F(ERPM RO knowene’s heart, is a much
O \g&j}%ﬂ more difficult Task than moft
g"a T 35 people imagiae. I de not pre-
1S 3N 4 tend to atherough knowledge
g; @.%{3 of mine 5 but if [ am in the
b D{@ 3 o lealt acquainted withits Move-
meats, lomething much (uperier to Curiefity
induced m? juft now, as I came along the Gal-
lery tapeltried om ome Side with the Spider’s
curious Web, and penciled on the other by
Leve-imitten Swains and jolly Bacchanalians,
to atrend to a Conference between twe Perlons
in an ajjeiniy Chamber, the Door of which
was open---It was adverfity trying a Friend,
and [ fouvad myfelf, I know mot how, intereft-
ed in the Event.

Why or How (guare vel quemods) jt is
fo, I leave to the Decifien of $peculatifts
but, torpid as my Seifij/b Feclings arep my pé:-
lantbropic omes wre very feldem aflemp, elpe-
cially upen Qecalions of this Sort--1 fuppele
there is fome wile Reafon or other for tmeir
being fo, and I trouble mylfelf no farther a-
beut the Matter. Not that [ have no Curio-
ficy meither; (I chink Curiofity, well meonaged,
1s as clever a Hobby-klerfe, asa Man would
wifh to momnt---but give him the Reins, he s
fuch a hcﬁdftmng unruly Devil, itis 500 to
one that, unlefs Yeu are a very expert Rider
indeed, he throws You into a Ditch or Sleugh,
or fome other Place, where no Man in his
Senfes would with te be.) but that I never
coald find a Reafon, or any thing like a Rea-
fon, why [ fhould fret amd teaze and harafs
mylelf to Death ; or dilqualify myfelf for thofe
focial Duries, the difcharging which creates
fuch pleafurable Semfations in the Minds of
Spectators and heavenly ones in our awn, by
fearching and re-relearching into things which
L cannot comprehend ; or which it I could
comprehend them, would not make me, in
the lcalt degree, a better or a more uleful
Man.

Knowledge, fay the Learmed, is im-
menfely wvaluable : Mifets think the fame of
Gold, and Beggars proclaim it in the Streets,
but thefe poor miferables prize Gold as
Americans(lay the Apprehenfive)are likely to
prizc Liberty----frem the Want of it 3 but is
not this Apprehenfion folely ? tor whe are
more free and more likely to continue fo than
Americans ? Enchufialls for Liberty, have
they mot, ar the Expence of their Interefl,
entered and re-entered- inato Affociatiens ard
Agreements, to oppofe arbitrary Meafures,
with {o much ' fpirited Warmth and with fuck
falemn Promifes to perfevere, that {irely, ne
Nation under Heaven could ever expelt to
enflave them ; none dare attempt it-----Def-

" ment, and to them I leave You;

THE STAIR-CASE. :
FRONTI NULLA4 FIDES. |

He that derves Fears from the Frowns of a Prude; or Hopes from'the Smiles of a Coguette, and the Premifes of a
Coartier, will, one Day or other, be convinced that he has only been making a Fool’s Cap for himielf.

potifm hérﬁ:lf, urcontrolable as She is, with all
her State--Engines at her Heels, would fhrinl:
ba k at the very appearance of fuch wwpera/-
lelied patrictic/ Virtue : And [ dare net fup-
pole that they ever will, by a mean Defectien,
verify a Remark fome one has made upon the
Inkability of Man ; who (faith he) tefolves & re.refelves,
then quietly joggs en in the old beaten Path, leaving his
Refolves toexecute themfelves. '
T's fuppofe this willever be applicable tothem;
is toanticipate an Evil, which, certainly, itis
impoflible faould ever come to pafs; & ro auti-
cipate Evils is as imprwdent, in geperal, as ic
would betoattemptrodecry Knewladge & Gold |
when fuch refpeétable Bodies have given their
Suffrages, Nemine cen. in Favor of them :
And, theugh I am not quitc #idd enough
to make this attempt, yet, Meflrs; Micre-
mrgaloi, and eke ye Philarguroi, though -
you fhould chaunt'their Praifes from June te.
Janwary, or, taking in the whole year, round
to June again, I infi{t that they may both bé
bought teo dear, and Geld moft eafily fo; nei-
ther is it every Kind of Knowledge that is
worth a Man’s having upen any terms. The
Point is to be able to diftinguifh the &/2fz/ and .
the good ; and Mmple and ealy as this Task
may appear, it is net in/the Power of every
one, whether learned or umlearned; to pers
form it--- e )
A’Favor was asked with all that modeft
Diffidence natural to merit in Diftrefs, and 2
little of that Cenfidence which an Hope of
$eccefs infpires. I faw his Situation and piv
tied him for it. I read in'the Countenance of
his Friend the IAue of his Swuit...It was heared
with indifference, and ariwered with a fhort
Turn upon the Heel. i
’$Decath, faid he, to be even refufed would
have hurt Me, but fuch Centempt from a
Man whelfe Profcflions of Friendihip induced
me te make this Applicatioa....It is intelera~ = -
ble. ~ WS | a2
Vibrating between Contempt and Revenge,'
He was filent for a Moment,...at laft, faid keg
eyeing him with indignation, you are bemeéath’
my Relentment, and almoft beneath my Ceon-
tempt.......Unlulceptible as yousaresof gene~
rous Tdeas, I blufh to think 1 ever called You
my Friend...You are incapable of being one--
------ Raifed, undefervedly railed by In-
tereft, from a ftate of I[nfamy, Yeu brand
evety unfortunate Man with your : own
Crimes....bet be your Criries your Punith-
rubbing
the Buft off his fhoes as he turned front him.
My Heart bled for him, and as ke hurried
paft me, will thee be of any Service to You#
faid T, offering him a few pieces which I had
putin my hand for that Purpefe---he fefufed
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