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Defperate Conflict.

Civita Vecchio, June 10.——The begin.
ingof the mouth a moft terrible battle was
fi nflght about twelve leagues fgom the point
of Melfina, betweenan erine cruiler o
8o guns, full of men, and a fhip of 25 nine
and 12 pounders, helt_mm‘ﬁg te the Kin': of
the two Sicilies, the conflit began at feven
in the morning, and lafted till near three in
the afternnon” The Algerine received the
firlt broad(ide, which carried away the ftar.
board main chains, and much damaged the
ftanding rigging; the falote was imwedi.
ately returned, and the fight commenced.
with the utmolt refolntion ; each party fce_::j-
ed determined to conquer or die; the pi-

. _rate hoitted the bloody (lag, and run along

fide the frigate, in a fitwarion reads for
boarding, and had uearly grappled herbo:
ap ucil aconftant and well du‘erg.
ted {ire inte the rover, that entirely frufira-

ted their intention, and killed a vait num-
ber of their men, yet this fuccels did not

prevent the barbarian making another at-
tempt which alfo failed with great lofs ;
this obliged them to fheer off for a fhort
time, but they foon renewed the combat,
when a: molt tremendous camnonade began
on both fides, which lafted upwards of two
hours without - intermifliony unfortunarely
the frigate's fore matt was carried away
clofe by the board, aud fell upon the deck,
which did a confiderable damage, befides
killing am.l wom_ulin!; :l.numhcr of men. .
Notwith{tanding this ml_fn.rmnate cir-
cumftance, the brave - Chrittians, whofe

courage was not in the lealt damped, kept |

fighting

on, fully determined to fink the
robbers,

During this time a floop of war of

16 guns; and a cntterof 2, whahad paried

company from the.above fhip two (l?l?&.b&f
fore, luckily came up, and played their
pares f well, thar in a fhort time the pirare
was all in flames, but by the exertions ofthe
crew the fire was got under.
Notwirhitanding the crippled flare and
dangerous fitnation the pirate was in, yer
thofe rallians fought with fuch an wncom-
mon degree of defperation, that was afton-
yhing, andalmolt beyond delcription s at
thisjnncrure \he frigace was fo much fhatter-
ed both i hulland rigging, that fheeouldbe
Iy kept above water and was obliged
Taus L4 ous 0f the action.

In the mean time the floop and emter

kept up (uch aninceflint and well direded
fire into the rover, till the was torally dif-
ahle, her matts, vards and rigping utrerly
deltrayed, her. gans difinonnied, and her
port-holes knocked three and tour into ove ;
ne*erchelely, this defperate crew difdained
to (trike, and kepr a conftant fire with finall
arms, From which many of the balls were
chewed ; ac lalt, when they found they
conld not refit the king's force any longer,
they (et fire to the magazine and blew them
felves np, together wirh a namber of Chrife
tian caprives they had on board, who all pe-
tidied with the infidels,
- P. 5. Taepirate was commanded by Sidi
Beder, a fellow of invincible conrage, very
Bl and daring; this man was a grear ter-.
ror to the Spaniards in their lare war with
Spvin he bas not only funk and captured
feveral fhips which were fitted out on por.
pole to rake him, but would often land np.
on their coalt in open daywich his crew, in
{pite ot all refittance, carry off the inhubi-
tants, and ravage whole viilagcs.
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COUNCIL OF FIVE HUNDRED. |°

Sitting of Auguft 10, ;

[T fillyving debate tost place after reading
the Meflave of the Executive Direiory,
relative to the march of the Troops.]

After it was read, Bailly moved thart it
be printed, referred toa fpecial committee,
confilting of feven members, and that it
thould be communicated by a meflage to
the comncil of elders.

Lamarque oppofed this— The only
complaint he faid, which your commitfion
of infpedors s impowered to exanine, is
the fact which wasdenounced toyou relative
tothe violation of the boun lary of 12earues.
Yon have acknowledged thac thisboundary
had not been geanetrizally meatored ;s thos
the grievince which the echoes of fallion
hwe o very co nplaifantly repeated, is
done a var.  This, indes, is proved by
the report of your conmnitree. Why then
hayicoecapied it with the movements of
the troopy heyond the limits of the eanitin
utionl boundary 2 Te was necellire 1
CLVNI A many qrefRicgs which lve not
*ven brea touched upia.  The 612
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know, if the #16¢harticle of the conftitution
did not empower the diretory todirect the
movements of the army beyond the cop=
ftitutional boundary>  The lecond, whe~
cher the exifting circumftances would pere
mit us to deviate i any degree from the
principles, in order 1o take into confidera-
tion pretended alarme? J contend tha: all
thefe combined artacks, tend only 10 place.
the different authorities at variance to pro-

mi‘tees. [las itnot beea proclamed from
this tribune, thatan glarming divifion exifl-
 ed herween the members of the Directory ¢
As if the mijority of the direclory did not
pollels thagower piven to it by the cor-
ttirution.  Have rot thefe Jounrnals who

%o thismajority the appellation Trinmvi-
fate? And yet this unprecedented auda—
ity remains unpunifbed 5 no notice, in-
deed, has ever been taken of it. Have
not fome orators fpoken of attempts againft
the national reprefentation? IHas not-the
couancil permitted that article of the conftis
tutiony, which fays, that the heads of an
 accufation fhall be {pecifically {tated to have
been violated? Inftead of purfuing the
talutary forms of the conflitution we hear
men {peak of indulgence and generdfity to.
wards the directory, as if the directory
were {ubordinate to the council,”—[ Mur-

murs, ] PSS -,
Bailly .8 Thisisan infulting error to
the ‘ilfative "body—Prefident, call the

fpeaker to order.” _
~ Lamarque—** I obferve tomv colleagues
—[a voice, I am not your co\iea‘gue] Ire.
- mind thofe- who areny colleagnes—[ Mur.
murs]. I movethat the prelident call to
‘order thofe who are not niy cotleagues.
[ Great noif=.]

Talot.—¢ Prefident tell the reprefens
tatives to {ilence their criess  We cannot

hear.” ‘.
| A number of \-’”sinﬁﬂ that" Y alot (hy

namg) fhould be ¢alled to order—a violent
altercation enfnes between T3alor-apd the
Wiembers near him—Great agitation pres-
vails bot tranguility is_ ac iength reftored,

Lamarque.—*¢ Explain the pheale here
employed— e {aid thirrhe legilative body
wonld neither be generons not indulgent,
it could neither wrelt the law againtly nor
it fayor of the direCtory.”

Laniaegue continued—*¢ In a report of
the 12th Metlidor, has not the reporter of
your commiflion of auditors ro the treafury
accufed the general of the army of Iraly of
ordering and regulating payments himfelf
and of oppofing the deftination of the funds
regulated by the commifliry of the treafury.
Why (hould the laurels of that army whicn
has by its conquetts obtained the Tupplies
of which ir ftood in need, be thus tarnifh-
ed? The fame reporier alfo accufed the
general cf the Sambre and Menle of hav.
ing levied a contribution of three millions
and a half ;—which fum, he faid, was plac=
ed in the hands of the etat major, and in
the caifles of the receivers, out of witich fum
general Hoche had paid many different ac.
counts.”__Lamarque then moved the pre
vious quefltion, reiative to the motion for
referring the meflage to a committee.
Vaoblane—¢ L {hould vot have prefent-
od myfelt to reply without preparations to
a written (prech, were I nit perfuaded
that T lould be received with mdulgence
by my colleagues 3 and were I not addrefl.
ing men, convinced as I am, that the opi-
nions to which we ought to litten with the
greatelt atiention, are precifely thofe from
which we diffent. I proceed to the exa-
mination of the different propofitions, laid
down in the (peech of Lamarque. He cone
hider=d unconttitntional, the attention which
you had beftowed upon the events which
have lately taken place, and particularly
upon the march of the troops. Tt would
be dificult fiore completely to confound
two nkjeéla very diltinét. The dreftory,
douitrefy, pollelfes the right toput the troops
in motion, and to determine the mode in
which they (hall be employed. But does it
follow that their diftination muft never oc-
cupy your attention, efpecially when it is
traced to a point which the troops cannot
pafs without your aushority ? w=—1'be con-
tirution gives the legillitive body the right
to reqaire information from the directory.
Tais infor nation is intended to enlighten
your conmitiees eatrulted with the prepa.

voke the civil war, to renew the reign of
circamftances and that of government com

are in the par af the king’s (ricnds, pivens

important cculd you require informarion,
than upon the march of the troops, and
upon the extraordimary events which have
for fon'e tme taken place?- Nay more,
the directory had lhared your folicitude, and
had folemuly promifed 10 examine into the
author ot the order, the name of whom
you had'demanded. So far then there isa
periect agreement between the two powers.
Boih united t'o'inveftigatc the caule of the
exfraordinary movements which occafion-
ed peneral anxiety.” How then does it
happen that 1o day a reprefentaiive of the
people ventures to affert, thar you have
vislated the conftitation, ‘it you. had rot
viewed with the moft feripus attention the
mevements organized arousd you. . No—

the power of the dire@ory ; and this opl

nion, in which pou all agreed, natorally
leads me to point out the fytem which has
been afliduoufly purfued to counteraét the
legillative power, by exteading vniformly,
and under every pretexr, the limits of the
executive authority,  Yon-are now accul-
ed of encroaching upon its, privileges. In
the fame manner were you told, that you
had not the right to flut Gp the popular
‘ocieties, to publifh a proclamation in order
to demenftrate to the French people the
purity of your intentions ; %0 feek infor
mation now hecomes neceflary, to hear re-
ports; require that pcfirive anfiwers fhould
be fubftituted to communications completely
evalive? Lo troft the partizans of fuch a
fyflem, the legiflarive body would foon be
reduced-to the impotence of enly enacting
lawss  (Some -members layghed ;i feveral
vofeesy At fhould be (0.7 Allow me to
finithe Twoeflentialattributes charatterize
your power, yon eract faws, but you re-
‘taimthe right of luperintending their exe

cutions  In order 10 exercile this fuperin.

hear reports upon the relults of which
you forip vour opinions and prepare ‘the
laws, which it is your- bufinefs to intro.
duce. Neither was I lefs aftonithed to
hear it faid that this tribune had refound-
ed with accofations againft fome of oyr
generals, L. call .upon the whole council
to bear witnets tothe truth of wharl am
aboutto affert.  Never has any fpeaker
omitted an opportunity of beltowing with.
in thofe walls, 2 juft tribute of praife upoh
our generous defeaders, and upon theis
glorious chiefs,  Hecolle@ that memorable
day, when the preliminaries of peace were
announced.  With what fenfibility did be,
who prefided npon that occafion, declare
that the French armies crowned with vic.
tory and with peace, had delerved well of
humanity. Tears kreamed from your eyes.
The delicate touches of the oraror went to
your hearts, it is true, my colleaguesm—.
(a generalicry ¢ Yes, yes.”) Who has
not prononnced with fentiments of affec.
tion the illuftrious name of the pacificator
of La Vendee ? Has that of the hero of
(taly ever been mentioned withour excit.
ing enthufialm ! Never within thefe walls
did we omit to pay homage to his great

tion obiained jult apologifts, Was it not
here that the £irlt tribute of thanks for his
generous condudt towards the niiniflers of
religion, exiled from France, wis voted ?
I know that abufes which had crept into
the account of certain funds, which appear
10 have been diverted, wece mentioned.
But can ic be imagined that it ever entered
into our minds to accufe our generals of
thele “dilapidations, to require from the
man whao levelled the Auftrian power, and
difconcerted their military plans, a me-
chanical attention to the drynefs'of finan.
oal calculations? No.

We never conceived fuch an ides.—~DBut
what could be thought of usif the dilapi-
dations ot fecondary agents, a thouland
times denounced by the generals themfelves

lapidations are committed in (he army,
mult we fhut our eyes ! mull we over=
throw the contlitutional 1yftem of accounts,
and fubllituté an arbitracy diftribution
the room of the regylar adniinittration of
the treafury? We have heord here of fome
ltrange power pr otlrer given to VOUr €ome
mittee of inlpetors. Believe me, repres
fentatives, in this refpe® you have done
no more than your duty. If no confpiras
cios exifty fo much the better, my moft gr=

ration of the laws, Upon what cbje@ more § dent wif

by this cenduct you did .not trench npon

tendance, you mult inveftigare ; you muft4

qualities5—his humanity ‘even-his moderas

Vol. [1. |

ies are accomplithed. Ifthey do
you have my fincere thanks; you have

checked their progrefs, you have difcon= -

certed their efte®ts by your wifdom and
by your firm moderation. It is really ne-
ccflary then ferioufly to refute "thofe who
have no vther mode of blaming your cone
Fdu&t than by telling you, « Impeach the
Directcry 1 Are thefe who employ this
language ignorant that fuch a fyftem which
they pretend is conftitutional, would be.
lubverfive of the principles of our repre#

eyes; then muft be unconttitutional.  Loole
at our neighbours the Englifh, lcok at the
Americans : are you igilorant, that in their
parhiament and in their fenate, the mipif-

teral powers and the roysl authority ~re
.:]t;wked, are cehifred, ?ﬂ*ﬂ’lt the cen-

1% < of thefe authorities would be their

njoft firm tupports, if inftead of cenfure ic
was meant to overthrow ? }¢ may be ne.
ceflary 1o cenfure what it would be * crimi«

erts to wilify the republican inftitutions
and autharities.
fuaded, is more the object of calumny at
this moenmient than your own. Buc'let a
few wild demagogues, leta few ftupid an-
archifls’ milreprefent thefe opinions and
accufe our jntentiont—QOFf what impor-
tance isit 2—Truth is immovable~It too is
a power. By the lightotits orch will the
people of France analyze your proceed.
ngs, and judge of your condud. It is
taid that the priefts retvorn. But the joft

ed, was pafled unanimoully by the two
councils. — Caty your then accofe yourfelves ?
~— The emipraits retorned 1 hear. I

tion 3 1 cancot conceive how the direétory
fpeaks of thofe retarned, their language,
their audacity, Do not the laws exift ?
—1s it pofible to imagine a power more
extenlive, more ablolute, more monftrous
than that of the dire@ory with regard t»
#migrants? What! We have betrayed our
duty. We have violated the conttituriag
m giving the dire@ory the right of Lfe ard
death over a Frenchman allcdged to be an
emigrant—=Ina word, it may confign him
to the feaffold, . Yeu fludder
with horror, citizens, whenI remind you
ol-a legiflation fo barbarous. CGarcions
Providence ! Is it not fufficient for the di-
rectory to be fnvefted with an authority fo
monitrous, an authority which ought to
roule the foul 1o freedom? And does the
council impede the execotion of the law ?
Does the counci! arreft the powers of the
directory ? Has the coundil fufpended this
atrocious licence 5 no, it has not, but itmay
withdraw an authority which.no govern.
ment - (heuld pofiefs ; it may anihilate a
legiflation, which no free government can
fanction, which no humanity can endure
(a number of voices, yes, yes,
tothevote . . . The moit lively ae
glfation prevails in the council) The pure
chafers of natfonal property, it is faid are
intulted, menaced, and afluffinated. The
Heit-tpeaker anag the nmieMige feen o com.
bine to accufe yon of not giving fufficient
guarantee and proteétions 1 will not re~
mind you, that their guirantee is confli=
tutional, that they are entitled to protec.
tion from. the gofernment, but I will tell
you what you dg here every day. Do you
not fell the national domains ! Do you not
lupply the treatury with their produce?
Would yeu fell what remains, if you in=
tended to difpofe of the original puechaf—
ers? Such imputations do not require to
be confuted, You may let demagogues in
their frcmy pollute with their foul accu-
fations, their impo:{oned produdlions ; your
conguct is a fufficient anfwer to them all.
* « « « lamfar from reproaching the
lalt fpeaker with the infinuations contain.

did not engage our attention ? Becaule dis

ed in his fpcech, which are nothii':f lefs
than.an impeachment of your conduét.”

Lamarque—‘¢ 1 difavow.them, they are
foreign to my heart.”

Vaublane, | know it citizen,~T am
moft perfeltly convinced of it. 1 firmly
believe, too, that yon will be the firlt to
oppole the printing of a fpeech, which con-
tains an indire@ impeachment of the cone
dolt of the 1wo connels, 1 oppole the

rnming therefore:  Our colleagne Bailly
\

s moved, that the meflage be referred to
A commitec ok fopport the propefition.

————gy

lentarive government. - Oppofition in yoof -

nal to fubvert. We have-heard a great
deal glfo of the induftry which calomny ex-

ivv authority, 1 am per-

and talutary law by which they are. recalla .

confefs Tcan hardly reftrain my indigna-




