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An ES/SAY on refined and friendly

Converlation.

IPrittén in the Twenty fecond Year of the Au-
L THOR'S Age. -

ﬁﬁ@@ﬁ} T has been obfcfved that fome,

S o) — ) . who have been juftly efteemed

“ ﬁ‘.mﬂl'/. I l g Whiters of the firft Rank in the
iﬁ"} O B Learned World, have net
EmCR been favoured with a very hap-

R celotoR; py Turn for Cenverfaticn ;.

and that others, on the contrary, could never
make their Appearance to Advantage in Print,
who were yet looked upon as the very Life and
Genius of every private Company they came
into. ‘

“Thus Mr. ANTHONY WooOD informs us,-

¢« That ‘whenever Sir WirLrLiam Kirri-
«¢ grEW took Pen in Hand, he did not come
«t to the neversfailing Sinartnels, which he
¢ fhewed in Converfation ; whereas Mr.
¢« CowLEY was the Reverfe of this Charac-
¢t ter, as Sir JOHN DENHAM gives us to un-
«¢ derftand in the following Lines:
¢« Had COWLEY ne'er [poke, KILLIOREW
- ne’er- Writ ; _
s« Combin'd in one they'd Jhew’d a matchlefs
==
" This may be accounted for after the follow-
ing manner : Some Men are of. an airy, vola-
" tile Temper ; the Edge of their Wit is-very

. finey but foon turn’d : They have Brifknefs

and Vivacity of Spirit enough for a fharp,
furprizing Repartee, or any other extempore

Sally of Fancy'; but they have notthat Strength

and Steadinels of Spirity which is neceflary to
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keep up an uniﬁ.tcrr&ptéd ‘Tenour of good

Writing, and to convey their' Thoughts with

- Chaflity and Propriety of Style. And indeed

even in Converfation I have obferved fome
Gentlemen of this Stamp, when theéy have fal-

‘len foul on Men of:fuperior Seafe, to have
been very brifk and vigorious in their firft At-

tack ; but fainter-and weaker in their laft Ef-

forts, Their Spirits evaporated, andy if their *

Antagonift bravely flood his Ground, he was
convinced, that their Forces were rather for a
{hort Skirmifh of Wit, .than for a fet and lafi-
ing Battle. ‘They put me in Mind of what
fome ancient Hiftorians relate of the Gauls,
viz. That in the Beginning of the Fight.

they ufed to perform more than Aden 3 but to-

wards the Conclufion of it, lefs than FZemen:
Some on the other Hand, are of a more
phlegmatick  Conttitution ; their Parts are
flow, but - fure; and, what is wanting in
Sprightlinefs, is made up in' what we csll
ftrcng, mafculine Senfe. .

I'would therefere obferve, that there are
two Kinds of Wit ; the one I call Tinfel Wit,

which confifts cf glittering Points, little Flou-
rifbes, and - ludicrous Conceits: The other -
may be ftyled trwe Sterling-Wit; which s

made up of arich Vein of good Thinking, ex-
alted Sentiments, and curious Obfervations,

The former-is more glaring and dazzling ;-
the Touches of the latter are very mafterly, -
---but too-delicate and nice for vulgar Obferverse— .

The former pleales mere upon a fuperficialy.

tranfient View ; the latter upon a-mature De-
liberation ; the one therefore mare taking In

common.Converfation 3 the other.in Writing.
That 1 may not lofe mylelf in too l.zrgf‘a
: ; E‘i: d"’
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