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The celebrated M. de Vattel, baving very lately
pubuﬂ:ed his Law of N A TIONS, ori-
ginally in.Frenchy a Tranflation of it 17110
Evglith 15 lately mede ard publified in Eng-
land s .as this Book 1s rcu{omd amang the firfl
jm Learning, Erudition, and found J\eafan-
ingy we hope the following Exttact from 1t
will not be difagreeable.

i'} :}:}ﬁ MON (J the works of geniug,

—) learning, and erudition, which

} I Al % sppearcd of late, we may rec-
'}ﬂ fyme it “_ kon as one of the &rft in rank,
S o The Lew of Nations, applied
S8 0.4he Condué? and Affairs of

Nations and Severeigns 3 written origmally .in
French, by M. de Vattel ;. a tranfletion of
which into our languzge has been very lately
publifhed. The contents of this work ‘are fo
vaft, .fo numecrous, ,and contain fo great a
variety cf articles, that it is impoflible to give
any abftract of them. OQOur defign at prefent
is to give our- readers a few exeracls from this

valusble perfsrmance, which muft-be highly:

interefting to every Britifh reader, as it ‘can-
not but afford him great pleafure-and fatisfac-
~tion to fee the opinions of our own countrys
“men adopted throughout, and our own confii-
~ tation produccd -as the moft wile ‘and: happy:
The quotations which we inteizd to make

, ﬂlall be confined to fuch as are moft intereft- -

- ing ; and yet this is'a difficut tefk, fince it is

hard to find a fingle page throughuut thc-

work that can be called difinterefting, |
The author, by way of intreduction, fhews

the principles of the Law of nafions, in which

hi.gbferves, upon natural (ociety, that %¢ Man
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is fo formed by nature, that he cannot fuffer-

by himfelf, and he neceflarily ftandsin nced of
the affiftance and fupport of creatures like him-

fclf, to' preferve and perfeét his own being, -
and_to enjoy..the life of a rational animal.
Speech enables men to converfe with each
other, and to extend and raife to perfection

their reafon and knowledge ; and this being
rendered intelligent, they find a thoufand me-
thods of preferving themfelves, and fupplying
their wants. Every one alfo becomes fenfible,

that he can neither live happily, ner improve

him{elf, without the afliftance and converfa-
tion -of others.
formed mankind, -it is a manifeft proof that {he
defigned they fhould converfe with one ano-
ther, and grant to cach their mutual aid and
affiftance : from hence is deduced that natu-
ral fociety eftablilhed amongft men. The ge-

neral Jaw of fociety isy- that each fhould do for.

others- whatever their ncceflities require, and

Since then nature has thus
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they are capable of doing, without neglecting .

what they owe to themfelves ; a law which all -

men ought to obferve, in order ro live agreea-
bly to their nature, ,and in conformity to the
vicws of their common Creator:
our own fafety, our happ.m.(s, and our moft

precious advantages, ought to render facred to

every onc ofus. It is eafy to conceive the fe-
licity the world would enjoy, were all men
willing.to obferve this rule. On the contrary,
if every .man ‘would: think folely, and imme-
diately-for hin:felf, end would do ncihing for
others, all. mankind would be very unhappy.

Let us'then endeavour to promote the happi~
nefs of all § thus all will endeavour to promote-

* ours, and we fhall eftablith qur- felicity on the-
mok folid foundations,’”

a law that
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