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Below we preseut that partion of the Presi-
deuts Meskage relating to  Federal- Affairs.
[lereafter we will give the remainder: g

PRESIDENTS MISSAGE.
Fellow-citizens of the Senate '
3 and House of LRepresentrivves:

Throughoht the year since pur last mecting,
the conatry Wus bern emi nently prasperous l_u:al}
irs nuiterial intérests. The general health has been
Cexccltent, our harvests-have been abundent, gud |
ty suiiles theoughous the Hand, Ouar

and wanufacturcs bave! been prosecu od

M L b | . g R
" with cpergy aud industry, anrllh;tva yiekdeil fhir
! : In short, no nation in the
le]of

Ilil"ll

niered

- and ‘aple returns
tide of time has ever prese utu*l: e spect.c r
cpeater tdteiial | prosperity than ‘we have d(lmc
yutil within a very reeent peripd. | !

WMy s, thea, that di.u-‘:n!--nt now £ -"xtqc'-
<ively -"pr(_-“'_g-”_\‘ and lf‘u' { tion of Hi_l:. -"“Ial.?::a',
which 1s the souree of all these hie'.-.-il!lg-ﬁ,;lyt
threatened with destraction 7 The 3."”.'-5 contn-
el and mt mperate illf"ffj'l""i"’" af the -":“!'“i!
oth ]_,,,‘,],],-: wity the guestjon | df sluvery in the
taral effeets. T different scetidus of the l;-!liull
S HOW arrayed :;;r:iu»l g'.'sf'lu t,‘:thf‘r, and !_llt‘, t_iMit:
fets arrive, s e dreaded l;l}' the Fatber of
thik |’,.m|r'r‘v, wikey hostile gengraphical parties
have been | formed:. 1 have longe  forescen aad
otten forewarned wy connt-ymen of the now un-
;.:.!1:5i=:;__; danzer  This docs not proedxd solely

L spean the elaim con' the part of | Congress orjthe
r_..--,-i[‘.rigl 'lc;-'p-lziit!l"'w !‘J_l I-X'l'lijnl(f .-l:l‘\'it‘}‘_\' i‘#liill
L 'I‘L-r‘l';_f.t}l‘iu:-, naf ﬂ.luu'_li’n- t-”nI‘H ul' l]if‘l"'iJ_!‘!l{
Spates b defuat the fexecution of the fugative-

-_ sheve lw X ov iy of these evils might Hve
Epen 1'llllu_l'lzﬂ‘l ll_\' the Southe lwithene 1_!;;“:(7 o)

(Lt lrd tonl (as others | !n-q‘n., i thc h:r"l’l'*
thint tine aud reflearipn wizhe apphy the remddy
CThe fmmddinte peril arises not o muach from
thise causes. a8 frew the fuct that the fueessant
anid violemt acitation of the slavgry  gaestion
lilt‘ntl_’_’h“lil. tha .\‘n‘rrh for the ].-g-r xllmr'[f'r ol a
goiitury, s ot length produced “its wadiin o
Muence cn the glaves, and _Il::—;nin"ll' thewr with va-

i-l'-"'

gie notiops of (recdou.  Hente a sense of sfou-
Lty no lowzer exists arvound the Cundly " altar.—
This foddins of prace 2t home has givelr place to

apprihension of servile insarrectivn.. Many a

|

| be eemservative.

.i
'i
|

wiatron thivoaghout the Nouth retires at night in

by uip:rt_als? From the very nature of his office
and [s high responsibilities, he must. vecessari .
: The stern duty of adinister
ing the vast and complicated concerns of th
Government affords in irself a gnarantee that 1. -
will dot attetupt any violation of a elcar constity:
tional right | After all, he is no more than tl
ch ef exccutive officer of the Government. H
provitice is mot to makae, but to execut., the laws
and it is a remarkable faet in ‘our history, th: -
notwiithstanding t' e repeated efforts of the am
slavdry party, no single act bas ever passed Con
“ress, unless we may possibly except the Missou
‘ri Cdmpromise, impairing, in the slightest degre.
che gights of the South to their property in slaves
And it may also be observed, judging from pres
ent indicatidns, that no probability exists of th
of such an aet, by a majority of  bot
either in the present or the next Con
Surily, under these ecirenmstances, w

‘ought to be resfrained from presentaction by th

precept of Him who spake as ncver man spoke
that *safficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
The day of ev:l m¥y ncver come, unless we  shall
rashly bring it apon ourselves.

! Itlis .aleged as oneeanse for immediate seces

sicn #hat the Southern States are dented equs™ |

r',il;:l:is with the other States in the common Ter
ritonfes.  But by what audl ority are these denied-
Nat hy (‘qugri:ﬁs. which has never passed, and 7
seligve never wilk pass, any act to exclude slaver:
trongthe Tgriitories; aud certainly not by th
Supheisi: (_f-:hrrr_.' which has solemnly deerled _lh:t.
slaves are propérty, and, like'all other property,
theit owners have a vight to'také them into the
commmon Territorics, und bald them there under
the proteetivn of the Constitution.

Ré far, then, as Congress is concerned, the ob-
jnc:i;m ig not 1o anything they have atready done,
but fo what th vy may do here ier. It will surely
be ;@i!illitlza-l that - this _appeelicnsion of futare

| danger is uo wood véason  for d-immediate dis-

rulu'tiuli of  the Unpons 1t igdgne that the ter-
ritotial legislature of !\’:Nt"‘:lr‘ﬁ the 234 of Feb.
:'u:m}', 1860, pussied in great- haste an ack, over
the geto of the yarernor, déclaring T_h:lt :-'-1:1'.'1'1‘_\'
o jngand shall 12 forever prohibited i this Ters
ritogy:™  Much o acr, however; painly violating

the rightsof property sceared by the Constitugion, |

wiltlsuyzly' be declived voild by the jndiciazy
whagiever it shall be presented io o legad form.
Uy three days after my inguguration the Su-
pregig-Court of the United States soleminly  ad-
jud g d thas this power did not exist in a terreity-
I'iil_l;};"_’.;.-l iare. Yot =such has been the " factions
tdmpee of the times that the correctness of this,
decisinn has been extensively impugned before
the people, and the questton has -given rise to
angly politica! eonflicts’ throughout the country
Tha¢ who have appealed from his judgment of

dread of what | may befadl Nwrself and ker: ehil- | ourfhichest constituti- nal tribunal w popular as-
dren before the worning.  #ionld this appre- | sendhfies would, if they could, invest a territorii

Lension of domestie danger, whother real or im-
:1_-_':.|r1_t‘.\,‘. extend and  int Ilr-'-_.‘».' itself unnl it shall
lgl'l'\‘:illf' Li.--_lu:l--.-l-,s uf the .“:uulhul'_ll lll'(?]l}l‘,allll_-'ll
diswerion w il beene nevitible..  Selt PeseEvi-
tion is thd first law of watde, and has been tm-
].I;Ju!'::"_l i the heart ol muh by his Creator for
the Mivest purposd 5 and no politieal wnioy, lHow-

| Framefit withe blbssings and  benefits in all
ot s '<_L-. can g Soritingie, il the neces-
he to render  the honfes and

te=\Ver

UYL LOHBAE AT

legklature with Pm\'u;' to annul the sacred righ:s
of groperty.  This power Congress is expressly
furlidden-by the Federal Constitution to exereise

Byéry State lesislatare in the Uniou is forbidden
by ft= ownjconstitution to excreise it. It cannot
e dxvreised-in any State except by the people
in fheir highest sovercign capaeity when traming
‘0O ',;||:*t:u.iiti;.: f[u-}r Stare m;ll.-!iiuli-:ll. 1]1' ]ik""
mapimer, it can ouly be exerei ed by the people of
a Tervitory represonted in a convention of  dele-

the ! Girksjdes of werly balfghe—pastios to it ha- | waths for the purpose of framing a1 constitution

" .-Hﬂi,:l“\i :;Lui IluI-e'h'.—-l_!_,' 1:1_41'4‘1['£4'. Sonner

dor the Tdmds of =ueh a Unjon

or li-

must be severed.

|~|.h1::'r:111-|‘}' to admission as a State into the Union.
Thyn, and navuntl then, are they invested with

't 1830y pauvietion thal ting tatul prrii.rl lu= nat | power to decrde the -_i'1||-~fi~ni\'.'h-'i‘lir‘:'ni;l\i'('r)' <hall

i'.J}l’{'i th i;m! = that “‘.'
the Untou

yot artived ;3 aond vy
wonld prisecve the Constitétion aud
thvanghont all generations

. But letus take wa‘nins in
the gorsd of dineer. It

thine, awl remove

cqunut be demed that.

for five afrd twenry vears, the acitation ab the | orty in 8

North against slavery i the  Sonth has bedn in-

3 - | S *
Gessant. 1 In VSSH ll'l‘lrll'l:k.i biand bills, and in-

i
|

\

fimgitar g appeals, were cfreulated extensively | tage.

or gha 1 not ex'st within their Timit . Tlus is o
i H:‘lrl:i',\'_\,-llul not o saborlince
terpitor al legistition. Were it otherwise,. thea

I

1]
el sovercign

ideed would, the cipality of the States in the |

Tuegritories be dest.oyed, ind the rights of prop-
avis would depegd; not upon the  gu-
anfeés of the “onstitnrion, bat upon the shitting
Cjortties of an 11'1‘1_-R|a:‘|1,~zﬁn1a~ territorial - legishi-

Such a deetrwe, from its intrinsic’ un-

thrdnoehont the Nouth, of d ccharaeter to excite (=sofndness, canuot long influcncee any eonsiderable

“the prssiguk of the slaves; and, iu the langoage |

theam boin-

:-Ii[‘i‘t\'(l:H}. il!nl l-.t l'l?ti‘l‘: ;l” ll"n'. I‘lul{‘l'.ll['_h'- uf q Ser-
"

’ui-";l‘lllﬂt';lz -l.’ﬁ"r;‘uls_ - ta stimulate

vile warl

R of Btute and

whalitionl sermons and Jedtures,

The

i f'l:lllt_‘_‘ll'br. ’.Ili" Liecn Qe iv_'-f N Vio eng Sprit ches
o this [neves-cticine gubjjeet s
I»,\Hll‘l!!llt‘t atd st er fonms, | eudorsed I'\' distin-

gutshed mames, vave bee

n fsent forth fegm this | th
. coiiral [*-1'11?. annd Nprea Lheotideastover the Unton. '

|
!
i
|

pottion of our peovle, much less can it afiord a
copl reason for a dissoluion of the Union, |
e most In;di;:ihlr} violations of eonstittional

s

Tlis avitidton Thas ever stice  been iln;t_s.‘ whizh have yet been com uitted  consist in
cyutiuuctl by the pubiic press, by the proceed- | _
county leonventions, and by | i!.é‘. execition of the furitive-slave . law,
thne l-f..

themacts of different State Exislatures to o deteat

It
oweht to he remembered, however, that for these

aeds, neitber Congress wor any President can

wnd appeals in | _iltflf_\-’ be held responsible; . daving been pass-d

1.

i1|i\'il-..l_t:-§:1 ':f' L]! 2 [“Is'-h':‘,ll {1011.“:11!15.1'3”. Hl'..'}' ure
f:‘:vfln'v vull“and void,  All the courts, both

Mthte and, national, before whom the question

thow easy would 1t be tr the A meriean peo- | hak arisen, have trom the beginning deckred
] . 1 !

) !al-' L {¥] _m_ll]v Iiv--r-'-'.n‘*'t'.\' |’£11'§!in:1 firever, :m.'! to

thi fugitive-slave law to be constitutional.  The

cesthie peace aud harwouy to this distiicted | sidgle exception is that of a State court in-Wis-

L& !IIIIH"}'.’

. Thiy, and theggal mp, éan dait. Al that is |

T neeessaty to aceomplish thie objeced” P

to e letalogt, and I-r‘!'!nfttn d te
dogestie institu ipns ill_ thdir amn

bk bejore Gad ;:jlul the ’.'.'-:.LT ::11-:' the hl.'\'z'l‘_\'

t'ii\i:!:l_:_f among the

.

s d all for
cwhith the <lave Sates hove evar eontended, 1s |
¥

| edisin 3 and this has not only been reversed by
thir proper appellate tribunal. but hus miet with
s-.::béh universal reprohation that there can be no
ditncar !.l_"hlll it as a I#’I'-‘t-:'-sh'lil. The \'nlitlil_\' of

manage | their :}la'.-; iw hias been established overand over again
‘A5 sov- ¢ by the Supreme Court of the U
ereirn States, they, and they dhae, are v spon- ! et lln:miufiiy.

_ nited States with
%I is foundedl vpon an ex-
patss provision of the Constitution, requir g

ate{té another sball be ** delivered up ”

thore rf}:h{ to intertere. thas wode simdlae insti=) ¢ !\ their masters. -“ ithout this provision .tis 2

tatious fn coussig or o Briecl! poa theilr ool

will- known historical. fucy that the CGonstitution

sense gud  patriotie - forbedranee Booednfess 1 still | itsell could nevbr have bden adopted by the Con-

goodady frcly.  Without theee i, 3t isbeyand the

» 1 E v, - | ]
pawer af any Pristdent, vo matter what may lbe

and haguony amiany the Sates,

athd restrained us is his veiwver, nodortour (‘on-

“sttutiof und laws, he aloge ean necomplish bat

* N . -
ittle, tor L Lor For eviljonsash
'1',1!'\.!-45“

.\h‘}_{llll..-' Ll':!l_"' me to |]‘f~;-'_?{',' ”ln[

the elee-

tin ptlaiy oue of dur Bdlgw-clrizens to the office

of ]'T-"-:rl St s 1ot of ;!g. 1.1 ;lji'“rdj't\[ canse t.l)[' (-k”t'\'. l!‘-' ﬂ\'ii!. ‘h'.‘" il:l'flf |Uilllit;“‘-tlf|i iu [ii!‘l’(':.:':i]d

.'_i'f.\."-‘li'-‘ill‘; :E.'U | ‘“l"l:.

\'fu:iun CIn oone form or other under the acis of
1

L3

the days of Washinzton antil the
;"f*n:-‘ﬂtlt moment. . Here, then, a elear case is
1|§‘L-wntu--L i which it will be the duty of the

fl

[

For thisZphe peaple of thnt furitive slaves who eseape from serviee in”|
“the Noevtn are uoet wmvre res ponsthl®, anol hpve no | oge St

{
*
!
and 1859, both being sabstantially - the |
hix viey  political prociivitioes, to restore| peace | sgme, thelfugitive sluve law bas beed the law of

“I--ll) Hmited | '.'ﬁ__-_' i:lll'l ﬁ'!‘nu.l

|

@ weteatons . next President, as it has boen iy own, toact with

¢ Viroria exeeating thissupreme law against the |

chnflicting ennctments of State Tewislatures. —
¥ ] » N F v = =
Sheuld b fil in the perotinance of this high

This is wmore especiaily of the Corstitution and laws, to the great injury | is not gceessary to enumerate the other bLigh pow-

. tion

L this Union, cannot be acknowledzed.

-

yStates, after having first used all peaceful ard

constitutional means to obtain redress, would be
justificd in reyolutionary resistance to the Gov-
ernment of the Union. _ g

[ have purposely enfined my remarks to rev-
olutionary resistance, because it has been claim-
‘ed within the last few years- that any State,

And - “no State ahﬁll, without the consent of

— — —— —

gress alone has power to decide whethér the pre- |

| Congress, lay any duty of tonage ; keep truops, | sept laws can or canuot he amended so as to ear- |

whenever this shall’ be its sovereign will and |

pleasure, may secede fromu the Union, in aceor-
danee with the Constitution. and without any
violation of the constitutional righ s of the other
members of the Confederacy. 'fbat ‘as cach be-
came parties w the Union by the vote of its own

oc ships of war, in time of peace ; eunter into any |
agrecement or compaet with another State or with |
a foreign power ; or engage in war, unless actu-
ally invaded, or in snch immineut danger as will

In order still further to secure the nvinterrup- |
ted cxercise of these hich powers against State
iuterposition, it i8 provided ““that this Constitu- |
tion and the laws of the United States which shall |
be made in pursuanee thereof; and all treaties
made, or which shall be’made, under the author-

people assembled in ‘Convention, so any onse of' | ity of the United States, shall be the supreme |

them way retire from the Union in a similar
manner by the vote of such a convention.

In order to justity secession as a constitutional
remedy it must be on the principle that the Fed-
cral. Government is a mere voluntary association
of States, to be dissolved at pleasure by any one
of the contracting parties. If this be =0, the
Confeaeracy is-a rope of sand, to be penetrated
and dissulved by the first adverse wave of public
opinion in any of the States. . In this manner
our thirty-thrce States may reeslve themselves
into asmany petty, jursi
cach one retiring from the Unfon, without res-
ponsibility, whenever any sudden excitement
might iwprl thew to such a eourse. By this
process a Union might be entircly broken into
fragments iu a few woeks, which cost eur fore-
fathers many years of toil, privation, and blood
to cstablish. i

Such a prineiple is who'ly ineonsistent with the
history as well as the charaeter of the Federal Cou-
stitation, After it was framed, with the greatest
dedberation und care, it was submitted to conven-
tiuns of the people ot the Several States for ratifi
ention.  Lts provisions were discussed _at length
in these budies eomposed of the first men of the
country., Lts opponents ¢ mtcunded that it con-
ferred powers upon the Federal Government dan-
cerons to the rights of the States, whilst its ad-
grogutes maintaives that under a fuir coustruetion
af the instrument there wasuo foundation forsuch
capprehensions - In that mightystruggle between
the first intelleets of this or any vther country, it
mever acenvred fo any individuaal, either among
opyenents or advocates, to assert, or.even ‘o in-
tifits, that their efforts were all vain labor,
beeause the mowent that any State fels Lier-

*self aggrieved she might secede from the Union.

What o crushing argument would this have prov-
g__‘d ;|\;_:':|i,|-|,~5L those w ho _dl'(_:.‘lllwi _l.hut the l'ighltﬁ of
the States would be eudangered by the Constia-
_ The teut b is, that 1t was not until many
vears after the origin of the Foderal Governiment
that such a propusition was first advaneed. It
was then met and refuted by the conclusive argu-
wrents of General Jackson, who in his message of
16th Janunary, 1833, transmitting the nullifying
drdinance ot South Carolina to Congress, employs
the following language: * The right of the peo-
ple of a single State to absolve thewselves at will
and without the congent of the other States. Foom
their most solemn oblizations, aud -hizard the
liberty and happiness of the millions composing
Such au-
thoriry is believed to be utterly repugnaut. both
to the principl-s upon which tlje General Govern-
went is eonstituted-and to the objeets which it
Wils v\p,rrs:il}' tormed to attain.””

It is not pretended that any elause in the Con-
stitution _-_ri\v,-a countenance to HH'II i 'l]:l'ul‘.\",—-—
lt'is “][i':_‘fi ther founded il]l-an‘irlf enee, not tron
Ay Iu.’l;_[_u.'t'_ﬂ_' vmli.xi:m:] in the iustriaent  irself,

| }m.: ['“.u‘: i.si‘ suvarcig yh;n‘;u-tul‘ of the severl
Hiates by which itowas ratified.  But isir Beyond
the pnm"t_'r of a State, like an individaal, to yiceld
i partion of its sovereion rights to secure the re-
wainde~? In the lanzuize of Me Madison, who
Las been edlsl chetat'tor of  the Constitution :
“1t was formed by the States—that is, by the
people in cach of the Ntates, neting in their high-
gst sovercign capacity 5 and frrmed consequoently

by the same authovity which formed the State

cansti utions. ’
o Nov s the Government of the TTnited States
created by the Coustitution, less -a Governwent
in the styiet sense of the term. within the S['ahcrc
of its powers. thau the governments' ereated by
the censtitutions of the States are, within thetr
several spliered. It as, like them organized int)
leeislative, excentive, and judiciary departments.
[tgperates, like them, directly ou  persons ':nul_
thivgs; and, like them, it has at command a phy-
sicaltoree forex cuting the poweérs committed to it.
[+, was intended to_be perpetual, and: not to be
Lannudled at the pleasure of” any one of the coon-
traetjng partics.  Thne'old articles ot confedera-
tion were entitled

and Perpetual Union between the States™!

ile republies,

I andy

|
l

|

|

by the 12th article it is. expressly deglured’ that :

«Wihe articles of this Confederition shall be in-

violably obscrved by l-'v:'.lz)' E‘.".l'ule., and the Union |

shall Le perpetual.”  The preawble to the Coun-
stitition of the United States, having express re-
ference to the articies of Confederation, recites.
that it was ostablished * in order to form a more
perfeet union.” And-yet it is contended that
this *¢ more perfect union ” does not include the
essentil attribate of perpetuity. :
But that the Urion was designed to be perpet

ual appears conclusive'y from thé nature and ex-
tent o1 the powers conterred by the Constitution
on the Federal Government.  These powers em-
brace the very highest attributes of national sov-
ereignty.  They place both the sword and the
purse underits control. | Congress has power to

| wer fairly
“ Articles of “Confederation-!

law of the land ;; and the judges in every State
shall be bound thercby, anything in the Consti-
tation or laws of any State to the contrary not-'
withstanding.™

The solemn sanction of religion has been super-
added to the obligations of official ducy, and all
senators aud representatives of the United States, |

ry out morve effectunally the objeets ! of the Con- |

" sktution. !
n . \ - |
. The sume in-uperable obstacles do not lie in |

aded 4 . the way o vxecuting the laws for the collection
not admit of delay.”” 1

of the customs. The revenue still lcontinnes to |
be eollected, as heretofore, at the custoin house
in Charleston ; and should the eollector unfortu |
nately resizn, a suecessor way be appointed to
perforiu this duty.
Then iu regard to the propert; of the United
- States ip South Caroliva.  This has been pur-
chased for a fair equivaleut, by th: consent of
the legiglature or the State,” “Aor the erection

of forts, maguzines, arsena®,” &ec.. and over . Uongress can contribute wuch to avert it by pro-

these the authority “td exersise exclusive legis-
lation” has been espressly granted by the Con-
.st-itution to Congress. Itis not believed tn.t
any attcupt will be made te expel the United
States from this property by foree; but if iu this

all members of State legislatures, and.all execu- | I should prove to be mistaken, the officer in com-

tive a' d judicial officers, ‘“both of the United
States and of the several States, shull be bound |
by oath or affirmation to supportthis Copstitution.”
_ In ardeg 39 carry into effect these powers, the
Constitution] has established a perfees Govern-
ment in ali iss forms, Legislative, Bxccutive, and
Judicial ; gud this Governweut w the extent of
its powers, acts direetly upem the individual citi

zens of every State, aud éxceutes 1ts own deérecs
by the agency of s own officers.” In this respeet
it differs eatirely frém the Govermuent under the
old Confederation, which was corfined to wmaking
requisitions on the States in their suvereign char- |
acter. This leftit in the discretion of vach wheth-
cr to obey or to refuse, and they often declined
to comply with such requisitions . It thus be-
came necessary, for the purpose of removing this
barrier, and *in order t furm a wore perfe-t
Union,” to establish a Govermuent which could
act directly uponithe people, and execute its own
laws without the intérmediate ageney of the States,
This has been aceomplisiied by the Coustitution
of the United States.

In short, the Giovernment created by the Cim-
stitution, aund’ deriving its authority from ihe
sovereign people of each of the :-Ft‘.\t‘l':ll Srates,
lius preeiscly the same right to exdreise its pow-
er over the people of all these States. “in the
enuerated cases, that each one of them posses-
Kus uver Slll:jCUhi not delegated tr the United
Stafes, but “reserved to the Stuites, respeetively,
or to the l_}&:ﬂplu.” [

To the extent of the delegated powers the
Constiturien of the Uxited States is as mueh a
part of the constitution of”cach State, and i as|
binding upon "its penplv, as though it had been
textually mserted therein. .

This Governwent. thercfore, is a’great and )
powerful Government, invested with all the at-
tributes of soyereignty over the special subjeets.
o which its anthorty cxtends.
never intended to wnplanut i 1ts bosom the seeds |

&

Moy frawers: |

mand of the forts has received orders to act
strictly on the defensive. In such /a “ontingen-
cy, the responsibility for consequences would

rig' tfully rest upos t__bi' iiads of the assailants.
~Apart fionr the” ; Maws, sofar

as this may be practicabl:, the Kxccutive has no
authority to decide what shall be the relations
between the federal government avd Sonth Curo-
lina. He has been 1nwvisted  with no such dis-
e‘etion: He pis-esscs no power to change the re-
lations heretofore existing between them, moch
less to acknowledgze the indepenuence of that
State.  Thiswould be to invest a mere Execu-
tive officer with the ' power of ‘vecoguising the-
dissoluation of the Confederacy among our thirty-
three sovereign States. . It bears 0o reemblance
to the recoanition of a foreign ¢ fic’s govern-
ment, involving wo:such responsibility.  Any
attempt o do this would, on his part, be a na-
ked act of usarpation. It is, therefore. my duty
to subwmit to Conzress the whole tlu;_-.-;:inu in all
ity bearings. The course of events is so rapidly
hastening forward, that the emergegey may
soon arise. when you may be called upon to de-
cide the momen‘ous question whether you pos-
ses« the power, by force of arms. to compel a
State to remain 1a the Union. 1 shonld fecl my-
self recreant.to my dury were I not to express an
opinion on this important suljeet. '

The question fairy stated is: Has the Con-
stitution delegated to Congressthe power to co
erce a State into submission . whie) is attempting
to withdraw or bis acutually withdiawn from the
Confideracy 2 If andwered in the affirmative,

it wiust -be on the principle that the power has
. been eonferred upon Congress to declare and to
~make war aginst a State.  After much serions
reflection 1 have arrived at the conglusion that
uo ~uch puwer bas been -delegated to Congress
or 1o any other depart nent of the Federal Gov-
erhmgent. - It 18 manifest. mpon an inspection
of the Constitution, that this is not among the

of its own destruction, ner were they at its ere-
ation guilty of the absurdity of providing fur its ]
own dissolution.: It was not intended by its |
framergs to be the bascless fubvic ef “a wvision |
which, at the toueh of the enchanter, wosd van-
ish into thintair, but a substanrial and michty
fabrig, capable of resisting the slow decay of |
time and-ot Jefying t! of Lu- |
deedl, well may the jealous patiots of that dav :’
have intduleéd fears that a covernment of such !
ili“‘:l; powers iche violate thel réserved rights ot I
the Swates, and wisely - did they adope the vule |

1 2 OFIS

dres,

of 2 mtrict l_j::ll:_-il'llulilln of these powars Lo pid-
vini the danger ! But they did not fear, uvor
hael they any. resson to imewine, that the Con-

ble any State, by her own'act, and without tiie
consent of her sister Btates, w diseliarge her peo-
ple from all or any of’ their Federal obli=ations.
It may be asked then, are the people of the |
States without redress azainst the tyranny and |
oppression of the Federal Government? By no
weans.  The ri;_’hl of resistunee on the part ol
the governed against the opprossion of their gov-
ernments cannot be denied. Tt exists independ-
entlv of all constitytion®, and has been exercised |
at -.1_“ perioas of the world’s history. Under it |
old ‘woverpments bave been destroyed, and new !
ones have taken their place. Lt is cimbodied in
strong and express language in oorown Declara
tion of [ndependence. ~ But the distim®tion wast
ever | be observed thet. this is revolution against
an established Government, and not a volanta:y |
seeession from it by viriue of an inherent consti-
tutional right.  Iu short let” us Jovk the dan-
in  the face: Secessivn is neither |
It may or itway |

f
]

wore nor less than revolution.
not be a justifiable revolution, but still it i3 a
revolntion. ‘ '

Nhat.'in the meantime, is the responsibility
and  truo l‘:c-'.uitiun of the Executive?
bougnd by solemu oath befdre God and the coun |
try ““to take earc that the laws be fuithfully ex- |
ecuted;” and. from this obhgation he caunot be !
absolved by ang human power.  But whet if the |
performance of this daty, in wlu_.alc or in part, |
has been refidered injpracticable, by ‘events over
which he esuld have esercised nocontrol 7 Such

“at _the present moment, is the case throughout

mase war, and to make peaceg to raise und sup- |

port armies and navies, and to conclude treaties
with forcign goyernments, It is invested with

the power to coin woney,. ard "to rvglﬁ:tf&: the |
value thereof, and toregulate conmmerce with for- -

It

eign nations, aud amonyg the several States.

. y 4 1 - = » - . . . o » -
frad I}llll,“ it bon I“"; I“rl-“ L"Tl‘l‘“._"i }.:’ a were {* 'hl' ‘Il‘Uilll! lli ul'u‘ll‘l}"l_lnl‘ ll;l[t llr ill(' Slates uf ers “-l'li'!l Il-’l\'c l]Ul'” L‘Ullh.‘-l‘[‘i.‘-'l Ullﬂl‘! Ille l-‘cd;_-rul

- Pluradity, and not o wajotity, of the people -and the Union.

hias regulted from transienf wnd tomporary|ewises,

that he-will thus violate his duaty ?

But @ve we 1o presume in wdvance
This would

Governieut.
powers uto effect, Congress possesses the exclu-

which sray probalily nd verawain oceur. Ingrdorto | e at wat with every princple of justice and of | give right to lay ant colleer duties on imports,

..!il'illf‘.\' a.resort to revolufiousry sisl:llin':', the | Uhristian Ch‘?‘l"if_)" - Lt us wait fo
Foaergl Governtuent musy be gailty of @ delib- 5‘;"5-

erate, palpable
Pers notl grinted by the ('c'nhti.l:n;ug

- anud dangdrons exereise ' of pow-
The late

i""'-“"l!"““?ﬂ tt‘v';iun,_ however.  has been kold, in
strict eonformity With ' its express  pravisious.

How. then, can the result justily a revolution to | #rust that the State Jegistatures will repe
d_""“tr"ﬁ' this very Coustitution :_' l{a nson, jn-.:- ] ihcfl!lalfl’!liull'tl antd
tiee, @ regard for the Canstitution, all require } uless this shall® be'done | without unvecessary
thiat we shail wait for sone overt ang dapgerous | felay, it is inpossible for any human power to |

the

' *ml inconvelrcuee to the vovernment.

act on the part of the President elect before re- : f‘“"“ the Unton. - 3 :

b . » i
sorting to such 2 regedy:

. ]t'_ih said, however that the antéeedents of the
President elect have bien sufficicat to jagtity the
fears or the South that he will uttempt tor invade

their eonstitutional ri-.:eh,lﬁ_

. Hcient t.l'j“htit:v tlie
nobidst

thei : . Bl'lt are such appre-
ltfﬂ?iull]:- i contineent li:lﬂg.-r in the futare Hll:-— | :IIIH:"‘I bk une Eulrtin“_tlf th?lll in HY PTQ"ESiUIi 18- Efﬂd

jt | immcdiate uer:lcllm: uf the lfurmiul o the domestic security and happiness of | ecuting its inspection laws ;" and, if they ex
Systom ofi government ever devised - jthe romainder.  In ' that event, the injured

|

] overt |
The fugitive-slave law has been carried iu- |
th exeeulion in every cuutc:-‘l’ud case since the
dommencement of the pres nt adwiuistration ;
thoug « often it is to. be cegretted, with great loss
- Let us -
their

obnpxious cn:aetm%t-.-——"

| declared taat “u . State shall enter into any trea-

The Southern States, stal.nil'in'g on the hasis of

andd in commorn with the States 10 lay and collect
all other raxes.

‘But the Coustitution has not orly eouferred
th: se high powers uwpon Congress, butic has aaopt-
ed offectual weans to restrain the States frow 1u-
terfering with their exercise.
it has, iu strong prohibitocy lavguage, expressly

ty, aliavce, or. confederation; graunt letters of

eredit ; make anything but gold and silver coin a
tender in paywent of debts; pass anybill of at-

- $h Constitution, bave o right to demand this act | tinder, ez post fucto law, or law iwmparing the

3ffjustice from th States of the North.

3
3 1

i T

. Shonid |
_ {t be refhsed, then the Constitwtion, to which «ll
the States are parties, will have been wilfully vi-

U]_lli;.__ff“.llinu of l_"l'-itl'h('t?i." Moreover, “wits-
out the cousent of Cougressy no State shall lay
any iwmposts or. duties ou any imports or exports,
except what way be absolutely necessary for ex-

this amount, the excess shall belong to the U. 8.

|

In order 1o carry the enumerated

.the State ui"?_‘:uulbvt‘-urnlirm. s0 far as the l:;w,»rt-uf |
the United States to secure the adwinistration of
justice by .means of the Federal (Judiciary are
concernvd. . All the Federal oiicers withinits
limits, through whose ageney alone these laws
‘can he carried intp. execution, - have already re-
signed.  We no lorger have asdistriet judge, z
district attoruey, or mwarshal, in South Carolina.
In fact, the whole machinéry of the Federal Gov
ernment, necessary for the distribution of reme-
dial, justice amorg the people, has heen demol: |
ished ; and it would be difficult, it not impos. |
sible,’ to replaceit. .

The only acts of Congress on the statwe-hook.

bearing upon this suhject, are those of the 2Sth
February, 1765, and 3d March, 1807. These
authorize the President,  after he shall have as-
certained that the mgrshal with his posie comitn-

| tus is unable to ex:zeate eivil or eriminal process

For that purpose |

na~que and rep isal ; coin money ; emit bills of |

in_any p’articular-_ case, to eall forth:the militi®

and employ the armyand pavy toaid hiw in
- - -v‘ - = - ‘

* performing thisserviee, huvinie first by proeis-

mation eomgnanded the "insargents ““to disperse

and retireé peaceably to their respeetive abodes, '

with n a limited time.” This duty _caunot by p s-

sibility be performed: in a Stat: where no judi-
cial anthority exists to issuz process, ad where |
 there is no marghal to execute it, and wiere, |
| even if there were such an officer, the entire |

- pup'ulu.tidn wonid constitute one solid eombina-
tion to resist hiin, : -
The bare ennuieratin of
coves how inadequate they are without 'furt:]mr
\'lev;._;:islatin n to, overcome a um‘tod opposition n a
l single State, not. to s?eukl')l .usher Smws :mo
may place th:mselves in a similar atsitude. Con-

¥ 9

|
I
|
|
stitution woild ever be so mterpraied as o ena- jf
i
|
|
|
{

He ‘is

hose pz‘nvi.-aims-i ;

specific and enumerated powers granted to Con-
gress and it is equally apparent that 1:3 exereise
i not *“neeessary and proper for carrying into
execation " any one of these powers. So far

| fromn this power having becn  delegated to Con-

i pex, it was exsresslyrefused by the eonvention
which traned the Cotstirution.

fe ::]}!s:':;r‘s, from the proceedings of that body,
that on the 315t May, 1787, the cluuse ** an-
ff"mr.l'_-“.r, i ecerfion q/'f}u' _)‘;-rr'e u_f the whole

tion had been exhausted.

aguinst a Jelipguent State” came up for consid-
ceation.. Mr Madison opposed it iu a lu]in-f Lut
powerful speeeh, from which T shall extiact bt
e obs rved: & The ase of
[urce arainst a ~tate would look more ke a dec
Lation of war than  au wflitton of punishaseut
;||n]| wonld ]arnimill_)' be (-ulwldé'_t‘ull }.}' the pan't}'
attacked s a dissolution of all previous compacts
by which it might be bound.” — Upon-bis wotion
the clause w s unsuimously postooned, and was
never I believe again preseuted. | Soon
wards, on the S8th Jane, 1787
adverting 'o the subject, he s(id :
erntiient ior the United

a sinele sentenee,

prove as visionray aud fallacous as the Zovern-
wont of Congress, "7 evidently meantng the then
existing Congress of the old Contederacy,
Withouni descenainz to part.culars, itmay be
safily “aszerted, that the power to make war
agaist a State is ab variauee with the whole

:~pil"lt and intent of thd Coustitutim. - Suppose |

such a war should re-ult 1 the t:uflqmrl. of a
State, how areweto govern it afierwards? Shall
we hold it as o i
Im-:ii;_' HowWer In the uature of I.I1iii;_fh we L:ml.!\'l
not, by ].-|I_\"il'ill force, contral the will of the
people, and  compel - them to vlet sepators and

repiescnta ives to Congress, und to perform all |
the other duties depending npon their own  voli-. |
tion, and reguired rom the free _citizens of a-|

free State us a constitueént member of . the Con-
fut]t:l':ic)‘. ' 3
But, if we possesse

wise to‘exercise it under exi®hg circumstances !

Tire objeet would doub.less be to preserve the |

Union. War would net ouly present the most
cffcetual means of destroying it; but would: ban-
ish all hope of its peaceable reconstruetion. Be-

sides, in the fraternal confliet a vast amount of |

blood, and treasure would be expended, rendering

future reconciliatipn between “he Stutes  mpossi- |

ble. In the wean tinge% whocan  foreteil what

would be the suffirings aud “privations of the

pe ple during its existenee L

‘T'he fact is, that vur Uuioa rests npon  public

onminton, and ¢an never be {'l'lllt'lll{t'ii by thet blood

of its citizens shed dn eivil war,  1fit canundt hve

in the affectious of the pe ple, it wust ouve day

perish. 1t 'ongress pogscsses many means of pre-
serv ne it by e meiliation’; but the” sword was-
not pi;.u:m_! in their band to prgserve iLIh_-,r i'm‘u-u‘
! But may 1 be pcrmitted sclemnly toinvoke my"
o countryisen o, pause and deliberate - before tlh-}'.

determine to destroy this, the greatest temple |

whiel has ever been dedicated to buman freed
| sinee the world began ? 1t b been cousecrated
I ;::l:\t, wod 1}3' the hl.l]!t'.‘- ufthe _f'uturcf "J‘he Unioun
has already fuade us the wost prosperous and ¢re
longz, will, if preserved, reuder us The most pow-
erful vation ou - the fac: of the wnrth.  Ih “every,
foreigu region of the globe the title of x_\mcrif:\m-
citizen is held in the highest respeet, and when
pronoanced ina forigen - lanii it canse the hearts
| Surely when we . esch the brinkiof the ya\vnnzag'_'
| abyss, we shall recoil with horror frowm the last

tatal plunge.

world would ho destroyed, and a long night of |

| leaden despotism would enshroud the pation.—

! Our example for more than_cighty years would
not only be lost ; but it would be quoted’as con-

|
1
[

after- |
. when i:ll‘inln.*,lul‘:tll)',"
i .\llj{ “u\- !
States, forined on the!
supposed practicability of using foree a alust thg
11]_11-ul|.-1i1l;t:ul:u'i in!':-L‘l‘UllEIl_-__f.\ ol liw.“-l:nlt-:q_ wuull_ |

proviuee, and govern it by des |

d thia&?wer, would it be |

by the blood of var tathers, biy tha glories of the |

of our conntrymen b swell wich honest pride. —

B7 such adread catastrophe - the |
hopes of thc fricnds of freedom througzhoat the -

ciusive proof that man is unfit for self
ment.

It is not every wrong—nay, it is not every
grie nous wrong — which can justify a resort to
such a fearful alternative: This ought to be the
Last desperate remedy of a despairing people, af-
ter every cther coustitutioval means of concilin-
We should reflect that
umier this freesGovernment there is an inces<ant.
ebb and flow in public opinion, The sluvery ques~
tion, like everything buman, will have its duy.
L firmly believe that it has already rcached and
passpd the eulminating point.
widst of the existing excitejucnt, the T nion shall
perish, the evil may then become irrepariblé.—

govern-

posing and recommending to the legislatures of
the several States the remedy for existifig evils,
which the Constitution has itself provided for its
owh' preservation. This has been tried at differ-
ent eritical periods of our -history, and always
with eminent success. It is to be found in tgo

Hth article providing for its own amendment.—

Under this article amendments have been pros
posed by two-thirds of both houses of Congress,
and have been, “ratified by the Jlngislatures of
three-fourths of the severil nit have con-
scaently become parts of the Constitution ~ To
this process the couniry is indebted fer the clause
prohibitivg Congress from passing any law res-
peeting. an establishmbaot of religiob. or abri. ging
the freedom of speech or of the press, or of the
right of petition. - ! o i val

To this we are, also, indebted for the Bill of
Rights, which sceures the people acninst any
abuse of power by the it‘mlvrul Gioverniment, = -
Such were  the apprehieusions justly entertained
by the friends of State righis at that period as to
have rendered it cxtrmj,m_l_}: doubtfal whethe
the Counstitution eould have long survived with-
out these amendments, | _ '

Auain, the Canstitution, was , amended by the
samne process after the elebtion of President Jef-
ferson by the House of Jepresentatives, in Fe- -
Lrn.n‘x,T]HUE}. This awendwent was rendered
necessawry Lo prevent a recurrence ot the duuggrs .
which hal serionsly threatened the existence of
the covernment doring the pendency of that
clection. The article for 18 own amendwent was
intended to secure he amieable adjustment . of
confiieting  constitutional  questions - Iike the
prosent. which might arise between the * govern-
ments of the States mid that of the United States,
Thiz appears from contemporuneons history  In
this conueetion, § shall wercly €all attention to »
few sentences ' Mr. Madison’s jéstly-celebrated
repott, in 1799, ro the legislature of Virginia. In
this he ably and eonclusively defended the reso-
lutiops of the preceding legislature against the
strictures of several other Stute legislanres. —
These were wainly founded upon the protest of
the Virinia legislature against the *“ Alien and
Sedition Aets.” as ¢ palpable and alerming in-
fractions of the Coustitution.” Tn jo'nting out
the peaceful and constitutional remed e+, and he
referrer] to none other. ta which the States were |
anthorized to resort, on guch occasions, he con-
cludes by daying, * that the legislatures of the
States wight bave made a direct representation fo
Congress with a view to obtain a rescinding of
the two offensive acts, or they might have re-
presented totheir vespeetive senators in Congress
theie wish that two-thirds thereof wounld prepose,
an ¢xplanatory mendmont to the Consititution,
o1 two thirds of themselves, if sueh had : beon
thetr opinion, wight, by an  application teo . Con-
TTCSS, have ulJt;an_u:-i 4 COLVCRTLIOn for the P-nliiﬁ
ubjeet.” a0 A

“Phis i e very conrs¢ which @eirnestly res
cotmtneid i order to wptain an r.,s].-[.-_luulnry'
ametdiment” of tue Constitution on the subj et of
slavery. . This might oviginate with Cungrusp ur
the St legislatures, us may be decwed most
advisable to :|'l§:lill the Ulujt'l't._

The explapatory ameondment might be eonfined
to the finul settlemsent of the trae eonstraction of
the Constitufion on three special péints.

[. An express recogaivion of Athe right of

property in slaves i the States where it now ex=

iats or way hereafter exists -

2. The duty of protedung this right in all the
commonTerritories  throughout their territoriul
existenae, and until thiey =hall be adwitied as
“Neates imgo the Uniony with or without slavery,
ws their Bonstitutions may prescrivel -

3. Adllike reeoguition ol the vight of the nyns-
of 10 have his :lave, sho has eseaped from vne
Siate tolanother, restofed and ** felivéred np *
to him, ‘and ot the validity of the |fuziiive-plave
Jaw cnacied for this gurpose, tagether with o
d-claration that all State laws impairmg or defeats
ing this right are violatinns of the Constitution,
and arce consequently nult and void.

It wiy be objected 'that this goustruetion of
the Copstitution hus already been settled by the
Supreme Couri of the United Stages, and what
more ought to be required?  The answer is, that
a very large proportion of the
United Srates sull contest the cortectness of this
cecision, and never will cease frm: aitation and
admit its binding foree until cleat
by the people of t e sevieral States| in their sover-
cign churacter. Such an n-x]duua‘:qry smendment

| would, it is believed, forever termihate the exist-

ing disscusions and resture peace and harmony
wnong tfe States. | | = 2

[t vught uot to be donbted that guch ai appeal
to The abitra-ueut established byl the o ogstitu-
thon ‘im-;l' would - be reccived with fuvor 'lr}' all
the Stages of 15e Confederacy.. In any ovent it
ouzht to be tried ju a spirit of t'uuéqlinlmu belfore
uny of ihese Statcs .‘shull'ﬂ'purtlc themselvea
fromn the [Union ’ :

When 1 entered upon the dut'es af the presiden-
tial office, the apect peither of ofr forcign ‘\"r.
domestic affairs was at alk salti*-facmry. We
wore involvid in daugerous complications with
soveral nations, and twp of our I’--rrimriw_ were
i 4 state of reyolution azaivst the Governamnt,
A restorution of the African ﬂlave}trade had pu-
wmerous an | powerful] advocates. .
wilitary expeditions were countengnee . by many
ot our citizens, aud were suffered, ! in defiance of
the effurts ot the. Government, - 0  escape from
our shores, for the purpose of maging war upon
the unoffending people of nrighbdring rupnbhea
with whom we are at peace. . - |, b
m. ll:: adl ‘ition to lht:ﬂt.?‘;ud other ’diﬁcn!tlu. we
experienced a revulsion 1n moucla‘iy _af_fn_m,
after ury advent to power, of unex upled severity
and of ruinous consequences to all the great ib-
When we teke a refro-

terests of the eountry. e :
our condition and cou-

wot of what was thep ¢
g:;::u.is with its muterial prospe ity at-the tife
of th Jate presideniidl election, #:. have abund- .
aut reason o peturn our g u!_efu_lf_ thanks to thas 4
merciful Providence which ,has never
us as a uation in all our past trials. -
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