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"TOWN MEETING 1~ PETERS.
BURG, Augult 4, 31795.

ON Sarurday laft, agreeably to
ﬂblic notice, a confiderablenum-
r of the inhabitants of this rown
and ‘the counties adjacent, met in
the town courthoute, for the por.
pole of exprefling their opinions on
the Treat ‘now~§epending betweén
the United States and Great Britain,
General ofeph Jones was upani-’
m f . '

i Wi, Bty
"thedebate, and prefaced his remarks
by obferving, that -at the time Mr,
Lay was appointed Envoy from the
nited States to the Britith Cabiner,

‘our country was in a ferment, ever
citizen was agitated, at the profs
infults and injuries whith our com-

 merce was then daily 'fu{lainin§

from the depredations 'committe
by the orders of the Britith coury,
and we were then preparing for
war, if proper redrefs fhould not
be obtained by amicable negociation
—that Mr, _}a went to Great Bri-
tain with a uﬁ knowledge of thefe
circumf{tances, that the -people ex-
petied he fhould have iufilted on a
complere immediate reparation for
thofe injuries, and a fulfilment of
the Treaty of peace of 1983 ; but
that none of the ohjects which were
‘then underftood to be the grounds
of his miffion, had beén obtained on
frinciples confiftent with the honor,
fafety, and weHare of the United
~States, -

He then Taid, that he fhould only

‘make a few obfervations on the

Treaty 'how before the meetimg,
and he fhould take it vp in three
points of viewe—r(t. A5 if refpetis the
conflitution of our country—2dly. As
it refpels our treaties with other nati-
ons, parbicularly with France —and
sdly. A it refpects the people of 1his
Country, ) .

To the firlt, Asit refpelts the con-
flitution t{d”m country, he faid that
ncither Mr. Jay, nor the Senate,
had any right to agree on impofing
reftri¢tions on the commerce of the
United States—that the Senate by
ﬁ“iving their 4ffent to the Treat

ad violated the conftifution, whic

ftates that the power of making
commercial re umiods, &c. belongs
to Congrefs, that it was taking up-
on themielves an authority which
lhey had no right to exercife, and
which might tend to eftablifh a pre-
cedent dangerous to the peace and
welfare of ‘our ‘country.

As it refpells oar treaties with other
mations, particularly with France, he
went largely into a comparative
view of the condu of tne French
government and that of the Britifh
government, towards this country,
that the former had received us
with arms, had liberally af-
filted as through a fevere bloody
confli@® with Great Britain, and had
materially contributed to eftablith
our independence, that in thefetry-
ing fcenes of danger, the French
government had entered into a
i'reaty of Amity and Commerce
with this country, which it was our
duty and our intereft to adhere 1o,
and which would be IhamcfulI!
abufed and ungratefully difregarded,

by accepting of the one now depend-
ing between the United States and
Great Britaln, that we had alfo
much greater advantages fecured to
us in all our Treaties with other
European powers, which were ge-
frerally founded upoh the law of na-
tions and upon the principles of re-
cipracity, that we fhould fhew a
very unfriendly difpofition indeed
to the caufe of France, if we joined
in the prefent Evropeancombination
in their attempt to [tarve the French,
by admitting the right of the Britifh
government to flop our veflels Joad-
ed with provifions bound to France,
and that it was a principle not tobe
denied, that neutral nations thould
continue in the fame fituation with

fen chairman, and” Mr. -

e =
refpet to the belligerent powers to
the end of the war as they were at
the commencement of it.

- Avitrefpetts the people of this coune

try, he faid, that a Ripulation bad
been made for the payment of debts
due Britih creditors, which wouald

fate very injurioufly to the peo-
or:at'la cryanjd for tge fcu_lm]:m
of which a tribunal was to be, efta-
blithed, thatwas a refle&ion on the

~ American Judiciary, and adithonor
“to-our country, that thc fubhjedt of -

ent for the propefty carried
Withe Britilh armmy contrary to’
the
be'totally abandoned, and-:here he
appesledito the citizens of Virginia,
and afked®them if they could fuffer
fo glaring an impolition, fo grofsa
vio%ation of the T'reaty of 1983, to
pafs unnoticed, orwouldthey fuffer

‘to be thus plunﬂfgrcd of their pro-

pefty, and not infift upon fuli com.
penfation for the‘fame. He then
went into the fubje& of the Weftern

‘Pofts, -and faid be believed ‘it was
‘never ferioufly

the intention of
Great Britain to give themup. Mr.
Jay, he faid, "ouggiu 10 bave infilted
on an immediate ‘delivery of thale

pofts, and compenfation trom the .

Britith government for baving un.
jultly and in violation’of thie Trea
of Peace keptusount of them fo'long,
by which means we had‘been involv-
ed ina ruinous and expenfive indian
war, and deprived of a-profirable
and advantageous commerge in that
ceuntry, v

Mr. J. Thomfon  followed -Mr.
Taylér; andafter expatiating énthe
right of difcufling political queltions,
and examining intotlve tendency of
the aéts of our government, he ob-
ferved, the magnitude of theprefent
fubjeét, and the danger of the pre-
fent crifis, render this meeting pe-
culiarly -proper. We are called
upon to examine a Treaty which
involves the malt ciovs Tighs,
the moft valuable  interefls, 1le
commerce, the peace, and the hp-
nor of America, A concile hiftori-
cal detail will unfold the pecyliar
circomftances in which Ameria
ftood prior to the enibafly which
produced this treaty. The King'df
Great Britain, who has fworn eter.
nal enmity to republics, acceded at
an early period to thatcombination,
which has convalfed Ebrope, in at-
tempting to (tifle the liberty of
France. Under the obnoxious pre-

* text of attempting to Rarve thirty

millions ot men, heiflued orders for
imerccrtiug the correfpondence,
and plondering the commerce of
neutral nations. He had long view
ed with indignant forrow, the rapid
rogrefs which the Americans made
i {pite of all the obitacles be conld
impofe by commercial reftrictions,,
or by .flagrant violations of the

treaty of 1783. The deftrudtion of

our rifing commerce, the annihila-
tion of our prowing ngvigation,
were the objects immrediately con-
templated by thefe pefarious onders.
They were excvated with all the
deligence, and all the gppreflion
which rapacity can pralice. A pa-
triotic phalanx in Congrefs propofed

every expedient which wildom coald

dictate, to obtain compen(ation lor
thefe injuries, but oor illulirioss
Prefident, apnimated by
folicitode for the welfare of Ame-

rica, gently ipfinvated to Congrels’

that the fubje@ was out of their
jurifdi&ion, and appointed . ous

Chief Jultice to perform the hionor- .

able duty of declaring the indigna-
tion, and dm\mdlnF the righs of
an injured people, It fern arifto-
cracy bad not fleeled his bofom
againit the rous fenfatipn of pa-
triotifm, it gratitude,. fenfibility
sud honor, hs not been enveloped
in the fable gloom of politieal pre-
judice, he muft bave been annimat-
ed by a magnanimity worthy of hig
country. In the prefence of venal
pride and courtly proflagacy, even

reaty of peace, appeared to *

aterpal

‘the piratical (lates,

.

ez

at the foot ftool of the throne, he
would have preferved the attitude

. of digpity, and {poken the lan-
goage of truth.  But bafely apolta--

trzing from Republican principles,
he boped to offer the incenfe of flat-
tery to a tyrant, the.flcourge of his
country, the foe of mankind. After
a long negociation, in which he
happily pradifed the art of diplo-

matic f{attcry, he hag prefented this -
Treaty to his expecting country. & -

bas received in every article buz

tne, the fan&tion of the Semate, |
Th_e-mudu& of t‘_iat‘ Mbly hu i

indeed beén dniform.  Since €

" eftablilment of the Federal Go-,
“vernment it ‘has mever deigned to

adopt the fentiments of the people,
or to communicate its own, except
in the digpified forsm of Laws and
Treaties, The mujelty of that
affembly has -never been. polluted
by the vile feet of the (winifh mul-
titude, The exiftence gf an arifto-
cracy in this country is too often
reparded as the chimera of fome

~ diltempered enthufiaft, or the fition

of fome -dangerous demagogue, |
will appeal to the ﬁnderllanfﬁlgs of
this audience, if the Funding Sy(-
tem has ot otganized a great arif-

. tocracy, which-'has ufurped the
. dominion of the. Sepate, which has

often preponderated in the Houfe
of Reprefentatives, which proclaim

tfelf in fervale addrefles to our Su-

jpreme executive, in dangerous ap-

- {mimmen‘ts, in monitrous accumue

ations of debt, in violation of the

. conftitution, in profcriptions of de-
- ‘mocrats, and to complete the climax
of political intamy, in this "I reaty.
© lwill afk if the Senate does mnot-
" ‘difcoverabje@ fervility in propofing

the ratification of a treaty in which
the fine expreflions of friendthip are
proftituted by being ufed to aKing ?
1 will afk; it it wes delicate, virtu-
ous, or republican, to Jook upon
the (hogpgle of a-preat ﬂpe'oplc-l'or
liberty, with cold indifference, ro
preferve a fullen neurrality, between
freemen and defpots, and to grant

_important privileges in peace and

in war, 10 a governnment tottering
under its own abufes, and feebly

1" Waring againft liberty? .

1 will now confider each article
of the treaty, 1 will compare It
with the French Treaty, and de.
monftrate to this meeting the
neceflity of txprefling our deteftari-
on.

Prior to adifcuffion of rhis treaty,
it may be proper to obferve that
the fequeitration propoled in Con-
grefs, was preferable to the fyftem
ol negociagion adopted by the Exe-
cutive. The compenfation obrained,
‘would have, been inftantancous and
adeguate, the punithment inflicted

'fevere and jult, the meafure adopted -

energetic apd republican, ‘his
expedieht was oppoled, as Ieadinﬁ

"to a war, by a party who concea
~ ariftocracy under the gentle form

of moderation. WHhillt I declare
the trismph cf this party. 1 blufh
for my country, Yes, we hefitated
to. offend a proud king, who had
captured our veflels, enflaved our
feﬁnw citizens, ruined our mer-
chants, invaded our territory, and
trampled on our fovereignty,
Shrinking from this meafure, we
proftrated ourfelves before him,
fmiled in his face, flatjertd and

. obtained this Treaty.

The objections | thall make to it
are, firlt, on account ef the articles
it does not contain, und, fecondly,
on account of the artivles it does
contain. It owght to have been
exprefsly ﬂipulakd. that the king
of Great Britain fhould interpofe
for us his pood offices with

that he fhould not negotiate & peace
between Portugal and Algiers,
which fhould again repder plunder-
ers the tyrants of the ocean. His
recent cordu@® in that quarter !ud
very materially injured us; but mg

~ infifted on for amp

" phinate or enflave the French,
or at Jealt -

prm'im againft a rcp'et'uioﬁ of i2,
has b made by our minilter, By
the French Treaty concluded in the

year. 1773, in the-tumuoltuous me-

ments which attend the crilis of

. liberty, by a government fo much

deflpifed for imbecility, this protec-
tion from Ajperine Lorfairs was €x.
prefsly given by a King, from whom
we had nothing to demand, and
every.thing to fue, and to whom we
grohred privileges much lefs impor-

_ . tant than thofe we now grant.

A ftipulation ou%ht to have been

e compenfation
for the dqtention-of the weltern
pofts, a detention which has de-
frauded America of the fur trade,
and which bas produced a long,
bloody, and difaltrous lndian war.
~ A ftipulation ought to have been
made that Britifh lhiPs of war fhould
prote&t American fhips at fea, -Al-
though the articles relative to arm-
ed fhips appear to be mutual; fince
we have no armed fhips, we receive
no confideration for the privileges
we grant theirs, Here another ad-
vantage is giyen tous by the French-

‘Tréaty which this Treaty denies, .

As | have been forcedto anticipate
the comparifons between the two
Trearties, 1 will now- continue ir,
and then f{tate my objections to the
articles contained in the Treaty.
The Frenchare by Treaty to pay
no higher doties than the moft fa-
vored nations pay. In the year
1778, we refuled to admit even
thofe generous allies into our ports
upon the fame terms with citizens
—By this Treaty the Britifh are to
be admitted on the fame terms with
American merchants But the
French, the Duch, meoft favoured na«
tions, If this Treaty is ratified,
thej will be obliged to pay no high-
er duties than American merchants,
This Treaty then almoft annihilateg
the ditinétion between foreigners &
natives ; which we refufed to re)in-
quifh in favor of our allies and pro-
te@ors in the ?peh of danger and’
iufancy ; Let thiscircomftance prove
the abject bumility with which
America has been proftraied before
the Britifh king.

By the 2d article of the French
Treaty itis provided, that enemies
property fhall not be taken out of
American vellels ~The French can-
not take out of American veflels
Pritith property. By this Treatyit
is cxpifsly provided; that enemics
may take out of American veflels
French broperty, The obje& of
tliis article was, to give the fanéti-
on of America to thofe attrocious
robberies, which are wrelted from
the wretched Welt-Indian exile,

‘the’lalt pittance of difpaiting pover-

ty, By the French treaty the car-
rying trade of enemies property,
not only from neutral poris to ene-
mies ports, but from enemies ports
to enemies ports, is given us —By
this Treaty that valdable fource of
wealth is dented us, By the French
Treaty it is declared thit the

fhdll not intercept American vcﬂ'e(s

- bound with provifions to the ports

of their enemies—By this Treaty
it is declared that the Britith may
intertept American veflels bound
with provifions to the ports of their
enemies, The French then cannot
intercept American veflels bound
with provifion to the ports of Great
Britata, but the Britifh con inter-
cept American veflels bound with
provifions to the French republic,
The obje& of this article was to
render Amerira acceflory to the,
nefarious fcheme of exciting by the
agency of faming, mfurreftion and
(IifnrJ;r, which may either cxtelr-
The
obje of this article was to render
America a cowardly confederate,
concealing under the venerable form
of friend thip the vileft malice. And
fhall this Treaty diflolve the com-
pat made by nature between the
two Republics, fecured by feelings




