y -

L .

¥ - —— T

"R

b Chalfan, ~Thé subject before 85 s sdmitted¥y al} partios to be

¥
'y

TR “-.t‘.‘

of the mest womentous con-|except su

ek g and stabali

Faappiness of (he government
parat ,ladils:-th resolutions which have been called up for y

NELRGATRED on the sttention of the com- 3
e States were to insist bn these words in show be

- s T, "' -~y .‘,«.ﬁ‘? b %_‘,",‘:‘Lzh-.l.«_ L lj-_: .
e v‘v. e = !Lﬁrw m
R S YO A A i S SRAL ~ N-d . il

1 sonniy's boind 5l . s (i ol Sl
: 4 & o -y w P .."‘.
i T e oo Gt S
cartended Government, ot o ot et Be Bt T o Wor + Sselsply’ g - %
o - a; .,,'l; ,qt,,lq. '.{’i’i ’ m‘q‘ &.J‘
,,h‘ 4 Ameng fne v Lathen Ma = e e
hn“ ’ #‘ —— " 4‘."-& - A %
: ‘; el 4 4]
inthe § ; N

10 carry on ‘8 system of
i limits Jny’ and

. 5 but shall trest the whole'as one subject directed to one |Within the State of North Carolina? Miod you, si
Althoagh | do et promise the commitice a talented, splendid or | the 2d article of her Bill of Rights, * that the people

sy in the discussion of this sebject; yet T flatier myself I|bave the sofe and exchusive right. to the saty ~al :
h’:oitmnmnd faithful mxd Coustitution of the |police thereof.” PR wgaliay : gotarames

State under the authority of which the Federal Goverument alone | rate the other, ' (o express in the stropgest conceivable terms its disavowal

- I readily admit the dryness of sll constitutional discussions, de- of any copurtnessh

ing as they do for the most parton the recitation of autheritics and
ical facts. _
t the Congress of the Ugited States, for years s has exercised
of & most doabtful nature in the promotion of objects of Internal

gvement, isa fact that will not be deénied by the greatest latitnding-

and in the esercise of these powers, that the friends of this doctrine
sheltered themselves under implication and copstruction, is equally
ispaiable. As on the pathless Ocean, the mariver, to'uscertain his lon-
e axd latitude, is compelled often to refer to his compass and chart,
ent recnrrence to fandamental principles o sbeolutely necessary
the security of liberty, and fhe preservation of our (:?q:utungn pnd go-
pent in their pristing purity.  To ascertain the origiual object of
Government, and the Constitution under which it was lormed, let
ort to tha histery of the times at which, and the party by whom it
framed. 1 shall endeavor to show thereby that the powers now as-
by Congross over the subject of\Jatergal Improvement within the
its and jurisdiction of the individual States, is an assumption and exer-
of suthority never contemplated by the Constitution of the United
s, . The exercise ‘ﬁl&wu by Congress P‘Mut]:»?s & want of
signty in the individual States, and their eutire subordinacy to the
eroment of the United States.  “To exposé the fallacy of this dectrine,
s tirn to the istory of 1776, when the Slates thréw off their allegiance
reat Britain, end became thirteen States, free, sovercign and indepen-
each possessing the sole and exclusive jurisdictin over its own terri
. That spch was their understanding at that time, the following ex-
from the Declaration of Independence will prove: - 4 We, the Re-
sentatives of the United States in Congress assembled, appealing to the
reme Judge of the world for the rectitude of oir intentions, do, in the
pe and by the suthority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly
ish and deolare, that theds united colinies are, and of right ought to be
and independent States; that they are absolved fram all allegiance tg
tish erown, and that all pelitical coupexion between them and the
of Great Britain, 18.and ought to be _totally dissolved; and that, as
independent B“.Lb ey have full power to levy war, conclude
i contract allisncefl, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and
#s which 1¥oepEXDENT Braves may of right do.  And for the llirpm:t
hisdeclacation, witlia firm reliance o the pritection of divine Frovic

ting or effecting her ipternal' government in an respect whatever,
will nb‘iltdweﬂ ?n?g‘ct‘. bowcver, ‘_g(;n the merits uf{ln Coustitutions of
the several States; as | ised bul s faithful history of the Constitution
of the United States. The States finding that the afticles of confederd-
tion, which were intended only as & tt-ln expedient, founded amidst
the clangour of arms, were too ipefficiest for nal union, common de-.
feace, or the preservation of aiir liberties, um necessity'of framing.a
Constitution, as a substitute, to efféct which a Federal Convention was|
called, which assembled at Philadelphia on the 25th of May, 1787, Here
the great battle was fonght between the friends of State rights and the
friends of consolidation, whese object was to aanihilate the States, and to
reduce them te petty corporations. While | confess that this copvention
was composed of a constellation of talent, many of the heroes; $tatesmen
and patriats of the revalution, any one of whom would have dene honor te
imperial Rome in her proudest days; yet never was there, Mr. Chairinan,
a convention assembled under ytmder”l s, composc! of materials more
discordant in their ?'rlitinl complexion. . Yesysir, there were Monarchists,
Aristocrats, Consolidationists, Federalists, and Stute l?ht Republicans;
and, no'doubt, each one believing that the goverwment of his ice Wis
the only one that could secure and render immortal the libertiesof his
conntry. : £
A history, however, isgiven ofthe leading pavties of that convention by L
ther Martin, who was une of its members, in bis communieation of its proceed-
ings to the Legislature of Maryland.' Mr, Martin says in this. communi-
cation, “*That on our meeting in convention, it wassoon found there were
umnt us three pirties of yery different sentiments and views.  One par-
ty, whase object and wish it was to abolish and anpihilate ull State govern-
ments, and to bring forward ene General Government oyer this rextensive
continent of a monarchical nafure, dnder certain restrictions and limita.
tions. Those who openly avowed this sentiment were, it js true, but Tew;
yetitis equally true that there was a considerable namber, whe did not o-
penly avow it, who were, by mycelf and many others of the conventivi,
considered a8 being in reality favorers of .that sentiment, and acting upon
these principles, covertly endeavoring to cany into eflect what they well
knew upen‘i_y aud avowedly could not be aceumplished. The second par-
ty. was potfor the abolition of the State goyernments, nor for the introducs
tion of a moparchical government under any forms but they wisheéd foes-
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e, we mutually pledge to éach othery owr lives, our fortunes’ and our | tablish such a system as could give theit own States undue power and in-| ored 'say nation. . The name of l!-iﬂ_b is written in.

ad honor.” '
sir, it ia most emphatically declared, thdt the States were to be

b and independ 1f such was the intention of the illustrious sigaers |in number with bath the other two.  Bat the {dvorers of mon 5 and
hat i(:;?:::gl 4:3::-;&0::-({ they we.e.then free and sovereign Bts:tn, these who wished a total abolition 'of the State _governments, ‘vgll : knm
in their rui;ective eres, when and by what means have they be-|{that a government founded on truly federal principles, the basis of y
p subordinate o, and dependent on the powers of Congress? 191778, | was the thirteen State goveruments, preserved i full force and

years after the Declaration of Independence, the States fonnd them-
@ under themecessity of entering, for their common defenc.e,_ into &
ederacy, which was done on ferms of perfect equality and reciprocity
opling thearticles of confederation on the 8th July, 1778, What was,
language of that confederation? Head the 1st, 2d and Sd articles.
ole the 18f, **The style of this confederacy shall be the United States
marica” . Article the 2d, * Each State retains its BOVEN}I.fnl", 'fre._-.
i ahd independence;, and every power, jurisdiction and right which is
by this confederation exprcss['y delegated to the United States iv Con-

« assembled.” I entreat the committeeto mark the words *¢ expressly

fluence im the government over the other States. * A third party. was what
I' considered truly Federal and Republivan. This party was vearly equal

would be destructive of their views; and knowing that they were too wenk in

numbers openly to bring forward their system; conscious alég that the

ple of America would reject it if proposed fo “them; joiftéd their ‘interest
with that party who wished & system giving to pirticujar States. [lr)::or and
influence-over the otliérs; ‘procuring in return wutnal sacvifices from, them,,
in giviig the govérnment' grea! and undgfined powers, ag tovits legislative
and executive; well knowing that by depar fing from a federal system, they
paved the way for theis favorite object—the destructionof the 8 ¢ govern-
menta,and the introduction of momarchy.” ~

1will now read you, sit, tie opinions of some of the-most distifigui

v _gd_,-,” as, in'my opinion, they are the salvation of the Coustitution, |ed individaals, -ab “held in that convention, ‘that Jiave ever figured oy the

st tly of our present form of govérnment. They aré the very
. """i.‘il‘ai?nﬁicatiml rﬁd comstruction;’ which.nre now about to subvert
wine -po!mri" eunmernted in ithe Constitutiony, and erect on t’benr
b tifi dngecons hydrt of a government: of unlimited powers, , Article
8, ' 5 The States heveby severally enter into a firm league of friend-
Wity cach other, for their common defencey the security uf their liber-
and-their wintud] gud geaeral welfare, binding themselves fo assist each
against all force, ered to, Or attacks tade upen thew, or any of

1, om-account of religion, sovereigatyy trade, o any other pretence
waoever,” - Hefe again fhe States expréssly veservedd to themselves per-
oyersignty; and it appears the ohi_ect;bt entering into the league; was
ind atl to support the savercigoty of cach, and tooppose all force or at-
s made on each, oa weeount of religion, soverciguty o trade. In less
o years after, you will find inthe Declatation’ of Rights: which is
o to the Constitution of Massachusetts, the following clanse? «The
ble of this Cominonwealth have thesole and exclusive right uf' geverning

S % o freey sovereign and independent Stato: wnd do’aud forev.

et shall exercise nnd enjoy every powers. juvisdictioh. and right
5 ﬁm‘;not hernfterj;{ hﬁhﬁ.g;pmly delegatedto the
) Slates of Awerics in Congress assembled, ™ Hefe Mussachusetts
e sale and exclusive sovereignty dver hex Htate and ws. perfect
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political stage of North America, Bir, [ aw-uware that it will bé pro-
ductive-of some unpledsant refléctions upon the' eherneters of sonie of oiir
most honored statesinen, who Have ‘docupied  distinguished posts in one
conntryy but the truths disclosed by history, however unpleasant, should
unot be concealed. ¥You will fiud apongst the mest distinguished

who advocate: <onsolidation, and, consequently) the annihilationand

tion of all State governménts, - Gavernor Randolph, Alezander Han

and James Madison, our Wenergbleexpredigent.
in the defgnce of the rights of -the States, will s of.,
Masony. of . Vicgnia, . Judge Elsworthy, of Counecticut, Lutlier
of Maryldnd, and Mr. Lensing,. of ?aw;fwk." o (G R &
- 8ir, .-{-Wi,ll take the liberty of reading extfacté from the speeches
cach of ‘these gentlemen, as expressed in the debates of the pecret pro
ceedings of the Federal Convenfion, as the best e\-idenca.,_o;tbe-m
characler of the Constitiition. -« Gév. Randelphy” .who has been hondred
with @ high ‘station in the ‘eabinet of _Geqe_;lﬂ‘ ‘ashington, and ‘s cosparts
tes of Mr. Jefferson in that adminimﬂ&n-—_-u-geﬁﬂem of most splendid

talents—after iduvtllioihﬁ a''geries of yedolutions, wpon which our pre-|

sent Constittition -was Bially predicated, and miking an elabornte spee

in. their favor, says.the sathor of these mﬂ% + cloged . his. re-
marks with a set o resolutions, fifteetr in fiumber, which he proposed tu
the: sonveéntion for their adoption, and as a leading pa_in,clp;(p whereon
to fori  new, governmients | He candidly econfessed that they'wers mot
intende ederal ent~—hie. meant. @ strong duted. ;
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