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. 70 the Honorable the General #simiﬂy qf North Carolitia,

“Thé MEmBMET o TTaaVERtion Uhoh the subjéct of Tnfernal Tmprove-
ment, i Which weve represented forty-vight coenties of the State, re-
qm:tﬁllly sheweth: _ tlu i :

That, lccording to the appointment of their réspective constitwents, the

members of the sard Convention assembled in the city of Raleigh on Mon-

2 member from each Congressional District of the State, to which was re-
neral subject ol Internal Jmprovement for the State of Norti

Carolinih, Trom WHIEH; INGEER their Cﬁn%ﬁ‘ ero

the Convention received the following report, to wit:

« The committee to which was refetred the general subject of Internat
Jmprovement for the State of North Carolina, repor to thé Conventivn as
follows?

s I'hat they have duly considered the several matters referred to them,
arid altér a full conference and compirison of views, they trust that they
have been enabled to digest a plan, which, if not perfect in isell, is ut
Jeast the best that they canreasonably bope will be carried into execution,

s [t is no doubt obvious to every thinking man, that no plan could be
devised entirely acceptable to all, or, perhups, in all its details, accepta-
ble to any one; while it is equally apparent that unless something is done

Hy-wr: | ~ah-endice change du4he peioa
ciples of humaw nature, that hearty support and eoncuirence from the dif-
ferent sections of the State, so essential to ultimate successin our under-
taking, cannot be expected.

¢+ [t was necessary, therefore, that the plan devised by the committee

shotild be as-wide-and general as the wants of - the State require, and its |

jneans are suflicient to accomplish. "Thé Stite wmay be consulered oo di-
vided, in its present condition, by five distinet sectional iiterests, viz.
First, what arecatied the-Nerthern-countics; second)y,-the. Yar river anl,
Neuse counties; thirdly, the counties usually trading to the towns of thé
: ¥ b a4 D PaEt
)y, the middle counties, Iving on The Roandke. ™
" 4 To obtain the sapport aml countenance of these different sections, as
well as to accomplish our design of general utility, the interest ofall these
sections must be consulted and attended to. “Lhe conunittee thought it
rather calculated (o excite dikcord, and to cool the ardour of those whase
views might not be fully met, to be at this time specilic in the 1ecommen-
dation-or rejection of any of the plans which have been referved to their
consideration; every oneé of which may perhaps be, in itsotf, highly wor-
thy of public patrunage; but, from their multitude, beyond the reach of the
means of the State toaccomplishall, and, from their peculiarly local charac-

ter, not well calculated for incorporation into any-geieral syvtenof fnter-1—

nal Iinprovement. ~Bot to meet the wants; in part, of thespeople of the
Nocthern connties, and those lying below Hualifax, upon the Roanoke,
they recommend a communication from Edenton by rail road, intersect
ing witn tae Portsmoutn Rail Road to Roanoke, ot by Canal with the Dis-
ol SWAHD CEial === —— e
+'To accommodate the peaple on the Tur and Neuse rivers, they recom-
mend the cutting a ship channel, to connect the waters of Beaufort Har-
bour with Neuse river. They propose further a communication, by rail
road, river, oreanal, orauy two of them, or all wnited, [rom some point
an the seaboard of the State, to the Tennessee line; and amuther commu-
nication of the same kind from some point on the Roanoke river, running
southwardly, to the South Caralina line. These two latter works, it is be-
ieved, wil{ fiilly answer the purposes of the other remaiving portions of
the State; while the whole combined will, it is hoped, meet the wauts of
the State at large, and all, and‘every part, readily fall in with, and form
a part of, any mternal communication which it may be hereafter thought
necessary to form Detween the eastern, western, northern and southern
portions of the Union. _ -
++ They do not think itexpedient 2t this time to indicate the points of
commencement or termination, on the general routes of any of these works,
but recomménd that a Board of Internal Improvements should be raised,
and an Bngindér or Bogineers emploved, with full power and authority to
slan and conduct the works according to the general outlines agreed upon,
‘Thia geteral scheme, from its very nature and magaitude, they believe to
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cammend (ts execution exclusively by the means of the Siate, and under.
the litection of its officers.. While-the committes are of opinion that most,
if not !l Wie specific plans referred to their covsideration, are too pecu-
liarly lota! to form a part of the general schewé above mentioned, they are
far from Being disposed entirely to overlook them; bit as the selection of
particular gchehe or scheme, from among the number submitted as the
most worthy subfects of legialative pdtronages is an inviduous task; and
which, Tarthermore, they fe¢l themselves very ily qualified to perform,
the committee latter themselves that by the adoption of Gne or {wo gener-
al principles they will bring all those f:n:al works, worthy of legislative
patronage, within ifs reachi 8o that none: may be turned away, who have
claims to aftention; Wwhile none will be fostered beyond their merits.  To
el this View; they teermmend-that whenever any company shall be in-
corporated by the General Assembly, -fur any work of Internal Improve-
ment. such company shall, in the prosecution of their work, be at liberty
to intersect with, or cross any other work executed or to be executed by
any ather incorporated compaliy of by the State; and that whenever the
stockholders of any such company shall pay, or secure to he paid, three-
fifths of the amount necessary for the completion of any such work, the
General-Assembly may, in their discretion, stbseribe the rematiiing two-
fifths, for and on account of the Elate, if tiereunto requested by such
tompany. N P .
“The commitfee have endeavoured to form an estitiate of the athount
necessary for the full accomplishment of the foregoing schemes and, alter
wature consideration, they feel very confident that five willions of dol-
lars will be a sufficient a%!nwancv. This sum will not be required in
reater instalments than one million of dollars per annumj pethaps much
Fe.u muy serve. . . . -
“4 Whatever amount way e required;-cannot be raisd otherwise .*L.t this
time thaa by loan. This, the committee is informed, may probably be
obtained at a rate of 4 per centam per annumj but it is believed that the
rav? cany in no event, exceed five, if proper measures arc nu_luple:ll to pro-
yide for the regular payment of ti}e interest,  The cmn‘nunee oes not
Jature will, if it should sohappen that the resources
be insufficient for thiz purpose, by a proper
the deficiency, which the Conventivn should
d to susigin them in to the extent of its weight
In addition to the vast i:unli of weaith
nd property of her citigens, the gn-
ems amounting it to-the sum of
, belonging to the State, and now availa-
bleito pgreat estenty uncertain sems amount to 766,000 dollars; and the

' which the commiltee recommends should be pled d as far
::.i:izi:r::‘*‘lo the payment of the interest, and repaynent of thie princis
pal, of sucheumé as'the State may from time to Lime find it necessary
to borrow for the prosecition of the schemg of lnlrrnnl_lmpmvemem,

“The sum of 81,067,000, at 4 per cent, “::H yield an incou_\e$
$42,080, and ofh er annul items added thereto gives :_.\reruin avnla
income of 51,055 per annam. Part of this sam, it will be seen, consists
of efiects which have been hevetofore set apart for the Literary Fund.
But your committes thinks that the great object for which this fund was

iginally set gpart, will in vo wise suffer by the dprupaml diversion.
fand has been for a namber of years lying unused, and would proba-

bly so remain for & nusmber of years to comie, §0 far as the use for which it
s’ nominally designed 1s comcerned; and, 1 uséd i'mmcd’u_tely‘.'-lti- 18
thought that in no way could it contribute so effectually to a wide and ims
mediate spreart of really useful and substantial knowledge, as by increas:
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ses, with o) the improvements of civitized life

sereafier pulutu’ ant shall
system of tagation, supply
wecommand, and stand mtge_
sad iafluenge in the community.
Sueld by _the Btate in the affects
weted ‘schedule scly forth sun
1,067,000 dellars, actual proper!y

.\' .

e '";T.mﬂ'iﬁdi—' est

day, the 25th iostant-and have continued their sedsion Lo the present be entitled to the sum mentionedin the schedules and
fime. —'That early in_the session, & commitiee was raised, consisting of therefore. put it dawn as what

n, Duncan Cameron, Esqr,

ol Stale andy fiftise >

,.I-—..-.hmﬁmiryglnhrl. he-last clause of that Repoct, the, Couyentios
leave to lay belore the Legislature and people of the country, in a co

wof the Seate. A part

Vit is (o set apart as a
 the ereditors of the State, “’Ilr:::lbl : s o :
 westerni part of the b Shik seen, consists of lands

the Indian title has not as yat been

;liu_gnisiled.“ It is, there_hn‘c, desirable that this title should. be. 'e!l.ix
!_gtultm.l AS soon as practicable; and to that end it ia recomsended by the

| committee, thatin so

[ me proper way the attention of our re i
1in Congress should be called tbthis sabject. It isuat m,:&'?“’“‘“'”
Cuﬂventwg to mterfere with any matter sWhich may have a tendency to a-
waken pelitical differences, or express any opinion upon political ques-
tions; bat yeur committee may be allowed to say that many are of opinien
that the bill commonly ealled the Land Bill, will sooner or later become a
Aaw of the Unfon; anil, should it do so, the State of North Carolina will
i _your committes have,
‘may possibly constitote & part- -
'fects.  Your committee farther recommeml'r as the qgg;,t_mgmul‘md,
rspeedy mode of cnrrying into- eXetition. the views-and-wishes-of the-Cone
Ivention, ﬂ}lat a memorial, signed by the members of that body, be respect-
ifully submitted to the Legistatore, during its present session, praying its
concurrence therein, and itsaid in their accomplishment. R
. R('!Puclful y submitted. _ '
. “ DUNCAN CAMERON, Chairman.®

Sehechde of the efftets proposed to be pledeed 1o creditors of the Stale upon
the contemplated loun.

security to.thuse who ﬁ;’m-. !
inthe | some

fuovach of

pktio.
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peaty.  IF _._Itca'uq-‘(- nhfr:? uaimrw : )
laiu, it can partake lurgely of the refreshing influe lowing 56
We believe that ita :.];':c{tbu will bring to the door, ar'pl'acca' vy
easy intercourse with sufficient markets; and will refund th us u;e '
which we have been paying to other States, iy
produce of some of vur neighboring sisters.
to the enlightened body the i
the vast advantages whichi
system of interdal i

| Novth Cavolina for i
her ruined towas, her depacting sons, all s

+Fhe tormense tax whieh North y5in; thewi
pense in transportation of the fraits of Ilborhlnarlml','_ _
necessaries in return, are sufficient to palsy the arin‘of Mdi
down the spirit of enterprize, . By way of ilustkation, we Will me;
salt wlone,  Of this indispensible Article, it is stated that ‘
Ieedell consumes, on an “annoal oy "5000 bushéln: . The-
ry cust of this article, in the Eastern markets; is 4010 60 cénts
el It naw ecosts, when it veaches the Ieedel! planter; 150 cents per bish-
el makiug Teom 100 to 110 cents per busbel for trausportation. Tt s stip
posed that this, by ruil road, may be reduced 1o 23 cents. . Thus shewi

are addressing, it cannot be necessary to shy
ave ever redounded to al State from 4 r
mprovement, ar. the pecessity wﬁiﬁh"pa‘"ﬁ s ih

 Her wasted fioids, hep deserted frms,

. 1,065,000/
Claim, for military erpenditores during late war,

Y, B R L OIS " o lscones prapad to dnguice. what spmi egsary for thn: 3
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. &=06.000 S ﬂrc-mn_-!ilmhn-wnkftq»ifc_nh ‘Iﬂf‘-“!‘hfig‘t“ﬂ ks '
Swamp- lands witlmat estimate. - by luan, in tums_wot excoeding ane nulll‘.m m!!""f'. .l'h”.‘?".nmm-_ﬁ!'.
Anuual income intérest on above sum of 1,007,000 dollars, at e upon as biing extreini, because the Canvention are toy willing
4 per cent. : 43,680/ tiee any imposition upon themselves, the Legislatupe or the people.
Entites of land 5000 | st tu:.c--si:i;lrlly speak in round numbers, amd the clmu_..uc.i as were}
Taxes on sales at auction, 6r5| ™ner likely to e over than onder the amounts thatt public mind, at
Taverniaz: - o i | Same tune that it was called upon to contemplate the happy. feuits ol lhlr
¥ = peoposed andermkinge mnghief ierste
Tias | teredy and the price to be paidi"FFhat the correctness of the

$51.055|
Afera féll, free and animated discussion upon the question of cocur
rence in the Report, 44 counties voted in the affirmafive to 4 in the nega-
tive; and, upon motion, one membeér froin one of the counties - the mi-
nority was allowed to enter his dissent to the vote of his saidl county.
B3
3 nden-
sed form, its views and wishes upon this all important subject.  The Con-
vention disclaims all idea of dictating to the Legisluture in the discharge
of that high trust which is comimitted to it under our happy and wise Cons*i-
tution; but asks the deasonable privilege of rcspcclfurly ap‘FeaIing to the
sound sense, the warm patriotism and high responsibility of your enlight-
ened body in behalf of a people; of whom, in common with yourselves, they
constitute a part.  The improvements made in other Stales have awaken-
ed in our citizens a sense of theic own necessity, and pointesl to the means
by which they are to be relieved. Throogh us they cry to your honorable
body, foritis you alone who can do it, to put those means within - their
reach, and we confjdently trust theie ery will not be unheard or disregard-
ed. We invoke the ald of the Legislature vot in the ordinary way of pe-
titioning for charters, and praying for sone pitiful contribution from the
colfers of the State to aid us in the accomplishment of some trivial local|
object; but we come boldly forward and tell. you that our plan is too stu. |
pendous’ for individual enterprive, too genecial in its utility to be the pe|
culiar concern of any one section of the State, and pray that its executian |
may be bxeclusively directed by the parental wisdom of the State govern-

|

which presentaitsell is, is this demand reasonable? Is it right and proper |
that the government of a State should undertake the accomplisliment of |
ereat public works?  This certainly sounds much like a gelf-evident pro- |
pusition, and it seems difficult to conceive how a negative answer should
ever be thought of. But, strange as it may seem, doubts have Beehi ex-
pressed upon the question.  The tendency of human nature is to run into
extremes, and in sudden and precipitate flight frem one evrory a man often
finds himsell thoughtivssly rushing into an vpposite, but not less fatal one, |
Uhe extravagance of trans-atlantic governments was found to be a fraitful |
parent of corruption, and, therefore, cheapness was eariy sanctified in'
our political history as a needful attribute of a pure one. But the evil
principle complained of in those governments was not expenditures o the!
inprovement of the country, in patronizing azriculiure and fpsteving the |
artsi but those made in pensioning the minions of power, in sustaining an
indolent and purse-proud aristocracy, in the siarcure salaries of useless of-
ficers, and in crucl and criminal waste in unnecessary warfare, “The,
Commonwealth is a term strictly applicable to all republican Statea, and
15 strongly signifieant of the nature of their governments.  They were not
tlevised c;]lly‘limt their citizens might be sale, but that they m];';hl be hap-
py.  Whatever man singly is incompetent w pectorm for his individual
nappiness, society was formed that it mizht be sccomplished by united ef- ;
fort.  Shall government, then, in practice, discard the only principle up-
on which it was based ? |
Rut that this Convention may not be misunderstood, and supposed to |
assail the doctrine that internal improvement within the States is not the
proper provioce of the general government, they beg leave to suzgest that
this doctrine derives its support wainly from the position, thet internul
improvement within the limits of each particular State, if not its duty, is
at lcast its own exclusive right. But it is contended by someé that, althe’
# State may of right undertake such works, yet it is 'inchwd-icnt-that she
should do so. This the Coavention respectiully thinks depends eutirely
upon the generility of their utefulness, their extent, and their unfitness
for individual enterprize; and they eonceive that the subject under consi-
deration possesses all these attributes. It isassumed Ly sonte, bt denied
by the Convention, that works can be done more (:hrnpl_v by cumpnni:rs
thag by the government, It is not denied that an individual can accom.
plish a work within his ability with more despatchy filelity and econgniy
ihan a namber, becausge the action of one mind is more ‘concentrated thun
that of a namber, and a principal will always be more astute in matlets
affeeting pis own-peculiar interest than any agent: But as to companies, |
they are subject to all the dilferences divisions and distractions of opinr=
on with a zovernment, and in common with it must depend upon the skill
and fidelity of agentsy while, on the ether-hand, it is certain that govera-
ment engaged in-extensive public works can, from its superior wealth,
means of informdtion nnd influence, cum_n]ulrdhlvgrmna of moré r'stahhahel]
fame and hi;hur attainments to manage .II! affairs, than any prwa{e com-
wever extensives and, from its incaleulably superior credit, can
(| resonrees urun‘_l;rﬂer'te(ma. and, from its i!limitab}_g wealth; is
danger of ulfimal 'fgifufe' i the sucesss' ol itn undertakings:  Bat, |
«ft8ull, our application to the Legislature is to do for us what she can.
She FAn commanid the resources of the governments she cannot commandl |
iidividuals to subscribe to stock-companies. - In the present state of the
public mind she will be sustained in the one: she will do nothing for our
relief by Authorising the other. < ;
“The next fuestion. which arises is, whether the planiwe propose is wor.
thy of the patrenage of the Legislature? We do not say that it is the best
“'-I{ich coald possibly have been proposed; but we do pay that it-is one
calcutated for great and general utilitys that the people will receive it as
| commensurate to their great and imperious wants; and will sustain us in
'iu recommendation, and you in its adoption. It has been our wish, in the

™

~vention Thinks it unnecessary fodwy

| may be testedy the basis is furnished upon Which it is wadd,
FS3 milles ol et road br thenorthern-countiessat $8,060 per mite;

o

| f ual 4] [ROLe ; ! _ - the interest,
be entirely without the range of indiviual enterprize, and therctore re-Pient, and the means furnished -from-its~"Fremsury.- Fhe - fivst :lm-ntiun; -
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Admitting the necossity and propriety of the works
expediency of the State government undectsking them éxctusively, it next

150 ‘it acrossthe States, 0 5 L L
363 ditto feom Kast to. West, * -
Ship chamncl from: Newbern (o Beanforty i o Lol

——— :

! S
The rate of cost p_c_t"&t'h;fc",‘furfthéiﬁfji;Tﬁﬁgm 18 SUDHOER:
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in other Srates, although it is believed thatin this State-therate would be)

less than inany other; whileitis further pupposed that by practice; e

rience, aml the improvements fur which the present day 18 sv° rema
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the rate of cost ol raif roads per mile is in a regolar courseof dimingtion, |

These items, however, must at last depend upon the supveys, repocts and |
computations uf experienced Engincers, | The Convention believes
upon the whole, their computations will be found to-be sufliciently liberal
to cover the actual cowt. ‘They can only say, that it is theie wish to bé ¢or-|
rect, and they have taken some pains -that they may-be sos S
You will nextingquive, can the money be bnrmwm‘,. aod upe
Weare informed that in the city of London; albwe, fifty willions are
waiting the demauds of a borrower, to say nothing of the ather I")m'ﬁuni
of Europe and the surplus capital of our own weal thy citivs,  Ax to the ral
of loan, the committeey in their report, have undertukep to say that it
may probably beobtained atfour per cent,, and can, in no event, exceed
five, il proper meastres are udopted toprovide foe the regular payuieit oF)
But can this be done? 1
“Pie Convention ferks certain- that the Legislatare can_anil would
by a proper system of taxation, should any aceident create the exigengy—
amensare inowhich they would not only be fully ststained, but which wonld
be imperivusly called for'y that high'sense of justice Which has evet ehas
racterized us asa people, and forced vawilling plaudits’ from tll'llﬂ:!_’_b,.
witmin war are least adimiied—ua measare Lo sustintn which, should it becomng
necessary, each memberof this Convention doth hereby pledge his sacred
honor,  BButitis hoped nud believed that it will sot be necessary.  The
schedule annexed to-the report of the-committeey shows, it adidition to o
cebtain items and the swamp lands, an aggregateavailable fund of 1,067,00
dollar-, which v ia advised should be set apart as a partial security tota
proposed creditors of the State.  “Fhis, by fdrther reference to. the repart
it will be seen, in connexion with some certdin annual items, will yield
without infringing npon the principsl. sisum wmore than sullicient to efn_-:;
the annual interest upon the first million borrowed. “That million, if judi
cinusly expended, waulil probably; b}"lhc time the second mithon should
b hnrrm\‘ull.'_s'iuhl an incoae which, if not suflicient of itself, '_ﬂllld" with
the surplus of the annusl pradact of theoriginal fund, pay the amount of
cuterest npon such second loan, and so ony folies quoties; us the loan might
be required.  Bat even i a less happy result itk
whodld be necessary to make some small éncrozchment wpon the principal
of the original fund, it would take seVen years and near y oné half to ex-
haust the fund now-on hadd, io the payment of iuterest; by Hotrowing one

from any part of the works; and, in thut tine, if 2 was not most
stupidly expended, would not the ;ir,rmlual increase of theé valae of proper-
I(ulnng the lines affurd a capital {:
debt? “That increase om the route of the New York ecanal, is said to be

per bush. A
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Eunld tuke place, and if|
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million anndally; for fivé years, although no actual income should be drawn

w taxation suflicient to discharge the |-

by drawing to oar o oS
.'Eln anmuiﬂ”' eves that,

Estimated value of Bank stocks _ $500,000 : A o ; IRWING | SR g
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Da. do.  Buncombe Turnpike, 50008 modeeate calealadion, that there e 39 ",‘h" portions of the Stite
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Do. Swannaneah di . o ouo | 18 |(J;u'ry ot the principle, and Ui @il Would be overwhelmed” with

Chierokio band; 46,000 astorishoment in the umupumlnnh It is said that lm."fb'!il_ﬂti's orethe was|
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290,000,000, and on the South Carolina rail road, & sum suflicient to de-| 5

fray the whele cost of it construction, 8o thit the Conveution way cons

fitently predict that the sum proposed may be safely_borrowed at_the pro-|

posed intervals, without the smallest fear of its being onervusly felt by
auy citizen,

Lhe repayment of the loan, the Convention coneeives, may be postpon.

ed to a very distant period; as it seems that money Tenlers, where they are| 8§

satisfied with the investments, make theigterms more favorable in propor
tion to the length of time for which the payment is deferrods

The Coavention woulidl not recommend to the Legisiatuce to-borrowa.
large sum of money to spend in idle apd snprofitable experimentss but it
may not be improper to remark, that even if the works proposed should be

entirely unproductive, the introductiop of five millions of capital, to be |

spent within the State; could not be considered wv ¥ certaindoss-and-would =

not be altagether without advantage, And this brings te our notice another
reason why the proposed loan should be preferved to drawing the money |
from the pockets of the citizens, cither in the way of present taxation or |
sabscripfions to stock compindes.  Thereis in North Caroline-a-searcity
of circulating medium, ang it is, we believe, a subjéctof complaiot before |
your honorable body at its present session, Is it, then, the part of sound
Enlicy to make further exactions from those who are already oppressed, or,

y uvailing itselfof the present otoasion for i usetal and safe appli
by the introduction of a lsrge circulatin
to relieve the evils complained of?

_Nor will the effect be temporary. It is not like chartering a bank; which
issues ita notes, and thereby creates a present abundance, to be followed
by a correspondent famine, when it shall call them in; but the a t un-
der consideration is added to the permanent wealth of the . Itis
fundéd in a perennial stock, iriﬁcrnot ‘only remun “the holder :
regular payment of interest, but also by a vast increase of the value of the |
real property of the State, and furnishing the materials for prodactive labo)

- The stimulating effect which is wrought upon every species.of indusiegy
by the introduction of such great quantities of circulating medium into the s

:

gwediom into the State, entirely |,

o




