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death himfelf, was fome-months ago brought

before the Council -of ftite at Verfuilles, at

- which were prefent the Minifters of ftate, ‘the

Chancellor, &c.  The ¢afe was reported- by

- Monf. de Crofne, Mafler of Requefts, with

~the impartiality of an upright judee, the accu-
. &RC utipaitiality of afl UPrig e

ricy of one perfeétly weli mformed, and that

-2ff&ing eleguence that the dreadful circume

“frances of tlus unparalelled flory fo naturally

diftate to a humane ordor. After 2 long T

amination. of this horrid affair, it appeared
with the clearelt evidence, that the fon of John
Calas had never formed the moft diftant notion
of  turning Roman Catholick—that he had

‘hanged bimflelf in a fit of melancholy— that the

aged father and mother kKncw uothing of the
paatter dntil they found him dead to'their in-
expreflible furprife and forrow—that they had
been remarkible for the excellence of their

.~ characters, during the fpace of forty years'and
upwards, thatthey bad lived at Touloufe, and

had becn peculiarly eminent for their paternal
tendernefs—and that befides the dictates of na-
tural affe€ion (which forms fuch a ftrong pre-
fumption of the innocence of this aged ‘and
worthy father) every circumftance concurred
toclear him ot the horrid crime for which he
was. put to death in the moft painful and igno-
minious manner by the Parliament of Tou-

loufe. In confequence of this the members of -
the Council unanimoufly agreed in forming a

refolution, by which the Parliament of Tou-
ioufe was ordered to fend them an account of
the proceedings againft John Calas, and the
reafons of their._évcr,e and bloody fentence.
"i'he King gave his royal approbation to this
refolution of the Council, and 2!l thofe who
were not deaf to the voice of humanity-and

juftice (and who had beheld with juft fenti-

ments of horror, in the Parliament of Tou-

loufe, falfchoed and cruelty, armed and fet on .

by bigottry, to involve a widow and five chil-
aren in the deepcft diftrefs by the murder of a

father andra hufband committed under the form .
of law) hoped to fee fatisfaltion made o the -
meinory of Calas, and thereby fome comfort: -
adminiftered to his-affliCted family. " It was at -
leaft imagined, that the Parliament of Tou-
loufe would haye been cslied to jultify their
conduct before the tribunal of their Sovereign,.

and to clear themfelves in the eyes of Europe,

-

demned, © without ‘proof,~'to the rack and
wheel, a father for murdering his fcn ; and the
infamous - Sherift David, whos infulted "upoti -
the wheel this aged and innocent futher, expir-
ing under the rage of Monkiflt bigottry, would

have teen obliged to.ack-non—le-dgc their teme-

11ty and precipitation at leaft, and to make
honourable amends to the aflicted family, by
conf fling that they were deceived by Monks
and falfe witneffes, and by graiting their pro-
tection (if it would be accepted) to the children
they have rendered fatberlefs by an unjuft judg-
ment. Al this was expell-d, foveral pimph-
Icts have been publidhed at Paris, demanding -
juftice, and yet hitherto juftice has been {uf-

pended, and the voice of humepity has plead-
ed in vain for innocent bloed. -The infinua.
tions of Monks and Bigots have, it is to be

feared, ftopped the execcution of juftice, and

been employed to perfuade 2 humane monarch,
that “it was more expedient to abanden the
caufe of an innocent Czlvinift who had been
unjuftly- broken on the wheel, than expofe
eight Ceuncetlors of T ouloufe to the thame of
acknowledging th.t they had been, miftaken.
A new inflance this of the [pirit of @ Popifh go-
vernment, and its horrid influence, tven in a
country, whofe inkabitants (cxcepting thofe of

Touloufe) are naturally inclined to bumanity and. .

clemency.” . | d

“ T except Touloufe, becaufe the dark,
glocmy, and cruel effcls of fuperitition and
bigotiry rcign there in a p.rticulsir manner,
and have given a barbarous and fanguinary caft
to the temper of iis inhabitents, naturally tin-
ged with Spanifh feverity. - Fohtaire tells, in
his laft produlion, that the inhabitants of

“Touloufe thanked God publicly for.the affaffi-

nation of Henry 1V. and it is well known they
have an annual feftival, on which they cele-

brate in the moft pompous manner, by procef-

fioms, bonfires, and other demonflrations of joy, .
the aniverfary of thot glorious. day, .in which.
four thouf:nd protcflants, their fellow-citizens,
were maflacred witheut diftinéticn of age or
fex in their city. The Year 1762, in which
that horrible maflacre, and as thie feftiv:) above-
mentioned was juft approaching, when this
unfortunate man was caft into prifon, Voltaire

. Calas was executed, was the.fecular year of

ar rope, . thinks that this circumftance might have con-
and of the human rice, who are all interéfted |
in this unparalelled cavfe. It was hoped that
the members. of this Patliament, who con-.

tributed to his condemnation. It was, indeed,

< agreeable to the fpirit of fuch aholiday to have

a proteftant viQtim to facrifice to thi funguinary




