
of dangerous tendency. If the Legislature
of Tenpessee assumes the right of nomina-
ting a President, surely they should not ob-
of the same right by

by Members of Congress, has never been re-
sorted to, except when important principles
were involved; and if it was ever useful, it is

has siubsided; aud it is no longera
principle, but a choice of‘men.

tion of Mr. Moorbe was an instance to the 2on.
lug:jl‘he nation at that time had just emerg-
edfrom a war in which she had been signally

Arinmphant; our navy had doquired imperish-
armies had won a succes-
sion of the most splendid victories, and party

i e become extin
guished in the general joy for the return of
peace. The Republican administration had
at no period renched a prouder clevation than
they enjoved at that time: and opposition to
Mr. ‘Monroe, on principle, had never heew
thought ‘of.  Precedent, therefore, did not
bear gentlemen out in the assertion that all
nominations heretofore  made were when
great principles were involved.—Mr. B. was
e passage of the Preamble and
ground: they contain-
ed a grave charge against Members of Con-
gress who met in Caucus, It was méserted,
in substance, in'the Preamble, that they were
guilty of the crime of perjury, by viohti:s

nhle renown; our

spirit had ip a great degre

opposed to _
Resolutions on another

the spirit of the constitution whieh they h
sworn o su
flection on

cy, Mr, Clay,
all of

princi

dc‘rﬂ' ing cha
of the spiril of the
equally g:mm'uﬁ. .

caleulated to defeat
constitution, which s
made by the

tion “certain, prevents
going into $peration, the .
ted/+ If this be a breach of the-
then eyery of
.c.l:mnry to promote the

pL a
slitertion As “weel l_ﬂgﬂ

lina has & populstion pesrl

the small states; and that th
New.York issuperior in nu
remall states; yet, if the clection was ' decided
by the House of
state would be entitled to a s'ngle . vdts,
two populous states which he had spok:
would sink to a level with the -little state of
Minois, whieh contains » ndation npt ex.

election went to the House of Re
tives, corruption and intrigue ‘could:
conquest over the integrit, em!
of Congress with much morr ease than

rress could elect a President.

Predident, which Mr. 'Grundy (the mover of
the protest) and the Legislature of Tenncssre

now entirely unnecessary, s party ramdour
estion of |
& NoWina-

. 'This, he tid, was & re-|’
¢e of the distinguished indivi-
duals who were candidates for the Presiden.
Mr, Crawford, and Mr. Calhoun,
whom had attended meetings of this
kind, ‘some of them. moré than once. Their
characters were the property of the nation;
and he was not diaposed, by adopting the
inciples of the preamble, to sanction the

of perjury, which it made
ns and all other who had
attended such meetings; as if it is & violation
itution now, it was
_ gentlemen object
to a nomination at Washington, because it is

pmk. then the House of Re-
tatives shall elect. 1t is alleged, that
nasmuch as a nomination by making an elec-

v to ten of the |b

niatives, where each
en of,

ceeding sixty thousand and which ‘is
entitled-only 1o one Representative. )
fioor of Congress. \ir, B, remarki

y of our yer

could in a caucus; ig the latter, each i

given by states, thirty-one Members of Con
In his estimm-
tion, this was the most obnoxious featupe in
the Federal Constitution, a Chiet Magistrate
might be impmrd on the nation, by this mede
of election, 1n direct opposition to its wishes
This House eannot -have forgotten the immi-
nent danger to which our - constitution had
been exposed, on a former occasion, when
the clection was throw:i i:}o the House of
Representatives; the t . Wiks pre- | ba
pared to sscrifice it 1:1:ibe unlu.lp‘:z"'éd d:i: [

of amhition; a powerful faction: in O
boldlv spoke of makri:r
u

s President by law; !
which would have produced all the horvors
of a civil war, Believing that a homington

of some individual for the Presidency by tire

Members of Congress, would have ¢the effect’
to avert an evil 5o justly dreaded; believing |

nable the people to succeed in making ab e-
lection, he sliould vota for the indefinite post-

and was in fivor of & nomination at Wash
ton, n proceeding which i
example sanctioned, and experience taught
us was rmduc? of no evil consegunee. Mn |
. conclled, BY expressing his'sense ofthe

obligation which he was under ta the House
mdulgence which they bad extended | the

for t
to him.
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My. Monvoe, Gen. Jackson and My.

Lawf l.eo . J y
The ovarwhelming dremon of party spirit has
stalked through our lind, like * thie destroy-

virtuous, the veterans, “ the first born sons of |
America)”? in one common ruin. ‘The Nobles
and Grandees of Britan are loud in
claration of American prowess and of
can gloryy—the Editors of the Richmond En-
ulrer—of the constitutio
National Advocate of New York, aré loud jn|F
the deciaration that the chief, the statesnuu,
—that the very Patriarchs of Ametican liberty
are ¢ deowyed in theiv glory and wunk in their
worth.” - S

The ipdividual, more immediately selected
for obloquy_and rep is our.chicf mugis-|
trate, Jameés Monroe is Made the butt agumst
which the arrows of vi!'liltsl:;"1 "

| been shot. ; . .
" Cuanss L~He igch d with'@uplicity and,
falsehood in asserting that he had never read

a letter'written by. General Jackson, in the |

presence of Mr. Lowrie, und which letter was |

nsserted o _'_r:comena the ‘appdintment” of

two Fed and two Democrats 1o com-
nd which letier Was further

¢ in tindicg on of seve.
ich he had made, one es-
hestile to many léaders
party. ' Now whitt aré the
facts? The President read o Jeticr from Gen. |
Jackson, in the presence of Mr Lwri’e.&

ipet oncer |
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cussion, and it Lias been so
rgs that we give the e

.'u:au oo
concernt next
-utﬁnyue-mul:smﬂ;thc
dam of afriend. 1 catnot doubi they
received with feelings similar o

have mpelled me (o muake them.
thing nds on the sel Z

tey,  In every s

usl Member voted, and a majority. must be |calm
gained; in the former, where the votes were

Biitos and the defensler of Biitain
And it wag this anion, &t the cl
this our own country, whic

the actual, if not
Raenced by such

that it would unite public sentiment, and en- | i

ponement of the Preamble ‘and Resolutitas, | had been

ing ungel,” and seeks to blast the eminent; the | =
e de- Josg

Whig, and of the | 0




