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~ While in thelr wild ftate they are: excecdmg

ly fierce, and are not eaﬁly {ubdued ; but the

| vaﬁ price they bring in the eaftern countries
“has encouraged a race of hardy hunt®rs to un-
dertake the tafk, and thefe have devifed various
ways to attain their end. In Geylon, Achen,
and other [ndian governments, hunting the-
elephant is a royal diverfich, attended with in-
credible expence; but the moft natural and

ealy way of catching and tamingthem, is, by

-~ tratning-a numbev_ of female elcglmnts to tra-
verfe the woods, and decoy the miles to fta-

Ll@sprtparcd on purpofe for their reception;
where having firft fecured them with ropes,

chains, &e. they, by degrees, fo break their
fpirits, that they are at length eafily traimed to
labour or war.

Tavernter reports, that the male being once .

thus decoyed, will never agsin: meddle with
the female; yet being fumctlmes provoked by
luftful rage, on fuch occafions they become
extremely mifchevious. The manner of catch-

ing the wild clephant, as defcribed by this
traveller in his tour thro’ Guolcsnda, is this :

The huntfinen cut waiks in the woods where

&

¢ clephants refort, and digging deep Pits in
¢ them at proper diftances, lay boughs over
¢ them, which they cover with earth. Being
¢ thus prepared, they begin their diverfion with
¢ hollowing and drums, and having thus rouf-
¢ ¢d them, they purfue them with pikes illum-
¢ ed with fire, of which thefe animals have a.
¢ remarkable dread, till they fall into the pits.
¢ In the end, the hunters bind their feet and

¢ trunks, and fo tike them: Yet, adds he,
¢ fome efcape from thefe fnares, who are ever
¢ after fo. miftruftful, that with a bough in
< their trunks, they will examine evary {tep
¢ thcy take, and it is impofiible everto catch
¢ them a fecond time. Such as they catch
¢ they couple to.two tame ones. on each fide,
<
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and fet {ix men about them with lighted tor-

ches, totalk to them, and give them meat ;

and. if they refufe their food, the men order
tame oncs to beat them with their trunks,
and teach them obedience. -

We have already mentioned the ele phants of

- Cf}lon as fuperior to all others, and cannot
omit what Tavernier obferves of the force of.

mﬂm&, in confirmation, of this precedency.
His words are very remarkable ; ¢ One thing,
¢ favs he, I willtell you, hardly to be believed,
& but that which is a certain truth, -which is,

¢ that when any other king, or R,aJah, has
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¢ one of thefe elephants of Ceylen, if they brmg |
¢ them among any other breed in any other °
¢
€
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place whatever, fo foon as the other cle-
phants behold the Ceylon elephants, by «n

¢_ by laying their trunks uport The ground, and
¢ saifing them up-again.”  "Fhis~
modern traveller, if ,not founded on what the
Antients have faid of the fagacity of this anj-

mal, is a ftrong circumftance in-favour of their-

relations, many of which are fo incredible t‘mt
we forbear to mention them, as utterly beyond
the bounds of ordinary belief,

On thefe relations, however, Mr. Pope has
formed an obfervation.

How inftinét varies in the grov’ling fwine

Compar’d, half reas’ning elephant, with

thine |

And, indeed, itisuniverfally 2llowed that this
creature, after being once tanied, betomes

extremely docile, generous, and affeGionate,

and difcovers a fenfe fo much fuperior to the

common race of beafls, that it can fcarce be

diltinguifhed from human rezfon.
- It is aflerted by an author of fome rank, up-

on the concurrent teftimony of travellers of all™
. nations antient and modern,

that this creature
1s capable of fidelity, gramude, and affction ;

the laft to fuch a degree, as to difcover deep-

aflliCtion for the Lofs of a benefactor ; and fill
more, if to the viclence of that luftful rage, of
which we have already fpoken, his Ycnefaltor,
as 1t frequently happens, has fallen a facrifice,

The chaftity too of the elephunt has bLecn
much admired ; for it 1s reported, that if his

mate di€s, he never makes a fecond choice 5

and his modefty has been celebrated by £/lian,
who tells it as a known fact to all Rome, that
an clephant covered his miftrefs and her lover
with a garment, as if by that altion he meant

to have taught them more decency, at laft in

his prefence.

Female tendernefs and-affeftion is ftill more
confpicuous in the elephant, not to its young
only, but to the wounded and helplefs: One

of thefe, feeing her young caught, threw her-

fell into the fame pit, and perifhed rather than
give it up : -But this material .affe&ion the ele-
phant inherits in common with other animals,

- What is peculiar to that race, if Zlian may
~ be credited,’ is, ‘that they carryfood to the fick
. in the woods, herbs to cure the malady ; and

if, notwithftanding all their.care, death en-

fugsy they wxllcovcr the body with boughs and
. lea aves .
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mﬂmﬂ of nature, ,they do them reverence, -
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