A ——m e Ay

him, and yet fome of his Governors have tho't
it an infufferable hardfhip, that they could not
““take what they pleafed. To take leave of the
. adminiftrator, there are in his book fome good
~ hints, but a multiplicity of miftakes in fact,

and errors in matters -of right, which I have
“pot time to mention particularly.

Ireland isa conquered kingdom ; and yet
have tho’t they received very hard meafure in
fome of the prohibitions and reftriCtions of their
trade. But were the colonies ever conquered ?
‘Have they not been fubject and obedient, and
loyal from their fettlement ! Were not the
fettlements made under the Britith laws and
conftitution ! But if the colonies were all to
be confidered as conquered, they are entitied
to the eflential rights of men and citizens.
And therefore admitting the right of prohibie
tion, in its utmoft extent and latitude ; a nght
of taxation can never be infer’d from that, It
may be for the good of the whole that a certain

- commodity * I
. power fhould be exercifed, with great modera-
tion and impartiality, over dominions, which
.. are not reprefented, in the national parliament,
I had however rather fee this carried with a
bhigh hand, to the utmoft rigor, than have a
tax of one fhilling taken from me without my
confent. - A people may. be very happy, free
and eafy among '
branch of foreign trade: 1am fure thefe colo-
nies have the natural means of every manufac-

ture in £urepe, and fome that are out of their.

power to make or produce. It will fearcely
‘be believed a hundred years hence, that the
American manufactures. could: have been

brought to fuch’ perfe&ion, as they will then

probably be in, if the prefent meaflures are
pufhed. One fingle aét of parliament we
find has fet people a thinking, in'ﬁx'mo‘nghs,
more than they had done in their whole lives
before.. It fhould be temembred, that the

moft famous and flourifhing manufa&tures of:
wool, in France, were begun by Lewis 14

ot an hundred years ago ; and they now bid

fair to rival the Englifb, in every portabroad.

All the manufa®ures that Great- Britain could
- make, would be confumed in America, and in

her own plantations, if put on a right footing ;.

for which a &reatcr profit in return would be

made, than fte will ever fce again for woolen.,

y

fent to any part of Europe, |

~_But tho’ it be allowed, that liberty lm,a)'}'bé;.

enjoy’d in a comfortable meaflure, where pros
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fhould be prohibited : But ths

themfelves, with a particular.
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bibitions are laid on the trade of a kingdom or -
province ; yet if taxes are laid on either, with-
out confent, they cannot be faid to be free.
This barrier of liberty being once broken
down, all is loft. If a fhilling in the pound.
may be taken from me againlt my will, why
may not twenty fhillings ; and if {fo, why not
my liberty or my life ! Merchants were always

particularly favour’d by the common law—

¢ All Merchants, except enemies, may fufely
come into England, with their goods and mer-
chandize”—2 Inft. 28.—And why not as
well to the plantations? Are they not entitled
to all the Britith privileges ? No, they muft be
confined in their imports and exports, to the
good of the metropolis. Very well, we have
{fubmitted to this, The act of navigation is a
good act, foare all that exclude foreign manu-
faCtures from the plantations, and every honeit
man will readily fubfcribe to them. More-
over, ‘ Merchant ftrangers, are alfo to come’
into the realm and depart at pleafure ; and they
are to be friendly entertained.” 2 Ri. C. 1,
But to promote the manufaltures of England,
’tis tho’t beft to fhut up the colonies in a man-
ner from all the world. Right as to Europe:
But for Gop’s f{ike, muft' we bave no trade
with other colonies? In fome cafes the trade
between Britifk colony and colony is prohibit-
ed as in wool, &c. Granting all this to be
right, is it not enough ! No, duties and taxes
muft be pzid without any confent or reprefen-
tation in patliament. The common law, that
ineftimable privilege of ajury, is alfo taken
away - in all trials in the colomies, relating to
the revenue, if the informers have a mind to go

to the admiralty ; asthey ever have done, and

ever will do, fer very obvious reafons, ¢ It

has ever been boaafted, fays Mr. Dummer in

his defence of the charters, as the peculiar pri-
vilege of an Englifhman, and the fecurity of .
his property, to be tryed by his country, and
the laws of the. land : Whereas this admiralt

method deprives him of both, as it puts his

eftate in. the difpofal of a fingle perfon, and

makes the civil law the rule of judgment g
which tho’ it may not properly be called fo-
reign, being the law of nations, yet ’tis what
he has not confented to himfelf, nor his repre«
{fentative for him, A jurifdiction therefore fo
founded, ought not to extend beyond
what neceffity requires” — ¢ If fome bounds.
are not fet to the jurifdiction of the admiralty,
beyond which it fhall not pafs, it may, in time,

_ Jike.




