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_- From the Monthly Magazine.
EHE CAVE OF HAR HASSAN.
00 the south-eastern coast of the is-

cave, rendered 1llustrious by the muny
traditions respecting its ancient inhabi

tant, [t has always gone by the name
pf Hassau’s Cave, from the person with
‘whom it has generally been associated
inJocal story. But the ingenuity and
gredulity of the people have assigned to
him a greater share of renown than falls
to the tut of ordinary heroesy and-ne has
adorned the tale of beldame. wothers
with a fertility of iuterest which would
_ %r_le_ one uimost 1o doubt lisidentity.
‘He is represented as ahesmit, a pirate,
e petty king, a chivalrpus kuizht, a gi-
AEantic gublin,  He seems to huve been
mighty onland and water, over aiv and
fire. But thexe gecamplishments are
not to be understood as being attribu-
ted to ham en masse by any one of lis
giorifiers; they are sp-collected only up-
on compirison of the different versions;
and if, when set together, -they appear
not overabandant for oue man’s share,
why let us not smile at the feats of King
Arthoror Jack the Giont Killer.
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at whichenumeratus his worthy deeds

slemites. He was himself a nitive of
Bikbary, aud gvotary of ro
| fessedd by the besiegers.  But. for hnita
1 c'en.turv.,ﬂj had foand & sanctuacy in
thé hollow “rock, und he would net
ed him. Aecordingly,  he gacrisoned
his caverny aml, lram i _cm_maandmf
- post, sorely distressed theenemy’s fleet,
_which was necessarily esposed o his
ba : ry. «LThe Water
ﬁug?l.rn{nn whm;:fnbe'r's the 1ugbraped
sirniers bell i0fRleic embraces, by the
sieatatei® and daring of ‘their gred)
t !n Y ol A 'J g . ',".':'.";i.l
! L‘fit_" a more credible, bechise'n more
madest story, simply deseribes hi as &
regtuse, who, disappointed  in his owi
fguniey, fled with an ooly daughter t:;‘
thigastand, . There b rg{i;!e‘d inhonont
i ul‘.me‘gf. and desoled to the nue-
hig beloved
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:x:xﬁ.ﬂ&:h’. prasants, beyond. afl . stitutes for ' costly cnfm AE-|
cles, concexledeven from the eommodgted to'the Wactaf the hermit. |
ppeighbourhond ‘that Kuawledge of which From ‘the «
we then arood in‘geed.  We gazed vast and glopion, view of the
dowa the rough sidg of the rocky emi-  canes s presen:- el l, and no port ool |
Rence in every direction, vainly seeking hiave bren botier chogen a9 the §tene of
the apertcie, which, as we weretold, at romantic ‘gnd ey man adveptures.
a muddie height hbetwoen our ownt level: As we Thitered on nteresting
and (hat of the. xea, Ted to the hermitage ground, & thousand yidions tatgralis
ol tassan, Flie sea was fir below us, | occurred to us, as the prabable tnci
and stretching our view to the verge of dentsin the life of boe whe eotld %o ut. |
its distant horizon, we sighed as though | terly cast off the world, and betake |
wercotld evoke the Mpirit of the rechuse I himaelf to & Book in the Jesolate rack, |
from the land of his forefathers  Hat companioned anly by the sea‘gull, The |
the sun was fast sinking to his bed, and ' veiy access tokis ILJdc was likely tuII
the shudows from the insnlated rock of have remained for ever unkvown,  The |
Yl!ﬂ; slready extended to the distant|old priest Wimsell had resided in the !
pumtluf' share, abyve which we were | neighbourhood from thé “time of Bis |
standing,  In despair, the donkeys’ | childhood, and the secret which he had |
heads were turnal homewards, the|from his father, wasaow shaved by few, |
yexation ol our party broke oot in low [if any.  Bat the marvellous tales which
English curses, which our Maltese con- | threw a lustre on the fabulous charse-
ducteur vainly endeavoured to interpret; | ter of him whose heroism and mony
#od, retracing out steps, we clambered | ment were now befure bis, seem'to have |
diligently over the whole series of broken | no histories) foandution. - The trae ao- |
walls, which wese no longer™a *' neigh { count is psobably that which 1 have al- |
bouc’s landmark.” réady quoted.  Har Hastan is reeor- |

“You might have gone by a nearer| ded as L.-ting the tenant of this cave, by |
foute, without doin=z.al this mischief,” Lthe laborious listorian Abela;* and it is
criedd some ane clase 1o wsg and looking {juatly inferred, that he was rather
ou the Gther side ol o clump”of stones | man of sorrow than of blood, from & ve-|
that stood in the angle of the field, we | ty siogular tablet that was discovered
saw A stout old marm, leaning ‘on a spade, | not many years ago, and translated from
and brusliing away the hea.v.y moistore | the Coptic by a Frenchman, at the
which his then interrupted labour had |command of Booraparte: [ should
collected on his brow. 1Te had a benign | not have deemed this * litsle history of
expression of face, and in the toneof |vur pilgimage worth relitiog, had W
his reprool there was nothing of thay

; _ not .I:F“m'“ proper preface to this
moroseness  which wmight have been | remarkable degument.  For its authen-
expected from. an owner of the demo-

ticity [ have othér waceant than that of
lished fences.  Satisfied with this: mild | the pricst wha first indulged me Wath
correction, he was resuming his work, | aninspection of it.  For, upon compay’
when one of us ventured to ask, whether | rison with a differént; version, done “in
he had guesscd our purpose in crossing | Enzlish by an officer of: rank ou, the
h;_ﬁhﬁt‘l']»_. lh‘?t he could thus cenvir* us ]_ wland, 1 find as near“l.l_ cdmud‘l:reih
of having taken a circuitous route? the twa languages will admit,  Haviog

“ Leanceive you were looking loi ¢ ('lun vouched [f:iu genuineness, [ can-
Cave of Har Hassani™ | & not lhmk. any Comsient necessary 1o
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. afled?—00 course you did; | and beauty, oliowii— .
what do these simple fellnwsjkmw ofl “In thé‘Fr name of the compassionate
its situation?—and-if they did, weuld | and merciful God!—~Msy Gid be pros
they venture to be yourpilat, think you, | pitiods to the prophet Mahomet!
when not one of them woirdd trust Him. | * Pesce and bleasingtttend brig family !
delf there for his lifeP—Do you stil] | % 6od is upreme and cteranl.
wish to see 177 '

T'o this we replied, that we had hunt
ed for it in every directipn, and deypair-
ed of finding it; that it must be_at some
distance, and it was now too late to
linger 8o far from the city, &c. He
answereill 03 with an_pssurance, that we
were then not a hundred yards from
the enteance, and that he had observed
us, shortly before, standipg directly
over jts mouth. If we had any wish,
he “woald be happy to cofduct us | :
thithér.  ‘This ‘proposal was’ cheerfully | ** Oh! thou, wholﬂg'lﬂeklt this tomb!:
assenled lnl: and the mrtr:lml old man, | bely ,_!:’m betrothe _w;;hamhfidgl
laying aside bis spade, and resuming | Myl eyclids are sealéd w LI
m:}mﬁ:iem cont, w?.fe colour :;_&%lhn ¥ 'ittri:)tyipm ve passed away!
indicated that it belopged 1o ongf. ¢ Nevertheless, my mon
clerical order, iinstantly set ird, | '6f probation 48 transitory,
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ourselves hiad been so recently. Here {.fully betiold my refativi
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in’ the side of the tock; so narrow as | M p g
] {r;"ti}*. stftice for safe footing, and
lalnalt “enclosed, from .above by the Tk
projection of rudp, masses f “stone;| "
Thyis descent was almost indistinguish- |-
e 0y poitit on the terra.firma
whetewe.had been standing, and fatally |
azardous to any Whose foot '.of.hd!'g!_l.l
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