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L OF THE
Prefident of the United Stalesy
TO

Both Houfes ot Congrels.
May 4th, 17¢8.

Gentlemen of 12 Senate, and ‘
Gentlemey of the Hou'e of Reprefentatives,
I NOW rranfmic to Congrefs copies of
—all the cowmunications, from our En 2
voys Lxtraordinary, received fince iheir
arrivai m Paris, excepting thofe betore
prefented by me to both Houfes.

Yy France, to a dilpcfition alledged to gaccumulated wealth of ages and a-full

xft it the goverimient of the  United
Statesy tnitiendly to this Republic, and
parpial sow ards 115 encmies. —
‘t hat government, afloniflied ata re«
sroach fo anicunded in fo&; locontra—
ditedby its dedarations.afd its condudt,
could fcarcely coi fider thischarpe as le-
r1ousy and has ever cherithed the hope,’
that a candid review of its corduct toun
ded oo the decuments, and aided by the
srpuments with which the Executive Di-
re€tory has been fornithed; wouTd have

Pepulation, enable the natons of Europe
io tupport thefe dvars in which they are
wduced o engage by motives what
they deem acequate, and by 'interctls
mclufively their own.  In all aelp €t
dffercnte is the firvation-ef -the Unred
dates'; pflcdled of an extenfive unfit-
led territory, on wkich bounuiul naiore
iia¢ betthwed with #lavith hand allthe
“tapacities for future legitimate greanels
hey-andulge no rhirkt tor conquedt, no
abition for the extentiony of their himits.

refcued it from the injurous folption.—

JOHN A
United Siates,
May 4th, 1768,
(No. 6.)
- Puris, February yth, 1798
Dear sir, '

WE tranimiz to you in this inclofure
our lalt lewter to the mimiter ot foreygn
relations; theuph dated the 17th nlta e
was 1ot, on account of the tme taken 10
tranflate 10 long alecter del vered uli the

~3tity o our communicati ng tere, ul=
though we have, agrecable to vour in-
ftractiens, wretten 10 our own language,
we at the lane time have takeon the pro=
caution, lelt our meaning thouid be mi-

~reprefented or mifunderflood, to accom
pany them with an accurate iranflstions
We have rot yet received any aulwes
to this comnunication, and fhould no no-
tice be taken of it ina few days, we fhall’
apply in a more expliait manner for our
pdl‘]'porls.. . ' - |

Tie councils have paffed the decree
meniioned in No. 5, an havtng Leen re«
commended by the Directory to capture
and condemn ali newtral vellels luden in
part orin whole wnh the mauutactures
or produltions o1 kugland or us poflef
Bowss We lodofe you the official copy
of the report on thet fubjedd, and hall
reprefent to this governpent the injuls
tice and lojury whica icanall evitably
ovccalion us,

We luve the honor to be, with great
reipedty, your molt obedient humbic fer-
Vilts,

CHARLES C. PINCRKNEY),
.lo Il '\l”\b“ALlJ,
F. GERRY.
€ul. Pickerimy,
Becreiary of the Uited States.

TO T HE
Minifter ot Foreign Affaics
OQOF THFE

FRENC (i REPUBLIC
Ciiizen Mirifter, '

THE undertigned Envoys Extraordi-
nary and Nuniters P|cu'|pu[cnud|'y Irom
the Unied  States of America to the
French republic, flave been hitherio re- ‘
flrained by the expeltatton of entering
o the vojedts of their mmilion in the
forms ulual amoog natiom, from addrel.
fing 10 the Executive Directory, thre’
you, thole explanations and reclamations
with which wtney are charged by the go.
vernment they reprefent.  IE this exs
pelation is 10 be relnguubhed, yet the
unfeigned wilh of the United Siares (0
roeitore that harmuny between the tao
Repunlics, which they have favaremir.
tngly fought 1o preterve, renders iz the
dury of tae underligned to lay before
the government of France, however in
forpial the co nmanication may bz deem.
ed, fome conliderations, in addition to

toele already lubunited, relative to the |

fuditing  detircnces beiween the two
MATIO 1%

Opealy and repearedly have France
anl Amcrica tercoanged uneqoivotal
telt moanals oF reciprocal regard. “Tnefe
teitinooials were  given by th: Uniced
S ates, with 4! the “ardor aad lincerity
of yourh,  lew b believed tha un tae
prree ol Feaoce they were liczwile the
vifspring ol redl elleens  TVhey were
con i jered 01 th:otrerfide of thg Atlam
0o asdaradie asthe Hepavitosthrmieves,
Udtagnly e feeaw s changdy awd
A rica looks septad 1o vaiu tortaz ol
lyor the frisnd.  ne conrald Haino!
raguigs anl of candu®l wincy the e
fent lo avovved y e2ibis ‘u a portioa o'

DAMS !

3

Y hreawenea the very exiftence of the con=

I'his hepe teems not to have been reali-
zeds
1t proper to precede thewr application for |
that jultice which they claiy from France,
by an cflort to reméve the caule, whicl.
i8 atledged 10 have preduced injuries of
which they complams W .th thus view,
they pray the attention of the Executive
Diteciory 104 ferious and candid re.con.
hderanion of the leading mezlores :u?up-_l
ied by the government ot the Unired
States, and perfuade themiclves, thar
however various gind wmuloph dahe chan-
nels may be thro” which mAdiiformadon,
concernig the-dilpelinons of that pu=
vernment, may have been received, ye 1
this reconfiueration mull remove untoun
ved prejudices and entirely exerdpace the
Americad nation frem an accubation i
knows to be univunded,; and believes 1|
be fupported by no Lingle fatt.

Wien that war wlich has been wapec
with fucn unparralleled tury, w hichin it
vail vite flitudes of fertune, hatalternately

ficting purties, but which, inits progre(s
hag turrounded Frante with fuch fplen-
dor, and added ibll mere to her plory
than her tartery, when that war firle
ivolved thole natious “wirh whom the
United States were in habirs of fricndl,
w erconrfe, it becare incumbent on i
JOVernment 10 examine their firuatiog,
theyr connexions and their duves.  Ame=
rica found berlelt at peace with all of
the bLelliperent powers, She was con-
pected with fome of thew by treaties of
amity a~d commeree, and with Franc
by a treaty of atliance alto. ‘I hefe te~
veral treaties were confidered with the
molt ferious antenticn and with a ficere
wifh to derermine by tair  conftruction
the uhh};ntmn which they really impo
fedi=—"The 1efult of tlis enquiry, was a
tull coniction, that her engigements by
nemeans bouudhertotake part 1 the war,
buy lete ber fo for the nuttrels of her
owp conduct as to be at perfect iberty 1o
cblerve afyftem of real neutralicy, I
is deemed unncccllary to avaiize thofe
treaties i o1der io fupport the propriety
of t.ds deciior, becaule 1t is not recol-
lected ever 10 huve been queltioned and
i5 believed not to aduny ot doaths

Being bound by no duty to enter into
the war, the povernment of the United
States conceived itlell bound by duries the
moft facred to apttaiu from .. Contem
plating man, even 10 a different fociety,
as the friend ot min,a Itate of peace,
though-unttipolared by treaty, was con-
hdered a8 impoliag oblfigations 1ot to be
wantonly vielated.

I'hele oblipations created by the laws
of nature, werein lomedilances trength.
ened by folemn exuling engagements, ol
which pood Jauh required a religious
oblervance.

loa fenfe of moral rightyotliir con-
liderations of the preatelt wagnitud
were added, whien forsade the govern-
meat of the U, Staws 1o plunge thniun-
 necellarily juo the miteries of theblood,
conthet then commencing. The great
Hations of Ecrope either mipelled by am-
:”.'“'"_ or by exitling or I'umr iled po=
#iacal interefts, pecalar to themelves,
ive coalanad morstaan a taird of the
brelent  centary in wirs.  Whatever
Adley mav hav: l!ruad-ic.li (yafil g an
vil o fhey conat he lul':'mll.d to have
wea entroly extnyuithed, and humene-
Y can foawrced i '.ul;{- te b 0 that Lt
Cempar Cr con a0 man s lo altered
15 10 “X=2n TR 1) qi CCAlNTy [;*r.n n
s of te pol. Sornag for iiaioy

byeircled by Ho dangerous powers they

woeither  fear, ndr are  jealous of thewr
) he underlipred, therefore, decy * ueighbours;, and are not on tha: account

bhged 1o arm for their cwn fatery.—
Separated  trom. Europe by a vatt and
- riendly ocean, they are but reniotely, i
at all, aftedted by thofe. interelts, which
gitate and influence this poriion ot the
globes T huscircumnitanced, they have
ao motive for avoluniary war, On the
comtrary, the moft pow ertul’coifiderarions
urge them to avoid 1te An exfentive and
undetended commnierce, peculiarly necel=
iary 1o a natnen which does not manuofac-
ure for idelf, which 1s and tor a long
awe to come,; will be almoft exclulively
agricultural, would have beeu s mvme—
dfite and certain wictime  The larplus
preduce of thedr labour mivft have for=
vithed on their hands, and that increate of
population fo eflential to a young coun.
by, mull, with ther profperity, have
fubltaimed-a terious check-  Therr exer=
tions teo would not have been confide-
rabie, unlels the war had been traustor-
red to ther own bofoms. '

Lireal as are the means, and refources
ef the United Siater, for felf-uefence,
s only in felf.dctonce that*thote rofours
as can be completely difplayeds Nei-
er the gevivy ot the nwiion, nor the
direol its bnavces, admits of caling it
Ok i from i :‘lw".:‘-i" but ta delepds
her ownliberty and their qwn - fire:
tinds  How cronmal mult kave been
that government » bich could have plun=
ped its copftituents 1o a war, 10 which
they were wveiler impelled by duty or
lohicited Dy interell 5 i which they com
mired o woch to Fazard; in whidh
tney molt fufbor,in order o ad gmiciently,
and cenld enly difpiey their encrgy too
e repelling invafion ! But motives fhil
more pow o {ul than the calamities of the
moement, have wilocnced the government
of the Unjied S ates.

It was perhaps impoflible to hare en.
paged voluntarily ingthe exilting con-
Hict, withont Jaunching into the almofl
boundlefs ocean of European politics,
without” contraétivg  pabits of national
conduct, and torming clofe political con.
nections which mult have compromitted
thefuture peace of the pation, and have,
involved it in all the futore quarrels of
Europe. A loug tfain of armies, debrs
& raxes, chcckiug the growth. dimiaithm
the happioets, and perhaps endangering |
the liverty of the Unned States, mun
mve followed the adoption of fucha iyl
em,” And for what purpote fhould n
have been adopted? For what purp {:
thould  America thus burthen  heriel)
with the conflicts of Europe? Dot two
comply with any engagements fhe has
lurmed, not to promose her vwn views,
hrown objells, her own happinels, o
ner own falety, but to move as a Satel.
lite around Tome geerter Planer, whol
laws (he mull of necetlity obey. In ad-
eitiui to thefe weighty conlideratinng, i’
was believed thar #rmcc‘ would derive
mure beachit from the neotrality of Ame.
rica, than from Ker pecoming a party in
she war,

The determinaton then of the po-
vernment of ¢he Unired States 10 pre-
lerve that neatral tatron 10 which the
war found them, lar trom m mifclhr‘g "
parvanty for the encmiss of France, was
vily a mealure of juftice to nlelf and to
others, and did no: even derogate from
ihat predeliétion fur ddps republic, which
I* has fo repeatedly exp- efied and difplay
ede  Having avowed this deternugation,
encrealed motives of honor and of dury
commanded its faithfal’ obfervance. 1

the pall, has Leea reted y anevaied

Pavestul vy, dugnzofe armies, thel

15 uOt a prmc".,wle which scmang po s 1o

il o .

Le fetrled; thatva fraudulent "neatraliny is
no neutrahty-at’all 5 sud that the nagon
which:would be adin ttedto nsprividepes
mult alfo perfermothe dutes it enjon g,
[ Hud the govErimchror e Unired Swowes,
declaring itfelt neuthl, el Cdits pai—
talines by pranting taveurs L {bpulated
by treaty, 1o one ol 1he beihpereni pows-
ers, which itrefuled to anctier, it could
no Jonger kave daimed: the imnumiies
of a fuvatin of which abe bl gations
vere forgotien, it wonld Lave ‘becenie g

bea been open'y and toimany dedared,
«nd 1t would Lave added 1o the miduefs
ol wantonly engaping 1n juch a Lazard-
ous covilicty the difbonor of i fincere ohd
raudulent cenduédl @it would bave gim
ained” arcotendly an obicé which g
could "ot plainly “avow, or dircéily por-
tue, ard would Lave wicked the people of
the United Srates into-a wir, which it
could not venitire cpen'y 1o cedare,

“ It was maiter ol qcal delight to e
| government aud pecple ol Amneric, 1o

ve infornied that France did vot with 10
mterrupt the peaze they enjuyed

e vodaligned lave taan intioced ta
el wpon s it vecefliry  ar o aeative
flep tuhen by thcir povorraen, ahe’
its propricty mway not be Cotirevered,
lrour w convicticn, that of the rightot the
United Srates, 1o oifirve a fawr and bom
nettnentrality be  eftubiificd, the ptic—~
rab charges ol an untrandly dipddition,
made agenat tiem by Irance muft be
rehuguithed, bocaufe e s, by whick
thole charpes are fupported, will e
tound to have grown duevitauly out of
hat fitaation, .

“1las mealare was accomparied by an.
niht,-l‘, whienon e ell ng lo alley fif.lu{!l a4
(lmrnc as partaluy for che cocuies of
France, deierves 1o be votced. Soon
alter the povernment of the U, States
: {0 e s the dues
which its neowrality enjond, Mr, Gen «
ety the ticlt menjlter from thie Rn‘lsulsltc,
afrived at Puilagelping : aliho? hus cona
duct had been fuch as w pive caute for
lericus wlarm, altho’ betore he was €veu
acknowledged as a wmiaer, or  lad
rea hed the authos ity which could infpect
ms credencials, hehad allumed the fune-
tions of the povermnon w which he was
depateds Vet tae govercmem refolved
to jee 1 him ¢ ||1} the Lepine lentatne ol a
Republic, o which it was fingerely ar.
wached, pave him the fanie warmand core
dial vecepnion which he had cxpericuced
trom is aitizens, withouta fiogle excep-
top, from Charleften 1o Panledelphia,
Fhe then fiuanon of Frayee deterves
tobe remembered.

While the recolle&ion adds, citizen
minittef, 1o the giory with whchioor -
tion 1s encrcled, 1t eftublflics the lingor=
iy of the Unitea States.

1 he niolt forir idalle combination the
world had ever feer, 1 fearendd the ex-

vl neufed e it

Germany, Prutha, Lovam, Spain, Hol.
dud and Sardinia, were 10 args agamit
Francey and Rogba wa.leagued i the co.
dom. - Nor was thisal's  l be Repub-
e diftradted |')‘ inernal di\'.[lUfl‘-’ " Ne
tained nomercus cnemies W thio 1ts cwa
oolomy, and a confiderable porticn ot irs
proper force was arrayed spamlt nfelf.
Intuch » Rate of thidgsy the molt fan.
June might fear, aud tbe molt ardent
nefiate.  Gonfident i ther ftrength
wmd relying on loceels, the coalelced
powers fought to arm in therr cute the
refidue of the world, and decased it crie
minal 1o ackuowledge the Afurereigu iy
of tlre Nepublce The nations ot k-
[ rope, even thofe who had not entéred
into the contell, were cither of themde ). ee
ulmiilmg 10 acknowledge this fovercign.
ty, or were deterred by fear from doing
10, Had the partialivies of Amer.ca beens
 againft France, this examp'e would have
been followed.  According to the rules
of or hnary -ta]tuhtwn, the mesflure
sould have been fafe, aud confeqs cutly
a government feeling (he attachment now
fo upjultly artribured 1o that of the U,
States, would have indicared thole at.
tachmenis Ly its adoption. *Far fom

purfuing fucksa fyfem, the Y, Staes

pariy i the war, “as certariily as it war -

rerminaton of tas Repable, Ayliria,




